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This study seeks 1o explain India's decision o repodiate the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTHT) in 1996 To reach this empirical sim onials difficulty through the prevailing
weak theoretical competition among perspectives of international relations (e 1R-theory) in
the matter of explaining stre defection from mululueral cooperation Structural realism
eloquently maintains that state defection expresses the necessity of taking relstive gains inio
account in intemational anarchy. Meither neoliberal instiutionalism nor comstrucnvism can
challenge this propostion without abo offering implicit support 1o the “gnm” worldview of
structural realism; in the absence of robust international irstitutions andior norms, self-help in
anarchy prevails. Thus the empirical aum fortifies the theoretical parpose of this project 1o
present an explanation to state defection which challenges the realist alternative

The thearetical argument i unfolded in two steps: the fine step presents & versan of the
structural impact on state agents. and the second step elaborates 3 logic of action. In contrast to
structural realism. this project argues thar state agents are occopied nor so much with the
physical survival of their wate, 3t with the social conditions of their sate’s exmtence That
since anarchy as a structural condition triggers uncertainty of an agent’s own role in relation 1o
others, rather than uncenamty of others' imentions. The presence of such systemic inlluences
implies thet state agents might seek secunty through seeking recogniven of a preferred
international role (as prescribed by the predomunam national narrative), rather than through
relative capabilities, If thin social dynamic permestes s negotiation, uate agents deploy
“argumentative rationality™ m the semse that they serk 1o impose their own preferred view of
reality on others. and they use their (social) dentity ruther than their (materially defined)
national interest as yardstick 1o decide whether 1o accept or to dismiss a negotiated agreement
Itis when the process andior the outcome of the negotianion are expenienced as threstening (o
the preferred international role that cooperstion becomes & less anFictive aptian

The empinical investigation evaluates the the two mechanisms generated from this
‘recognition pervpective” compared 10 the explanation provided by structursl realsm The
investigation entails process-tracing. and includes o study of the hatory of Indias foreign
palicy, reconstructing of the test ban mulnlateral negotation. and analysising the
interpretations of the CTRT made by Indian wecunity expens during the NERELINEION Process.

The empirical investigaon suggeas that the evidence concurs better with the
operational mechanisms as outlined in the the recogninon perspective (Le. uncemainty of role
strive for recogmition of certain role) than it does the operational mechansms proposed by
structural realism (Lo uncetainty about type, sinve for relative gainsi. The findings of the
empirical study leads 10 the conclusion that the explananon generated by the recagnition
perpective s more robust than the one offered by structural realnm for India's decsion to
repudiate the CTHT

The concluding sections include a discussion of the findings i relanon 1o the study of
international relations and foreign policy gy well ss the implications of the sudy for the future
of nuciesr weapons control
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