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This thesis presents a study of sociolinguistic variation among students from five
municipalities, all attending an upper secondary school in Alingsés, a town of
25,000, northeast of Goteborg, Sweden. The material consists of recorded interviews
with 97 students.

The informants are categorized according to social variables representing
different aspects of background and identity: Sex, type of study programmes
(vocational, intermediate, preparatory for university), demogeographical areas and
Alingsés neighbourhoods (divided on the basis of urbanization and socio-economic
factors), and lifestyle based on two-dimensional mapping (concerning taste, leisure,
mobility, plans for the future, etc.). The lifestyle analysis both complements and
includes traditional sociolinguistic variables.

Eight phonological and lexical variables are analyzed. The variants are found to
be associated with traditional local dialect, regional and supraregional standard,
Goteborg vernacular, general and Goteborg youth language.

Correlations with demogeographical area generally show a pattern going from
southwest to northeast (along the E20 highway and the railway from Goteborg). One
area does not fit into the continuum, in Sollebrunn (NW of Alingsas), where
particularly female informants tend to use standard and innovations to a higher
extent than informants in Herrljunga, which is situated the same distance from
Goteborg (but NE of Alingsés).

Gender is the second most important social factor, in two different ways. There
are general differences in linguistic behaviour between sexes, but also differences
between groups when gender is combined with study programme and lifestyle.
There are major differences from one social group to another when it comes to
expressing gendered identity through linguistic means.
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