Abstract
Bodies, Bricks and Black Boxes: Power Praices in City Cony (Kroppar, wegelsienar och swarta
IAder: makiprakiiker | stadsmvandling) 1SBN-10; 91-975353-2-X // ISBN- 13 978919753
532-8. Thesis at the Department of Ethnology, Giteborg University. Waitten in Enghish with
& Swedish summary. Author: Joakim Fonemalm. Digresiv Produkeien, Gitebarg 2007,

The aim of ths thesis is to account for power practices in city <o ion. This i carried ot
from the theoretical penpective of Actor-MNetwork Theory, in which two main poinn of
departures are that power s performed and enscted snd that agency @ heterogeneously
distributed by humans snd son-bamans. Power i not “posesed” but achieved through
actions of tramilation, Two convenion proceses in Gowborg have been accounted for and
discussed: Linggatoma and (Ostra Kvillebicken. Both are centrally Jocated areas that, during the
firt yean of the new millennia, were subject to the scrutiny of the local Planning Office. The
ﬂ;m&:nmhw:mhmdymbym-ahrmn:
politics. By iderable mumber of actions on the part of & variety of actann
—&mﬂmmmmﬁmg:m jon ~ i i
siremed] that objects such s porn, music, seminan, criminality, and convenion ideals also
perfonm power in CONVEruan procises.

In the fint cue, concerned with Linggatorna in the western inner city of Géeborg, 8
submitted building permic apphcation becomes a staming point for & chain of events in which &
large number of actants work 1o achieve different agends, creste dunible programs. Humany
and non-humans are comnected to perform the distnct as “worth preserving” and 21 a “goad
example™ for other convenion processes. Linggatoma s measured ; a “living city”™ both by
the mediz and seminars arculsting the idea that o bving city i “abive after 19.00". Why i it
impartant to preserve Linggatorna? Becawe it has w-mmu-mu
that becomies through 2 vast number of actions. It b T i,
"ﬂﬂd".nd“miud“.ﬁmuhﬂmuihdumm&bhgufdﬂtthmwﬁhm
“conversion pressure” is mounted. The fear of what will happen to this "characterisnc™ milieu
18 Gieborg's inner city grows by the adding of lage infrastructursl ventures and waterfront
are some of the construction sites at which “conversion pressure™ is enacted.

The other case concerms Owra Kvillebicken, a district thas until recent years was at the
fringe of the inner city despite only being five public transportation minutes away from Central
Station and the most central pars of Goteborg. The distnct u performed o have been
neglected for a long time, with the comequence of becoming an infamous place i the city.
Making the dismict central is one of many effors made 1o got 3 convenion going. A varicty of
planning ventures had been attempted for over vwenty years, and humam snd non-humans had
worked hard, albeit without “mccen”. Maps with amows pulling the dumect closer w the
centre have been published in the newspaper, moving the dismot imo felds of straegc
development in the city, joimt ventures between the Planning Office, revearchers, propesty-
owners and the Pegional Business Secretaniat have been set up, an ELl-project has been
h d, and the porary hot planning idesl “mixed-use city” hai been employed.
They all become work-forces in the ssembling of an Ostra Kvillebiicken foture.
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powerful? As this thests dices, “soccess™ ulm:ﬂrrnfhﬂngﬂakbh:lﬁnﬁbﬁiﬂ"‘m
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may d. Ciry conversion happens when heterogen are
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