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Abstract

Leander, L. (2007} What senvally abused children remember and repart: Minding the gap. Department of
Paychology, Gieborg University, Sweden,
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the child’s and the alleged perpetrator’s statements. Consequently, the outcome of CSA in frequently
depends on the child's testimony. This thesis aimed at investigating how sexunlly abused children, in cases
sccondary sim was to examine how differences in interviewer style affected children's reports about & verbal
sexual abuse. The thesis consists of four empirical studics. In Study I, police interviews with 64 children, who
had been exposed 10 & verbol sexual nbuse during a phone call, were masched agninst the perpetraior’s detailed
documentation of the phone call. The childrea were found to omit almost all of the sexual details from the phone
call. However, they reported more (10%) of the noutral details. In Study 11, we annlysed eight children’s reports
shout a physical sexual abuse {perpetrated by a stranger) reganding the amount and type of mformation reported.
As we had sccess to documentation of the sexual abuse, we knew that the abuse actually had taken place. Results
showed that the majority of children did not report any or only very few sexual details. In addition, the children,
at a total of 97 occanions, denied or expressed reluctance o talikc about the sexual acts. The background 1o Study
101 is that 2 man developed a false identity on the Internet and contacted a large number of girls, in onder to hure
them imto conducting on- and off-line sexual activities. We had access to detailed documentation of the
enmmunications between each girl and the perpetrator. The purpose of the study was o investigate how the girls
(N=68) reported about the sexual activitien. The girls were found to omit and deny & large proportion of the on-
line activities, especially the more severe scxual acts. In contrast, we found that there were fow omissions and
denigls regarding the veal-life mectings with the perpetruior. The aim of Study IV was 1w analyse how
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forms of sexnsl] abuge (ie., verbal, Internet-initiated and physical sexual abuse), Presumably, there is a gap
between what children report about the abuse and what they actually remember (note that the gap is not between
what children tell and what actually took place, where the accumcy is ofien the

high). Speculatively.
unrwillingness 1o report about sexual abuse may be due to emotional fctom (e.g., feelings of shame and guilt). In
order w0 facilitaie reporting and help the child overcome emotional barriers, considerable focus must be pat on
establishing rapport with the child during the investigative interview. Furthermore, the recommendation in the
Swedish couns thar CSA reports should be detailed in onder 10 be considered credible (Gregow, 1996) may not
apply in cases of CSA.
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