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This dissertation concerns a critical analyze of the ideas of the Ameri-
can economist Gary S Becker (1930-). Nobel Laureate Becker is most
known for his classic work Human Capital: A theoretical and Empirical Ana-
lysis with Special Reference to Lducation (1964, 1993) and A Treatise on the Fa-
mily (1981, 1991).

The tradition in which Becker is active, the Chicago School of Eco-
nomics, has become a very important tradition in neo-classical economic
theory. The dissertation is centrally concerned with Becker’s use of the
economic approach which consists in, with Becker’s words, “maximizing
behavior, market equilibrium, and stable preferences, used relentlessly
and unflinchingly”. The apptroach cover areas as; racial and sexual discri-
mination, investment in human capital, cime and punishment, marriage,
divorce, fertility (the quantity and quality of children), drugs and addic-
tions, and is often called economic imperalism. Becker also tries to incor-
porate the social environment as argument, along with goods and servi-
ces, in a stable extended utility function.

The dissertation analyzes Becker’s human capital theory and his im-
portant distinction of general and specific knowledge. In the extended
human capital theory Becker incorporates personal and soctal capital. In
A Treatise Becker tries to incorporate altruism, guilt and marrage into the
individual’s rational utility-maximizing behavior. The dissertation also
contains wide-ranging discussion of wheter the assumption from neo-
classical economic theory that individuals rationally maximize utlity is
tenable when taken togheter with Becker’s conclusions concerning the
nature of human behavior. For this critical discussion I have used a per-
spective on economic theory from Martha C Nussbaum and Amartya
Sen.
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