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ABSTRACT
Epilepsy is much more common in individuals with autism than in the general population. The extent
to which epilepsy influences the outcome of autism is poorly understood. Many children with
medically intractable epilepsy have neurodevelopmental disorders, including autism. The objective of
this study was to gain further insight into the co-occurrence of epilepsy and autism.

In a population-based follow-up study of 120 individuals with autism diagnosed in childhood, 108
were reassessed at ages 17-40 years. The majority had autism and mental retardation (MR). The carers
of 42/43 with a history of epilepsy were interviewed, and medical charts were reviewed. Epilepsy
onset was most common in the first years of life but also occurred in adults. Partial seizures dominated
and seizure frequency had a great impact on the individuals’ lives. Epilepsy remitted in 16%. Severe
MR and autism were significantly associated with epilepsy, especially in females. The cognitive level
and the adaptive behaviour level were significantly lower in the epilepsy group than in the non-
epilepsy group.

The medical charts of 16 children undergoing temporal lobe resections were reviewed and the
histopathological specimens were re-evaluated. Psychopathology was found in 12. Five had autism
before and after surgery, one of whom became seizure free, and in three there was a positive
behavioural change. Malformations of cortical development were associated with worse seizure
outcome and were more common in children with psychopathology.

A neuropsychiatric examination and assessments of psychosocial functioning and IQ were performed
at baseline and at 2-year follow-up to assess individual outcome in (i) 25 children undergoing epilepsy
surgery, and in (ii) eight children with autism and intractable epilepsy treated with vagus nerve
stimulation (VNS).

In study (i) psychopathology (mainly autism and ADHD) was present in 17 of the children at some
point and contributed in a major way to the psychosocial dysfunction in affected children. Among the
children with preoperative psychopathology, one was without a diagnosis after surgery. The IQ level
before surgery predicted the IQ level after surgery in most cases. Seven had autism before and after
surgery, and the parents reported a positive behavioural change in six. Psychosocial functioning was
mainly stable in autism, except in one child who became seizure free and improved in psychosocial
functioning and in one child who deteriorated.

In study (ii) no one had a reduced seizure frequency after two years of VNS, autism remained and
changes concerning intellectual abilities and psychosocial functioning were minor in most subjects.
The parents of three children reported a positive change in social interactive abilities, and those of one
child reported a negative change.

In conclusion, the follow-up study of young adults with autism showed high rates of epilepsy, poor
prognosis, and low remission rates. Neuropsychiatric disorders were common at baseline and two
years after epilepsy surgery. A diagnosis of autism in children with intractable epilepsy remained after
surgical intervention. Symptomatic improvement is not always the same as functional improvement.
The main aim of epilepsy surgery is seizure control, regardless of whether or not there is co-existing
psychopathology.

Key words: epilepsy, autism, epilepsy surgery, VNS, children, treatment outcome, psychopathology,
cognition
Correspondence: susanna.danielsson@vgregion.se

ISBN 978-91-628-7621-0 Gothenburg 2009




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 99
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF00440065006e006e00610020006a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e00660069006c002000e400720020006f007000740069006d00650072006100640020006600f6007200200044006f00630075005300790073002000700072006f00640075006b00740069006f006e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.283 858.898]
>> setpagedevice



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   StepAndRepeat
        
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: yes
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 5.827 x 8.268 inches / 148.0 x 210.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: best fit
     Scale by 90.00 %
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0000
     20.0000
     0
     Corners
     0.3000
     ToFit
     1
     1
     0.9000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     0
            
       D:20081121101808
       595.2756
       a5
       Blank
       419.5276
          

     Best
     2350
     115
    
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     1
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





