
1
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License

Attribution Non-commercial ShareAlike 2.0

DRIVER and COAR: from infrastructure 
to confederation

Eloy Rodrigues, 
Director Documentation Services

Universidade do Minho



2
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License

Attribution Non-commercial ShareAlike 2.0 2

Credits

Several slides in this presentation were 
originally made/presented by other DRIVER 
partners:
Dale Peters
Friedrich Summann
Norbert Lossau
Paolo Manghi
Wolfram Horstmann
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Summary
DRIVER Overview
DRIVER Activities and Results
DRIVER infrastructure and D-Net
DRIVER Guidelines
DRIVER Portal
Community Building and Support
Confederation Building

COAR
Objectives
Membership
Launching
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The „Berlin Declaration“ requests

Free and unrestricted access to sciences and 
human knowledge representation worldwide

(October 2003)

Needs a global, interoperable, trusted, long-term 
repository infrastructure

DRIVER (Digital Repositories Infrastructure 
Vision for European Research) has built the 
nucleus of this infrastructure
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DRIVER’s vision

All research institutions in Europe and worldwide 
make all their research publications openly 
accessible through institutional repositories
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DRIVER History

DRIVER (I), started 1 June 2006, ended 30 
November 2007
DRIVER II, started 1 December 2007, ends 30 
November 2009
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General Information: DRIVER II 
Duration: 24 months
Budget: 2.7 m EUR
Timeplan: 12/’07 -11/’09
Main Deliverables:

Digital Repository Infrastructure 
European Digital Repository 
Confederation

Funded by the European 
Commission, “Research 
Infrastructure” Unit, FP 7
Consortium Partners

Univ.of Athens (GR) 
Univ. of Bielefeld (GE)
CNR-ISTI (IT)
STICHTING SURF (NL)
Univ. of Nottingham (UK)

cont…
Univ. of Bath (UK)
Univ. of Warszawski 
(PO)
Univ. of Gent (BE)
Univ. of Goettingen 
(GE)
Danish Technical 
University (DK)
Universidade do 
Minho (PT)
Narodna in 
univerzitetna knijznica 
(SLO)
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DRIVER partners and related projects

Networking, Support, Policy, Studies
Göttingen, Nottingham, SURF, Genth, Ljubiljana, 
Minho, Copenhagen

Technical development and deployment
Athens, Bielefeld, Pisa, Warsaw

Partners make links to many other things
OA-services: Sherpa-ROMEO, OpenDOAR, BASE…
Projects: Europeana, PEER, DELOS, DL.org, 
D4Science, PARSE-Insight, NESTOR…
Orgs: DINI, JISC, LIBER, SPARC, KE …
Platforms: DSPACE/FEDORA/OPUS/ePrints



9
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License

Attribution Non-commercial ShareAlike 2.0 9

DRIVER II activity areas and outcomes

Open Source Software
for repository networks

Digital Repository Network 
Infrastructure Services

Organization of Digital
Repository Infrastructure Providers

Community Building
& Maintenance

Confederation 

D-NET

DR Infrastructure

DRIVER 
Portal & 

Wiki
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D-NET Software: DRIVER Network-Evolution-Toolkit 

Version 1.0 released under the Open Source Apache 
License to the public on the 20 June 2008 

The DRIVER Infrastructure Software includes:
 Repository network administration software (such as 

the Repository Network Manager, Resource 
Monitoring)

 End-user services (Search, Browse, Profiling)
 Support service to local repository managers and 

aggregators (Validation Tool)

Version 1.1 tested. Version 2.0 coming soon...
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DRIVER Infrastructure

First implementation in operation: “DRIVER 
European Information Space (DEIS)”, 
maintained by the DRIVER Consortium

Supports three groups of users:
1. The repository network manager
2. The service provider
3. The researcher, reader, public
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DRIVER Infrastructure: Service-Oriented-Archicteture

9
hosting 
nodes

28+ 
Functionality 
typologies
(services)

36
service
Instances

3 applications: DRIVER Main, Belgium, Spain-Recolecta
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DRIVER European Information Space

250+ 
harvested 
repositories 

29 
countries

1.000.000+  
documents

25+
languages
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DRIVER Infrastructure

Enabling 
Layer

Data 
Layer

EU Open Access
Repositories

Functionality Layer
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For more information see Paolo Manghi’s 
presentation on OAI6 DRIVER Tutorial

http://www.driver-
support.eu/linkspubs/drivertutorialOAI6.html

DRIVER Infrastructure
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DRIVER  Guidelines – history

Version 1 (Spring 2007)
Expert Group

Version 2 (November 2008)
Expert Group
Reviewers
Editor Group
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Why use the DRIVER Guidelines?

They „provide orientation“

for managers of new repositories to define their 
local data-management policies
for managers of existing repositories to take 
steps towards improved service
for developers of repository platforms to add 
supportive functionalities in future versions
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DRIVER GUIDELINES 2.0

 Chapter 1: Use of OAI-PMH 
 Chapter 2: Use of Metadata OAI_DC 
 Chapter 3: Use of Best Practices for OAI_DC
 Chapter 4: Use of Compound Object Wrapping 
 Chapter 5: Use of Vocabularies and Semantics 
 Chapter 6: Use of Quality labels 
 Chapter 7: Use of Persistent Identifiers
 Chapter 8: Use of Usage Statistics Exchange
 Chapter 9: Use of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
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DRIVER Guidelines in various languages
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www.driver-support.eu/managers.html

www.surffoundation.nl/wiki/display/DRIVERguidelines/

For more information see..
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DRIVER Portal

www.driver-community.eu
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DRIVER Portal: Search 
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DRIVER: Repository Registration
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DRIVER: Community building and support
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DRIVER: Community building and support
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DRIVER: Community building and support
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How does DRIVER relate to national repository communities?

National communities are usually represented by 
country “correspondents”

One institution or a group of institutions takes 
responsibility to build a national repository community 
(like DARENet-NL, SHERPA-UK, OA-Netzwerk-GE, 
RECOLECTA-ES, HAL-FR)

Country “correspondents” …
Maintain the national repository information on the 
DRIVER Wiki
Organise repository events in their countries
Translate repository guidelines and other relevant 
information into national languages
Build up national data aggregators, clean data, can offer 
additional services
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DRIVER: Building an organization (confederation)

DRIVER sees it’s mission as 
Catalyst for a global repository infrastructure
Develop and maintain the European repository 
infrastructure node

Initiatives
DRIVER Advisory Board (July and November 2008)
International Repositories Workshop (March, 2009)

DRIVER liaises with institutions and initiatives from 
most European countries, U.S., Canada, Latin 
America, China, Japan, India and Africa

DRIVER has signed MoUs with SPARC Europe, 
LIBER, eIFL, Recolecta Spain, OA-Netzwerk 
Germany and DRF Japan
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Establishing a „Confederation“ of Repository Communities
One of the objectives of DRIVER II has been the building 
of an organization around the DRIVER infrastructure, 
capable of maintaining it over time

A consultation and investigative process was carried out 
to define the organizational model, scope and shape of 
such an organization. Main conclusions:
Launch a new organization with two main goals:

continue the DRIVER network as an operation
work globally at the spread of Open Access Repositories 
 influencing policy development
 providing guidance and training
 Lobbying

New organization will be a lightweight organization, a 
“registered not-for-profit” Association under German 
jurisdiction (eingetragener Verein, e.V.)
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COAR: Confederation of Open Access Repositories 

COAR Aim
COAR is an international not-for-profit 
association that aims to promote greater 
visibility and application of research 
outputs through global networks of Open 
Access digital repositories.
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COAR: Objectives (extract)

support and coordination of global collaborative efforts towards high-
quality Open Access data and interoperable systems;
reference point for repository standardization efforts, the repository 
community platform and to be the venue for discussion and meetings 
working towards streamlining OA repository developments;
advocacy of consistent policy formulation on institutional repository 
development;
supporting the formalisation of OA mandates by research funders 
and institutions;
offering the international framework for further advanced technical 
and functional developments in the context of global digital repository 
infrastructures;
promoting the interoperable development of equivalent local, 
regional, national and international infrastructures that subscribe to 
the COAR vision.
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Joining COAR
Membership:

Full membership - any legal entity comprising institutions and organisations 
engaged in research and teaching
Affiliate membership - organizations or persons insofar as these may be 
employed in institutions and organisations and engaged to a notable extent in the 
achievement of the aims of the Association

A nominal membership subscription of €100 is envisaged in 
the first year, with banded subscriptions thereafter, based on 
organisational budget, to be agreed by the first General 
Assembly. COAR will also offer alternative forms of 
participation based on contributions in kind to allied 
organisations. 

COAR will be launched during Open Access Week 2009 –
Ghent, Belgium, 21 of October
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Where can you get more information about DRIVER 
and COAR?

Go to the DRIVER Portal: 
www.driver-community.eu

Contact the DRIVER Helpdesk, 
helpdesk@driver-support.eu

Contact Dale Peters (peters@sub.uni-goettingen.de)  to 
register your interest in becoming a member of COAR.


