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University Utrecht

• Research University
– Founded in 1636

• 29000+ students
• 8500+ employees
• Library :

– Over 4 million items
– Omega search engine
– Archive function publication



DSpace at Utrecht University Library

• DSpace since 2004
• Contents:

– Publications: 25000 Items
– Scanned Books: 2000 Items and 

>100.000 files
– Scanned Maps: 650 Items
– 1TB storage

• DSpace only for back-office purposes
• Interfaces with CRIS and Search Engine
• Self-developed tools for admin functions
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Enhanced Publications
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Factsheet Project ThesesPlus 

• Purpose: Prototype of a Technical Infrastructure and 
Organisation to Store, Exchange (between 
computers)  and give Access to Theses and their 
Related Data and Publications

• Framework:Part of a national programme 
(SURFshare) related to Enhanced Publications

• Timeline: January – December 2009
• Work packages:

• WP1: Acquisition of Enhanced E-theses
• WP2: Storage of Enhanced E-theses
• WP3: Publishing Resource Maps
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Focus Project ThesesPlus 

• Inventory of data-sets
• Metadata and vocabularies needed to describe the 

“enhancements”
• Ways of dealing with enhanced publications using 

DSpace
• Modelling structures of enhanced e-theses
• No focus on the automation of Ingest
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Acquisition of data and metadata
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• Recruitment and selection of candidates
• Acquistion of data and metadata

Metadata needed:
1.Kind of object
2.Formal description
3.Relations with other objects

• Structuring of the enhanced e-thesis
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Dspace Implementation



Aggregation - MOVIES



Aggregation - MOVIES
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Dspace Item Video 2



Full Item Video 2
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ORE ReM for Dspace Item
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ORE Rem “About”
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Dspace Issues

• UI to maintain relations easily !
• Metadata on Bitstream-level
• Hierarchy on Bitstream-level

• Complex resources with a lot of Bitstreams temporary 
stored as zip-files

• Ingestion tools for end-users
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Questions ?

m.slabbertje@uu.nl
p.t.ruijgrok@uu.nl



Storing enhanced e-theses in DSpace
Basic principles:
• Two kinds of object types: aggregations (Metadata 

only) and aggregated resources (Metadata and 
Bitstream(s)

• Aggregated resources with a lot of Bitstreams are 
stored as zip-files

• Aggregations and Aggregated Resources are stored 
in a similar way as Items

• Metadata provide distinction between Aggs and ARs
• Metadata provide structure of the enhanced e-thesis
• The description-field of Bitstreams is used for 

distinction of manifestations and/or versions (author 
version vs. publisher version)

• Aggregated Resources are stored in our own 
repository or elsewhere
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ORE Issues

• Persistent identifier for ORE targets
• Protocol & URL to retrieve external WW ORE targets

– OAI-PMH
– Atom feeds
– RSS

• Validate relations / links
• UI to maintain relations easily !


