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Multi-level Exrgpeans explores if the muln-level system i Europe can be scen as
challenging both traditional state roles and the European integration process.
According to some system-building theoges, temitonal identity is expected to be
important for legiimacy and solidanty. However, the author argues that such a
discussion should take account of all levels of the mulo-level system, and would
benefit from shifting its focus from the level of the system to the individuals who
live in it; thereby, investigating the mfluence of individuals’ temtomal attachments on
polincal trust and welfare amitudes.

Three challenges are put forward: 1) the challenge of teentonal artachments,
i.e., the possibility that individual attachment to other than countsy levels could lead
to decreasing natonal attachment; 2) the challenge of polincal trust, Le., that trust in
national political institutions and politicians could decrease as an effect of mult-level
territonal attachments; and 3) the challenge of welfare aturudes, ve., that mult-level
territoral attachments could lead to less support for welfare state policies. Moreover,
these relationships may be affected by different insttnonal contexts. Empacally,
these challenges are investigated by analyzing two different types of data sers,
combining comparative data from all the EU member states with more detailed data
from Sweden.

The results indicate that neither the terntonal amachments themselves, nor
their impact on political trust, consttute a challenge to the role of the state (or to the
continuation of European integraton). Rather, the Huropean mult-level system
seems to have enhanced both attachment to and trust n a number of teratomal
levels, including the states and the EU. However, the relationship berween mula-
level terntorial attachments and welfare attitudes is of more concem. Sustaning
support for the welface state might be somewhat diffscult if the majonry of people
have strong attachments to terntorial levels other than the state. Moreover, the
preference for EU-level as decision-making for welfare issues 1s low, even among
people with European attachments, and thus there is no demand for a “social
Europe”. In this regard, the European multi-level system may challenge the
traditional role of the (welfare) state, but without offering any immeduate altemanve
at the European level. Finally, my results indicate the relevance of also considenng
the instiutional context, not least regarding varations of the expenence and
significance of the multi-level system.
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