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ABSTRACT/THE BIRDS IN THE JILIAD

As the topic of this study embraces and entwines what is routinely divided into two sepa-
rate categories, “nature” and “culture”, the birds in the //iad challenge modern scientific di-
vision and in some ways, our thinking. They are simultaneously birds, signs and symbols.

The investigation aims at determining the various species of the birds in the //iad as far
as this is possible with the help of ornithological methods and tries through semiotics and
hermeneutics to ascertain the symbolic functions and presence of the birds as transmitters
of messages, information, and emotions.

The material consists of thirty-five bird scenes where different kinds of birds and bird
names occur, such as asetog, eagle, 70y, vulture, and méAeia, dove. As a method for carry-
ing out the analysis of each bird and bird scene four aspects are focused upon (1) ornithol-
ogy, (2) form, (3) interactions, and (4) functions. Concerning the last aspect the emphasis
is on the birds’ communicative, informative and conceptual functions and the impact they
have on the humans in the //iad.

The analyses of the scenes demonstrate that particular species of birds occur frequently
in the fliad and that they have been carefully chosen to fit perfectly into the scenes and
the war events that take place there. The results show that the birds are fundamental parts
of the structure of the f/iad as well as in the human characters lives, consciousness and
conditions. They operate in a shared sphere of interactions between animals, humans and
gods. Within this sphere birds have specific roles and are used by the humans and gods in
different ways. The gods use birds as disguises and as messengers in order to communicate
and interact with the humans, and the humans use them as signs and symbols that they
interpret to acquire knowledge about the gods’ presences, identities, will and intentions
for the future. Birds thus have incredibly important roles as intermediaries between the
human and divine spheres. Bird signs usually occur in situations of danger such as war
or before risky journeys. To receive a positive bird sign from the gods at such an impor-
tant moment was thus a powerful experience that raised the warriors’ fighting spirits and
evoked emotions of relief. Having these functions the birds satisfy basic human needs of

self-esteem and security.
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INTRODUCTION

I. INTRODUCTION

Not many of us living today have experienced a Peregrine hunting a dove in the fields,
a Golden Eagle killing a hare, or vultures devouring carrion — and have been able to
observe the incredibly speed, power, and aggression in their actions. In many ways the
capacities and qualities of birds exceed human limits which could probably explain
why people in all times have been fascinated by birds. Even fewer of us have seen a
Lammergeier, a specific type of vulture, on the wing or fighting over food on a cliff!
Our chances of seeing a Lammergeier would of course improve if we lived near its eyrie.
It is likely that people in ancient times saw this magnificent creature, as well as other
birds that we today reckon as rare or threatened by extinction, much more frequently
than we see them today. The Lammergeier was probably known as a bird of the moun-
tains that followed the humans and their activities whether they were pasturing cattle
or waging war.

As a young child I started to pay attention to birds because of their different bird-
songs and beauty. I grew more and more curious in their identities and habits. As time
went by my interest for birds developed in a new way. When for the first time I came
across the Jliad it was my background as an ornithologist that made the many occur-
rences of birds there almost jump off the pages at me. The poem fascinated me from the
start raising questions like why did birds occur so often in this text? I was also caught
by the intense interactions taking place between humans, gods and birds, the blurred
line between what we today commonly call “nature” and “culture”, the way the events
are told, the detailed and elaborate metaphors, and the richness of experiences that are
described in the various scenes. Also I became interested in the long oral tradition that
preceded the //iad as well as the Odyssey.

Even if ancient grouping and naming of birds differ considerably from the taxonomy
we use today and the distribution, diversity, and numbers of birds are different across
the world and change over time, the behaviours and characteristics of birds on the
whole are unchangeable. In that way bird species are timeless. This makes it possible to
study the birds in the //iad, their identities and functions in a modern ornithological
sense.

The liad describes events in the war between the Achaeans and Trojans, a war that

has been located to an area on the coast of western Anatolia, Turkey, at a place called

I I have searched myself for the Lammergeier many times, on Mount Uludag in Turkey and in the mountains of Crete and Greece, but
I have not even got a glimpse of this rare species. The closest I have come so far is one metre from a stuffed example in the Goulandris
Natural History Museum at Athens. Even in that state this large bird was imposing with its wingspan of almost three metres.
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THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

today Hisarlik.? This region is very rich in birds, especially birds of prey, but also cranes,
herons, storks, and a variety of species that breed in the area or pass over it during their
migrations. If we also include the mountainous regions to the southeast and the nearby
Evros Delta in north-eastern Greece, we can add vultures to the bird populations in
these areas. It is likely that Western Anatolia and Hisarlik in earlier times were even
richer in birds than today. It is thus not surprising that birds, and many birds of prey
and vultures, often occur in the //iad.

The birds in the //iad call for attention in their own right. They are diversified and
their behaviours differ. They appear in various spatial and temporal contexts, and oc-
cur in different forms. Previous research has paid little attention to the identities of the
birds in the /liad as zoological creatures, which may be due to the fact that Homeric
studies often take their departure from the humanities, literature or philology. The
focus has usually been on the symbolic functions of the birds and there has been little
interest in their ornithological status. So who are they and what are they doing in the

scenes that describe events where humans, gods and birds are interacting?

The present study

Aims

The purpose of this study is to investigate the identities, interactions and functions of
the birds in the //iad in order to try to fully understand their inclusion and significance
in this epic.

The first aim is to determine the various species of the birds as far as this is possi-
ble with the help of ornithological methods. The second aim is to try to ascertain the
symbolic functions and presence of birds as transmitters of messages, information, and
emotions through semiotics and hermeneutics.

In order to do this the focus will be placed on the following: (1) the ornithological
aspects — which include behaviours, characteristics and identities according to modern
taxonomy. The spatial and timely contexts for the birds are also included in this aspect,
(2) the birds’ forms (for example physical or metaphorical), (3) their interactions (with
for example gods and humans), and (4) their functions. Concerning this last aspect the
emphasis is on the birds’ communicative, informative and conceptual functions, and
the impact they have on the human characters of the //iad.?

The material consists of two groups: (1) those birds in the //iad that can get spe-

2 For a summary and discussion on Homer’s Troy at Hisarlik, see Latacz 2004. See also Korfmann 1991, 89—102. For another view cf.
Besedow 2007, 49—58.
3 The birds in the scenes have also other functions such as to create a sense of drama and to evoke mental, “visual” images in the minds of

the audience or listeners. These functions that are not negligible are not focused on in this study.
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INTRODUCTION

cies determined according to modern taxonomy, and (2) the scene contexts that they
appear in.

The so-called “bird scenes”, this term also used by de Jong,* are in all thirty-five.

On a larger scale the material is viewed as a source that provides information on
how humans have interacted with birds as co-existent and co-dwelling’ animals. These
interactions are responses such as attitudes, knowledge, and ideas of birds as well as
practices that are related to birds in different ways. Ultimately the birds in the //iad of-
fer a possibility to learn more about humans and birds as active “beings-in-the-world™
in a past society and how humans have used birds for different purposes.

The birds operate in two major contexts (a) the bird scene context where certain
events take place (such as physical and metaphorical interactions and inter-relationships
between birds, animals, humans and gods), and (b) the larger context of the //iad as a
whole. To get a full understanding of the roles of the birds as a whole, the investigation
needs to focus on each bird in each specific scene. So, it is from there that my study

takes it departure.

Assumptions and hypothesis

This study is based on two assumptions. Firstly, that the “poet” (“poets”) who once cre-
ated the bird scenes had a specific knowledge about birds and their behaviours and that
the audience to some extent also shared this lore.” The scenes were constructed on the
basis of this specific awareness, something that could be received correctly if the audi-
ence could relate to the birds as authentic, and secondly, that the various birds that oc-
cur in the //iad refer to real species that were carefully chosen to fit in the scenes and to
provide them with specific details concerning identity, behaviour, characteristics, voice,
environmental preferences and status. They are put into the narrative for very special
reasons as will be demonstrated in this study. My hypothesis is that some information
would be lost if we do not pay attention to the birds in their own right.

Outline
After the introductory remarks given above on the background of the thesis, its aims
and underlying assumptions, the rest of this first chapter will provide the reader with

a short presentation of the material. Then follows a section on a number of topics and

4 deJong200r1, 33-34, 624.

5 For “co-dwellings” and “species interaction” see Armstrong Oma 2007, 61, 68; Frankin 2002, 8—9; Ingold 2000, and Macnaghten &
Urry 1998.

6 See Ingold 2000 and Armstrong Oma 2007, 60—61.

7 Also see Voultsiadou & Tatolas who present diverse information on the morphology, ecology or behaviour of mammals and birds as

reported in the epics attributed to Homer and Hesiod. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 303-315.
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THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

concepts of modern Homeric scholarship and research. Here questions of oral tradi-
tion, time and space will be considered, as well as specific features in the //iad such as
metaphors, parallels and signs. Divine intervention in the //iad, the godlike warriors
and the concept of “double motivation” will also be considered in this section as well as
ancient bird divination and previous research on the bird scenes in the //iad.

The second chapter, THEORY AND METHOD, presents the theoretical and scientific
background and the methodological tools. Here ornithology, semiotics in combination
with Paul Ricoeur’s perspective on metaphor and symbol will be considered as well as
hermeneutics. Then follows a presentation of my analytical model which is based on
the four relevant aspects for this study: ornithology, form, interactions, and func-
tions.

In the third chapter ANALysTs, the thirty-five bird scenes will be presented in Greek
with English translations. Each scene is followed by my analysis, comments and inter-
pretation following the same structure.

In the fourth chapter, p1scussions, the results concerning the three main aspects
ornithology, form, and interactions is dealt with. The fourth aspect, functions, will
be discussed from a thematic grouping where I have chosen to use the five categories
that will emerge under the aspect form, namely, physical, transformation, metaphorical,
image and other.®

The last chapter presents the concLusiONs. At the end of the thesis is a bibliography,
as well as an appendix with photos of some of the suggested species of birds. These
photos aim to visually illustrate some of the birds’ specific behaviours, properties and
characteristics that have been discussed in this thesis. The species are placed in an order

that basically follow the order they occur in the /iad.

The material
Greek text and English translation

The bird scenes are delimited to the text passages which I have cited. My ambition has
been to include the text passages that bear immediate meaning regarding interpreta-
tion of the bird scene. The Greek text is taken from T. W. Allen’s edition of the /liad,
Oxford 1931.

The bolded text is mine, used for emphasis. All bird names have also been checked
against West’s Teubner edition (1998, 2000). Differences in orthography have not been
noted. For the English translations of all bird scenes, names of characters, and other

8 For my definitions of these categories of form, see chapter 2.
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INTRODUCTION

quotes from the //iad, I have used A. T. Murray, revised by W. F. Wyatt (Loeb Classical
Library, 2001), hereafter Murray & Wyatt. This translation was chosen because of its

closeness to the Greek text.

Presentation of Table 1

Table 1 presents the material, which consists of thirty-five bird scenes with passages and
bird names such as aretog, eagle, 70y, vulture, and néleia, dove. As the table shows the
bird names occur fifty-four times in inflected forms and in some cases in more than
one scene. The clear-voiced mountain bird in SCENE 17 called by two names, gaAxis
and xuwdis in 1. 14.291, represents one and the same bird, which means that the mate-
rial consists of forty-eight bird descriptions.

The table lists the bird scenes in the order in which they occur in the //iad, and the
same order will be followed in the analysis. This structure was chosen so as not to vio-
late the structure of the poem, and because the bird scenes accompany the events that
take place and the progression of the primary narrative. Table 1 further shows how the
bird scenes are evenly distributed in the /iad.

Since one of the aims is to species-determine the birds as far as possible, some scenes
have been excluded because of the impossibility of making an ornithological determi-
nation. The scenes mention ogvig and ofwvos simply meaning “bird” in general or “a
large bird”, and thus give no clue as to their particular species, are thus examples of
exclusions.” There is one further case, namely, aAxvay in . 9563. The name of this
bird is used as the surname of Meleager’s wife, Cleopatra, called “Halcyone” because
the mother herself, in a plight like that of the halcyon bird of many sorrows, wept because
Apollo who works from afar had snatched her child away (Il. 9.562—564). This scene has
been excluded because of its lack of detail in behaviour, characteristics and environ-
ment, making it impossible to determine this bird."

The bird scenes in the /liad are very different in character and structure. In some
of them, “physical” birds appear and become part of the human events, such as when
Zeus sends an eagle to the human characters and in some scenes the birds appear in
metaphorical ways such as when a warrior is metaphorically likened to a bird of prey.
Birds also appear as images or in transformations when gods for a while take their
shapes. Even if the birds’ forms differ, their identities, operations and functions will be

investigated as well as the physical and metaphorical interactions they are part of.

9 See LS] s.v. ogvis and s.v. olwyss.

10  Thompson describes the Halcyon as a symbolic or mystical bird. Thompson 1936, 46. Pollard points out that in later ancient sources the
aAxvay seems to have referred to the Kingfisher, Alcedo ispida, see Pollard 1977, 96-98. See also Arnott 2007, 12-13. The dAxvdy in the
Iliad is not discussed by Boraston 1911.
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THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

Table 1. The material: the selected 35 bird scenes with bird references from the lliad.

No. Passage Bird name in the nominative Bird name in Line
with Murray & Wyatt’s identi- inflected form as
fication presented in the
scenes
SCENE I 1l. 2.299-335 oTeoUd0, Sparrow oTpoudoio 1. 2311
oToovdoio 1. 2317
oTpoudoio 1l. 2326
SCENE 2 1l. 2.445-468 27, wild geese Ay 1l. 2.460
Yvépavos, crane Yeoaywy 1l. 2.460
XUnvog, swan HUHVWY 1l. 2.460
SCENE 3 1l. 2.494-s510 noAuToewy, doves ToAUTENOWY G, 1. 2502
SCENE 4 1l. 2.581-590 moAuTeRewy, doves ToAUTEOWYE 1. 2582
SCENE § 1. 3.1—9 Yépavos, crane Yeoavwy 1l.33
SCENE 6 1l. 4234239 iy, vulture yimeg 1l. 4237
SCENE 7 1. 5.773-795 méAea, dove meleidaty 1. 5777
SCENE 8 11. 754-66 atyvmos, vulture alyumidia 1. 759
SCENE 9 1. 8.227-252 alzTdg, eagle aleToy 1. 8.247
SCENE 10 1l. 10.272—298 Zowdide, heron owdioy 1l. 10.274
SCENE II 1. 11.153-162 20y, vulture Vimeoa 1l. 11.162
SCENE 12 1. 11.624—644 meleag, dove TENe1dde¢ 1. 11.634
SCENE 13 1. 12.195-257 aleTés, eagle aleTos 1. 12.201
aleTog Il 12.219
SCENE 14 1. 13.43-84 ionE, hawk*! Ton€ 1. 13.62
SCENE I5 1. 13526539 alyvmog, vulture alyuTIog 1. 13.531
SCENE 16 1. 13.809-837 ionE, falcon loTHwy 11. 13.819
aleTog, eagle aleTos 1. 13.822
SCENE 17 1l. 14.283-293 waAxic, chalchis, walrida 1. 14.291
#Uuivdis, cymindis A1yt 1. 14.291
SCENE 18 1l 15.229—245 ion€, falcon Tom 1. 15.238
SCENE 19 1l. 15.688—695 aleTés, eagle wleToc 1l. 15.690
%7y, wild goose 2@y 1. 15.692
Yépavos, crane Yeedvwy 1. 15.692
HUAVOG, swan Hhvwy 1. 15.692
SCENE 20 1. 16.419—443 aiyvmog, vulture alyumiol 1. 16.428
SCENE 21 1l. 16.581—592 iomE, falcon o 1l. 16582
sohotog, daw xoAotoUg 1. 16,583
Yo, starling Yijoas 1l. 16583
SCENE 22 1l. 16.830-842 20y, vulture yomeg 1]. 16.836
SCENE 23 1. 17.451-473 alyvmiog, vulture alymiog 1. 17.460
27Y, goose Kvas 1l. 17.460
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SCENE 24 1l. 17.673—693 aleTds, eagle aleTos 1. 17.674
SCENE 25§ 1. 17.755—761 Yap, starling Japdy 1. 17755
xohoiés, daw xolo1@y 1. v7:755
s#ipros, falcon sigxwy 1. 17757
SCENE 26 1l. 18.266—283 20y, vulture Fimeg 1l. 18.271
SCENE 27 1. 18.614—617 ionE, falcon TonE 1l. 18.616
SCENE 28 1l. 19342356 apmy, falcon* aomy 1. 19.350
SCENE 29 1l. 21.248-256 aleTés, eagle aleTol 1. 21.252
SCENE 30 1. 21.489—496 méAeta, dove méleia 1. 21.493
iomé, falcon loynog 1l. 21.494
SCENE 3I 1l. 22.38—45 20y, vulture imes 1. 22.42
SCENE 32 1l. 22.130-144 xipno, falcon xignog 1l. 22.139
médeta, dove mélelay 1l. 22.140
SCENE 33 1l. 22.300-316 aleés, eagle @leToc 1l. 22.308
SCENE 34 11. 23.850-883 néAeta, dove TéAetay 1l. 23.853
TéAetay 1. 23.855
TéAetay 1l. 23.874
SCENE 35 1. 24.308-321 aleTdg, eagle aleToy 1. 24315

*1 Murray & Wyatt here translate it as “hawk”, but I will give another suggestion, see analysis, SCENE 14.
*2 Murray & Wyatt here translate it as “falcon” but I will give another suggestion, see analysis, SCENE 28.

Initial framework for the thesis

There are a multitude of studies dealing with different aspects of the //iad since an-
tiquity. Here I will present and discuss some topics as well as previous research that I
have found most relevant for my work. Some of all this will be considered again in the
following chapters while some are to be viewed as background information that occurs

only in this section.

The Iliad: considerations on oral tradition, time and space

Homeric discourse has been dominated by the research initiated by Milman Parry and
developed by Albert Lord. Their thesis is based on the idea that the /liad and Odyssey
have oral roots that go back to the songs of illiterate bards. Parry investigated the oral
poetry that was still alive in the Balkans before the Second World War and compared
it with the Homeric epics."" From his comparisons with Yugoslav heroic poetry, Parry
classified the //iad, containing over 15,000 lines, and the Odjyssey with 12,110, as purely
oral, traditional poetry. He concluded that Homer was familiar with many traditional

narratives and songs set in the heroic age and that he based his own compositions

11 Parry 1971. See also West 2011, 3—6; Heubeck 1988, 8; Janko 1998, 1-13.
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on traditional material.'* As Martin West points out, Parry “explored the formulaic
language of epic more fully to demonstrate its systematic character, its extension and
economy.”"> What Parry concluded is commonly accepted today: (1) that the //iad and
the Odyssey were products of a long tradition of oral poetry, (2) that Homer was a poet
who was trained in the traditional manner of composition and who, like the bards
described in the Odyssey, accompanied himself on a phorminx, a stringed instrument,
and (3) that Homer was a poet who used a traditional language that had developed over
several centuries in a circle of bards."

Based on the examinations on the Slavic oral songs Albert Lord, who was Parry’s
pupil, showed that Avdo Mededovi¢, an illiterate Bosniak guslar (oral singer), from
Montenegro, who accompanied himself with a gusle, a single-stringed violin, was able
to adorn and expand a tale that he heard in a version of about 2000 lines, to his own
version that was much more elaborate and 12,000 lines long."” Apart from showing that
traditional oral poetry could be of considerable size,' Lord argued that in oral poetics,
composing and performing are aspects of the same process without the aid of writing."”
Parry’s and Lord’s aim was, as Lord himself said, not to constitute an oral “theory”, but
rather to demonstrate facts concerning oral traditional poetry'®. Common features are
the repeated lines, the recurrent epithets, and the typical scenes.”” Lord describes how
the oral epics that had flourished in the Slavic Balkans for centuries, gradually “came
to be written down, and the concept of a fixed text, and of the text, of a song came to
be current.”*

After Parry and Lord Homeric research have developed in many ways. There are
elaborate, varied and plentiful studies: for example, the Neoanalytical scholars have
studied the relationship between the two Homeric epics and the Epic Cycle.”! Gre-
gory Nagy and Egbert Bakker have suggested that cross-fertilisation and resonances
between different traditions, genres, episodes and type scenes are the driving forces be-
hind much of the artistic innovation in the Homeric epics.*” In recent research signifi-

cant developments have also been made in narratology, where the focus is on how story

12 Parry1971. See also Heubeck 1988, 8; Kirk 2010.

13 West 2011, 3.

14 Parry 1971; West 2011, 3—4; Heubeck 1988, 10; Janko 1998, 1-13. See also Lord 1954, especially 124-134, 1991, 1995, 2000, and Janko 1990,
326-334, 1992, 37—38; Kirk 1962, and Foley 1985, 1997, 146-173.

15 Lord 1991, 62, 68—71. See also Janko 1998, 3.

16 See also Edwards, who emphasises that the oral traditional poetry has no standard length and that “the features differed at every
performance even if sung by the same singer.” Edwards 2005, 302.

17 Lord 2000, 28.

18 See Lord 1995, 191.

19 Lord 1991, 1995, 2000.

20 Lord 1995, 102. Concerning the Homeric poems, see also Janko’s dictation theory, Janko 1998. For the question whether the /liad was
dictated or written down, see also West 2011, 1-77.

21 Forasummary, see Edwards 1991, 15-19. For a recent study on the Epic Cycle, see Burgess 2005, 344-352.

22 Nagy 1979 and Bakker 1997.
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telling works.” Scholars such as Mark Edwards and Ruth Scodel discuss the interac-
tions between the narrator and the audience.” John Miles Foley’s concept “traditional
referentiality”, meaning that words, phrases, type-scenes and themes acquire “inherent
meaning” through their repeated uses,” is also interesting, as is Elisabeth Minchin’s
application of cognitive theory on the Homeric poems and their value as resources of
memory.”® Highly important are also the increasing number of studies that emphasise
the links that connect early Greek poetry with the literatures of Mesopotamia, Anato-
lia, Canaan and Israel. Martin West, Walter Burkert and others have clearly shown that
the fliad is pervaded by themes and motifs of Near Eastern origin.”’

Let us now turn to the poet of the //iad. Whether the name of this poet was Homer
or not, Martin West puts forward the proposition that the //iad is almost entirely the
work of one poet. He refers to Schadewaldt’s liasstudien of 1938, and claims that since
then the great majority of Homerists have taken the unity of the poem for granted.
According to West most scholars today accept that the so-called Doloneia, the tenth
book of the //iad about the spy Dolon, is an early addition by a different poet. Few
deny that there may be minor interpolations by rhapsodes in other places and there is
sometimes disagreement about particular passages.”® West further refers to the guild or
corporation of thapsodes known as the Homeridai in the fifth and fourth centuries BC,
who regarded Homer as their founder and ancestor. They recited Homer’s poetry, told
stories about his life and claimed that even if they were not of one family, they once had
been. West concludes that “the //iad and the Odyssey were composed at a time when
epic poets did not think of themselves as having a proprietary title to the material they
re-shaped and performed, so that their names did not become attached to the poems as
the names of authors, only as performers.””

The geographical details in the f/iad suggest that the poet came from the western
coast of Asia Minor. West identifies the poet’s home territory as the region east of the
Aegean which is also the universal agreement today, at least concerning the poet of the
[liad. In antiquity various cities claimed to have been Homer’s home. Smyrna appears
to have had the oldest claim as his birthplace, though he was also held to have lived on
Chios and to have died on Ios.** One of the best pieces of evidence for the poet’s home

23 See, for example, de Jong 1987, 1997, 305—325, 2001 and Bakker 1997.

24  Edwards 1991, 1-10. Scodel 2002.

25 Foley, 1999, 1-34; 2002, 121. See also Ready 2007, 118—119.

26 Minchin 2010, 2001.

27 Burkert 1992, 1997, 292—301. Concerning the /liad in particular, see also West 1997, 334—401. For Homeric and Hittite parallels, see
Puhvel 1991, 21-29. See also Foley 2005, especially Part IT about Near Eastern epic and Part IIT about ancient Greek epic. See also
Louden 2006.

28  See West 2011, 7—9 with references.

29 West 2011, 9. For research on Homer the “person”, see also Vogt 1991, 365—377 and Latacz 1996, 15—69.

30 On the ancient biographical tradition, see West 2003, 309—313. Also see West 2011, 15—-20.
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territory is to be found in /. 2.459 fI. where the poet describes the Achaean warriors,
pouring out from their ships to the plain, as flocks of lively geese, cranes, and swans
that are noisily settling on the meadows beside the river Cayster. As West points out,
this is surely not a stock simile that the poet repeated from other singers. It is very likely
that he had observed sceneries like this and decided to use it when describing the Ach-
aeans’ first advance against the Trojans. West suggests that the poet was familiar with
the Cayster and Hermos valleys and western Anatolia, and that he travelled from town
to town to give his performances. He further finds it likely that Homer also visited
Troy, what is today called Hisarlik close to the Dardanelles and the Aegean Sea, and
that it was from the remnans of the massive Bronze Age walls viewing the panorama
that the poet pictured the battle between the Achaeans and the Trojans.*

The dating of the Homeric epics continues to be a controversial topic. Janko, who
uses statistics based on different dialectical indicators, argues that the text of both epics
became fixed in the latter half of the eighth century, though he has also argued for an
even earlier date.** West proposes that there are a series of indications that points to the
seventh century for the //iad rather than the eighth, and that some of them point to a
date after 680.” The eighth century BC to the early seventh century BC is the time-
span presented by most scholars.*® Another question that still remains to be answered
is whether the //iad and Odyssey were composed by one and the same poet, but there is
no room for an exposition concerning this here.””

There are details in the //iad that goes back to the Mycenaean Bronze Age such
as the large tower-like body shields chiefly associated with the greater Aias, and the
boar-tusk’s helmet described in /. 10.261.%* Concerning the Iron Age Ian Morris has
pointed out that Homer was aware of eighth-century developments in material culture
although it has not been possible to identify a single region and period with a material

culture exactly like that in the epics.”” Morris emphasises that even though we can view

31 West 2011, 20. This bird scene is SCENE 2 in the present study.

32 West 2011, 20—25. For a summary and discussion of Homer’s Troy and Hisarlik, see Latacz 2004. See also Korfmann 1991, 89—102. For
another view cf. Besedow 2007, 49—58.

33 West 2011, 20-25.

34  Janko 19825 1996. Janko further considers it possible that that full oral compositions in hexameters were still practiced in Greece down
to the middle of the sixth century BC. Janko 1998, 3.

35 West 2011, especially 17.

36 Sce for example Janko 1982, 1996 and West 2011, 17. For a summary, see Lane Fox 2008, 381-384.

37  Foradiscussion, see for example, Turner 1997, 123— 145 with references. Robin Lane Fox and Ruth Scodel are examples of two modern
scholars having different views in the question. Lane Fox thinks that the Iliad and the Odyssey were composed “by one and the same
Homer, not two separate poets.” Lane Fox, 2008, 384. Scodel is “...inclined to think that different poets from the same school composed
each epic.” Scodel, 2009, 2, note 7.

38  Sece for example Kirk 1985, 8. Laffineur also mentions Nestor’s cup in /. 11.633—637 (SCENE 12 in the present study) as a classic example
of echoes from the Bronze Age. He also mentions a secondary category, pictorial representations of narrative type such as the “warrior
vase” from Mycenae. See Laffineur 2007, 89—8s. For Homer and the Bronze Age, see also Bennet 1997, s11—534. For recent studies in the
Aecgean Bronze Age, see for example Shelmerdine 2008.

39 Morris 1997, 557—558. For a detailed study, see also Crielaard 1995.
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Homeric society as a mixture of diverse societies, the /liad and Odyssey reflect realities
since they “..were both produced by real people, acting in pursuit of their own goals
in a period of dramatic change.™ In spite of the traces of different time contexts, Kurt
Raaflaub has further suggested that the //iad, like other heroic epics, is “historical in

appearance but contemporary in meaning”.*!

Specific features: similes, metaphors, parallels and signs

A frequent feature in the f/iad as well in the Odjyssey is what is traditionally labelled Ho-
meric similes.*? In modern research the artistry of the Homeric similes has been empha-
sised and the term “bird similes” is also used at times.* As we know, a simile, according
to Elisabeth Minchin, is “a formal, verbal comparison, in which one idea or entity is
compared with another idea or entity which has similar features. To effect this compari-
son, the ‘target domain’ (the idea under discussion) is explicitly ‘mapped’ by the domain
of the simile (or the ‘source domain’).”** According to Edwards Homeric similes have a
characteristically everyday content that “unite narrator and audience in their world, not
that of the heroes”,” and they are introduced by a variety of different words where the
commonest is wg, g (3) o1e, NiTe, Eotxws, ivog, oios.*® A good example of a simile with
a bird is when Achilles in 7/. 9 says (this sequence is introduced by wg): Just as” a bird
brings to her unfledged chicks any morsel she may find, but with herself it goes ill, so was I
used to watch through many a sleepless night, and bloody days I passed in battle, fighting with
warriors for their women’s sake (Il. 9.323—327).*8 James Redfield structures the similes in
the fliad into three themes that concern (1) weather and ocean, (2) technical procedures,
(3) and hunting and herding. There is yet another smaller group of similes that Redfield
wants to add, and this is what he calls the “similes representing wild animals among
themselves. This group — and this group alone — includes similes mentioning birds.”

I will use the term “bird metaphorical utterances™" for the scenes in the /iad that

40 Morris 1997, 558. For Homer and the Iron Age, see also Coldstream 1977 and Whitley 1991. For Homer and archaeological research see
also Buchholz 1991, 11—44, Blome 1991, 45-60, Hiller 1991, 61-88, and Korfmann 1991, 89—102.

41 Raaflaub 1997, 62. For recent studies in the archaic Greek society including their Mediterranean and non-Greek context, see for
example Raaflaub & van Wees 2009.

42 For Homeric similes see Edwards 1991, 24—41. See also Frinkel, Gleichnisse, from 1921 which is one of the fullest treatments. There is
a list of similes in Lee 1964, 62—64. Also see Scott 1974, 2009; Hogan 1966; Nimis 1987; Moulton 1977; Tsagarakis 1982; Mueller 1984,
108-124; Redfield 2004, 186-203 and Danek 2005, 41—77. For a discussion on imagery and memory in Homeric simile, see Minchin
2001, 132-160. For a comparison between Homeric and Hittite similes, see Puhvel 1991, 21-29.

43 See for example Scott 2009, 1974 and Moulton 1977. For “bird similes” see Scott 1974, 77—79. For a list see Scott 2009, 258.

44  Minchin 2001, 133. For the terminology see also Lakoff & Turner 1989, especially 63—64.

45 Edwards 1991, 39.

46 Edwards 1991, 25, 39.

47 My bold emphasis.

48  This example is excluded from my material since the bird is referred here as a “bird” in a general sense and thus cannot be species
determined. The example differs also in other aspects in comparison to my selected scene since Achilles is speaking and thus not really
in active motiom when the simile is expressed.

49  Redfield 2004, 189.

so  For “metaphorical utterances”, see Ricoeur 1976, 49—s0 and chapter 2.
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describe various birds whose names are more specific than merely ogvis and orwvos and
those used in likenesses to humans or gods where all characters (including the birds) are
temporarily in active motion. I have found the “active” structure of these scenes more
similar to what is labelled a “Homeric metaphor” as well as the fact that they violate the
normal order of things: see the coming section.”

The Homeric metaphor is related to similes, but it also shows differences.” It fo-
cuses on “one (or more) similar elements in two otherwise dissimilar things”>> Accord-
ing to Edwards “a metaphor stands out by its violation of the normal order of things,
stating as a fact what is actually an impossibility.”* He further points out that “The an-
cients’ interest in metaphors often appears in the exegetical scholia.” Discussing that
these sometimes explains the source of the metaphor, correctly or fancifully Edwards
gives an example from /. 4.274, “where végos...ne{@v is explained as ‘the denseness and
frightening aspect of the phalanx is likened to a black and threatening cloud.”** I find
it interesting to compare here with 7/. 16.581—592 (SCENE 21) and //. 17.755—761 (SCENE
25) where the foremost fighters of the Lycians and Trojans in the first case, and the
young Achaean warriors in the second case, are “likened to” (marked by wg in both
cases and thus traditionally labelled as “similes”) fleeing and panicked flocks of daws
and starlings.

Edwards points out that the scholia often pay attention to the emphasis given by
a metaphor, and usually describe it as “vivid” (éupavtien), as Edwards discusses, and
“paying particular attention (as Aristotle did) to cases of the animation of an inani-
mate object.”” The scholia also mention metaphors that are said to be close to a com-
parison.’® In addition to Edwards, scholars such as Parry, Stanford and Moulton have
discussed Homeric metaphors.”” Moulton discusses some prominent examples of meta-
phors that he associate with parallel expressions such as the figurative uses of “bronze”
(Il. 11.24), and Zeus, who pushes Hector from behind with his large hand (Z/. 15.693—
695).°” Wayne suggests that good metaphors should be “active” and “lending the energy

of animated things to whatever is less energetic or more abstract.”

st Ifurther agree with Beardsley and Ricoeur in that metaphors possess a double meaning and that a metaphor is “a poem in miniature”.
Beardsley 1981, 144; Ricoeur 1976, 46.

52 Metaphors and similes are sometimes discussed as one group, see for example Mueller 1984, 108-124.

53 Edwards 1991, 48.

s4  Edwards 1991, 48.

131 See Edwards 1991, 48 who refers to the detailed treatment in Plutarch. Vit. Hom 19—20, and Porphyry, Quaest. Hom. 1.6 and r.17.

56 Edwards 1991, 48 based on (AbT). See also LS] s.v. végog ‘cloud, mass of clouds’, and s.v. 7e{¢ "on foot, walking,...fighters on foot, opp.
those in chariots’.

57 See Edwards 1991, 48—49 with references.

58  See Edwards 1991, 49 who mentions /7. 13.339 as such an example. See also Janko 1992, 89—90.

59 Parry 1933, 30—43; Stanford 1936, 118—-143; Moulton 1979, 279—293.

60 Moulton 1979, 279—293. The last example from the //iad is part of SCENE 19.

61 Wayne 1978, 54—6. For metaphors, see also chapter 2.
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It is easy to observe the many parallels in the //iad and in the events taking place
there. The different elements are related to each other, and rather often are described
in elaborate detail. Maureen Alden, who takes inspiration from the famous Homer-
ist lonannis Kakridis, calls this parallel structure “para-narratives”.*> She explains the
relationship between the main narrative of the //iad and its secondary narratives and
episodes. Alden emphasises that the para-narratives act as a guide to the interpretation
of the main plot. She speaks of para-narratives as “a coded reference™ that offers an
“interval of reflection”.** A good example is when Nestor tells Agamemnon the story
of the battle of Lapiths and centaurs, see //. 1.259—273. Nestor’s tale is important at two
deeper levels, as Alden suggests.” Firstly, the audience (and we) associates the battle
with the wedding feast of Peirithous and Hippodameia, where the battle is fought to
prevent bride-stealing by the drunken centaurs. Secondly, and at a deeper level in Nes-
tor’s story, the Lapiths correspond to the Greeks, and the centaurs to the Trojans, and
thirdly, and at an even deeper level Nestor “implicitly” and in “veiled terms” criticizes
Agamemnon for taking Briseis away from Achilles.®® I find Alden’s ideas valuable in
regard to my own study and the understanding of the //iad as the multiple and many-
layered narrative it is.

Turning now from parallels to signs, Gregory Nagy has contributed to our under-
standing of the Iliadic world of ideas by discussing the concept s7jua. He translates
oiua, as ‘signal’, or ‘sign’, and writes that “the semantics of séma are indeed connected
with the semantics of thinking.”” As Nagy points out, the recognition of a ofjua
requires an act of interpretation. Here Nagy mentions the scar of the disguised Odys-
seus that his nurse Eurykleia uses as a o7ua to identify him (see Od. 13.73). From the
Iliad Nagy gives the example of the serpent that Zeus sent to the Achaeans before the
war had started between the Achaeans and Trojans. The serpent devoured nine spar-
rows high up in a tree at Aulis when the Achaeans were making offerings to the gods.
Calchas, who was the payrig, the professional diviner, recognized the event as a s7jua
that predicted that the Achaeans would make war at Troy for nine years and then take
the city on the tenth (Z/. 2.308-332).°® According to Nagy, Zeus sends different kinds
of rijuara, lightning being another example, as codes bearing distinct messages that

62 Alden 2000.

63  Alden 2000, 13.

64  Alden 2000, 18.

65 Alden 2000, 80.

66  Alden 2000, 81.

67  Nagy 1992, 203—222.

68  This bird scene is SCENE I in the present study. One could think that the examples that Nagy gives differ to the extreme, but Nagy’s
point is to show that signs can exist on many levels in the //iad. For pdvtic and the ancient practice of divination from birds, see below
in this chapter.
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are to be interpreted in context by both the characters that witness the event and the

narrative itself.®

Divine intervention, godlike warriors, and the concept of double motivation

Besides being a narrative that describes events in the Trojan War we can also view
the /liad as a myth. Using Bruce Louden’s definition of myth, I mean a sacred, tradi-
tional narrative that describes the interrelations of mortals and gods and other details
that give us information about humans and societies.”” By “sacred” Louden means the
“word of god” invested with divine authority, as the //iad so clearly marks in its first
line.”! By “traditional” Louden means “..both that a myth probably has its genesis in
an oral tradition and that it is not believed to be new, or original, but composed entirely
out of commonly known, pre-existing elements.””

It is especially the prominent warriors, princes and kings who become subjects of
the gods’ interventions in the //iad, and this makes them special and godlike in some
aspects. These men are the race of men half-divine (II. 12.23). According to Jasper Grif-
fin “...the heroes were nearer to the gods than later men. ‘Born to Zeus’, ‘nourished by
Zeus’, ‘honoured by Zeus’; these are standard epithets for Homeric kings and princes,
and not less interesting are ‘loved by Zeus” and ‘god-like’””®> However, I would like to
emphasise that the gods do not intervene in the mortals’ activities all the time but only
occasionally, and usually in important human war activities.” Strength, power and val-
our are closely connected, and concerning the valour of humans, it is Zeus who increases
it for men or diminishes it, just as he is minded, for he is mightiest of all (Il. 20. 241-243).
These thoughts are closely connected to those of aristeia, which according to Louden is
“...a higher than usual level of prowess attained by a warrior, inspired by a god, who is
for a time virtually unstoppable on the battlefield.””

Albin Lesky introduced the concept of “double motivation” to improve the under-
standing of the gods’ interactions in the human spheres in the Homeric epics. Double
motivation is “..a kind of fusion of what happens in the human mind and what the

god intends and causes; this fusion resists any logical division into separate parts, but,

69  Nagy 1992, 204. For a semiotic definition of a “sign”, see also chapter 2.

70 Louden 2006, 9. According to Louden the Z/iad is set against a background of siege myths. He suggests that siege myths probably
existed in Greek culture as early as the Mycenaean era and draws parallels to the Near Eastern traditions, i.e., Lugulbanda and the
Thunderbird, Gilgamesh and Aka, Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta (all Sumerian), and Kirta (Ugarit) as well as to the Old Testament
myth. See Louden 2006, especially 148—239.

71 Louden 2006, 9. See also /. 1.1.

72 Louden 2006, 9.

73 Griffin 1980, 82. According to Griffin the subject of Greek mythology is the heroes, and the epic dealt with the ‘deeds of gods and men’.
For the godlike heroes in the /liad, see Griffin 1980, especially 81-102. See also Kirk 1970, Silk 2004, 61~72, and Nagy 2005, 71-89.

74 For human situations without interference on the part of the gods, see for example 7/. 6.1-4; 20.26-27.

75 Louden 2006, 317, see also 171-172. For aristeia in Homer, see also Silk 2004, 38, and Wilson 2010, 171-194.
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in our view, is an essential part of how Homer viewed the world.””® Lesky pointed out
that “the impulses in the human mind and the intervention of the god flow together
towards one and the same action, and this action thus receives its motivation from both
realms.””” These two realms sometimes “agree” and sometimes “disagree”. According
to Lesky “The human action cannot be said to be also the action of the god, but the
latter reinforces the former, it would still occur without any divine help. It is this ‘extra
thrust’ that sometimes characterizes greater events t00.””® In human combats it is the
god who communicates the ecstatic fighting spirit, but as Lesky argues, it is the mortal
who executes the feat.”” It is however not only the physical realm that is influenced
by the god when “double motivation” exists, but also the psychological one that is,
in Lesky’s words, “undifferentiated in Homer”.** Mortals are further sometimes “in-
structed by a god.”® Lesky views “double motivation” in Homer with its multitude of
variations as a concept that goes far back in time.*

Lesky’s ideas were developed by Eric R. Dodds, who talked of the phenomenon as
“psychic intervention”,** which he defined as “the communication of power from god
to man”. He describes it as a kind of experience and energy that is religious, physical,
and psychological.®* As Dodds discusses it, in the Z/iad psychic intervention is typically
transmitted through a god’s communication of uévos, great might, to a warrior during
a battle. An example is when Athena inserts a triple portion of uévog into Diomedes’
breast.®> Rather often communication of uévog comes after a prayer, but it also comes
spontaneous and in different situations.

A heightened uévos is, as Dodds claims, an abnormal state that needs a su-
pernormal explanation.’” The effect of psychic intervention is fundamental.
As Dodds so clearly describes it, “When a man feels wévos in his breast, (...) he is
conscious of the mysterious access of energy; the life in him is strong, and he
is filled with a new conficence and eagerness.”® Finally, Dodds concludes that ..

we should not dismiss these statements as “poetic intervention” or “divine machinery”.

76 Lesky 1999, 384.

77 Lesky 1999, 386, see also 38s.

78  Lesky 1999, 389.

79  Lesky 1999, 391, see also 293.

80  Lesky 1999, 389. Lesky refers to /. 9.219 and 11.716.

81 Lesky 1999, 392.

82 Lesky 1999, 390.

83  Dodds 1951, 5.

84  See Dodds 1951, 2-8.

85 Dodds 1951, 8. See 1. 5.125f., 136. Very soon after this moment Diomedes became lion-like for a while, see 7. 5.115-165 and /. 5.253. See
also Louden who describes uévog as the battle might and the power which a god instills in a warrior to stimulate his aristeia. Louden
2006, 318.

86  Dodds 1951, 9.

87  Dodds 1951, 9.

88  Dodds 1951, 6.
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No doubt the particular instances are often invented by the poet for the convenience of
his plot; and certainly the psychic intervention is sometimes linked with a physical one
(..) But we can be pretty sure that the underlying idea was not invented by the poet,
and that it is older than the conception of anthropomorphic gods physically and visibly
taking part in a battle.”®
Silk follows the same idea in saying that the gods are to be thought of as sources of
human capacities and impulses over a wide register of behaviour and experience, espe-
cially, as he says, concerning “momentary human impulses”.’® Thus the poet prays to the
Muse for inspiration in //. 1—7. In order to be able to compose, he needs, as Silk points
out, “...not only his fundamental ‘gift’ (as we still call it) but the god-given inspiration
of the moment; and this is the pattern for many special decisions and experiences.””!
Another example is when Athena gives Diomedes force and courage (Il. 5.1—2). He enters
a state that Silk calls an “unusual human behaviour”?* Silk says, “In such cases the
gods may still be sources of the special impulse, but they are also symbols of it.”* Silk
further emphasises, as Lesky did, that a heroes efforts and achievements cannot only be
a god’s but also his own. Thus Diomedes said to King Agamemnon that Achilles would
fight when the heart in his breast commands him, and a god rouses him (II. 9.701—703).*
When divine intervention and double motivation are operating this is sometimes
marked clearly, as when the poet informs us that Zeus or Athena breathed or put great
might into specific humans.” In these cases the poet clearly reveals the gods’ identities,
but this is not always the case.”® On other occasions divine intervention is expressed
figuratively by means of gods who take different forms as humans, and sometimes
birds.”” In these situations the gods want to influence the humans in different ways,

e.g., encourage them to enter the battle or frighten them to make them flee.

Ancient practice of divination from birds
Ancient ornithomanteia is a niche of divination that is discussed within departments of
classical studies, philology, anthropology, and religious studies.”®

Divination is described by modern scholars as an art, a belief, a techné, a practice and

89  Dodds 1951, 9.

9o  Silk2004, 71.

91 Silk 2004, 71. See also de Jong 1997, 306.

92 Silk2004, 71.

93  Silk 2004, 71.

94  Seealso Silk 2004, 72.

95 Itis however not only warriors who receive such extra powers from the gods. At /. 17. 456 Zeus breathed might into Achilles” divine
horses Xanthos and Balius. For another example with horses, see 7. 23.468.

96 See for example /. 17.469—473 and discussion of SCENE 23.

97  For examples with birds see SCENES 8 and 17.

98 Other fields that in recent years have given increased attention to divination are gender studies, semiotics and the construction of
authority. Iles Johnston 2007, 26—27.

30



INTRODUCTION

a praxis, which says something of the multiple nature of this subject.”” Divination is
also described sometimes as a ritual.'” The communicational aspect of rituals is impor-
tant to consider. According to Eftychia Stavrianopoulou, “..ritual is not only a suitable
medium for enabling communication or transmitting a message, but represents a kind
of ‘language™.'"!

If we speak of Greek sign decipherment in a broader sense, the specialist was the
Greek pavtig. This word has an unknown etymology and word formation. According
to Burkert “Der Akt eines Orakels oder Sehers, Spriiche zu geben, heisst xody, eigent-
lich wohl schlicht an die Hand geben’; der Spruch heisst darum gonouos.”** Sarah Iles
Johnston points out that the work of a waytis (diviner, seer, prophet) was close to divi-
nation but also to magic. Emphasising the distinction between magic and divination,
she argues that the former endowed one with power and the latter, with knowledge
from the divine spheres.'”® Apollo is the particular god of wavreia and sancturies dedi-
cated to him were the most successful among oracle shrines while also other gods and
heroes could be part of the activities there.'*

While it seems that no generally accepted practice of bird divination had been estab-
lished within the Greek context,'” we see a much more systematic recording of omens
(including bird signs) in the Near East where divination became a complex, literate
discipline early on.'” Bird divination is described in the Old Testament and was, ac-
cording to Burkert, developed in the Orient.'”” It was culturally learnt and culturally
differentiated. According to Stephanie Dalley and A. T. Reyes, bird divination was
developed in Mesopotamia.'”® Richard Beal points out that there were different means
by which people could communicate with the gods in Mesopotamia as well as in Hatti.
Both solicited and unsolicited messages were considered as coming from the gods and
the ancient Mesopotamians made a science out of carefully collecting such messages
from the gods to try to decipher their intentions. Vast glossaries were created and these
were later passed along to the Hittites by the Hurrians.'”” The Hittite bird oracles,

99  See Burkert 2005, 1-16; Iles Johnston 2008; Vernant 1974; Bouché-Leclercq 1879, 127-145; Halliday 1913, 246-271; Pollard 1977, 116-129;
Malkin 1987, 92; Prichett 1979, 101-108.

100  See for example Thesaurus Cultus et Rituum Antiquorum, Vol. 111 from 2005 where divination is one of the subjects together with
prayer, veneration, oaths, magical rituals, etc.

1or  Stavrianopoulou 2006, 18.

102 Burkert 2005, 2.

103 Iles Johnston 2008, 152-153. For a general description of magic and divination, see also Ciraolo & Seidel 2002.

104 Burkert 2005, 2.

105 See Baumbach & Trampedach 2004, 123-124. See also Bouché-Leclerq 1879, 129 and Pollard 1977, 116-129. For bird divination in Greek
contexts and in Homer, see also Dillon 1996, 99-121; Bouché-Leclercq 1879, 127-145; Halliday 1913; Malkin 1987, 108—109; Baumbach &
Trampedach 2004, 123-126 and Stockinger 1959.

106 See for example Guinan 2002, 7—40 who focuses on the Akkad Prodigies and Summa alu in particular.

107  Gen. 15, 11 and Burkert 2005, 1—5. Burkert adds that in Greek sources the Phrygians are mentioned as the inventors. Burkert based on
Clem. Strom. 1, Tatian. 1., Arr. an. 2,3, lust. 11, 7, 3. Burkert 2005, 5.

108 Dalley & Reyes 1998, 91. Also see McGeogh 2004, 252 and West 2011, 85, 1997, 47.

109 Beal 2002, 57. Beal further reports that the Hittite archives includes omens from signs of the sun, moon and stars, earthquakes, births,
oil, animal behaviour, as well as marks and configurations of the liver, gallbladder, intestines and other internal organs. Beal 2007, 57.
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which Beal considers an indigenous Hittite science, were a specific type of oracle that
was performed by a bird watcher who observed and recorded the flights, movements
and spatial positions of different kinds of birds starting from the time the bird or birds
flew into a specific field of vision. Different bird names and a specific terminology were
used to record the observations. There is a “good side” and the right-left opposition
seems to be important as well as if a bird for example came across a river diagonally.
After putting a question to the gods, the birdwatcher did not ask for a favourable or
unfavourable response: rather, the birds “confirmed” or “excluded” what was asked in
the question."” According to Beal “The oracular answer to a single question usually
involves several different birds, often of different species, each of which perform several
fairly complicated motions...”""" The methodologies in bird divination differed in dif-
ferent parts of the world, such as in Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Etruria and Rome.'"?

The common Greek terms for bird divination are oiwvooxomxy and opviSouavrein.''?
The verbs oiwvilouar and ogmiSevouar means “to foretell from birds” or “to prophesy”
in general."* The words for ‘bird’, dgvis and oiwvos, were also used to describe mantic
signs.'® According to Burkert, it is possible to trace bird divination practices from
ancient sources such as the /iad and the Odyssey."'® In these poems birds are given
important roles as means of getting and coding divine messages. Birds were viewed
as potential ‘messengers of the gods’ which is appropriate since some of them dwelled
where gods also lived (in mountains) and since they moved freely between the divine
and human spheres.'”

According to Pollard the belief that birds were the agents of the gods’ will is a fun-
damental feature in Homer.""® He describes how an ominous bird in the //iad was
distinguished as oiwvos by the bird diviner, perhaps because it flew alone."” There
are two names used in the f/iad for persons paying extra attention to birds. Pollard
explains that the olwvomorog was an official “bird expert” while the oiwvioTng was a
“bird interpreter”.”*® According to Richard Hainsworth the omens that occur in the

110 Beal 2002 57, 65—76 with references.

111 Beal 2002, 70.

112 For Mesopotamia see for example Dalley & Reyes 1998, 91 and Manetti 1993, 1—13. For Anatolia (Hittite) see Beal 2002 6576,
see also 57, and Kammenhuber 1976. For Etruria and Rome see for example McGeough 2004, 252-256.

113 Baumbach & Trampedach 2004, 125 note 12 based on Proclus ad Hes. Op. 824.

114 See LS] s.v. oiwvilopar and dgwiSetopar. Also see Baumbach & Trampedach 2004, 125 note 12.

115 Burkert 2005, 5 based on Av. 716—722. Also see Dillon 1996, 102.

116 Burkert 2005, 5. See also Dillon 1996, 108—110.

117 See also Pollard 1977, 116-129. This idea is found in 7. 24.315-316 (SCENE 35 in the present study). Also see Iles Johnston 2008, 129.

118 Pollard 1977, 116.

119 Pollard 1977, 120.

120 Pollard 1977, 120, see also 14. For olwyomodos see I1. 1.69, 6.76; Aesch. Supp. 57, and for olwvigris see Il. 2.858, 17.218. Jan Bremmer, who
has discussed the role and social status of the diviner, emphasises his important role in military expeditions. Calchas, the seer who is
frequently mentioned in the fiad, is described as far the best of diviners, who had knowledge of all things that were, and that were to be,
and that had been before, and who had guided the ships of the Achaeans to Ilios by the gift of prophecy that Phoebus Apollo had granted him
(/1. 1.69—72). Bremmer points out that the seer was often of royal lineage and describes Calchas as “the model of the archaic Greek seer
par excellence: male, ornithomancer, problemsolver, closely connected with a god, and a prestigious warrior.” Bremmer 1996, 98.
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Iliad such as the heron in /. 10.272— 298'*! are usually sent by the god, or are “chance
events”. He points out that the role of a oiwvomoos or a otwviocTys was to interpret such
signs and not to seek them.'*

If we turn to Hesiod, he pointed out that bird divination was an essential form of
mantic practice.'” Unfortunately the Ornithomanteia, a poetic work that has been
attributed to him, has not been preserved.”?* Bird divination frequently occurs as a
motive also in later ancient written sources such as Aeschylus, Xenophon, Sophocles,
Euripides and Cicero.'” Sophocles and Euripides mention that there were seers, in
their cases Teiresias in Thebe, who had an old bird-watching chair from where he made
his bird observations and also initiated offerings.'*® At Athens the place Skiron is men-
tioned as a location where omen birds were observed.'” It thus seems that the diviner
chose a position for the bird divination-observations.

The ancient textual sources indicate that it was not only the professional diviners
who were attentive to birds and their behaviours and made interpretations of them.'*®
It further seems that not all birds were considered as sign birds. The most interesting
ones were birds of prey, especially eagles and vultures, but also other species such as
herons.'” The bird’s spatiality was another important matter in bird divination prac-
tices. It was important where the bird came in from and where it disappeared off to.
The right-left oppositions were of particular importance for the decipherment. Right
had usually good connotations and left negative.'*°

As Pollard argues, “right” and “left” are however arbitrary terms that raise
the question of where the observations were made and if the interpreter were
placed in relation to some fixed object or direction.””® In the last bird scene in
the /liad King Priam prays to Zeus for a bird sign from the right, and not much
later an eagle appears from this side, which makes Priam rejoice.””> Of interest

is also a fragmentary inscription in Ephesos, dated to the sixth—fifth centuries BC

I21  SCENE 10 in the present study.

122 Hainsworth 1993, 182.

123 Pollard 1977, 122 based on Hes. Op. 824.

124 Pollard 1977, 12 with references. Also see Iles Johnston 2007, 7 and Burkert 2005, 5.

125 Fora comprehensive list see Burkert’s article 2005, 1-6. A series of epigrams that has come down to us quite recently with 15 epigrams
(AB 21-35) entitled Oiénoskopika should also be mentioned in this context. These epigrams, attributed to the third century BC poet
Posidippus, have been described and analysed by Baumbach & Trampedach. The epigrams describe positive bird signs concerning
people’s private lives in contexts of travelling, fishing, marriage, children and slaves while other signs are related to crime or war, almost
all of them with negative impact. Baumbach & Trampedach 2004, 23-159.

126 Burkert 2005, 6 based on Soph. Ant. 998-1004.— 999: madaiéy SGxov éeviSocximov. Bur. Phoen. 840; Bacch. 347— 350.

127  Hesych. s.v Dxeigopavtig. Also see Burkert 200s, 6.

128  See for example 7. 24.292 (SCENE 35) where the Trojan King Priam asks Zeus for a sign and Od. 15.172—178 where Helen interprets an
event with an eagle. Also see Dillon 1996, 109.

129 Burkert 2005, 5.

130 Burkert 2005, 5—6. Burkert mentions a Hippocratic text that however notices that the ideas about what left and right meant were
different between a seer from Asia Minor and an arab, see Burkert 2005, 5 with references. See also Pollard 1977, 120-121.

131 Pollard 1977, 121.

132 1l 24. 292-321 (SCENE 35).
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that gives instructions for the interpretation of bird flights by means of right and left
oppositions.'?

Previous research on the birds in the Iliad

Symbolic and ornithological aspects

Even though birds, and particular species of birds, were a central issue in ancient Greek
life and myth in previous research, symbolic and ornithological aspects of the birds in
the f/iad have been examined together only rarely.

Concerning the aspect of symbolism, previous studies have mainly dealt with (1)
the Iliadic birds’ relations to bird divination, and (2) whether a bird in the /liad is a
transformation of a god'** or whether a particular deity’s movements or activities are
just being likened to those of the bird."”” An example is when Athena and Apollo sat in
an oak to watch single combat between Hector and an Achaean warrior that they had
arranged. The poet says, Athena and Apollo of the silver bow in the likeness of vultures
sat on the lofty oak of father Zeus (Il. 758—60). How shall we understand this sequence
and the birds’ roles? Shall we think that Athena and Apollo had transformed their
shapes into those of vultures, or did they just look like vultures at this moment? I will
return to this scene and topic further on in my study.”*® The studies that focus on the
ornithological aspects on the birds in the //iad are sparse. To my knowledge, the only
study that focuses exclusively on the birds in Homer is John M. Boraston’s article from
911, “The birds in Homer. Here Boraston lists the birds mentioned in the //iad and
the Odyssey and suggests their ornithological identities.'”” Other studies concerning
birds and bird names in the ancient world are Otto Keller’s Die Antike Tierwelr from
1913 and Sir D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson’s A glossary of Greek birds from 1936. In
2007 W. Geoffrey Arnott published his Birds in the ancient world from A to Z, which
is an updated version of D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson’s material. It is however not as
comprehensive as A glossary of Greek birds. Important is also Pollard who in his Birds

133 See Burkert 2005, 5 on Syll.3 1167=1Eph V 1678, 6th—sth cent. BC. — Dion Chrys. 36, 61. Also see Dillon 1996, 104-105; Pritchett 1979,
103 and Dillon & Garland 1994, 358. Pollard suggests that this inscription was probably of Anatolian inspiration since Greek bird
divination was never schematized. Pollard 1977, 121.

134 Transformation in the meaning of having the ability to change form, i.c., to undergo a metamorphosis.

135 See for example Nilsson 1967, 290-292, 349, note 4; Dirlmeier 1967, esp. 35. Fauth 1975, 235-268; Pollard 1977, 155—161; Bannert 1978,
29—42 and Erbse 1980, 259—274. See also Dietrich who has claimed that gods appear to mortals as a vivid poetic technique for divine
inspiration and intervention. Dietrich 1983, 53—79. Dietrich has however been criticized by Carter for insisting too much on the inner
logic of the poems. She points out “If the gods can implant their wishes directly into the minds of mortals, that is no reason they should
not also appear to mortals or visit the mortal world in disguise.”, Carter 1995, 290. For gods appearing as birds in wider Indo-European
contexts, see also West 1997, 184-185, 2007, 152-153.

136 See SCENES 8 and 17.

137  Boraston 1911, 216—250. In a recension in Nature from 1912 where the author is not marked we can read “Mr. Boraston’s article records
a number of interesting details illustrative of bird-life in the Mediterranean, which will be welcome not only to ornithologists but to
classical students, and a survey of the facts which he has collected tends only to increase our admiration for the genius and powers of
accurate observation possessed by the greatest of the epic writers.”, Nature: 88, 1912, n. 2206, 487.
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in Greek life and myth from 1977 not only takes up the ornithological identities of the
birds mentioned in the /iad, the Odyssey and other ancient sources, but also discusses
their roles and their symbolism. Recently Eleni Voultsiadou and Apostolos Tatolas have
further written about the fauna, including the birds, of Greece and the adjacent areas
in the age of Homer, based on the epics attributed to Homer and Hesiod, where the

taxa names recorded in the epics are listed."®

Pollard on the Bronze Age and Iron Age background

It is the classical scholar and naturalist John Pollard who has paid most attention to the
birds in both an ornithological and symbolic sense. His Birds in Greek life and myth
deals with birds in Aegean contexts from the Bronze Age to the Classical period, al-
though the survey focuses on the latter era. According to Pollard birds coloured almost
every aspect of ancient Greek life whether being weather prophets, good or bad omens,
food, or pets. They were also important in myth, cult, and folklore, in contexts of avian
transformation and as the familiars of divinities."” Pollard does not find it surprising
that divine bird transformations occur in the ancient written sources starting with the
epics of Homer since birds in the archaeological Bronze Age records and perhaps later
times were closely associated to deities.'*” Birds as motives in the Minoan material can
appear in contexts of a religious nature where they are accompanied by worshippers,
divinities and ritual objects such as double axes, figure of eight-shields, horns, trees and
pillars.

These birds have naturally been subjects of controversy among scholars and have
been thought to explain the later Greek concern with bird divination and the myths
about divine and human transformations into birds."! During the Bronze Age, pillars
and stones appear to have been regarded as sacred objects. A bird is sometimes repre-
sented perching on a pillar or in association with trees. Pollard argues, “it seems prob-
able that birds were regarded as sharing in the divine nature of trees and as representing
the epiphanies of the deities to which the trees were sacred.”’*? Another interesting find
from the Cretan Bronze Age is the Hagia Triada sarcophagus dating from 1300-1200
BC. It appears to represent a funerary ritual where there are some birds depicted. It has
been argued that the birds depicted on the sides of the sarcophagus belonged to certain

138 Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 303, see also 303—315.

139  Pollard 1977. For early beliefs and the folklore of birds in Eurasian contexts see also Armstrong 1958.

140 Pollard 1977, 155-161.

141 Pollard 1977, 149. See also Nilsson who when referring to the Bronze Age material and especially the Shrine of the Double Axes at
Knossos, speaks of the bird perched on the head of the idol as “the embodiment of the deity, a form of its epiphany,” Nilsson 1968, 332.
See also 330—340, and Nilsson 1967, 290-292, 349, note 4. See also Bannert who is positive to Nilsson’s conception of divine epiphanies
in ‘Vogelgestalt’ in the Bronze Age and later religious imagery. Bannert 1978, 29—42.

142 Pollard 1977, 154.
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recognizable species, which might assist in identifying the deity or deities with which
they were associated. Birds that have been suggested are eagles, woodpeckers, cuckoos
and ravens.'®?

Among other important Bronze Age finds are also the wall paintings at Knossos de-
picting birds (identified as Hoopoe and the Great Partridge), at the Palace of Nestor in
Pylos (resembling pigeons) and at Akroteri on Thera (identified as Barn Swallow).'*4

When turning towards the Iron Age birds frequently occur on handles of cauldrons
and tripods and as motives on geometric vessels. Bird figurines on terracotta trees that
date from 900700 BC have further been found at Knossos." According to Pollard
the resemblance between the tree-worshiping scenes of the Bronze Age art and later
Greek beliefs is apparent. He points out that the Greek veneration for trees and groves
has been developed from a general belief that trees were the abodes of spirits and some-
times of gods. As time passed trees could be prophetic, like the oak at Dodona as were
presumably the birds that were said to sit in the branches there.'*

Some gods and goddesses became closely associated with a particular bird or birds
which came to be regarded as their divine familiars. According to George E. Mylonas
the close association between Zeus and the eagle began only in the later eighth or early
seventh century."” Pollard points out that the eagle in the //iad “was regarded as an
omen of Zeus that offered a sure indication of the god’s will.

It was, in effect, the king god’s own private emissary which he invariably employed
when communicating with men, reserving Iris and Hermes for bearing messages to the
gods.”*® The close relationship between Zeus and the eagle is evident also in art. There
is a painting on a Laconian cup found in Italy, dated to 560 BC, that shows a bird that
has been regarded as an eagle flying towards Zeus, and there are later evidence on coins
from Arcadia and Olympia that depict Zeus with eagles flying away, or when he holds
an eagle in his left hand and a thunderbolt in his other.'*” Most impressive were perhaps
the sculptured two eagles that sat on the pillars before Zeus’ ancient altar on Mount
Lycaeus in Arcadia.”® Eagles were also represented perching on Zeus’s sceptre. The best
example of an eagle-tipped sceptre was that carved by Phidias for the colossal cult image

143 See Pollard 1977, 149150 with references. See also Long 1974 and Cain & Walgate 2002.

144 See Pollard 1977, 149 with references. For Knossos, see also Chapin 2004, 51 with references. For Thera, see also Hollinshead 1989,
339-354.

145  Pollard 1977, 153 with references. For cauldrons and tripods, see also Papalexandrou 2005, 67—70, for geometric vessels, Lenz 1995, and
for bird figurines on terracotta trees, Payne 1933, 166fF.

146 Pollard 1977, 153—154. For the doves in the oak of Dodona, see also Parke 1967, 65ff. and Evans 1974, 120-122.

147 Mylonas 1946, 203—207 and Pollard 1977, 141.

148 Pollard 1977, 141.

149 Pollard 1977, 142.

150  Pollard 1977, 142-143.
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of Zeus in the Temple of Olympia.”" In the //iad other deities occur in close relations to
different kinds of birds but not, as we shall see in the analysis, as “fixed” as is the rela-

tion between Zeus and the eagle.

151 Pollard 1977, 143 based on Paus. s.11.1. See also Dowden 2004, 25—26.
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II. THEORY AND METHOD
Theoretical, scientific and methodological background

Being a topic that embraces and entwines what is routinely divided in the categories
“nature” and “culture” the birds in the //iad challenge modern scientific division and
in some sense our thinking. An interdisciplinary approach that unites the parts in the
subject is called for.

Ornithology' has been chosen as both the framework and as a methodological tool
in this study since in my opinion the material ought to be examined in a more zoologi-
cal way than has previously been done. Specific applications of semiotics® as well as the
work on metaphor and symbol as presented by the French philosopher and hermeneutic
scholar Paul Ricoeur,? have also influenced me: a combination of these demonstrates
the communicative and informative aspects of the birds which are the objects of study
in this work and provides guidance for grasping the deeper levels in the material. Fi-
nally, recent posthumanist discussions of animals as agents who cause events to happen*
have aided me in further visualising the birds and their active roles.

In studying the material, that is, the birds themselves and the bird scenes, I found
that some aspects recurred frequently: (1) ornithology, (2) form, (3) interactions, and
(4) functions. From these four aspects I have developed my own analytical model de-
scribed in detail in Fig. 1. The aspects form the structure for the investigation and are
closely related to my initial theoretical and methodological considerations.

During my work I have further been influenced by the Homeric scholars Mark Ed-
wards, Bryan Hainsworth, Richard Janko, G. S. Kirk, Nicholas Richardson and Mal-
colm Willcock, the specialists in narratology and in oral tradition Irene de Jong and
John Miles Foley, as well as having been inspired by one of the most excellent Swedish
translators of Homer, Ingvar Bjorkeson. What Bjorkeson once told me I have found
particularily valuable in the meeting with the Homeric epics: to lay my ears close to the
text and listen His advice is very close to that given by Mark Edwards, who recom-
mends translators of Greek poetry to ask “Why does the poet say this in this way?”
rather than “What does this mean?™

Since the birds in the //iad communicate information and possible messages that call

for interpretation and understanding I have found the hermeneutic schools of thought

Mainly Cramp et al. 1980-1994; Gill 2007; Svensson & Grant 2006.
Mainly Chandler 2002 and Eco 1976.

Mainly Ricoeur’s essey on metaphor and symbol, see Ricoeur 1976.
Mainly Armstrong Oma 2007.

Pers comm. 2004.

Edwards 2002, 126.
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highly applicable for my needs, especially the “hermeneutic circle”, as well as Ricoeur’s
three phases of understanding. The hermeneutic circle maintains in broad terms that
in order to be able to interpret the whole, one must understand the elements, and to
understand the elements, one must comprehend the whole.” This basic methodological
guidance has been essential for how to grasp and understand my material.

Ricoeur has formulated three phases in understanding utterances or a text: “The first
time, understanding will be a naive grasping of the meaning of the text as a whole. The
second time, comprehension will be a sophisticated mode of understanding, supported
by explanatory procedures. In the beginning, understanding is a guess.”® The third time
the explanation “will appear as the mediation between two stages of understanding”.’
In this study Ricoeur’s first phase is represented by the inital “reading” of the material
where I tried to “naively grasp” the scenes. The second phase, the structural analysis,"
is mainly based on the four aspects, ornithology, form, interactions, and functions.
Finally, the third phase, the synthesis, emerging through my discussion in chapter IV,
will be presented in the conclusions, chapter V.

To sum up, the approach of this study is interdisciplinary. Ornithology, semiotics in
combination with Ricoeur’s perspectives on metaphor and symbol, and recent posthu-
manist discussions of animals as agents have been incorporated in the investigation an

analysis to different degrees. Below I will give a brief description of these tools.

Ornithology

The science of ornithology is a branch of zoology'' that has a long history.'” It uses a
wide range of terms that are sometimes shared with zoology and biology. Ornithology
comes from Greek: dguis, opmidos, “bird”; and Adyog, “knowledge”. Some of the impor-
tant branches are field observation, naming of birds and taxonomy. Ornithology has
further contributed to several key concepts in evolution theory, behaviour theory, and
ecology such as the definition of species, the process of speciation, instinct, learning,

ecological niches, phylogeography and conservation."”

7 Gadamer 1975.

8 Ricoeur 1976, 74.

9 Ricoeur 1976, 75. Recently Ricoeur’s three phases of understanding have been modified by Wiklund, Lindholm and Lindstrém who
describe the three steps (1) naive reading, (2) structural analysis, and (3) synthesis. See Wiklund, Lindholm & Lindstrém 2002.

10 According to Ricoeur structural analysis provides a certain accuracy to textual analysis but for him one can not give away the whole
interpretative project in such a analysis since it is limited to the deep structures in a material. Ricoeur 1974, 217-218. See also Stiver 2001,
62.

11 Zoology is basically a natural science that is part of biology that relates to the animal kingdom, including the structure, embryology,
evolution, classification, habits, and distribution of all animals, both living and extinct.

12 As Gill points out “With hardly any other animal has our relation been so constant, so varied, so enriched by symbol, myth, art, and
science, and so contradictory as has our relation with birds. Since earliest records of humankind, birds have served as symbols of peace
and war, as subjects of art, as objects for study and for sport. Their command of our imagination is not surprising, because they are
astonishing creatures, most notably for their versatility, their diversity, their flight, and their song.” Gill 2007, xx1. Man’s hunting of
birds is also essential in the history of ornithology since it aquired detailed observations in the field and specific knowledge of different
species, behaviours and habits. See for example Armstrong 1958.

13 Mayr 1984, 250-255.
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Ornithology differs from closely related disciplines due in part to the high visibility
and aesthetic appeal of birds."* Further, ornithology is one of the few scientific fields in
which nonprofessionals make substantial contributions since field observations by bird
watchers provide valuable information on avian behaviour, ecology, distribution, and
migration.”

The birds in the //iad ought to be examined in a more thorough ornithological and
zoological way than has been done before in Homeric studies in order to get a fuller un-
derstanding of the scenes and the birds’ functions in them. This aspect includes, first of
all, the described bird’s behaviour, characteristics, time context, and spatial contexts in
the Homeric text. Secondly, ornithology is also needed to evaluate the accuracy of the
descriptions of the birds in the //iad. Finally, it is used to identify the bird’s taxonomic
status if possible. The analysis of the bird’s behaviour, characteristics and identity is ac-
complished by means of close observation rather similar to field observation, which, as
stated above, is an important branch of ornithology. In field studies birds are observed
in their natural habitat, meaning that observation can be made about their field char-
acters. The ornithological analyses of the material are important, since the material
indicates that we have to pay close attention to each bird in the //iad in order not to
lose the specific information that the poet wanted to communicate in the scene. When
emphasising and analysing the ornithological content, this part of the investigation
will also give a picture of which kinds of birds and behaviours occur most frequently in
the descriptions as well as giving a picture of the knowledge of birds as reflected in the
liad. A brief orientation of the history of ornithological science follows here in order to
give a fuller understanding of my purpose with this thesis.

Aristotle’s History of Animals from the 4th century Bc is often mentioned as the first
known work in Western culture that systematically accounts for what we observe in
nature, and records of initial scientific research. Birds are a prominent part in all of
Aristotle’s work on natural history. Another ancient source is Alexander of Myndos,
who in the first century AD wrote a three-volume work on animals, of which two-thirds
is about birds. Unfortunately only fragments survive. Of importance is also Pliny the
Elder’s Naturalis Historia where he summarised the work of some 500 ancient authors
and offered his own critical view point. Claudius Aelianus (frequently referred to as
Aelian) who lived around 175—235 AD, also paid much attention to birds in his De Nat-
ura Animalium. Until the Renaissance, the knowledge of the natural history of birds
depended largely on these writers.'® Much of the texts were reliable, but there are also

14 Newton 1998, 2.
15 See for example Gill 2007.
16 Gill 2007, xx1v=xXV.
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incorrect notions in these sources. The quotations from Alexander’s work are based on
close and accurate observation, but Aelianus was sometimes uncritical in relation to his
sources.”” Around 1572 the Dutch anatomist Volcher Coiter produced a classification
of birds.” In the 17th century Francis Willughby and John Ray came up with the first
major system of bird classification that was based on function and morphology rather
than on form and behaviour.” In the 18th century there was an increase of field ob-
servation: a major step towards modern ornithology was taken. In 1789 Gilbert White
published a natural history where his observations of birds were precise and beautifully
expressed. He also asked questions about the basic biology of birds, about species,
ecological niches, physiology, and migration.® Some count the Victorian era, with the
concept of natural history, with the collection of eggs and skins, as the starting point
for the emergence of ornithology as a specialized science.”

Today ornithology has many subdisciplines and uses a wide range of terms and
techniques. Scientific research on birds has been important in studies of evolution, be-
haviour and ecology, such as those of species, speciation, instinct, learning, ecological
niches, conservation and so on, as mentioned above.?* The advances in the last decade
have been diverse and substantial and ornithology is today a rich and varied science.
By the middle of the 1980s, birds provided more textbook examples of biological phe-
nomena than any other class of vertebrates.” Our knowledge of birds today is more
complete than that of most other classes of animals, and birds feature prominently in
primary biological studies. Among important studies are the works of Nicolaas Tin-
bergen on the evolution of the behaviour of gulls and of Konrad Lorenz with ducks
and geese. There are also important studies that have focused on birds’ sexual selection,
kinship and cooperation, and how they use their senses.?* Within the science of orni-
thology there are two niches that are of special interest for this study: field observation
and taxonomy.

Field observation
Field observation is a basic activity in ornithology. In field studies and during freld
observation birds are observed in their natural environments: this involves observations

of their behaviour and characteristics in the field. Field characteristics include different

17 Gill 2007, xxv.

18 Allen, 1951, 387—591.

19 Willughby’s Ornithologiae lbri tres from 1676 is sometimes considered to mark the beginning of scientific ornithology, see for example
White 1999.

20 Gill 2007, xxv.

21 Allen, 1994; Farber 1982, 92-158.

22 Gill 2007, XXV—XXVI.

23 Gill 2007, xx11. Also see Sutherland et al.

24 Gill 2007, XxXv—xxVI.
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aspects of birds such as size, wing-span, shape of body, wings, tail, beak, legs and other
characteristics, as well as breeding and non-breeding plumages, differentiating between
sexes and varying immature stages, colour, general habits and behaviour including gait
on land, swimming or diving, feeding behaviour, flight, gregariousness, and voice. Of
importance for field studies are also distribution, population, movements, food, social
pattern, and breeding.” Cramp & Simmons describe that the basis of species diag-
nosis derives from a combination of structure, proportions, wing attitudes, and flight

actions.?°

1axonomy and naming of birds

An important branch of ornithology is taxonomy (from ancient Greek taéis “arrange-
ment” and —vouia “knowledge”, “science”, from vouos “order”). Taxonomy is the the-
ory and practice of classifying organisms into taxa.”” A taxon (pl. taxa) is any group
of animals that is recognized in a classification. Thus, the class Aves is a taxon that
includes all species of birds.?® The rules of taxonomy are based on the nomenclature
developed by the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus. Linnaean taxonomy uses the
taxonomic ranks kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus” and species. The clas-
sification system has developed since the time of Linnaeus but its main structure has
remained and is used in ornithology.?® Let us look, for example, at the case of Nyctic-
orax nycticorax, the Night Heron. If we describe this species from a higher to a lower
taxonomic unit, its kingdom is Anamalia (animals), its phylum, Chordata (animals
with a notochord), its class Aves (birds), its order Ciconiifomes®, its family Ardeidae
(herons and bitterns), and its genus Nycticorax (a genus of Night Heron). The species’

name, or scientific name is, as mentioned, Nycticorax nycticorax (T. Forster 1827).%*

25 Cramp & Simmons 1977, 3-34.

26  Cramp & Simmons 1980, §.

27 Erritzoe et al. 2007, 253 based on Ernst Mayr’s definitions from 1969. Gill describes taxonomy as “the science of naming and classifying
organisms, including birds, according to standardized rules.” Gill 2007, 54.

28 Gill 2007, 56.

29 Not to be confused with the term “gender”.

30 See Erritzoe et al. 2007, 152 and Gill 2007, 56. In the 1980s cladistics and DNA analysis indicated changes in the accepted relationships
between families. See Monroe & Sibley 1997 and Cracraft et al. 2003. The scientific names of the species treated in this study are
however in accordance with the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (2nd edition 1964) and agree with those Latin
and English bird names presented by S. Cramps and K. E. L Simmons in their The Birds of the Western Palearctic (1977-1994).

31 Traditionally, the order Ciconiiformes included a variety of large, long-legged wading birds with large bills: storks, herons, egrets, ibises,
spoonbills, and several others. Recent DNA evidence does suggest however that every member, except storks, is more related to the
Pelecaniformes, and thus belong to that group. Hackett, et al. 2008, 1763.

32 Cultures around the world have a rich and varied vocabulary related to birds. In addition to the current scientific taxonomy ‘folk’ bird
names are used in different regions and have been used at different periods of time. Thus the Fieldfare, Turdus pilaris, “Bjorktrast”, in
Swedish was former called “Snéskata”. Traditional bird names are often onomatopoetic and are often based on detailed knowledge of the
behaviour of the particular bird. This knowledge of birds is often passed on through oral traditions. See Gill & Wright 2006 and Hohn
1973, 163—171.
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Semiotics and Ricoeur’s perspective on metaphor and symbol

Let us now turn to semiotics and Paul Ricoeur’s perspectives on metaphor and symbol
since I find that these in combination enrich the understanding of the birds’ commu-
nicative and informative roles.

The present study is influenced by semiotics as adapted by Daniel Chandler*® and
Umberto Eco,** for two main reasons. Firstly, semiotics, as a field that studies signs,
sign processes and communication, is relevant for a material that shows the frequent
“use” of birds as signs. This particular “use” of birds is a noticeable feature that is ex-
ploited by the poet as well as by the human and divine characters in the /liad.”> Sec-
ondly, in my opinion, some of the semiotic terms improve our understanding of how
the birds in the material operate, viz. acting, functioning and communicating. Paul
Ricoeur’s ideas are valuable when investigating metaphors and symbols, the relations

between them and their potential deeper meanings.

Signs and “meaning-making” processes

Humans seem to be a species that is driven by a desire and need to make meanings
through our creation and interpretation of “signs”. This is the main concerns of semi-
otics, a huge field of study that shows a particular interest in signs.*® It was the Swiss
linguist Ferdinand de Saussure who first introduced the term sign as an entity of two
parts, the signifier and the signified, where the former describes the sign’s form and the
latter the concept it represents.’” Put simply a “sign” is a meaningful unit which is in-
terpreted as standing for something other than itself.?® If we apply Saussure’s terms in
this study his “signifier” would be the verbal descriptions of the actual birds in the //iad
expressed by the poet as well as the birds that are observed by the human characters
in the action of the fliad. His “signified” would be the concepts that these descriptions
and birds represent. A more detailed example of Saussure’s “signifier” is the nine spar-
rows that are devoured by a serpent in SCENE 1. The “signified” can be seen as Calchas’
and the Achaean warriors’ interpretation of the event that is, the nine killed sparrows
meant that the Achaeans would fight at Troy for nine years and then take the city on
the tenth. This example illustrates how the birds operate as signs, with the meaning-

making process created through the interpretation by the humans.

33 Chandler 2002.

34  Eco1976.

35 This feature makes the material interesting not only in a semiotic or narratological, textual sense but also from the perspectives of
anthropology and the history of ideas.

36 Semiotics exists as departments in some universities. It is however not widely institutionalized as an academic discipline but has its own
associations, conferences and journals. See Chandler 2002, 2.

37 Saussure 1983, 67; 1974, 67.

38  Chandler 2002, 2. Also see Peirce 1931-58, 2.228, and Perron & Danesi 1999, 366-367.
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Umberto Eco on communication and the comprehension of “code”

For Umberto Eco, “semiotics is concerned with everything that can be taken as a
sign”.* He describes communication in the following way: “So let us define a commu-
nicative process as the passage of a signal (not necessarily a sign) from a source (through
a transmitter, along a channel) to a destination (...) When the destination is a human
being, or “adressee” (it is not necessary that the source or the transmitter be human,
provided that they emit the signal following a system of rules known by the human
addressee), we are on the contrary witnessing a process of signification — provided that
the signal is not merely a stimulus but arouses an interpretive response in the addressee.
This process is made possible by the existence of a code.™"

So what is then a code? If we briefly turn to Chandler a code is “a set of practices
familiar to users of the medium operating within a broad cultural framework.™ He
further points out that a sign has no intrinsic meaning since it becomes a sign only
when the sign-users give it meaning with reference to a recognised code.*? Eco de-
scribes a code as an instrument for linking the expression of signs to their content. It
is a correlational device which generates sign functions.” The concept of “codes” is
fundamental in semiotics since no sign is meaningful in isolation. Intentions of inter-
preting the conventional meaning of signs require a familiarity with appropriate sets of
conventions.*® It is important to be familiar with the material (in the case of this study,
the birds and the bird scenes, and the //iad as a whole as well as the genre) to be fully
aware of the codifications of the signs used. It is further important to be familiar — as
far as possible — with the wider physical, cultural, economical, and historical contexts
in which the signs function.

If we should try to apply some of the above cited semiotic perspectives and terms on
my material one can view the birds appearing in the //iad as signs that in a commu-
nicative process between a source (for example, a god) and a destination (for example,
human warriors) transmit signification or messages according to Roman Jakobson® and

that further they are operating within codes, i.e., conventions deeply rooted in soci-

ety.

39 Eco 1976, 7.

40 Eco 1976, 8. Eco defines a “signal” as a unit of information which may be transmitted from a source to a destination, and argues that a
signal may not necessarily be a communicational act but may be a stimulus to a particular response. Eco 1979, 8. Also see Chandler 2002,
177-179.

41 Chandler 2002, 147-148. See also Peirce 1931—58, 2.228 and Perron & Danesi 1999, 348.

42 Chandler 2002, 241.

43 Eco 1976, 36—40.

44  Chandler 2002, 147.

45 According to Jakobson an addresser sends a message to an addressee. The message requires a context referred to which is seizable to
the addressee. Finally there must be a contact, a physical channel and a psychological connection, that enables the parts to stay in
communication. Jakobson 1960, 353.
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Even if the birds are involved in the sign functions and in the interactions with divine
and human characters in the //iad,* it is of course always the poet who is the creator
of all messages transmitted by means of the birds in the //iad, and the poet is evidently
influenced by his own experiences, knowledge, skills, and ideas, as well as his personal-
ity, motivations and expectations on the listeners of the poem. Like all poets he was
working in the tradition of storytelling and was supposed to operate within the limits
and possibilities that were conceivable in the society in which he lived. From a semiotic
perspective it can thus be claimed that the birds in the //iad refer to conventions and
ideas about social circumstances, hierarchies, historical allusions, cosmology and reli-
gion. I would like to add the poet’s physical environment, which is of great importance
in this study.

The role of the interpreters

In semiotics, as well as in all fields that are occupied in “meaning-making” processes
such as hermeneutics, it is important to account for the identity and role of the in-
terpreters.”” Who are then the interpreters of the birds that occur in the Z/iad, and of
the bird scenes? According to my definition, the interpreters are (1) the humans in the
narrative who observe and experience the birds in the events that take place,® (2) the
ancient audience (listeners and readers), and (3) the modern listeners and readers. As
Ricoeur has pointed out, a text is potentially addressed to anyone who can read.* And
I would like to add that an oral utterance or narrative is potentially addressed to anyone
who can hear.

All types of communication involve a process of interpretation in order to obtain
transmitted information. In the same way that humans experience things differently,
there are numerous interpretations of a source of information, and the more compli-
cated the information is for an interpreter to code, the harder it is to understand the
information. The temporal and spatial distance between an ancient material and a
modern scholar is an important problem to take into consideration. As Hans-Georg
Gadamer has showed, our presuppositions are the bases for our first steps of under-
standing a studied object.”® It is when we gain more information about the object that

our perspective changes, as does our conception of the object.”!

46 An example is when Zeus sends an eagle to a human character because he wants to communicate something.

47  Seealso Chandler 2002, 35.

48  Even if the human characters act and interact in a narrative, they are undoubtedly interpreters and have interpreting roles in some of the
bird scenes. It is however important to encounter the differences between these “interpreters” and the other interpreters.

49  Ricoeur 1976, 92.

so  Gadamer 1975, 240.

st Gadamer 1975, 269-271.
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In this study my intention has never been to find the “only true” message and mean-
ing, and I do not regard such an aim as possible or even desirable, since the material
has multiple meanings. However, the material also invites the reader to observe pat-
terns and recurrent situations that can be structured and considered. Knowing also
that I can never take the role of an ancient listener and interpreter of the bird scenes,
this investigation attempts to approach a “fusion of horizon”, as Gadamer so poetically

describes it,”* trying to get as close to the material as possible.>

Metaphors and symbols according to Ricoeur

Turning from semiotics to Ricour’s perspective on metaphor and symbol, the semiotic
view will first be briefly summarised. Semioticians claim that a metaphor expresses the
unfamiliar in terms of the familiar.>* According to Chandler, “A metaphor involves one
signified acting as a signifier referring to a different signified.” When linking the parts
in a metaphor we must thus recognise the resemblance between two things that the
metaphor alludes to. Chandlers argues that we may also think of these metaphors as
symbolic.’® In the semiotic understanding symbolic/a symbol is “a mode in which the
signifier does not resemble the signified but which is fundamentally arbitrary or purely
conventional, so that the relationship must be learned.””

At this point I would like to consult Ricoeur since in my opinion he deepens the
understanding of metaphors and symbols, their relations and functions. Ricoeur dem-
onstrates that both symbols and metaphors are works of resemblance. To him a sym-
bol “..assimilates rather than apprehends a resemblance.”® A metaphor, which is also

% is in Ricoeur’s view more like the resolution of an

closely related to resemblance,
enigma than a simple association based on resemblance.®

If we now focus exclusively on Ricoeur’s perspective on mezaphor he saw here a gen-
eral semiotic process.®" As a figure of speech “metaphor constitutes a displacement
and an extension of the meaning of words; its explanation is grounded in a theory of

substitution.”? According to Ricoeur a metaphor makes sense only in an utterance.

sz For “fusion of horizons” see Gadamer 1975, 269-273.

53 Ricoeur has similarily summarised this task in the following way: “..try to get as close as possible to the most orginary expressions of a
community of faith, to those expressions through which the members of this community have interpreted their experience for the sake of
themselves or for others’ sake.” Ricoeur 1995, 37.

s4  Chandler 2002, 127. See also Lakoff & Johnson 1980, 5.

ss  Chandler 2002, 127. This can be understood as involving one concept acting as the concept’s form that refers to another rather different
concept.

56 Chandler 2002 127.

57 Chandler 2002, 36—37, see also 243.

58 Ricoeur 1976, 56.

59 Ricoeur 1976, 48.

6o  Ricoeur 1976, 52.

61 Ricoeur 2003, 208.

62 Ricoeur 2003, 1. Ricoeur gives this definition of metaphor in his La métaphore vive first published in 1975 and later translated into 7he
rule of metaphor. The creation of meaing in language. I will however not consult La métaphore vive any further but Ricoeur’s Interpretation
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We should thus “not really speak of the metaphorical use of the word, but rather of the
metaphorical utterance.” Adopting Ricoeur’s perspective to my material his “meta-
phorical utterance” is represented by the bird scenes where birds occur in metaphorical
forms.** Ricoeur further demonstrates the relation and tension between the literal and
figurative meaning in a metaphorical utterance® (that in my case is the bird scene)
and argues that a metaphorical utterance does not exist in itself, but in and through
an active interpretation. It is in this process that it brings a “surplus of meaning”.®® The
meaning of a metaphor is not clearcut and unambigious, however. It creates multiple
levels of meaning through “the positive and productive use of ambiguity”.®” A meta-
phorical utterance is further “...not an ornament of discourse. It has more than an emo-
tive value because it offers new information.”®

Ricoeur explains that a symbol functions in its most general sense as a “surplus of
signification.” It this way it is similar to a metaphor. Like metaphors, symbols possess
multiple levels of meaning that can be reached only through interpretation. However,
a symbol is bound in a way that a metaphor is not. It has, as Ricour argues, roots.”
Symbols are something that in language are powerful and efficacious.”

Among his important contributions Ricoeur demonstrates that symbol and meta-
phor reciprocally provide information about each other. According to him “Every-
thing indicates that symbolic experience calls for a work of meaning from metaphor, a
work which it partially provides through its organizational network and its hierarchical
levels.””* I found Ricoeur’s perspective interesting since some of the birds in the /iad,

especially the eagle, appear and operate as both metaphor and as a kind of symbol.

Spatial relations

Returning to semiotics, spatial relations is a topic discussed there, which is interest-
ing since the birds’ spatial positions are frequently described in the present material.
According to Chandler spatial relations include aspects such as above/below, in front/
behind, close/distant, left/right, north/south/east/west and inside/outside.”” George La-

Theory from 1976 since I find this essay easier to grasp.

63 Ricoeur 1976, 50, see also 49.

64  For my definition of the different categories of form, see Fig. 1 later on in this chapter.

65 Ricoeur 1976, 50, 54.

66 Ricoeur 1976, 45 and s52.

67  Ricoeur 1976, 47.

68  Ricoeur 1976, 52—53. For Homeric metaphors see also chapter 1. See also Wikander who emphasises that metaphors and similes can
differ much between different times and cultures. Wikander 2010, esp. 170. In his comment and translation of Canaanite myths
Wikander describes the deep structures of this material. See Wikander 2003.

69  Ricoeur 1976, s5.

70 Ricoeur 1976, 45—69.

71 Ricoeur 1976, 63.

72 Ricour 1976, 65, and 45—-69. See also Harter 2011, 34.

73 Chandler 2002, 87.

47



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

koff and Mark Johnson have shown how “orientational metaphors” are routinely linked
to key concepts in a culture. They have also observed that the aspect #p has come to be
associated with more, viz. goodness, virtue, health, life, future, high status, etc., and
down with less, viz. badness, death, low status, etc.”* When someone is located “higher”

than another, this is thus not simply a spatial relationship but also an evaluative one.””

Animals as agents

The birds in the //iad are by no means passive or isolated either as animals within the
animal kingdom, or in the human comprehension and use of them as signs, metaphors
and symbols. They are in most situations, as will be shown in the analyses, highly op-
erative and interactive and often have a considerable impact on humans as well as on
other animals. Their presence and activities make things happen and create changes.
To visualise the birds and their active roles further and to be able to place them in a so-
cial frame that does not separate “nature” from “culture”, I have found fruitful entries
in recent studies in archaeology that focus on the important roles of animals as agents
among other agents in a social field of practices.”

The perspectives on what is an animal differ across time and space. In Latin “ani-
mal” was used to translate the Greek word zodn, which means a living creature.””
A recent view on animals is that they signal something that feels close to us but yet
is a world apart”® How we define “animal” indicates something about our view of
ourselves. Mary Midgley identifies two main perspectives concerning animals. In the
first which is based on biology and #xa, both humans and non-human animals are
included, while in the second, which is based on a moral standard that considers that
some behaviours and attitudes are animal-like, beastly, brutal, un-human, etc., they are
separate.”’ According to Midgley, “We are not just rather like animals; we are animals.
Our differences from other species may be striking, but comparisons with them have
always been, and must be, crucial to our view of ourselves.”®°

Several scholars have recently argued that the ‘modern’ nature-culture dichotomy
that views nature and culture as two separate spheres is an artificial division.®" It is pos-

tulated that not only do humans shape nature, but also, that nature shapes humans.®*

74  Lakoff & Johnsson 1980.

75 See Chandler 2002, 88.

76 See particulary Armstrong Oma 2007.

77 See Midgley 1988, 36.

78 See Armstrong Oma 2007, 54 with references.

79  Midgley 1988, 35-36.

80  Midgley 1978, x11.

81 See Franklin 2002; Ray & Thomas 2003; Armstrong Oma 2007, 60.
82 See Ingold 2000; Ray & Thomas 2003, 38; Armstrong Oma 2007, 61.
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Humanity is seen as embedded rather than separated from nature®® and nature is the
outcome of processes, co-dwellings, and species interactions.®* These approaches have
developed from the discussions of whether animals have agency. Albert Gell attributes
social agency to animals and things. He defines an agent as one “who causes events to
happen.”®

In her thesis Human-animal relationships. Mutual becomings in Scandinavian and
Sicilian households 900-s00 BC the archaeologist Kristin Armstrong Oma strongly cri-
tisises anthropocentric views that consider with human-only societies. She argues that
animals “should be seen as pervading every aspect of life in past societies.”®® Animals
make things happen on their own accord as much as do humans. It is as agents in the
social field of practice that they generate change.®” Within this social field agents have
different roles. I found the agency perspective interesting in relation to my own study
since it views animals (including humans) as well as things in a non-hierarchical way.
As Armstrong Oma argues, this perspective also allows animals, wild as well as domes-
tic, to have “a fundamentally active presence in the world as beings-in the world”.®®

The properties of different animals are further discussed within this field. Accord-
ing to Armstrong Oma different species of animals have different abilities, and are
perceived by humans as having unique properties. These have and are being used in
many types of narratives and in many contexts such as cosmologies, politics, national
symbols, and as metaphors for human qualities. Knowledge of the animal is important
in establishing its properties.* The properties are however not universal but “embedded
in specific historical and cultural context”.”®

At this point I would like to establish that the perspective on animals as presented
here permeates my study totally. Even if I do not use the term “agent” in my analyses
I am fully aware of the birds’ active functions as agents who among other agents make
things and events happen. It will further be clear that the gods in the f/iad have agency
that is closely linked to that of the birds. However, in my terminology I will use the
words “messenger” and “transmitter”, which are two terms that have their roots in

semiotics, instead of agent to describe the birds’ roles.

83  Franklin 2002; Urry & Machnaten 1998. See also Armstrong Oma 2007, 60, 68.

84  Frankin 2002, 8—9; Ingold 2000; Macnaghten & Urry 1998; Armstrong Oma 2007, 61, 68.

85  Gell 1998, 16.

86  Armstrong Oma 2007, ss.

87  Armstrong Oma 2007, 67.

88 Armstrong Oma 2007, 6I.

89  See Armstrong Oma 2007, 56 with references.

90  Armstrong Oma 2007, 56. For the concept of “being-in-the world” as a meeting between nature and humanity see also Ingold 2000.
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Analytical model

As a method to carry out the analysis of each bird” and bird scene I have developed my
own analytical model. I will pay attention to four aspects concerning each bird: orni-
thology, form, interactions, and functions. These main aspects were chosen because
I have found them important for the understanding of the scene and the bird’s presence

and functions there.

Fig. 1. Analytical model according to the four aspects with subheadings, explanations and examples.

Aspects Examples and explanations
Ornitology

Greek bird reference with line Example: Zpwdios (Il 10.274)
Lexica LS] s.v. éowdisg, ‘heron, Il.10.274’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘Perh. the night heron K 274’

Behaviour and characteristics My analysis of the description of the bird in the scene. Ex.:
called in the dark night when it presumably flew. Night active

Time context Examples: In the winter, in the spring, at night.

Spatial context Examples: at the Scamander Plain, by the streams of Cajstrius,
At high, medium, low altitude, in a tree, on the ground. The
bird’s direction of movement, i.e., from one spatial position

to another spatial position. Example: cranes that take off and
fly high up in the air and continue to fly towards the streams
of Ocean. Example: in the air to the right of Odysseus and
Diomedes.

Ornithological accuracy Low, Medium, High

The evaluation is based on the description of the bird’s behav-
iour, characteristics and accuracy in the environment.

Low — when no accurate aspect of ornithological behaviour,
characteristics, and environment is described in relation to the

bird.

Medium — when one aspect of accurate behaviour or charac-
teristics is described and when the environment fits the bird,
and when there is nothing that is zoologically wrong in the
description.

High — when two or more aspects of accurate behaviour and/
or characteristics are described and when the environment fits

the bird.

Suggested taxonomic status According to family, genus and species.
For ex. éowdisg, Il. 10.274: Nycticorax nycticorax, Night Heron

91 The term “bird” also refers to “birds” when more than one appear in the scenes.
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Aspects

THEORY AND METHOD

Examples and explanations

Form

The bird’s form in the scene context according to five categories:
physical, transformation, metaphorical, image and other.

The eagle in 7/. 8, SCENE 9, that is observed by the humans is clas-
sified as being in a physical form

The sparrows (that were eatlier devoured by a serpent) that
Odysseus mentions in //. 2, SCENE 1, are also classified as being
in physical forms since they refer to an event with sparrows that
has been observed by the human characters. The birds in this
group are those whom the human characters have perceived and
experienced as “real”.

The galxis/iuwdis whose physical form was temporarily taken by
the god Sleep in /. 14, SCENE 17 is classified as being a transforma-
tion.

The geese, cranes, and swans in //. 2, SCENE 2, that describe the
Achaean warriors and their activities in a parallel way, are clas-
sified as being in metaphorical forms. The birds in this group are
explicitly resembled other characters, e.g., humans or gods, in the
scene.

The vultures in /. 4, sCENE 8, that are not physically present but
only referred to by King Agamemnon (a human character in the
1liad) are classified as being in image form.

The doves in //. 11, SCENE 12, that are sculptured decorations on
Nestor’s cup are classified as being in ozher forms. The doves in

1. 2, SCENE 3 and 4 that are not physically present in the activities
in the /liad but are only characterising two cities are also classified
as being in ozher form.

Interactions

Bird and other birds
Bird and other animals

Bird and humans

Bird and gods and goddesses

The bird’s physical and metaphorical interactions in the scene
context.

Ex.: a dove that fled from a falcon in 7/. 21, SCENE 30.
Ex.: the eagle that held a fawn in its talons in /. 8, SCENE 9.

Ex.: vultures that will devour the tender flesh of Trojan warriors
in //. 4, sCENE 6, and Hector who is metaphorically paralleled to
an eagle in //. 15, SCENE 19.

Ex.: the heron that was sent by Athena to Odysseus and
Diomedes in //. 10, SCENE 10.

Functions

Ex.: Marks Achilles” rapid speed, indicates Hector’s fear of being
captured, as a good sign it evoked fighting spirits in the Achaean
warriors.
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I1I. THE BIRD SCENES
Analysis, comments and interpretation

In this chapter the 35 bird scenes will be presented in the order they occur in the /liad
not to erupt that structure. Each bird scene is presented and examined according to the
same structure containing of four steps.

Firstly, there is the presentation of the bird scene in Greek and English. As reported the
Greek text is that of T. W. Allen’s edition of the //iad (1931) and the English translation
that of A. T. Murray, revised by W. F. Wyatt (Loeb Classical Library, 2001). The bolded
text is mine, used for emphasis.

Secondly, there is a short background to the scene to give a better understanding of
the context. Any one who prefers to read the preview before reading the scene is recom-
mended to do so.

The third step is the analysis presented within the frame of my analytical model and
the four aspects ornithology, form, interactions, and functions according to Fig. r.
The ornithological analysis is accomplished, for each species of bird that appear in the
scene. This also means that in the scenes where more than one species appear, such as
a Peregrine and a Rock Dove, the ornithological analysis will be made separately for
each bird.

The fourth step is the comments and interpretation.

Scene 1 — 11. 2.299—335

2900 “...TAfre @idot, xal peivat’ éni xoovov oppa daduey  -..Endure, my friends, and stay for a time, that we may know

300 9 éreov Kalyas pavrevetar e xail odxi.
301 U yag 00 To0e 1Quey évi gpeaiy, éoTé 0¢ mavTes
302 pdgTugot, ol um xfees éBav Savatoio égovaar

9 <y

303 xla e xal mowil’ 61’ éc AlAda vijes Ayaiioy
304 yepédovro nana Ioduw xal Towoi pégovaal,
305 queic 0’ duepl mepl nonymy iggots xata Bwuovs,
306 Eodoucy adavatoiot Tedjéoaas énatouBag

306 xalfj Umo mAatavicTw 63y géev ayAaoy Udwe:
308 &S’ épavy uéya aiua: dedxwy émi vidta dapoos,
309 guegdaréos, Tov ¢’ alrtos OAumos fre pows OF,
3710 Bwwol Imaitas meos ga mAaTavicTOV bgovTEY.
311 &da 0’ Erav aTeoudoio veooaol, viima Téxy

312 ol én’ drngoTdTw METAAOIS UTOTMENTHAITES,

313 OXTW, 4TaQ WYTME évaTy Ty 7 Téxe Ténva.

314 &3 6 e Tovs Edeciva xatiohe TeToIy@TAS
315 wiTne & dugenoTaTo 6dugouévy gila Téxva:
316 T 0’ éheMiauevos TTéguyos AafBey aupiayuiay.

whether the prophecies of Calchas are true or not. For this
indeed we know well in our hearts, and you are all wit-
nesses to it, those whom the fates of death have not carried
off It was but as yesterday or the day before, when the
ships of the Achaeans were gathering in Aulis, bringing
woes for Priam and the Trojans; and round a spring we
were offering perfect hecatombs to the immortals on the
holy altars, beneath a fair plane tree from which flowed the
bright water; then appeared a great portent: a serpent,
blood-red on its back, terrible, which the Olympian him-
self had sent into the light, glided from beneath the altar
and darted to the plane tree. Now on this tree were the
nestlings of a sparrow, tender little ones, on the topmost
bough, cowering beneath the leaves, eight in all, and the
mother that bore them was the ninth. Then the serpent de-
voured them as they twittered piteously, and the mother
flitted around them, wailing for her dear little ones; but he
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317 altag émel xata Téxva @dye aToovdoio xal alTRY,

318 Tov ey apilplov Siney Seos o5 mep Epmye-

319 Aday yap wiv Edune Koovov maic ayrulouyrew-
320 queis 0 éotaotes Savualouey ofov érinSm.

321 ws oby detva mEAwea Sedv eioi\S énatouBas,
322 Kadyas 0 atrin’ Enerra Seompoméwy dyspeve
323 ‘TinT’ dvew évéveaSe naom roudwyres Ayaioi;
324 Nuiv uev 160 Epnve Tépas uéva umrtieta Zevg,
325 ooy GditédeaToy, Gov xAéos ol moT’ dAsiTau.
326 wg obTo naTa Ténva @dye oTovdoio xal alTiyy,
327 OxTW, ATaE UYTNE EVATY TV 1 Téxe Ténva,

328 (¢ uelc Toooait’ étea mToAemilousy av,

329 TQ) dendt 02 moAy alpnoousy elpuayuiay.’
330 xelvog Twg dyogeve” Ta On viv mavTa TeAerTal.
33T AN aye winvere mavres éinviuides Ayaiol,
332 alTob els 6 nev aotu wéya Ioiduoto EAwuey.”
333 Q¢ Zoat’, Agyeior 02 uéy’ layov, auel 02 vijes
334 queodaléov novafByoay dicavrwy vn’ Ayaiiy,
335 pidoy énawgoavres Ddvaaijos Seioto.

Background

coiled himself and caught her by the wing as she screamed
at him. But when he had devoured the sparrow’s little ones
and the mother with them the god who had brought him to
the light made him disappear; for the son of crooked-
counseling Cronos turned him to stone; and we stood

there and marveled ar what had happened. So, when the
dread portent interrupted the hecatombs of the gods, then
immediately Calchas prophesied, and addressed our as-
sembly, saying: “Why are you silent, long-haired Achaeans?
10 us has Zeus the counsellor showed this great sign, late in
coming, late in fulfillment, the fame of which shall never
perish. Just as this serpent devoured the sparrow’s lirtle
ones and the mother with them — all eight, and the mother
that bore them was the ninth — so shall we war there for as
many years, but in the tenth we shall take the broad-wayed
city.” Thus spoke Calchas, and now all this is being brought
10 pass. But come, remain all you well-greaved Achaeans,
Just where you are, until we take the great city of Priam.”

So he spoke, and the Argives shouted aloud, and all

around them the ships echoed wondrously at the shout-

ing of the Achaeans, as they praised the words of godlike
Odysseus.

(1. 2.299-335)

Before the scene started Zeus sent a destructive dream to King Agamemnon, the great

commander of the Achaean troops. Agamemnon told the troops that nine years of

fighting had passed and that Zeus had still not granted them victory over the Trojans.

Since Agamemnon had lost hope he ordered them to return to their ships and sail for

their native lands. At that the assembly rushed towards their ships eager to start the

journey. Hera then spoke to Athena and persuaded her to go to the Achaeans and make

them stay. When Athena found Odysseus she persuaded him to have the warriors stay

and to continue fighting the Trojans. Odysseus succeeded in this. When the troops

were gathered he spoke to the assembly with Athena in the likeness of a herald at his

side. He reminded them of the serpent-sparrow event that took place in Aulis' when

the Achaeans were making offerings before they went to Troy in their ships.?

I Aulis was a small port in Boiotia in Greece, where the Achaean fleet assembled before setting out for Troy.

2 1l. 2.1-298.
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Analysis
Aspects Scene 1-1/1.2.299-335
Ornithology
Greek bird reference oTeoudos (2.311; 317; 326)
Lexica LS] s.v. ‘sparrow, Fringilla domestica™

Cunliffe s.v. ‘A sparrow’

Behaviour and characteristics | Eight nestlings covered beneath the leaves on the topmost bough
of a plane tree. They twitted as they were devoured by a serpent.
Also their mother was devoured. A small bird and a species that has
many offsprings.

Time context Refer to the birds’ breeding season in the spring or summer.

Spatial context High up in a plane tree at Aulis beneath the leaves on the topmost
bough of the tree. Above the Achaeans.

Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status Spanish Sparrow, Passer hispaniolensis

Form Physical

Interactions

Birds and birds A sparrow mother tried to protect her eight fledglings when she

witnessed that a serpent was devouring them all. She was also
devoured by the serpent.

Birds and other animals An uneven meeting between sparrows and a serpent who ate
them all. The serpent is described as a grear portent (2.308) that
the Olympian himself had sent into the light (2.309). It came from
beneath and went upwards into the tree and to the sparrows.

Birds and humans Below the sparrows the Achaean warriors were making offerings
before they set out for the war-expedition to Troy. The seer
Calchas** interpreted the sparrow-serpent event as an omen sent

by Zeus. He used the nine dead sparrows as signs and let each of
them represent a year of fighting. On the tenth year they would
take the broadwayed city. On the ninth year Odysseus reminded the
Achaean warriors about the omen and they responded positively to

it.
Birds and gods Zeus sent the serpent that devoured the nine sparrows.
Functions * Sparrow-specific signs, symbolic numbers and representations

that bring information.
* One part of Zeus’ symbolic answer to the Achaean warriors and
their offering ceremonies.

1 Fringilla domestica is an older species name for House Sparrow. The current name is Passer domesticus.

*2 The diviner of the Achaeans and son of Thestor. In //. 1 Calchas is described as far the best of diviners, who had knowledge of all things that
were, and that were to be, and that had been before, and who had guided the ships of the Achaeans to Ilios by the gift of prophecy that Phoebus
Apollo had granted him (Il. 1 68—72).
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Aspects Scene 1-1/I.2.299-335

Functions * The animal-event evoked wonder among the Achaeans.

* Visual physical signs, being part of an omen, coming with prophetic
information to the Achaean warriors.

¢ Symbolic numbers that foretold how many years the Achaeans would
fight in Troy before they would take the city.

* Odysseus used the sparrows as signs in a speech when he tried to to
motivate the Achaeans to continue to fight.

* As positive signs they increaced the Achaeans’ warspirits.

* Express inferiority, helplessness, horror, loss, and death from an avian
mother-and-child perspective.

¢ Possible symbolic representations of the Trojan mothers and children
who will be brutally killed/treated by the Achaeans in Troy.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

This scene is one of the most complicated bird scenes in the //iad with a multiplicity of
time and space contexts, interactions that embrace the avian, reptile, human and divine
spheres, and with diversified functions and messages that will be suggested below. This
is the reason why the comment and interpretation is somewhat longer than in the other
scenes.

The scene describes an event that had taken place in Aulis. A serpent came from
beneath and went upwards a plane tree. There high up on the topmost bough (2.312) were
the nestlings of a sparrow, tender little ones (2.311)°. They were cowering beneath the leaves,
eight in all, and the mother that bore them was the ninth (2.312—313). The serpent devoured
them as they twittered piteously (2.314)%, and the mother flitted around them, wailing for
her dear little ones (2.315). The sparrows’ nest is not mentioned and it is possible that we
shall view the young sparrows as fledglings that had left the nest and sat nearby or on
it. All details that describes the birds’ behaviours are ornithologically accurate: i.e., the
breeding place in a plane tree and the babies that hide up there under the leaves, the
mother sparrow’s protective behaviour and probably also her calls and the nestlings’

behaviour and calls.’> Also the serpent’s behaviour refers to natural conditions in many

3 LSJ s.v. veds 1. young, youthful..b. rarely of animals and plants, ...I1.21.38...11. new, fresh’.

4 LS) s.v. Toilw “...teTorybres, Il. 2.314: —prop. of sounds uttered by animals,...utter a shrill cry, of young birds, I1.2.314". For tetpiy@rag in
1I. 2.314 Zenodotus has ti7ilovrag (onomatop.), see s.v. Trtilw'...cheep, like a young bird.” Also see LSJ s.v. éAeewvis “...finding pity, pitied,
moving pity, pitied’.

5 Kirk comments that veosooi, viimia téxva (2.311) is a pathetically description for the birds that crouch under the leaves of the highest
branch (2.312). Kirk 1992, 149. I would however like to emphasise that the context and behaviour of the sparrows are accurate. Since
the nestlings are young and vulnerable they have to hide from enemies. Leaf observes that Téxva is repeated so as to give a human
pathos to the passage. He adds that vjma especially emphasises this association. Leaf 1900, 72.
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ways, its darting up in a tree and its devouring of the sparrows.® In an ornithological
sense the large number of young is important for the identification of the bird.

'The Spanish Sparrow, Passer hispaniolensis, is gregarious. The colonies may hold any-
thing from a few up to over a thousand pairs. The sexes are dissimilar. The male has a
red-brown crown and a big brad black bib that meets the black shoulders. The female
is greyer in colour and has less black on her mantle and shoulders. The female is nor-
mally impossible to separate in the field from the House Sparrow, but the choice of
nests is different between these two species. The Spanish Sparrow breeds in trees near
rivers or other wet areas in farmlands well away from buildings. Freestanding nests in
trees resting on branch forks are most common and the nest height can be 0.5-30 m
above ground. On the contrary the House Sparrow, Passer domesticus, seldom breeds in
trees but more often in holes in buildings. The Spanish Sparrow’s nest is large, untidy
and rather spherical with an entrance hole on the side. The clutch size is 2-6 and oc-
casionally up to eight, which is a detail that coincides with the number of siblings in
the scene.” Both parents brood and feed the young, but at the latter part of the nesting
period the male reverts to song display.

The calls of the Spanish Sparrow are similar to the House Sparrow but more metallic
in tone. The most common call is distinctive. There are no reports in the ornithological
literature concerning anti-predator responses of young and parental anti-predator strat-
egies but Cramp & Perrins refer to the alarm-calls, where a nasal ‘quer’ is given singly in
‘guer-quer’ couplets or as ‘quer-quer-it’. These calls are used by both the female and male.
There is no information concerning the calls of young at nest when an enemy is near.®
To sum up, the ornithological accuracy in the scene is high and there are details in the

descriptions that suggest that the Spanish Sparrow was used for the birds in the scene.’

6 A species that may have been used as a model for the serpent in the scene is the Aesculapian Snake, Elaphe longissima, which is
a large snake that is specialised in climbing up trees to take nestlings in birds’ nests. It is found mainly in the Mediterranean
region and in the south of Europe. It can be up to two metres long. The colour varies and is grey-buff, olive-brown or brown and
the underside is pale yellowish or whitish. Information from prof. Géran Nilsson, Dept. of Zoology, Gothenburg University. See
also Nicholas & Ovenden, 2004, 214.

7 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 795. Also see del Hoyo et al. 2004, 317.

8 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 308-317, 795, Also see del Hoyo et al. 2004, 317, and Svensson & Grant 2006, 342—343. The Spanish
Sparrow is distributed in Iberia, Sardinia and northwest Africa. It is further established in the Balkan countries and Greece,
Cyprus, Turkey, the Levant, and the Caucasus area, etc. There are locally hybrid populations with House sparrow. Cramp &
Perrins 1994, 310

9 Pollard suggests that the bird nest in the scene is a sparrow’s nest and he refers to House Sparrow, Passer domesticus. However,
he also claims that the sparrows in this scene were clearly not House Sparrows, since they were living in the open with their
nest in a plane tree. He says further that here it was the event and not the species that was important. Pollard 1977, 29. Also
see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who suggest House Sparrow, Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 308. Boraston thought that orgouSds in
Homer’s time was probably used as a generic word for many species of small birds not easily distinguishable. He suggested
that the Homeric oroov3ss was a Great Titmouse, Parus major, because he believed that sparrows could never have more than
six eggs. Boraston 1911, 216, 247—248. According to Thompson the name srgoudds in the I/iad was used generally and not
specifically. Thompson 1936, 269. Also see Arnott 2007, 225-227 and Keller 1913, 88—90.
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Interactions and functions in the scene

Interactions occur at many levels in this scene. There is a clear difference in strength
between the serpent and the sparrows. The serpent expresses power and dominance
from a hunter/killer perspective while the sparrows expresses vulnerability, horror and
death from a prey/victim perspective. The interaction between them took place high up
in a plane tree, which is a huge tree, probably on or nearby a sparrow’s nest where the
siblings were supposed to be safe and protected.’ The outcome of their meeting was
that the sparrows were devoured by the serpent, while the serpent disappeared. Since
snakes have an incredible ability to disappear quickly the idea here was probably that
the serpent vanished very rapidly from the sight of the Achaean warriors or the ones
who observed the event'!. The serpent’s disappearance plausibly emphasises, as did the
serpents’ devouring of the sparrows, that they had experienced something out of the
ordinary. There are also interactions between the sparrow mother and her young. The
sparrow mother obviously saw her offspring being eaten by the serpent and she rwiz-
tered piteously (2.315) when it devoured them."? She further flitted around them, wailing
for her dear little ones (2.315—2.316). With these descriptions the sparrows clearly add
emotional dimensions to the scene since the young express vulnerability, horror and
helplessness, and since the mother displays the same when she tries to protect her off-
spring. She also expresses sorrow at losing them. Apart from this, all sparrows express
death. The serpent showed no mercy and caught the sparrow mother by her wing and
devoured her also. In this way the sparrows, as being part of the sparrow-serpent event,
illustrate a family trauma that ended in brutal deaths for children and mother. When
commenting on line 2.321, Kirk suggests that “..the innocent sparrows join the snake
as terrible monsters because of their role in the portent.”"? He further refers to very
ancient fables of a contest between a snake and a bird in a tree, which ends with one
of them devouring the other’s young. These had various morals such as the Accadian
myth of Etana where an eagle devoured a snake’s offspring."* According to Kirk there
is no special moral in the scene in the f/iad and for him it is merely the devouring of a
particular number of victims that is important where the birds are equivalent to years.”
To me it is difficult not to view the sparrows with some sympathy since their vulner-
ability and hopeless struggle against death is so apparent in the scene. Even if they in

10 Asargued the nest is not mentioned only the young sparrows and their mother.

11 For another interpretation cf. Kirk who prefers “invisible” rather than turned to stone (2.319). Kirk 1985, 149-150.

12 Segal is not discussing the sparrow-serpent event exclusively but rather comments that Homer never describes the death of a human son
before a parent’s eyes. He adds that there is an allusion to a husband killed before the eyes of a wife in /. 19.291. Segal 1971,17.

13 Kirk 1985, 149.

14  Kirk 1985, 149. Hearth reports that the sparrow and snake portent is found also in Cypria as summarized in Proclus’ Chrestomathy, see
Apollod. Epit 3.5 and Hearth 1999, 396. See also Dowden 2004, 198 and Davies 1989, 43—44.

15 Kirk 1985, 149.
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a way are doomed to get killed by the stronger serpent they indubitably add emotional
and tragic dimensions to the scene.

The bird-serpent event interrupted the Achaeans’ offering ceremonies which took
place just before the Achaean troops set out for Troy with their many ships. It is easy
to understand that it was important to search for signs in such an important and risk-
filled situation. In a speech the diviner Calchas used the sparrows and the serpent
as signs in an omen that had come from Zeus with specific prophetic information.
In this interpretation the nine sparrows become symbolic numbers that foretell how
many years the Achaeans would fight in Troy before taking the city.'® When Odysseus
reminded his comrade-warriors of the omen that had come to the Achaeans with the
serpent and sparrows, nine years had passed: he used the bird-serpent event as a way
to motivate the troops to continue the war. From a war-propagandistic perspective his
words came at the right moment since the Achaean warriors were eager to return home
after many years of fighting."” Their load cries of assent illustrate the strong psychologi-
cal power of the animal-omen as well as the Achaeans’ faith in it. Their spirits raised
and they were ready again to do battle.’®

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

If we leave the sparrows’ immediate functions in the scene and their effects on the
Achaean warriors and consider their possible wider functions in the primary narrative
of the fliad, 1 would suggest that we return to Edwards who advises us to ask: “Why
does the poet say this in this way?”" Why were a Spanish Sparrow mother and her chil-
dren chosen for the scene and why were they slaughtered by a serpent? Pollard has sug-
gested that the serpent may be a representation for the invading Greek army.?® Is there
also a possibility that the sparrows implicitly represent those who are going to be in-
vaded, the ones who are most easily taken among the humans, the most tragic victims
in war? When commenting on //. 22 Richardson emphasises that the loss of so many of

King Priam’s sons is an important theme in the /iad, especially in the later books.”! To

16  According to Kirk the actual interpretation of the omen is badly stated: i.e., one should have expected that eight years had passed
and that Troy would fall on the ninth which means that the fledglings would represent the years so far and the mother the year
to come. Kirk 1985, 150. Also see Jones 2003, 72. For a confirmation that Troy was sacked in the tenth year see 7/. 12.15.

17 Also see Willcock 1978, 202.

18 Kirk comments that Odysseus vividly recalls this portent to the Achaean warriors. He says “...the undeniable reality of the
portent itself is made to spread over into Kalkhas interpretation of it.” Kirk 1985, 148.

19 Edwards 2002, 126.

20  Pollard 1977, 119.

21 See Il. 22.423—426, 24.255-260, 24.493—501, and Richardson 1993, 110, 151. Also see Griffin 1980, 123fF. See also //. 22.22.38—45 and
11. 22.453—454 where Andromache, Hector’s wife says: “..surely near at hand is some evil thing for the children of Priam. Far from
my ear be that word ...”. Priam mentions that he had fifty children when the Achaeans came and nineteen were born to him from
the same womb while the other women of the palace bore the others, see //. 24.495-497. The children of Priam and Hecamede
who are mentioned in the //iad are Hector, Paris, Helenus, Ilione, Deiphobus, Troilus, Polites, Creusa, Leodice, Polyxena and
Polydorus. When commenting on //. 17.223-226 Edwards emphasises that we are often reminded that the Trojans are fighting
for their wives and children, see e.g., 7I. 8.57, 15.497, 21.587. Edwards 1991, 8s.
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have pity on the Trojan wives and their small children in a wider sense is also referred
to in Song 6 where the priestess Theano in a prayer to Athena asks for her pity on the
city and the Trojans’ wives and their little ones (Il. 6.310). One could thus in a general
sense also see the sparrow mother and her young as future-projecting representations of
the Trojan mothers and Trojan children who will be brutally cut down by the Achaean
warriors (represented by the serpent) in the city of well-protected Troy.”? With these
events in mind one can discern, almost like a seer would do, several parallel events that
seem to be related to each other and where one takes place in the interactions between
the serpent and the sparrows, and where another will take place in the coming interac-
tions between the humans. In this wider symbolic interpretation the sparrows, apart
from their prophetic informative functions, have emotive roles since they allow us to
view, feel and comprehend the hard conditions and consequences of the war from the

Trojans’ points of view, especially from the perspectives of the mothers and children.

Scene 2 — 11. 2.445-468

445 oi' & aue’ Atpciwva dotoepées BariAies

446 Stvov xpivovtes, ueta 0¢ yhavndmg Adqvy,

447 aiyid’ Eyova’ oiTiuoy ayowy aSavatyy Te,

448 Tis éxatoy Saavor mayyeloeor NegéSovTal,

449 mavtes éimhenées, énatouBoiog 0¢ Exaatog.

450 oUy T maigdooovaa diéoauto Aaoy Ayaidy

45T oTplvova’ lvau v 0¢ 0évos Mpoey énaoT

452 napoiy aAAprroy modewilery 108 wayeadal.

453 Toiot & doap moeuos YAuriwy yéver’ g vécadai
454 v vyual Yhaguefiot gidgy és matoidn yaiay.

455 Hite mip aidnlov émeAéyer aometov iy
456 olpeos év ropuis, Exadey 0¢ e paivetal alym,
457 W¢ TOVY oxomévwy amo yalrot Sermeaiotn

458 aivAy maupavowaa O’ aidégos olgavoy fie.

459 Taw & ¢ T’ dpvidwy meTenyioy Edvea molAa,
460 yqy@y 4 yepavwy 7 xUxvwy JouAiyodeipwy,

461 Aciw v Aeqwint Kaiotoiov auel oéedoa,

462 &vSa xal &vda moTvTar ayaldueva Treglysaa,
463 rharyymdoy mponanlovrwy, ouagayer 0¢ Te Aciuwy,
464 ¢ TV Edvea moAAa vewy amo xal rMiaidwy

4065 é mediov mpoyovto Snaudvdotov: altap vmo yIwy
466 guegdaréoy xovaBile moddy altv Te nal immwy.
467 értay 0’ év Asiuovi Srauavdoie avSeuoeyti

468 wugiot, oooa Te @UAAa xal avdea yiyvetar wey.

22 See for example /. 17.223—224.

The kings, nurtured by Zeus, who were with Atreus’ son
dashed about swiftly, marshaling the army, and with them
was the flashing-eyed Athene, holding the priceless aegis,
that knows neither age nor death, from which hang a hun-
dred golden tassels, all fine-woven, and each one worth a
hundred oxen. With it she sped dazzling through the army
of the Achaeans, urging them on; and in the heart of each
man she roused strength to war and to fight without ceas-
ing. And to them at once war became sweeter than to
return in their hollow ships to their dear native land.

Just as a consuming fire makes a boundless forest blaze
on the peaks of a mountain, and from afar can the glare be
seen, so from their magnificent bronze, as they marched
out, went the dazzling gleam through the sky to the heavens.

And as the many tribes of winged birds, wild geese or
cranes or long-necked swans on the Asian meadow by the
streams of Cajistrius, fly here and there, glorying in their
strength of wing, and with loud cries settle ever onwards,
and the meadow resounds, so their many tribes poured out
of the ships and huts into the plain of Scamander, and the
earth resounded terribly beneath the tread of men and
horses. And they stood in the flowery meadow of Scaman-
der, countless, as are the leaves and flowers in their
season.

(1. 2.445—468)
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Background

King Nestor urged King Agamemnon to show himself as the Achaean military leader.
He reminded the Achaean warriors that Zeus had given them favourable signs the
day they sailed from Aulis and advised Agamemnon not to let any warrior sail away
in haste.” Somewhat later Nestor asked Agamemnon to Separate the men by tribes, by
clans,...so that clan may aid clan and tribe tribe. If you do this, and the Achaeans obey you,
you will know then which of the leaders is a coward, and which of the men, and also which
is brave; for each clan will fight for itself. And you will know whether it is the will of heaven
that prevents your taking the city, or the cowardice of the men and their ignorance in war
(1l. 2.362—369).** At that Agamemnon praised Nestor as a good counsellor and ordered
the warriors to eat and feed their horses before they join battle. At that the warriors
shouted aloud and they took their meal and made sacrifices and prayers to the gods.
Agamemnon sacrificed a bull to Zeus and before his prayer to Zeus he called for Nes-
tor, Idomeneus, the two Aiantes, Diomedes, Odysseus and Menelaus. Zeus accepted
the sacrifice and decided to increase the toil of war. After the meal Nestor advised Ag-

amemnon to gather the army and so he did.”

Analysis
Aspects Scene 2 - /I. 2.445-468
Ornithology
Greek bird reference v (2.460)
vépavos (2.460)
xUxvos (2.460)
Lexica LS] sv. g, ‘wild goose, Anser cinereus™

Cunliffe sv.’A goose’

LS] sv.yéoavos, ‘crane, Grus cinerea, 11. 3.3
Cunliffe sv. ‘A crane B460=0692, I'3.

LSJ s.v. xbxvos, ‘swan, Cycnus olor™
Cunliffe s.v ‘A swan’

Behaviour and characteristics | 27/ véeavos/xixvos: Flock behavior: flying, moving, glorying in
their wings, landing on the Asian meadow, moving forward and
calling loudly. The swans are long-necked.

Time context A morning in early spring is indicated by the behaviour and sounds
which suggest the birds’ spring migration.

23 1l.2.336-361.
24  Also see Il. 2.123-133.
25 1l.2.369—444.
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Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 2 -1I. 2.445-468

Ornithology

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

At the Asian meadow by the streams of Cajstrius.® They fly and
settle on the meadow. The impression is that they are coming from
above and that they land and take the plain into possession.

xnvlvéeavosininvos: High

gnv: Greylag Goose, Anser anser
vépavos: Crane, Grus grus
xUnvog: Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus

Form xmvlvéeavoslnixvos: Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds Flock behaviour: flying, moving, glorying in their wings, landing,

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

moving forward, and calling loudly.

Describe Achaean troops in a goose-, crane-, and swan-like, paral-
lel way when they marched out on the plain of Scamader to meet
the Trojans. The “bird-metaphor” indicates that there was some-
thing unusual about the warriors at this moment.

Athena intervened in lines 2.446-454 urging the Achaeans on
with the aegis*® to continue the war with the Trojans, i.e., just be-
fore the birds appear in the scene. This series of activities indicate
that the warriors” birdlike activities during their military advance
can partly be seen as an effect of Athena’s influence on them, i.e.,
they behaved and appeared like this because they were not only
motivated by themselves but also by her.

Functions

* Geese-, crane- and swan-specific metaphorical parallels that
describe the Achaean troops when they advanced against the
Trojans on the Scamander Plain.

* Bring information about the Achaean troops and their advance
at this moment in time and space.

* Show that these warriors entered the plain in large and impres-
sive numbers.

* Indicate that they were organised in several military differenti-
ated units together with their leaders.

* Indicate that they took the plain quickly.

* Indicate that they were all lively and eager when they marched
on which indicates that their war spirits were high.

* Indicate that they at this moment also made loud war cries.

* Indicate their status in the hierarchies of warriors.
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Aspects Scene 2 -1I.2.445-468
Functions ¢ Give their activities, voices and states a kind of wild, avian
character.

* Signal that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about the Achaean warriors at this moment which may be a

result of “double motivation”*

*

1 Anser cinereus is an older Latin name for the Greylag Goose, Anser anser.

*

2 Grus cinerea is an older Latin name for the Crane, Grus grus.

3 Cycnus olor is the Latin name for the species Mute Swan.

4 'This location has been identified with the marshy Lesser Menderes Delta on the Turkish west coast where the Cayster River (in Turkish,
Kii¢itk Menderes) flows into the Aegean Sea at Ephesos. See Kirk 1985, Willcock 1978, 20, and Jones 2003, 74. The area round Kiigiik
Menderes is a flat and marshy area that is surrounded by low mountains. It is a wetland region, known by ornithologists to be a good
spot for bird watching. It is likely that this environment have been favorable for many species of birds for a very long time.

*

*

5 Lines 2.445-447 indicate that Athena’s role was to support the army in contrast to Zeus who seems more interested in supporting the
kings: The kings, nurtured by Zeus (2.44s).

*6  Kirks suggests that the acgis was a goat-skin in some form. It is put around the shoulders at 7/. 5.738 and 18.204 and it is presumably
like a sword (-strap), sx/L., or shield (-strap), 1xIl. He emphasises that the description of the aegis as maygoioeor (2.448) “all-golden” is
unique here and the word mapdoaovaa on line 2.450 implies darting rather than dazzling. Kirk points out that the phraseology seems
to have been developed and adapted for the occasion and that we may see here the work of the main composer himself. Kirk 1985, 62.
Willcock describes the aegis as a supernatural weapon of the gods. Willcock 1978, 225.The aegis in the //iad is linked to Zeus, but it
is also deployed by Apollo and Athena. For Zeus see /. 4.167, 17.593, for Apollo 15.229; 308; 318; 361, 24.20, and for Athena see 5.738,
18.204, 21.400. See also Janko 1992, 261.

7 For the concept of “double motivation” and divine intervention in human war see chapter 1.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

There are three different bird references in the scene: g7y, y2pavos, and xUxvos and they
appear in metaphorical forms. These names mark a specification and an intention to
divide the group “birds”, ogvidwy (2.459),% into further categories. The geese, cranes and
swans are separated in the text by the word %, or (2.460) which implies that they came
to the plain in differentiated flocks. The birds are further examples of £3vos (pl. £3vea),
tribes (2.459). This effort to organise birds into different categories and to give them dif-
ferent names indicates a very early reflection of bird taxonomy, which is an important
subfield of ornithology.

The metaphorical geese, cranes and swans behave in a lively way and their behaviour,
including their loud honking and trumpeting calls, place them in early spring.”” The
description glorying in their strength of wing (2.462) may also be associated with spring
when these kinds of birds, especially the males, show off their wings and plumes. As

26 See LS] s.v. dguig.

27 Kirk emphasises the links between the Asian meadow and the “Scamandrian meadow” and the connection to the flowery meadow of
Scamander in line 2.467. According to him the scene has an extraordinary virtuosity with the images that are woven into one another.
The word @gp on line 2.468 is in its three other uses in the //iad supported by a word for spring: here it may imply either that or simply
“due season” according to Kirk. Kirk 1985, 164-165. Pollard commented that the loud cry of migrating cranes passing in skeins from
North Africa to their breeding places was a familiar sound to the ancient Greeks. In ancient times when the succession of the seasons was
closely associated with natural phenomena the behavior of birds was closely observed. This is not surprising as their migration followed
an almost clock-like regularity. Pollard 1977, 83, 110.
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important is that the description is connected as well with the birds” emotions.?® It is
an impressive moment for a human to observe a collective landing of such birds. The
most dramatic moment to observe these birds is when they are landing in the early
morning during their spring migration, as they are even livelier at this period of time.
Geese, cranes and swans may look quite harmless when their wings are not open, but
when they show the wings they indeed look large, strong and powerful or one can say
“proud”.

The sequence and with loud cries settle ever onwards (2.463) is also accurate in an orni-
thological sense since geese, swans and cranes all call in mass when they land and settle
on ground. Their calls are especially apparent at early springtime. The Asian meadow
by the streams of Caystrius is an appropriate habitat for these kinds of birds.”

The Greylag Goose, the Crane and the Whooper Swan are all migratory birds that
are gregarious on passage.’’ They have in common that they fly in flock formations,
have distinguishable flock behaviours, and loud-sounding calls. An earlier Latin name
for the Whooper Swan was Cygnus musicus. All the species are distributed in the east
Mediterranean region during the migration period when they visit wetlands, meadows
and grassland regions. The Crane, Grus grus, also breeds in the area and substantial
numbers of migrating Cranes furthermore pass the winter in Turkey. For the swans I
suggest the Whooper Swan and do not include the Mute Swan, Cygnus olor, since this
specie is not very vocal, and I consider the sound aspect of the birds an important fac-

tor in the scene.?!

Interactions and functions in the scene

The flocks of birds mainly interact with each other and with the human characters.
Generally the geese, cranes, and swans signify the Achaean army’s military advance,
i.e., its movement on the Scamander Plain towards Troy, but since the warriors are

resembled to the birds they also reveal other details about the warriors. There are many

28 See LS s.v. dyaddw ‘glorify, exalt...Pass., glory, exult in a thing’. Leaf suggests that the word is used here in the primitive sense
‘preening themselves’, Leaf 1900, 83. Kirk pointed out the birds were “exulting in their wings’, swooping about perhaps as they looked
for a spot to land.” Kirk 1985, 164. Willcock argued that ayaAAéueva agrees with Z3vea and that the birds in the flocks are “delighting
in”, and “making a fine show with” their wings. Willcock 1978, 204.

29 For this location see note *4, page 62. See also Vivante who emphasises that the scene is the only example where we find a place
described in a way that suggests personal knowledge. Vivante 1983, 72. See also West 2011, 20-27.

30  Greylag Goose is also breeding in some parts of Turkey. Svensson & Grant 2006, 42.

31 'The Whistling Swan, Cygnus columbianus, is also excluded because it is related to the tundra of north-east Europe and Siberia, and
since its winter quarters are mainly at the Caspian and Aral Seas. Cramp & Simmons, 1977, 377. For the Greylag Goose, see Cramp &
Simmons 1977, 413—422. For the Crane, see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 620—621. For the Whopper Swan, see Cramp & Simmons 1977,
385—391. For discussions on ancient sources, see also Keller 1913, 192, see also 184-193 (crane), 220-225 (goose), and 213—220, esp. 214215
on swansong (swan). Boraston suggests Greylag Goose and Bean Goose and adds that the word certainly also served to signify other
species of goose. He further suggests Mute Swan and Whooper Swan and Crane. Boraston 1911, 249. Also see Thompson 1936, 325—326
(goose), 68—7s (crane), and 178-186 (swan), and Arnott 2007, 30-31 (goose), 52—s54 (crane), and 122—-124 (swan). Voultsiadou & Tatalos
suggest Greylag Goose for g7y, Crane for yZpavog, and Whooper Swan for xixvog. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 308.
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possible points of comparisons. I suggest that the geese, cranes, and swans mark that
the Achaean troops and warriors were geese-, crane-, and swan-like in the sense of that
they entered the Scamander Plain in large and impressive numbers,* that they with
their leaders marched in several differentiated organized military groups of warriors
from the same tribes or clans, cf. £3vea on line 2.459,%° and that they took the plain
quickly. The loud honking and trumpeting from the birds indicate that the warriors
made loud war cries as they entered the plain, and the birds glorying in their strength
of wing (2.464) show that they marched on in a particular lively and glorious way; this
signifies also that their war spirits were high. I also suggest that the birds chosen for
the scene indicate the status of these warriors. If they had been kings and prominent
warriors, they would have been metaphorically shown as eagles or any other birds of
prey. All the avian details correspond to size, organization, quality, sounds from the
war cries, and emotional states of the Achaean troops at this moment and give their
activities, voices and states a kind of wild, avian character.

Kirk points out that “this famous simile illustrates both the numbers and move-
ments of the troops on the one hand and the noise of their marching on the other”.?*
I agree that the scene is in part a simile”, and that the birds function parallelly to the
humans, but in my opinion the birds have another important function, that of signals
that communicate that something unusual and extraordinary is going on with the
warriors and their activities and states. What I find apparent in the scene is that the
Achaean warriors at a specific moment in time and space are described in such strong
ways, i.e., as lively and loud-sounding birds that rapidly take possession of a meadow.
They are described not only as humans, but also in a “halfway” sense as birds in activ-
ity and emotion. How they can act in this more-than-human way is an open question.
We know that they had made sacrifices, were physically fit (had recently been given a
meal), and they had just been ordered to fight by the military leaders.>® However, we

32 Kirk emphasises that the poet is thinking of the multitude of men. Kirk 1985, 164. See also a later passage where Iris makes a comment
to King Priam about the Achaean troops: 7 have very often before now entered into battles of warriors, but never yet have I seen an army like
this in quality and size; for like leaves or sands do they come over the plain to fight against the city. (Il. 2.789—790).

33 Also see the Catalogue of Ships in /. 2.494-759 which lists the contingents of the Achaean army that sailed to Troy for example the
Mycenaeans and the Cretans. See also West 2011, 111. The metaphorical birds in the scene add a quality that was not expressed in the
bee metaphor in 7/. 2.291-100 since the Greeks at this earlier moment appeared as one big body of warriors who were not differentiated
in smaller groups. The importance of organised differentiated troops has already been referred to in the //iad in two previous sequences.
In the first sequence Agamemnon told the Achaean warriors that the Trojans should be gathered together while the Achacans should be
divided into ten groups, see I/. 2.124-130. This number may allude to ten tribes of the Achaeans that marched on the Scamander Plain
as well as to ten metaphorical flocks of birds that landed on the Asian meadow. In the second sequence Nestor advised Agamemnon to
separate the warriors by tribes and clans so that clan may aid clan and tribe, tribe: see 7/. 2.362-363 and the “Background” of the scene.
These two sequences make it very likely that the flocks of geese, cranes or swans in the scene metaphorically describe organisation and
strategies in military advance.

34  Kirk 1985, 163—164.

35 I however prefer to label it a “bird-metaphorical utterance”. For “metaphorical utterance”, see Ricoeur 1976, 49—50 and chapter 1 and 2
in the present study concerning “metaphors”.

36 See 2.381—443.

64



THE BIRD SCENES

can observe from lines 2.445—454 that Athena in particular is urging the Achaean army
on with the aegis just before the metaphorical birds appear in the scene.’” The warriors’
strong and birdlike activities and emotions can thus partly be understood as an effect
of Athena’s influence on them, i.e., they behaved and appeared like this because they
were not only motivated by themselves but also by her.*® We know from previous pas-
sages that it was not long ago that they were eager to return home.” It seems that food,
human and divine motivation changed them. What is also apparent in the scene is that
the warriors were in the middle of a military advance. We know from other passages in
the fliad that the gods usually support humans and troops in important war events,*
and that they can motivate and influence the humans’ activities and emotions. A bit
further on in the f/iad King Agamemnon is described as a bull in a herd stands out far
the chiefest, since he is preeminent among cattle as they gather, such did Zeus make Ag-
amemnon on that day (2.480—483). In this example it seems that Agamemnon appeared

as a bull because Zeus made him that way.

Scene 3 — 1. 2.494—510

494 Boiwtdy uey Inyédews xai Avitos fogov The Boeotians were led by Peneleos and Leitus, and

495 Agrecitads te Ipodoqvwe te Kloviog e, Arcesilaus and Prothoénor and Clonius; these were they

496 of & Yoiny évéuovro xal AlAda metoneroay who dwelt in Hyria and rocky Aulis and Schoenus and

497 Zyoivéy Te Sn@Ady Te moAUnvquoy ' Etewviy, Scolus and Eteonus with its many ridges, Thespeia, Graea,

498 Oéomeiay Ioaity Te nai ebpigoooy Muxadqoooy, and spacious Mycalessus; and who dwelt around Harma

499 of T’ aue’ Agu’ évémovto nai Eidéoiov xai Eoudgas,
500 of " Elecov’ eigov 90° “TAny nai Ietedva,
501 Qraléngy Medetwva 1’ éiintiuevoy mrolieSgo,
502 Konas Eltonoiv Te moAvteqowva te Oiafyy,
503 o Te Kopwvetay xal momevd” AdiagToy,

504 o e ITAatatay éxov 40 of Thigcayt’ évéuovTo,
505 of &' TroSqBag eixov éintinevoy mrolicSgoy,
506 Oyymatov S isgov Iogidniov aylaoy aAaog,
507 o Te moAvoTaguloy Agvmy Exov, of Te Midsiay
508 Nigay e {adémy Avdqdova T éoyatowoay.
500 TV Wey TEVTNHOVTA VEES Hioy, & OF enaoTy
510 xolipot Boiwt@y éxatov nal eiroai Baivoy.

and Eilesium and Erythrae; and who held Elon and Hyle
and Peteon, Ocalea and Medeon, the well-built citadel,
Copae, Eutresis, and Thisbe, the haunt of doves; and
who dwelt in Coroneia and grassy Haliartus, and who held
Plataea and dwelt in Glisas; and they who held lower
Thebes, the well-built citadel, and holy Onchestus, the
bright grove of Poseidon; and they who held Arne, rich in
vines, and Mideia and sacred Nisa and Anthedon on the
seashore. Of these came fifty ships, and on each went

one hundred and twenty young men of the Boeotians.

(Il. 2.494—510)

37  'The kings seem to be under some influence of Zeus at this moment, see The kings, nurtured by Zeus (2.44s).
38  For the concept of “double motivation”, see chapter 1. According to Kirk Athena’s divine intervention on lines 2.445—454 is in one

respect metaphorical, since she does not take human appearance, or say anything, and nor does the troops see her. They just seem to
have felt her presence as she filled them with strength at line 2.451. Kirk 1985, 162. Jones points out that the troops are not said to see
Athena, but that she certainly has an effect on them as a god of war who inspires men to battle. Concerning lines 2.455—473 though,
which the quoted bird scene is part of Jones comment is that similes announce the advance into battle. Jones 2002, 74. Also compare
with 7. 20.54: Thus did the blessed gods urge on the two armies to clash in battle (Il. 20.54—s55). See also Il. 4 where Hera tells Zeus: Most
dread son of Cronos, what a word you have said! How can you be minded to make my labor vain and of no effect, and the sweat that I sweated
in my toil — and my two horses grew weary with my summoning the army as an evil for Priam and his sons?” (Il. 4.25—29). See also

1. 4.439—441.
39  See ll. 2.147-154
40 See for example 7/. 20.54-s55.
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Background

The passage above is the first part of the so called Catalogue of Ships, /. 2.494—759,
which is a list of the Achaean contingents as reported in 7. 2.*! It systematically links
regions and localities with kings and specific heroes and their people, and sometimes
the locality is given a descriptive epithet that offers further differentiation or impor-
tance.*> The main scholarly questions have concerned the extent of historical credibility
of the Catalogue of Ships: whether it was composed by Homer himself, to what ex-
tent it reflects a pre-Homeric document or remembered tradition, surviving perhaps in
part from Mycenaean times, or whether it is a result of postHomeric development.*?
Edzard Visser concludes that the Catalogue is compatible with the rest of the //iad in
its techniques of verse improvisation, that the order of the names is meaningful and
that the geographical epithets indicate concrete geographical knowledge. Visser further
argues that this knowledge was transmitted by the heroic myth, elements of which
introduce each geographical section.*

The scene above differs from all other scenes in the material since it seems that the
doves refer to and are associated with the physical location Thisbe® and nothing more.
I have chosen to include the scene in the material since the doves can be identified by
family, genus, or species of birds according to current animal taxonomy.

Returning now to the scene above: When the Achaean leaders had marshaled the
men on the Scamander Plain, the poet asked the Muses, who had their dwellings on
Olympus and who knew all things, who were the leaders and lords of the Achaeans.
With the help from the Muses the poet then started to describe the Achaean troops.*¢

Analysis
Aspects Scene 3 - /I. 2.494-510
Ornithology
Greek bird reference noluterewy (2.502)
Lexica LSJ s.v. ‘abounding in doves, Il. 2502, 582
Cunliffe s.v. ‘Haunted by pigeons’

41 A much shorter passage lists the Trojans and their allies in 7/. 2.816-877.

42 See Willcock 1978, 206—212. See also Kirk who emphasises that the systematic presentation of the catalogue indicates that the poet had
some understanding of the geography of the region. Kirk 1985, 166—240.

43 See Anderson 1995 181—191 and Page 1959, 132, 134. See also Minton, who discusses the catalogues in Homer and Hesiod and suggests
that part of their purpose was to impress the audience with a display of the poet’s memory, Minton 1962, 188—212. Also see West 2011,
I-121.

44  Visser 1997.

45 According to Kirk the location “Thisbe” is confirmed by inscriptions near the modern town of the same name “about four kilometres
from the sea in the Permessus valley (B11) in the Greek mainland.” He adds that modern pigeons have been observed in large numbers
in the neighbourhood. Kirk 1985, 175, 193.

46 See Il. 2.469—493.
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Scene 3 - /I. 2.494-510

Ornithology

Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

Large numbers of doves

Unspecific

Thisbe where the Boeotians lived.

High

Doves, presumably the Rock Dove, Columbia livia

Form Other
Interactions
Birds and birds Large numbers of doves at Thisbe.

Birds and other animals
Birds and humans

Birds and gods

The Boeotians lived at Thisbe where there were many doves.

Functions

* Add an informative detail, something characteristic about the

location of Thisbe, i.e., that there was a large number of doves.
* The informative detail may have aided a more collective, oral

spatial memory.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The scene enumerates the places where the Boeotians dwelt where Thisbe is described
as Thisbe, the haunt of doves (2.502). Since the doves are not physically present in the
activities in the //iad 1 have classified them as being in “other” form. It is the great
numbers of doves that is the important aspect in the description. IToAvtgnewy is the
word used. IToAd means “many” and accordning to LS] tenewy means ‘timorous, shy,
in Hom. always epith. of doves’. LS] supplement says: ‘epith. of, or name for, dove’. ¥
Kirk points out that moAvtenewva at /. 2.502 and 2.592 shows that Temewy can also be a
substantive, the name of the genus, or it can be the wild Rock Dove. He refers further
to Hesychius who glossed Tgpwy as light and swift.*® There is thus an uncertainty
concerning this word.

Rock Doves are gregarious, especially when roosting, feeding and flying some dis-
tance. They are commonly seen in pairs or small flocks. Where food is abundant con-
siderable numbers sometimes gather, and there are reports of hundreds and up to 6000
individuals in such flocks. The natural habitat is linked with its nesting sites on rock

47 See LS] s.v. moAvtenewy and s.v. Tengwy.
48  Kirk 1990, 139.
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faces, especially coastal ones. Rock Doves are discreet birds that are on the look-out for
predators. Their relative timidity towards man is mainly due to past treatment. At the
sight of a human or any other ground predator, a Rock Dove usually freezes in an erect
Alarm posture with its neck extended and feathers sleeked. It can even start to shake
its feathers on these occasions.” It is possible that the timidity and observant natures
of Rock Doves may have inspired the word Tp7gwy. Since néAeia elsewhere in the lliad
signifies a Rock Dove and since this species gather in large flocks I would like to sug-

gest that Rock Doves are used also in this scene.”

Interactions and functions in the scene
As argued this bird scene is unusual in the //iad since it seems that the doves refer to
the physical location of Thisbe and nothing more. The main function of the doves is
to add an informative detail and a characteristic about the geographical location of
Thisbe. Elisabeth Minchin suggests that the Catalogues as a genre supported the bard’s
memory as a “cognitive map”.”! The different descriptive and informative details that
occur in relation to different physical locations in the Catalogue of Ships may thus have
helped the poet to remember and structure different spatial localities. In a wider sense,
I would like to suggest that the informative detail of Thisbe as the haunt of doves (2.502)
may have aided the collective oral spatial memory.

Since doves are associated with gods in other scenes of the //iad>* and since doves in
the Odyssey are explicitly said to bring ambrosia to Zeus as food™ it is possible that the
doves in the scene also have divine connotations. I have found no indication however

for such an association in the scene context.

49  Cramp 1985, 285—286, 288, 290.

so  For doves in Homer and other ancient sources see Pollard 1977, 89—90. According to Pollard nzpiorepd and méleia were names for
pigeons in general whereas méAeia was applied to the Rock Dove and Stock Dove. Pollard 1977, 56. According to Thompson 7éAeia in
Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225-231, esp. 226—227, see also 238—247. Also see Keller 1913, 122-131.

51 Minchin 2001, 84-87. Minchin further refers to Rubin who discusses our memory for spatial imagery. According to Rubin “oral
traditions seems to be remarkable spatial.” Rubin 1995, 59.

52 See SCENES 7 and 20.

53 See Od. 12.62-64. According to Pollard doves were also said to have fed the infant Zeus in the Cretan cave. Pollard 1977, 57, see also 148,
182. For doves that bring ambrosia and nectar to the gods see also Keller 1913, 124.
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Scene 4 — 1I. 2.581-590

581 O1' 0 eiyov noirqy Aaxedainova xytweooay,

582 Daply Te Snapryy Te moAvToewvd Te Méaayy,
583 Bouoeias T’ évéuovto xal Alyeias égateivag,

584 of T’ ap’ Aulndas eiyoy “Elog " Epaloy mroAieSgoy,
585 of Te Aday eiyov 70° Oitvdoy aupevéuovto,

586 Ty of adedpeos foxe Boqy ayados Mevélaos,

587 é€nnovta ve@y- amaTepde 0¢ SwonoaovTo.

588 &y 07 adtog nicy Hot mooSvuinat memordws,

589 oTeUvwy ToAepoy 05 watioTa O ieTo Supd

590 tigacdar EAévys opunuata Te oTovayds Te.

Background

And they who held the hollow land of Lacedaemon

with its many ravines, and Pharis and Sparta and Messe,
the haunt of doves, and who dwelt in Bryseiae and lovely
Augeiae, and who held Amyclae and Helos, a citadel by the
sea, and who held Laas, and dwelt about Oetylus — these
were led by Agamemnon’s brother, Menelaus, good at the
war cry, with sixty ships; and they were marshaled apart.
And he himself moved among them, confident in his zeal,
urging his men to battle; and above all others was his heart
eager to get requital for his strivings and groanings over Helen.

(1. 2.581-590)

The passage above is another part of the Catalogue of Ships where the poet, with the

help from the Muses, lists and describes the Greek contingents.

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 4 - /I. 2.581-590

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

noAvTenowy (2.582)

LSJ s.v. ‘abounding in doves, Il.2.502, 5827
Cunliffe s.v. ‘Haunted by pigeons’

Large numbers of doves.

Unspecific

Messe in Lacedaemon.

High

Doves, presumably the Rock Dove, Columbia livia.

Form Other
Interactions
Birds and birds Large numbers of doves at Messe.

Birds and other animals
Birds and humans

Birds and gods

The Lacedaemoneans lived at Messe.

Functions

* Add an informative detail, something characteristic about
Messe, i.e., that there was a large number of doves.

* The informative detail may have aided a more collective, oral
spatial memory.
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Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
The scene enumerates the places in the land of Lacedaemon where Messe is a place that
is known for its doves, i.e., Messe, the haunt of doves (2.502).* Since the doves are not
physically present in the activities in the //iad 1 have classified them as being in “other”
form. As in SCENE 3 it is the great numbers of doves that is the important aspect in the
description.”

The information about the doves in the scene is sparse, but since méAzia elsewhere
in the /liad signifies a Rock Dove and since Rock Doves often gather in large flocks, I
suggest that Rock Doves are used here also.’® Their timidity and observant natures, as

I have suggested,”” may have inspired the word Tonowy.

Interactions and functions in the scene

This bird scene is unusual in the same way as SCENE 3 since the doves seem to refer to
the physical location of Messe and nothing more. The function of the doves is to add
an informative detail and a characteristic about the geographical location of Messe, i.e.,
to tell that there were large numbers of doves. As described earlier Elisabeth Minchin
suggests that the Catalogues as a genre supported the bard’s memory as a “cognitive
map”’® In a wider sense, I would like to suggest, that the informative detail of Messe as

the haunt of doves (2.502) may have aided the collective oral spatial memory.

Scene 5 — 11. 3.1—9

1 Alrap émel xooundey au’ fyeuoveaary Exaorol, Now when they were marshaled, the several companies
2 Todec wev xhayyii v évor§ ' lvay doviSec d¢ with their leaders, the Trojans came on with clamor and a
3 7ite meo xhayyn yepdvwy Téder oboaveX mod, cry, like birds, like the clamor of cranes that arises before
4 af T inel 0By yewdva eiyoy xai aYéaarov GuBeov,  the face of heaven when they flee from wintry storms and
5 xhayyq Tal ye métovtal ém’ dneavoio fodwy, boundless rain, and with clamor fly toward the streams of
6 avdpdat Ivyuaioirt eovoy nal xijoa eégovoal, Ocean, bringing slaughter and death to Pygmy men, and in
7 Déorar &’ Gpa Tal ye xaxqy Epida moopégovTal. the early dawn they offer evil strife. But the Achaeans
8 0i' 0" &g’ lray q1yf uévea mvelovres Agaiol, came on in silence, breathing fury, eager at heart to come
9 &y Suu® uepadtes aleEéucy arlproia. and assist each other.

(1. 3.1-9)

s4  For moAvtenewy see SCENE 3.

ss  Kirk translates Messe ‘of many pigeons’ He further comments that Messe “is usually identified with Pausanias’ Messa (3.25.9f.) on the
west coast of the Tainaron peninsula, and that with the site of the Frankish Castle of Maina on the Tigani promontory, where there are
some possibly Mycenaean remains — and some pigeons nearby (HSL 77), as on many Greek cliffs.” Kirk 1985, 213.

56 Also see Cramp 1985, 285286, 288, 290. See also SCENE 3. For doves in Homer and other ancient sources see Pollard 1977, 89—90.
According to Pollard 7epiorepd and méleia were names for pigeons in general whereas méAeia was applied to the Rock Dove and
Stock Dove. Pollard 1977, 56. According to Thompson 7éAera in Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225-231, esp.
226-227, see also 238—247. Also see Keller 1913, 122-131.

s7  See SCENE 3.

58  Minchin 2001, 84-87.

70



THE BIRD SCENES

Background

Before the scene starts the poet has given a long description of who the leaders of the
Achaeans were and where they came from. The goddess Iris then came to the Trojans
in the likeness of Polites, one of King Priam’s sons, with a grievous message. As him she
spoke to Priam and told him about the quality and size of the Achaean troops. Since
the Trojan allies spoke with different tongues she advised Hector to let each leader of
a tribe marshal each tribe. Hector recognized the voice of the goddess and broke up
the assembly. The Trojans rushed to arms and the foot soldiers and charioteers were
gathered outside the gates. Short after the Trojans and their allies gathered again and
separated their companies® in front of the city on a steep mound far out in the plain, with
a clear space around it on all sides; this men call Batieia, but the immortals call it the grave
mound of Myrine, light of step (Il. 3.811-815). Then the poet continued to describe the

Trojan troops and leaders and where their allies came from.

Analysis
Aspects Scene 5-11.3.1-9
Ornithology
Greek bird reference véeavos (3.3)
Lexica LS] sv. ‘crane, Grus cinerea, 11. 3.37*

Cunliffe s.v. ‘A crane’

Flock behaviour: clamoring cranes that rise high up in the air
when they are about to start their winter migration towards the
streams of Ocean where they will perform some kind of collective
act that will injure and kill the pygmy men.

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context The behaviours and sounds of the birds indicate that they are in
the middle of their winter migration which suggests autumn or
early winter. The scene refers to wintry storms. The part concern-

ing the pygmy men refers to the future.

The location for the take off is unspecified but the destination is
given as the streams of Ocean* where the pygmies were located.
The cranes rise high in the air and fly to the streams of Ocean.

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status véoavog: Crane, Grus grus

Form Metaphorical

Interactions Flock behavour: clamouring cranes that rose high up in the air
Birds and birds when they were about to start their winter migration towards the

streams of Ocean where they would perform some kind of collec-

tive act that would do the pygmy men harm

59 1. 2.485-810.
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Scene 5-11. 3.1-9

Interactions
Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

Describe the Trojan troops and their allies in a crane-like, paral-
lel way when they advanced together towards the Achaeans. The
“crane metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual with

the warriors at this moment.

The cranes are antagonists of the pygmy men that they intended to
fight.

Functions

Crane-specific metaphorical parallels that describe the Trojan
troops when they advanced towards the Achaeans.

Bring information about the Trojan troops and their advance at
this moment in time and space.

Mark that these warriors were organised and advanced against
the Achaeans in one big group.

Indicate that they were rather confused and un-organised.
Indicate that Hector did not follow Iris advice to organise his
troops in different units.

Mark that their intentions and emotions were diversified and
that they felt horror and aggression.

Emphasise that they made war cries as they marched on.

Signs being part of an omen that reveal information about the
Trojans and the coming war activities between the Trojans and
the Achaeans.

Indicate that the Trojans advanced towards their enemies from
an elevated position that was higher than the spatial position of
their enemies.

Predict that fighting would soon take place between the Trojans
and the Achaeans on the plain nearby the Scamander River and
the Simoeis River.

Indicate that they viewed the Achaean warriors as small in stat-
ure and that they were intended to give them a fight.

Indicate the status of the warriors.

Give their activities, voices and states a kind of wild, avian
character.

Signal that it there was something unusual and more-than-
human about the Trojan warriors at this moment which may be
a result of double motivation.

1 Grus cinerea is an older Latin name for the Crane, Grus grus.
2 Kirk suggests that this location indicates the ends of the earth rather than specifically to the south. Kirk 1985, 264.
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Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
The yégavos appear in metaphorical forms. The ornithological descriptions refer to the
winter migration of the cranes, see line 3.3—4 that indicates a movement direction from
east to west or south west.®” The focus is further on the calls of the cranes: like the
clamor of cranes that arises before the face of heaven when they flee from wintry storms and
boundless rain, and with clamor fly towards the streams of Ocean (3.3—s5). The description
is accurate in an ornithological sense since it focuses on the moment cranes rise up
very high in the air, and when they are up there are trumpeting loudly to each other
as they get collected to leave for their winter quarters. This moment is a time of some
confusion, since the flock has not yet gotten fully organised in flock formation. The
clanging trumpeting notes at take-off are especially characteristic of the Crane which is
a detail that suggests this species. Pollard emphasises that the Cranes during migration
appoint flight commanders, who are familiar with the route and who would naturally
be among the older birds, whose duties include bringing up the rear. When they find
a favourable wind blowing from behind, they form an acute-angled triangle in their
flight so that when they take to the air they may cleave it and most easily complete
their journey.®" In addition to the V-shaped formations, Cranes also form oblique lines
during migration. They are experts in soaring flight and they fly remarkably high when
departing for their winter quarters, which is a detail that corresponds with the spatial
position of the cranes in the scene. Cranes winters in north and north-east Africa.®
Scholars have argued that the war between the cranes and pygmies in the //iad refers
to a folk-tale. This does not exclude that the tale and the scene, at least in parts, had a
realistic background.® It is known today that large number of Cranes occasion great
damage to winter cereals and crops when they winter in east Africa. If such extensive
feeding results in big losses in harvest today, similar situations probably occurred in
ancient times. During dry periods feeding cranes may have caused famine and even

resulting death for indigenous people if not repelled, and the description of the war

60 Seealso Willcock who suggests south. Willcock 1978, 215.

61 Pollard 1977, 83.

62 For the distribution, migration and calls of the Crane see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 618—626. Also see Svensson & Grant 2006, 118.

63 Kirk refers to the folk-tale of the war of the cranes and Pygmies which was a popular theme later as well, first on the Attic black-figure
Francois vase painted by Kleitias from about 570 BC. It is possible that the idea of the war between pygmies and cranes derived from
alost Egyptian folk-tale. Herodotus had heard of little men in the heart of Africa, see Hdt. 3.32.6. Kirk suggests that the idea of the
pygmies may have been based on facts and refers to Aristotele who also thought this in his Hist. An. 8.597a6. Kirk 1985, 265. Also see
Pollard 1977, 181. Willcock refers to a folk story that reflected some knowledge of a diminutive African tribe. He suggests that the idea
in the scene arose from the sight of cranes flying south, uttering loud sounds. Willcock 1978, 216. Jones points out that there were
pygmies living in the White Nile region and that Greeks knew that cranes migrated south. Jones 2003, 86. Also see Arnott 2007, 53—54;
Thompson 1936, 72—73; Keller 1913, 188-190. To mention is also that the motif of the pygmies fighting the cranes are depicted on the
Frangois vase (c 575 BC with 19 pygmies mounted on goats fighting 14 Cranes), and on a fragment from a Corinthian portable clay altar
(c 530—520 BC). See also Arnott 2007, 53—54-.

73



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

between the cranes and pygmies might refer to such struggle. Probably the “pygmies”
were a people short in stature who protected their crops and themselves against the
large cranes.®* The fact mentioned in /. 3.7, that the cranes would arrive at early dawn
and fight the pygmies suit the habits of Cranes since they move to their feeding areas
at this time of day.®

Interactions and functions in the scene
The metaphorical cranes interact with each other and with the human characters. Since
the cranes are described together in one group we can suspect that the Trojans were
organized in a similar way: i.e., that they advanced against the Achaeans in one large
group. Further, the descriptions of the cranes gives information about the warriors’
emotions and intentions at this important moment: i.e., the cranes wanted to flee from
cold and hard times, and their future actions refer to aggression and war with pygmy
men. The diversified emotions of the cranes thus indicate that the Trojans were con-
fused in their emotions and that they felt both horror and aggression.® The cranes thus
reveal their deepest human emotions at the tense moment of their military advance.
The clamor and cries from the cranes further emphasise that the Trojans made loud war
cries at the moment of their advance as opposed to the silent Achaeans, see /. 3.8—9.
There are also some other possible parallels between the cranes and the Trojans that I
would like to suggest. Based on the ornithological facts on how cranes rise very high
up in the air and that they gather in a rather unorganized way there before they leave
for their winter quarters, I suggest that the cranes mark that the Trojan troops, at least
initially advanced, against the Achaeans in one rather confused and unorganized unit.*®
Hector had further got the advice from Iris to let each leader of a tribe marshal his
tribe.®” The united flock of cranes seems to indicate that Hector failed to organize them
in this way, which might also say something about his skills in military organisation.”
Except from the functions above I would like to suggest that the cranes are also

64  Thelength of the Crane is estimated to 96-119 cm with a wingspan of 180222 cm. Svensson & Grant 2006, 118.

65 According to Arnott 7égavos is universally the Crane, Grus grus. Arnott 2007, 52—54. Also Boraston suggests Crane. Boraston 1911,
249, and Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 308. According to Pollard the ancient authorities did not distinguish between the Crane and the
Demoiselle Crane. Pollard 1977, 84. See also Keller 1913, 184-193 and Thompson 1936, 68—7s.

66 See also Kirk who suggests that the birds’ horror of winter is implied in the scene. Kirk 1985, 265.

67  Many scholars have pointed out that the clamour of the Trojans appears in contrast to the silence and discipline of the Achaean troops
on lines 8-9. See Willcock 1976, 39; Willcock 1978, 216; Kirk 1985, 265, and Jones 2003, 86.

68  As opposed to the Achaean troops who metaphorically were signified as flocks of geese, cranes, and swans in SCENE 2.

69  See the “Background” of the scene and 7/ 2.786-810.

70  Compare also with /. 12.60-87 that describes Polydamas who advised Hector in war tactics and how Hector at that time followed his
advice and let the Trojan troops be grouped in five companies after their leaders. According to Kirk the simile on lines 3.3—5 is closely
related to 71 2.459-26s, i.e., sCENE 2. He identified the common elements as the cranes, their noise, and more loosely their landing or
taking off and their association with rivers. Kirk 1985, 264. Jones further emphasises the chaotic noise of the Trojans who have yet to
enter battle. Jones 2003, 86. According to Willcock the scene expresses “a moralizing contrast between the disorganized Trojans and the
well-disciplined Greeks.” Willcock 1976, 39. See also West 2011, 127.
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operating as signals. What I find apparent is that the Trojan warriors temporarily are
described in an unusual way as rising, emotive and clamouring wild cranes. With the
avian layer in the description they do not appear as humans entirely but halfway as
birds. When acting in such bird-like strong way it seems that they exceeded their hu-
man capacities for a moment of time and space which, as I suggest, can be understood
as a result of “double motivating””" I find it likely that a god, one or many, intervene in
the warrior’s activities at this important moment when they for the first time advance
against the Achaean warriors. I would further like to suggest that “double motivation”
can explain why the emotions of the Trojans were so diversified at this moment.
There is something more to say also about the Cranes’ relation to the pygmies. It is
told that the cranes were bringing slaughter and death ro Pygmy men, and in the early
dawn they offer evil strife (3.5—7). This passage clearly refers to the future. Who among
the humans except the Trojans were intended to fight? The Achaeans, who made them-
selves ready to clash with the Trojans in battle. There is thus a possible correspondence
in the scene between the Achaean warriors and the pygmy men. In such a view the
cranes operate as signs being part of an omen that reveals information about the clash-
ing between the Trojans and the Achaeans that will soon take place. I would also like
to suggest that the streams of Ocean,’” which is the destination for the Cranes and the
place for the combat with the pygmies, function as a spatial parallel that is associated
with the two rivers at Troy, the Scamander River and the Simoeis River, and that the
Trojans and Achaeans will soon physically clash in the nearby surroundings of these
rivers. This is also what happens. Most of the general fighting in the //iad takes place
between these two rivers.”? Interestingly Walter Leaf suggested that there are strong
reasons for supposing that there was only one river named in the original legend.”
If one looks at the pygmies as possible parallels to the Achaeans and if one views the
Trojans as parallels to the Cranes that will arrive from above, this implies that also
the Trojans would attack their enemies from above. Where can such place be situated
and how can the Trojans look on the stately Achaeans as pygmies? Only if the Trojan
warriors observed the Achaean warriors from a distance and/or from high above would
they look small, and this would make a visual illusion. The /iad tells that the Trojan
troops collected on a steep mound called Batieia, see 7/. 2.811-815 and “The background
of the scene”. The illusion of the mighty Achaeans as small in size is however contra-

dicted by King Priam, who thought that the Achaeans were tall and powerful when he

71 See also my interpretation of SCENE 2. For the concept of “double motivation” see chapter 1.
72 See also note *2, page 72.

73 Kirk 1990, 138. For example see //. 6.1-4. See also SCENE 7, I1. 5.773—774.

74  Leaf 1900, 246.
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observed them from Ais look-out point at the citadel of Troy. The Achaeans that Priam
observed were three of their top warriors.””

Scene 6 — 1l. 4.234—239

234 “Apyeior un nw T pediete Sodgidog aMnis: “Argives, do not relax your furious
235 00 yag émi Yevdéoor matie Zels éooet’ apwyss: valor; for father Zeus will be no helper of lies; but they who
236 AN of meg medrzgor még Ggia dyloavo, were the first to work violence in defiance of their oaths,

237 TQV ot alT@y Tépeva ypoa yimes Edovrau,

238 queic att’ aloyous Te pilag xal vima Ténva
” ., , , . ”

239 dbouev év vieaaw, émqy mroMiedgoy Edwuev.

their tender flesh vultures will surely devour, and more-
over we shall carry away in our ships their dear wives and
little ones, when we have taken their citadel.”

(L. 4.234-239)
Background

Before the Trojan and Achaean troops clashed, single combat between Paris and King
Menalaus was arranged and an oath was taken where all the other Trojans and Ach-
aeans promised to put aside their armour. The winner of the single combat would win
Helen and all her possesions, and the others would swear friendship and oaths. King
Priam was called for, King Agamemnon prayed to Zeus, and two lambs were sacrified.
Menelaus would have killed Paris in the combat and dragged him away by the strap of
his helmet if Aphrodite had not intervened. She broke the strap so that Menelaus ended
up with the helmet in his hands. Before Menelaus’ next attack Aphrodite snatched
Paris up, shrouded him in a thick mist and took him back to his chamber. Since no
one could find Paris anywhere, Agamemnon announced that Menelaus was the win-
ner of the combat.”® Meanwhile the gods assembled and looked out on the city of the
Trojans. Zeus asked the gods what their pleasure was: war or friendship between the
armies. Hera and Athena were angered by Zeus since they planned misfortune for the
Trojans. After some talking Zeus agreed that Hera could order Athena to arrange it
so that the Trojans would be the first to violate the oath. At Troy Athena persuaded
the son of Lycaon to shoot an arrow at Menelaus. The arrow just wounded him a little
since Athena protected him. Agamemnon shuddered as he saw the blood flowing from
the wound and realised that the Trojans had been the first to break the oath. When
Menelaus” wound had been taken care of by Machaon, the healer, the Achaeans put
on their battle gear again. Agamemnon was again eager for battle and spoke to the

Achaean warriors.””

75 For King Priam’s view of King Agamemnon, see /. 3.166-179, of Odysseus 3.191-202, and of Aias 3.225—223.
76 1. 3.10-3.461.
77 1l.3.462—4.233.
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Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 6 — /. 4.234-239

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

0y (4.237)

LS]J s.v. ‘vulture, prob. including several species’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘a vulture (except in As78 always preying on carrion.
Cf. alyvmicg)

Collective behaviours. Will devour the tender flesh of Trojan war-
riors. Scavengers.

Future.

Unspecified, but is associated with the Scamander Plain where

the Trojan War takes place.

High

Carrion-eating vultures: Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, Black
Vulture, Aegypins monachus and Egyptian Vulture, Neophron

percnopterus.
Form Image
Interactions
Birds and birds Collective vulture behaviours: vultures that together will devour

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

the flesh of humans.

Will devour the tender flesh of Trojan warriors. Agamemnon used
the birds in a “vulture image” when he prophesied about coming

events.

Birds and gods Zeus is mentioned in the scene context, but not in direct reference
to the vultures, see line 4.235.

Functions * Vulture image that describes and predicts the future.

* Agamemnon used the “vulture image” in a speech as a way to
motivate his troops to fight.

* Predicts that the Trojan warriors will soon be food for vultures.

* Implies wild aggression and violent treatment of fallen warriors’
corpses.

* Implies that the warriors’ corpses will not be taken care of and
buried according to the proper traditions.

* Implies horrifying and tragic consequences of human war.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The description of the vultures is restricted to one sequence when King Agamemnon

says their tender flesh vultures will surely devour (4.237). Agamemnon here refers to and
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uses the birds in a vulture image. From an ornithological point of view the sequence is
apt since most vultures are carrion-eaters, and it is likely that most species of vultures
feed on human corpses. Individual vultures fly with other ones to locate food and con-
gregate collectively around carcasses.

According to Pollard, Thompson, and Boraston 70y is a generic word for vultures.
They suggested that three species of vultures were used in Homer, Griffon Vulture,
Gyps fulvus, Black Vulture, Gyps monachus, and the smaller Egyptian Vulture, Neoph-
ron percnopterus.”®

The Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, is perhaps the most characteristic carrion eater of
all. It is dominant over Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus, but subordinate to
the Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus. Different species of vultures are specialised in
that they take different parts of the carrion: the Griffon Vulture feeds mainly on soft
tissues such as muscle and viscera of medium to large mammals. With its sharp-edged
beak it quickly cuts through the soft meat, and a series of sharp spines on the tongue al-
lows it to swallow slippery meat and viscera. In comparison to the Griffon Vulture, the
Black Vulture has a stronger bill which it uses to tear through skin, and it is specialised
in taking tougher muscle tissues, tendons, and skins from carrion. The Egyptian Vul-
ture feeds on much that is not part of the major diet of larger vultures: it eats not only
carrion but also much organic rubbish and when feeding with other vultures it picks
up mainly scraps and pecks at bones. Since it is likely that all species would feed on the
flesh of human corpses I suggest that they can all apply to the vultures in the scene.””

Interactions and functions in the scene

Agamemnon used the birds in a “vulture image” when he prophesied about coming
events. He predicted that vultures would soon devour the corpses of Trojan warriors,
and he used the image as a way to motivate his troops to fight.*® The implication of
such behaviour is the mutilation of human bodies made by wild and aggresssive vul-
tures. It is in many aspects a threatening and horrifying image of the future since it
also means that the Trojans and the Trojan wives cannot take care of the bodies of

the fallen warriors and burn them in a proper way and according to the traditions.*

78  Pollard 1977, 80; Thompson 1936, 82; Boraston 1911, 216, 239. Also see Keller who added the Nubian Vulture. Keller 1913, 30-36. Arnott
says that 70 is a general name for ‘Vulture’. Arnott 2007, 60. According to Thompson J¢ was usually used in Homer to express
feeding on carrion. Thompson 1936, 82. Pollard observes that Homer and later poets emphasise vultures’ carrion habits. Pollard 1977,
80. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who suggest Griffon Vulture, Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

79  All mentioned species are distributed in Turkey. Cramp & Simmons 1977, 58—61, 64—67, 73—76, 89—91. Also see Svensson & Grant 2006,
70-75.

80  Edwards comments that corpses to be eaten by vultures and dogs are a common motif in the //iad, used for warnings, threats and taunts.
Edwards 1991, 178. Also see Griffin 1976, 169—172 and Willcock 1978, 225.

81 See for example. 7I. 7.79—80 and 15.349—351. For the theme of the mutilation of the corpses in the /liad, see Segal 1971.
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In this way and in a deeper sense as well, the vultures emphasise both the concequenses
as well as the tragedy of war.

Just before Agamemnon spoke about the vultures he mentioned Zeus, i.e., that fazher
Zeus will be no helper of lies (4.235). His words indicate that there will be no divine help
in war for those who have lied, i.e., broken an oath, even if the vultures were coming
to them to feed on their bodies. Kirk comments that Agamemnon focusses on the Tro-

jans’ crime since he wants to encourage an Achaean victory.*

Scene 7 - 1l. 5.773—795

773 aM ote 00 Tooimy ov moTauw Te géovte, But when they had come to

774 T doag Swoers auuBiletoy 90 Srdpavdpos, the land of Troy and the two flowing rivers, where the
775 &’ Inmove Ertyoe Sea Aeunawdevoc “Hon Simois and Scamander join their streams, there the

776 Moao’ E€ oyéwy, mepl & Hépa moudly Exeve goddess, white-armed Hera, stayed her horses, and loosed
777 Toioty & auPeoriny Swiets avéteile véuecadar. them from the chariot, and shed thick mist over them; and
778 Al 0¢ Batyy Totewet medeidoy I9uaS’ ouoiar. Simois made ambrosia to spring up for them to graze on.
779 avdodaty Apyeloirty adebéuevar pepaviar: Then the goddesses went with steps like those of timor-
780 aMN bre O ¢ Tnavoy 6% TAeiTTOI MOl GgioTor ous doves, eager to assist the Argive warriors. And when
781 érracay duel Bigy Awundeog immodiuoto they had come to where the most and best stood close

782 eidduevor Aelovaty éoundres duopdyoiaty gathered about mighty Diomedes, tamer of horses, like
783 7 quai xdmpoiary, Ty Te odévos olx damadviy, ravening lions or wild boars, whose strength is not feeble,
784 &da oric’ fioe Sea AevndAevos “Hpn, there the goddess, white-armed Hera, stood and shouted
785 Stévropr eivauévy ueyalqrogr yatrcopwve, in the likeness of great-hearted Stentor of the brazen

786 65 Toooy aldfoacy’ brov EAot mevTiinovTa: voice, whose voice is as great as that of fifty other men:
787 “aidwe Apyeior xax’ ENéyyea eldoc drymrol- “Shame! Argives, base objects of reproach, fair in appear-
788 Gpoa ey & modewoy mwMéoreto diog AgiAhels, ance only! So long as noble Achilles fared into battle, never
780 000¢ mote Tpdec moo muAdwy Aagdavidwy did the Trojans come out even in front of the Dardanian
790 olyveaioy* xeivou yag :idioay oBoiwov Eyyos gates; for they feared his mighty spear; but now far from
791 viv 0¢ éxag moAiog xoidys émi vquat wayovtal.” the city they are fighting at the hollow ships.”

702 Qg eimolis’ brouve uévos xai Juuoy éndorou. So saying she roused the force and spirit of every man.
703 Tudeidy O éndgouae ed Yhavwime Admvy: And to the side of Tydeus’ son rushed the goddess, flash-
704 be 02 Tov e bvanta mao’ Frmoiay xal Syzrow ing-eyed Athene. She found that king beside his horses
705 Enog dvadiyovra 6 wiy Bade Hdvdagos i6. and chariot, cooling the wound that Pandarus had dealt

him with his arrow.
UL 5:773-795)

Background

Earlier King Agamemnon ordered the Achaean leaders to rouse the troops to return
to war. The warriors were also motivated by the gods:¥ 7he Trojans were urged on by
Ares, and the Achaeans by flashing-eyed Athene, and Terror and Rout, and Strife who rages
incessantly (Il. 4.439—440). The human warriors then clashed and many of them were
killed. In a moment of heavy combat the foremost fighters among the Trojans and
Hector gave ground while the Achaeans shouted loudly and dragged off bodies of dead

82 Kirk 198s, 356.
83 Il 4.240-338.
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warriors. At that, Apollo roused the Trojans to return to war while Athena continued
to urge on the Achaeans. She led Ares away from the battle, which resulted in the Tro-
jans fleeing or being killed by the Achaeans many of them died. Diomedes prayed to
Athena and at that she came to him, spoke and put the force of his father in his breast.
Very soon a strength three times as great took hold of him and he became lion-like for
a while.?* Athena also told Diomedes to wound Aphrodite if she turned up in battle.
Diomedes’ next victim was Pandarus, who earlier had wounded him with an arrow.
Diomedes now killed Pandarus with the help of Athena, and soon after he wounded
Aeneas with a stone.

At that Aphrodite carried Aeneas, her son, away from the battlefield. Diomedes fol-
lowed her and wounded her. As she was wounded Aphrodite had to leave Aeneas, but
Apollo saved him in a dark cloud. Aphrodite then borrowed Ares’ horses and went to
Olympus. When Apollo saw that Athena had gone away he commended Ares to rouse
the spirits of the Trojans, and Apollo himself put strength in the breast of Aeneas. The
slaughter continued and the Achaeans became aware that Ares was among the Trojans.
When Hera noticed that the Trojans were slaying the Achaeans, she and Athena left
Olympus and went to Troy to take part in the war, since they, as they said, could not
allow Ares to rage like that. On that occasion they came to Troy with Zeus™ permis-

sion.®

Analysis

Aspects Scene 7 - II. 5.773-795

Ornithology

Greek bird reference médeia (5.778)

LS]J s.v. ‘dove or pigeon, esp. wild rock-pigeon, Columba livia’
Cunliffe s.v. a wild dove or pigeon’

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics | The steps of timorous doves.

Time context Unspecific

Spatial context Unspecific, but associates to the ground.
Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status Rock Dove, Columbia livia

Form Methaphorical

Interactions

Birds and birds The steps of timorous doves.

84  1l. 4.441-5.143. For Diomedes lion-like state see also 7/. 5.159—165 and Z/. 5.253.
8s Il 5.129-5.772.
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Aspects Scene 7 - 1I. 5.773-795

Interactions
Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods Describe the steps of Hera and Athena in a dove-like parallel way

when they left Hera’s horses and on earth walked away towards the
Achaean warriors.

Functions * Dove-specific metaphorical parallels that describe Hera and

Athena when they walked away from the place where they had
left Hera’s horses (a place where the Simois and Scamander
Rivers met) and stepped towards the Achaean warriors.

* Bring information about Hera and Athena and their steps at this
moment in time and space.

* Mark that they disappeared and stepped in a quick, silent and
very discreet way.

* Emphasise their wild and avian characters especially concering
their discretion and way of walking.

* Indicate that they crouched as they walked towards the
Achaean warriors and that their walk became a loping half-run.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

Since the scene describes that Athena and Hera went with steps like those of timorous

doves, eager to assist the Argive warriors (5778-779)% I suggest that the doves appear

in metaphorical forms. Scholars have given different interpretations to these lines. Ac-

cording to Pollard Homer “likens Hera and Athena strutting along to ‘shy doves™.®” In

his chapter of “Gods in bird form” Pollard however says that there is always a hint of an

epiphany and that this may even be true concerning Hera and Athena in the scene.®

I agree with Pollard in this especially if comparing with SCENE 8, //. 7.54—66 and SCENE

17, 11. 14.283—293 where discretion also seems to be of great importance.” One can ex-

86

87
88

89

See LS] s.v. Trpwy ‘timorous, shy, in Hom. always epith. of doves’. Also cf. LS] supplement s.v. Tprgwy ‘epith. of, or name for, dove’.
Kirk points out that moAvtefewva at II. 2.502 and 592 shows that Tgsgwy can also be a substantive, the name of the genus as LS]J also
suggests, or it can be the wild rock-pigeon and 7éAea the tamer dove. He further refers to Hesychius who glossed ro7gwy as light and
swift. Kirk 1990, 139.

Pollard 1977, 56—57.

Pollard 1977, 157. Thompson suggests that “the allusion is probably neither to swiftness nor to dainty tread, but to the ancient and
widespread prefigurement of the deity as a dove.”, Thompson 1936, 228. According to Leaf , “There is perhaps a touch of the humour
which was so often associated with the gods of Homer in the vivid comparison of the short and quick yet would-be stately steps of the
two goddesses to the strutting of a pigeon, so unlike a hero paxga BiBas.” Leaf 1900, 247. Willcock thought that there was a comedy
here in the description of the delicate little steps taken by the goddesses. Willcock 1976, 63. Also see Jones for a similar interpretation.
Jones 2002, 117. Kirk suggests that the goddesses in all events “seem to be imagined as strutting or waddling — hardly a dignified
motion, but gently humorous rather than downright comical.” Kirk 1990, 139. He adds that the swiftness of birds is often attributed to
the gods, see 7/. 13.62—65 and 15.237, but believes that ungainly disguises can also be assumed as in /7. 7.59. Kirk 1990, 139.

See also Kirk’s discussion 1990, 139.

81



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

pect that they did not want to be recognised by Ares and Apollo or any human when
they visited earth. I would also like to emphasise that speed was of importance for Hera
and Athena, which is indicated in the passage: they were eager to assist (5.778), and by
the fact that they hurried away from Olympus as soon as they were allowed by Zeus to
go to Troy.”

Rock Doves are commonly seen in pairs or small flocks and are mainly in pairs
during the summer. Some pairs remain together more or less throughout the year. The
natural habitat is linked with their nesting site on rock faces, especially coastal. They
mostly frequents narrow belts of often marginally cultivated land behind cliff tops,
where weeds abound and grain can be picked up, and with access also to drinking wa-
ter. Apart from the quick flight and timidity that is part of their observant natures an
important feature with Rock Doves is their characteristic gait, which is freer than its
congeners, with a walk that often becomes a loping half-run.?’. To sum up, the ornitho-

logical accuracy is high and I suggest Rock Doves for the birds in the scene.’?

Interactions and functions in the scene

There are interactions in both the avian and divine spheres and between the two. It
seems that there is something in Hera’s and Athena’s way of walking that is important
in the scene. If we consider again what seems important for the two goddesses, quiet-
ness, discretion and speed, the Rock Dove’s looping half-run may have given inspira-
tion to the poet’s description of the character of Hera’s and Athena’s specific steps in
this situation.

In such a view they moved in a Rock Dove-like, loping half-run towards the Achaean
warriors. That means that they probably crouched as they walked and that they took
quick and discreet steps since they wanted to assist the Achaeans quickly but without
being noticed. To be sure they perhaps also cast a mist over themselves like they cast
a mist over their horses some moments ago. But about that we know nothing, and we
have to accept that there remains a certain ambiguity concerning the goddesses’ forms,
too. At least we can say that the doves emphasis Hera’s and Athena’s wild and avian

characters when they discreetly moved on earth.

90  Seell. 5.764—777.

91 Cramp 1985, 285-290, 297.
Cramp, 1985, 292.

92 Boraston suggests that méAeia is a Rock Dove, Boraston 1911, 216; 227. Pollard also suggests Rock Dove. Pollard 1977, 56—57. According
to Thompson méAeia in Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225231, esp. 227. For doves in ancient sources see also
Arnott 2007, 170-171; Keller 1913, 122131, esp. 127. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest Rock Dove. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307.
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Scene 8 - I1. 7.54—66

54°0¢ Eoay’, “Extwo O alre yion uéya uvSoy droloas, So he spoke, and Hector rejoiced greatly when he

55 nai ¢’ & péoaov iwy Tewwy dvécoye pdlayyag, heard his words; and he went into the midst of the Trojans
56 uéaaov dovgos EXwy: of &’ dptvdnaay dmavre. and kept back their battilions with his spear grasped by the
57 #ad & Ayapiuvewy elrey Einmuidas Agaiols. middle; and they all sat down, and Agamemnon made the
58 nad & ap’ Admyain Te xal doyvpdrobos Amidwy well-greaved Achaeans sit. And Athene and Apollo of the
50 EGaSmy Goviary doindres alyvmoio silver bow in the likeness of vultures sat on the lofty oak of
60 onY( 20’ WM maTeos Atog aiyidyoro, Jfather Zeus who bears the aegis, rejoicing in the warriors;
61 avdodat Tepmiuevor @y 0¢ TTixe¢ eiato munval, and the ranks of these sat close, bristling with shields and
62 aomior xal xogtSeaor xal Eyyeat meponviat. helmets and spears. Just as there is spread over the face of
63 o 0 Zewipoto éyebaro movroy Em @oif the deep the ripple of the West Wind when it is newly
64 dovupévoro véoy, uehdver 0é e movrog im’ alri, risen, and the deep grows black beneath it, so sat the ranks
65 Toiwt dpa oTiyes eiat’ Agaidy Te Towwy Te of the Achaeans and Trojans in the plain.
66 év medie-

(Il. 7.54—66)
Background

After Hera had roused the fighting force and spirits of the Achaeans in SCENE 7 she per-
suaded Diomedes to strike Ares in close combat. Later he wounded Ares with his spear
with Athena’s help. Ares went to Mount Olympus and told Zeus that when the gods
assisted the humans they suffered because of another god’s cruel devices. At the begin-
ning of song six, the poet reveals that the war between the Trojans and Achaeans was
left on its own for a while. It seems indeed that the divine intervention is very restricted
in 7/. 6 and it is notable that no metaphorical birds or animals occur in the events in
this song. Many warriors were killed however and many Trojans would have been
driven back again by the Achaeans, vanquished by their lack of courage had not the
diviner Helenus,” who was also King Priam’s son and a warrior, come to Aeneas and
Hector and encouraged and adviced them in war tactics. Hector listened to Helenus
and followed his advice. When Diomedes and Glaucus almost clashed in single combat
Diomedes asked Glaucus about his lineage. Their talking resulted in a handshake and
an exchange of armour. Because Zeus took away Glaucus’ senses, he gave away his far
superior armour to Diomedes.”* At the citadel of Troy Hector asked the women to pray
to Athena, but Athena denied their prayers. Hector then took farewell of his wife and
son and went back to the battlefield as did Paris. At this moment they were eager to
fight, and when Athena saw them slaying Achaeans she darted down from the peaks of
Mount Olympus to Ilios. When Apollo saw Athena from Pergamus he rushed to meet

her since he was eager for victory for the Trojans. They met by the oak tree and agreed

93 1L 5.796—6.76. See also LSJ: s.v. oiwvémidog ‘one busied with the flight and cries of birds, an augur’. See also chapter 1 on “Ancient
practice of divination from birds”.
94 1. 6.77-6.236.
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to stop the war and combat for that day having instead single combat between Hec-
tor and an Achaean warrior. Helenus understood in his heart the plan that had found
pleasure with the gods, and he persuaded Hector to challenge an Achaean (who will be
Aias, see /. 7.186-192) in single combat. All others would watch the combat.”

Analysis
Aspects Scene 8 - /1. 7.54-66
Ornithology
Greek bird reference aiyvmios (7.59)
Lexica LS] s.v. ‘vulture’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘App. a general name for eagles and vultures.’

Behaviour and characteristics | Sat on a lofty oak

Time context When Athena and Apollo sat in the oak and were rejoicing in the
p ] g
warriors and the ranks of Achaeans and Trojans who sat on the
plain.
Spatial context In Zeus’s lofty oak tree above the Achaean and Trojan warriors

who sat on the ground beneath.

Ornithological accuracy Medium

Suggested taxonomic status Vultures, possibly Lammergeier (Bearded Vulture), Gypaetus

barbatus
Form Transformation
Interactions
Birds and birds Two vultures sat on a lofty oak.
Birds and other animals -
Birds and humans -
Birds and gods Describe Athena and Apollo who had temporarily taken the physi-

cal forms of two Lammergeiers while sitting in Zeus’s oak tree.
They were waiting to watch a human single combart and were re-
joicing in the Trojan and Achaean warriors who sat beneath. Noth-
ing is said about any characters observing them either as vultures
or as gods.* Athena and Apollo were intending to watch a single
combat between Hector and an Achaean warrior.

Functions * Vulture-specific forms that bring information about Athena and
Apollo when they sat expectantly in Zeus’ oak tree, waiting to
watch human single combat.

* Their physical forms were taken by Athena and Apollo at that
moment.

* Used by Athena and Apollo as disguise.

* Indicate that Athena and Apollo did not want to be seen by
anyone.

9s 1. 6.236—754.
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Aspects Scene 8 - /. 7.54-66

Functions * Emphasise Athena’s and Apollo’s desire to sit in a tree and from
an elevated position observe fighting warriors.

* Indicate Athena’s and Apollo’s status in the hierarchies among
gods.

* Emphasise Athena’s and Apollo’s wild and avian characters
especially concerning disguise in a tree, and longtime sitting and
watching a human combat from an elevated position.

* The positions of the Lammergeiers in Zeus oak and Athena’s and
Apollo’s disguises indicate that they transgressed the borders of
their divine authorities.

* Possibly also predict that the combat between the two warriors
would be even.

1 We only know from lines 7.24—42 that the Trojan diviner Helenus understood the divine plan in his heart. Helenus then spoke to
Hector and influenced him to arrange the single combat. Also see the “Background” of the scene” above.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The information on the aryvmoi in the scene is sparse. It is said that Athena and Apollo
in the likeness of vultures sat on the lofty oak of Zeus (7.59—60).”° The easiest and most
natural path to take concerning the gods’ physical appearance is to imagine that they
had temporarily transformed themselves into two vultures. As two birds sitting in an
oak tree the risk of being recognised by Zeus” or any other god or humans was re-
duced. Furthermore, it was dangerous for humans to interact with gods and goddesses
when these appeared in their manifest forms.”

In other scenes in the //iad when afyumos occur, this kind of bird is associated with
human close combat (SCENEs 15, 20) and with an evenly matched fight between two
equally strong and skilled warriors (SCENE 20). As will be seen it seems that the aryvmor
[Athena and Apollo in sceNE 8 function in the same way.

96 Zoixote, see LS] s.v. Zoixa ‘o be like’.
LSJ s.v. onyos ‘Valonia oak. Quercus Aegilops, Thphr.Hp 3.3.1, 3.8.2, etc.: freq in IL. (not in Od.) Ards mepinadAéi ony®, Il. 5.693; ony®
20" tdmAf... Aiss 7.60.

97  See as a comparison SCENE 17, /. 14.283—293, where the god Sleep tried to escape the notice of Zeus by taking the form of another bird.

98  See . 20.129-131. The ancient critics did not leave any opinion about Athena’s and Apollo’s forms. Homerists and modern
commentators have however interpreted the scene in different ways, which perhaps is significant for the difficulty in a later period to
understand material from an older one. Dietrich views the scene as a poetic device for locating divine presence rather than epiphany
or disguise. Dietrich 1983, 53—79. Jones suggests that it is just as possible that the poet meant “in the way that vultures do”. Jones 2003,
133. Kirk remarks that the question of whether the gods were “like vultures” or whether they actually had taken vulturine form “is not
merely pedantic and has literary interest; unfortunately ancient critics left no opinion on the matter.” Kirk 1990, 239. He suggests that
the poet had some specific sense in mind for this striking and unusual image and referred to other contexts in both the Iliad and the
Odyssey where gods, especially Athena, move rapidly like birds and on occasion take their form. Kirk prefers to interpret the scene as
a temporary metamorphosis but stated that a degree of uncertainty still remains. He concludes that theriomorphism can at least be left
out since neither Athena nor Apollo was originally vultures. Kirk 1990, 240. Erbse made a similar interpretation and commented that
the two gods masked themselves as vultures. Erbse 1980, 271. According to Leaf there was no doubt that the gods were supposed by the
poet to take the forms of birds. He thought that there was no dignity in supposing the gods sat in human form in the top of a tree. Leaf
1900, 303. According to Janko Apollo and Athena turned into vultures. Janko 1992, 252. For West they were perching on a branch in
bird form. West 2011, 189.
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According to the lexica the identification of aryvmods is unclear. Thompson points out
that the etymology is unknown.”” According to Pollard ai-gypios “goat-vulture” sug-
gests “lamb-vulture”. He refers to Aelian II, 46, who defined the aivmos as “half-way
between vulture and eagle”. Pollard thought that Aelian’s description was a good de-
scription of the Lammergeier and he suggests that this species was known to Homer
as the gnvn or the aryumog. Pollard further points out that the Ancients were confused
about the bird’s habits and imagined it attacked live prey, see //. 17.460 and Od. 22302,

which he says the Lammergeier does not.'°

However, there are reports today that say
that Lammergeiers’ sometimes attack and manage to kill live prey. There are also ob-
servations of individuals that force weak, sick or wounded animals to fall down in steep
verges. On such occasions the Lammergeier repeatedly assaults the animal by beatings
his wings.'""!

I have chosen to follow scholars such as Pollard, Keller, Boraston and Voultsiadou &
Tarolas in that aryumos is a particular species in the //iad, the Lammergeier, Gypaetus
barbatus.'” Even if the Lammergeier today primarily is known as a solitary raptor fre-
quenting mountains and wildernesses, and who rarely perches in trees, there are details
that indicate that this species is the most likely bird for the scene. It is further likely that
it would sit in a tree if there was nowhere else to perch. Apart from this Lammergeiers
are very different in appearance as well as in feeding habits from the 70y, the carrion-
eating vultures.

The Lammergeier, also called the Bearded Vulture, is today a rare species. It is an
unmistakable large, long-winged and majestic raptor with a conspicuous and colour-
ful plumage. The upperparts, wings and tails contrast with orange-yellow body and
yellow or white head. The head has a striking “beard” of feathers which together with
the black eye-mask with bristles that extends forward to form the “beard” makes it re-
semble a goat.'” The sexes are similar. It is most often seen soaring and looks more like
a very large bird of prey than a vulture both when seated and in flight. When perched
the Lammergeier adopts an oblique posture with head held up. The wings and wedge-
shaped tail are longer and narrower than other large vultures and the flight silhouette

differs from more typical vultures such as Gyps in the way that it sometimes resembles

99  Thompson 1936, 25-27.

100 Pollard 1977, 79-80, 203 with references.

101 Génsbel 1995, 108. Also see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 60.

102 Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307, Pollard 1977, 79—80, Keller 1913, 27—30, Boraston 1911, 216, 229—232. According to Thompson aiyvmios
in some parts of the Iliad was a Lammergeier and he thought that the best way was to consider the term to suppose that vultures and
eagles, aletds or aiyumiss, were ill distinguished. Thompson 1936, 25—26. Also see Janko who suggests Lammergeier for the afyvmidsin
11. 13.531, Janko 1992, 112. See also Arnott 2007, 6—7.

103 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 58—59 and Jonsson, 1992 124-126. See also Berg who likens this species to a goat and finds it dragon like in
type. Berg 1965, 32.
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a large falcon. When in the air Lammergeiers fly tirelessly mile after mile over valleys
and along mountain sides on almost motionless wings. The flight gives a slow-motion
impression. As mentioned the Lammergeier is largely solitariy, especially when hunt-
ing, but pairs appear to frequent the same large home-range. Even if Lammergeiers live
in remote and unsettled regions (often in mountainous terrain commonly at altitudes
of 1000—3000 metres), they also occur in lower forested or steppe areas. In some re-
gions it have a significant relationship with man. It get food near villages, towns and
farms and visit human settlements at first light on slaughter days.!”* The Lammergeier
feeds chiefly on large bones from medium-sized livestock (sheep, goats) and meat from
freshly killed mammals, reptiles, and birds. The preference for bones makes it differ-
ent from the majority of vultures that prefer the meat and skin of carrion. However,
if the food is scarce, it will scavenge from older carcasses. This species have a unique
trait — bone-dropping. It takes bones from freshly killed mammals, grips them with its
foot, fly up with it and drops it from above so that the bone hopefully cracks expos-
ing the desired bone marrow. On occasions it steals prey caught by other birds.'” The
Lammergeier is called I'vmaerds in modern Greek which indicates its halfway position

between a vulture and an eagle.'

Interactions and functions in the scene

There are many examples in the //iad of gods who find enjoyment in watching human
combats and wars from high positions such as mountain peaks or mounds.'”” This is
however the only explicit example when gods watch a human combat in the form of
birds in bird shape.'”® In this way the two Lammergeiers, occupied in watching a hu-
man single combat, emphasise the gods’ desire for watching human warriors in combat
from a high spatial position. The two gods sitting in Zeus’s oak imitate Zeus in a way,
who in a more grandiose manner and from a higher spatial position frequently sits on
a mountain peak and watches warriors in battle. In this way the sitting Lammergeiers/
gods evoke a feeling that Zeus is watching the whole event from above.'” Apart from

this the human warriors who sit on the ground are intended to do exactly as the gods,

104 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 5§8—64. Cramp & Simmons further report that Lammergeiers are “Shy in Europe but in Asia probably
commensal with pastoral man, following his flocks and relatively tame.” Cramp & Simmons 1980, 59.

105 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 58—61, Génsbel 1995, 118, 312, Svensson & Grant 2006, 71, and del Hoyo et al. 2004, 125.

106 See also Boraston who describes the Lammergeier as a “bird that occupies a unique position between the vultures and the eagles. It is
vulturine in appearance and gait, but, unlike any true vulture, it captures living prey, though, like true vultures, it consumes carrion
also.” Boraston 1911, 231.

107  See for example 7/. 8.51-52 and 20.21-25; 136-137; I55.

108  But see SCENE 17 where the god Sleep takes the shape of a bird when he hides in a tree. At this moment Zeus and Hera are making love
beneath.

109 A little later in the actions Menelaus announced himself as the Achaean champion who will fight with Hector and he says: Against this
man will I myself arm; but from on high are the issues of victory held by the immortal gods (Il. 7.101-102). It was however not Menelaus who
finally met Hector in single combat but Aias, see /7. 7.191F.
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i.e., to sit and watch a single human combat. Most of them are however not aware of
the gods above them, and it is thrilling to imagine that Zeus is watching the whole
scenery from an even higher position without anybody’s knowing,.

It seems that Apollo and Athena decided to come to Troy suddenly to arrange the
single combat. Did they have Zeus permission? I would like to suggets that they chal-
lenged the limits of their authorities when arranging this single combat. Their actions
stopped the Trojan War that was very much Zeus concern and they even seated them-
selves in his oak! At this moment Zeus had still not yet prohibited the other gods from
assisting the Trojans and Achaeans. This is done in the next song, in /. 8.1—27, which
is an interesting coincidence when considering the scene. There is, as argued, perhaps
a hidden message telling us that Zeus saw Athena and Apollo sitting in his oak even if
they were disguised as two Lammergeiers."? In such a view the scene includes different
characters who are Zeus, Apollo and Athena/two Lammergeiers and the Trojan and
Achaean warriors, where all parts from different spatial positions perform the same
activity, that of sitting and watching a single combat.

There is another tension in the scene. As the specific vultures they are, Lammergeiers
should mainly be interested in human warriors in a specific way, i.e., that the humans
would kill each other so the birds can take something of their bones and meat. It is
ambiguous here whether the choice of Lammergeiers alludes to Athena’s and Apollo’s
desire to have Hector’s and an Achaean warrior’s lives even if it is not explicitly ex-
pressed.""’ A Lammergeier is further a powerful bird but not as powerful as the large
eagles that seem to be closely associated and reserved for Zeus. In this way the choice
of Lammergeier may also mark Apollo’s and Athena’s rank among gods.

I would finally like to add that the two Lammergeiers, being birds of the same kind,
were possibly used to predict that the close combat that would soon take place between
Hector and Aias would be equally matched. Before the battle starts Aias is actually also
praying to Zeus asking him to ...grant to both equal might and glory. (1. 7.205). The even
battle raged on all day and when night came Hector suggested that they should give
each other glorious gifts."'? So they parted and one went to the army of the Achaeans, and
the other went to the throng of the Trojans (Il. 7.306—307).

110 The Jliad describes Zeus as an all-seeing and all-hearing god, see 7/. 3.276f. Before the single combat starts the Achaeans are also praying
to Zeus and in this way verbally informing him of the coming duel between Hector and an Achaean warrior, see /. 7.200-205. This
probably made him turn his eyes towards the event and perhaps he soon after recognised Athena and Apollo sitting in his oak.

111 Foran allusion to Hera’s lust to devour King Priam and the Trojans raw, see /. 4.34-37.

112 1. 7.191-306.
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Scene 9 — 1I. 8.227—252
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Background

And he uttered a piercing shout, calling
aloud to the Danaans: “Shame, Argives, base objects of re-
proach, fair in appearance only! Where have our boast-
ings gone, when indeed we used to say that we were brav-
est, the empty boasts that you uttered when you were in
Lemnos eating abundant flesh of straight-horned cattle
and drinking bowls brim full of wine, saying that each man
would stand to face in battle one or two hundred Trojans!
But now can we match not even one, this Hector, who soon
will burn our ships with blazing fire. Father Zeus, was
there ever before now one among mighty kings whom you
blinded with blindness like this, and robbed of great glory?
Yet I can truly say that never in my benched ship did I pass
by a fair altar of your on my ill-starred way here, bur on all
I burned the far and the thighs of bulls, in my egerness to
lay waste well-walled Troy. But, Zeus, this wish at least
Sfulfill for me: ourselves at least allow ro flee and escape,
and do not allow the Achaeans to be vanquished by the
Trojans in this way.”
So he spoke, and the father had pity on him as he wept,

and nodded in assent that his army should be safe and
not perish. Immediately he sent an eagle, surest of omens
among winged birds, holding in his talons a fawn, the
young of a swift hind. Beside the beautiful altar of Zeus he
let fall the fawn where the Achaeans were used to offer
sacrifice to Zeus from whom all omens come. So they,
when they saw that it was from Zeus that the bird had
come, leapt the more eagerly on the Trojans and took
thought of battle.

(1l 8.227—252)

The next day Idaeus was sent to the Achaecan camp to tell them that the treasure

that Alexander'? brought to Troy plus some extra treasures were to be given back to

them. Idaeus also declared a wish that both the Achaeans and Trojans would cease

from fighting until they had burned the dead. King Agamemnon did not accept the

gifts but allowed the Trojans to take care of the killed warriors. At that day both

sides met on the battlefield as they tried to identify the killed warriors, and the burn-

ing of the corpses on the pyres took place. In the night the Achaeans built a wall

as defense for their ships and themselves."* At the beginning of 7/. 8 Zeus held an

assembly on Mount Olympus where he told the other gods and goddesses that he

113 Paris.
114 1l 7.63-7.482.
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would hurt physically whoever of them who would go and assist either Trojans or Ach-
aeans. Zeus then took his chariot and went to Mount Ida where he sat on the moun-
tain peak and looked down on the warriors beneath. They armed themselves and soon
clashed again in war.'® When it was midday Zeus lifted up his golden scales, and set in
them two fates of grievous death, one for the horse-taming Trojans, and one for the bronze-
clad Achaeans; then he grasped the balance by the middle and raised it, and down sank the
day of doom of the Achaeans (Il. 8.69—72).

He thundered aloud from Mount Ida and at that all the Achaeans fled except Di-
omedes and Nestor with his wounded horse. These two warriors attacked Hector and
wounded or killed his charioteer. Zeus then took notice and hurled a lightning bolt
before Diomedes’ horses. At that Diomedes and Nestor returned to the Achaean camp.
Zeus then thundered trice giving the Trojans a sign. Hector noticed and shouted aloud
that Zeus had assented victory and great glory to him. Also Hera noticed this and she
put the idea into King Agamemnon’s mind to speedily rouse the Achaeans. It is Agam-

emnon who speaks when the scene starts."

Analysis

Aspects Scene 9 - /I. 8.227-252

Ornithology

Greek bird reference aleTos (8.247)

LSJ s.v. ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...11.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of
Zeus...11.24.310’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics | Was carrying a fawn in its talons which it dropped as it flew. The
fawn landed beside the altar where the Achaeans used to offer to

Zeus.

Time context Was sent by Zeus from Mount Ida immediately after King Agam-
emnon’s communication to him.

Spatial context High up in the air above the Achaean camp and the Achaean war-
riors in the Troad.

Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status | Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysactos

Form Physical

Interactions

Birds and birds -

115 1. 7.482-8.68.
116 1. 8.69-8.226.
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Aspects Scene 9 - /I. 8.227-252
Interactions
Birds and other animals The eagle carried a fawn in its talons. There are clear differences

in strength and age between the two animals. The eagle was alive
and we can presume that the fawn was dead when it fell beside the
altar.

Birds and humans Appeared above the Achaean warriors directly after King Agam-
emnon had spoken to Zeus. When they saw it let the fawn fall
beside the altar of Zeus they understood that it had come from
Zeus. At that they attacked the Trojans more eagerly. Their bodies,
thoughts and emotions were influenced by the eagle seeing it as a
positive sign coming from Zeus and raising their fighting spirits.

Birds and gods Was sent by Zeus to appear to King Agamemnon and the Achaean

warriors directly after Agamemnon’s communication to Zeus. It
shows that Zeus heard Agamemnon and indicates his divine pres-
ence in a visual and symbolic way where the eagle’s sturdy physi-
cality in some sense embodies Zeus’s presence and will.

Functions * An eagle-specific messenger, sign and representation that brings
information.

* Zeus’s eagle messenger to King Agamemnon and the Achaean
warriors.

* One part of Zeus’s response and symbolic answer to King
Agamemnon’s words to him.

* A visual physical sign that for the Achaean warriors indicated
and confirmed Zeus’ presence and will.

* Indicates a positive sign from Zeus to the Achaeans.

* Asa good sign it evoked fighting spirits in the Achaean warriors.

* Displays the bond between Zeus and the Mycenaean king.

* Expresses strength and dominance from an avian hunter/killer
perspective.

* A possible symbolic representation of the most powerful
Achaean warriors who soon will kill inferior Trojan sons.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

This is yet another of the more complicated bird scenes in the //iad. Line 8.247 says that
the eagle was immediately sent (8.247) by Zeus after he had heard King Agamemnon’s
words. This sequence does not entirely refer to an eagle in the wild but may associate
to ancient falconry practices where a huntsman sends off an eagle to catch a prey, or to

someone who sends away an eagle for other reasons that may have been ritual."” It is

117 See also SCENE 35 where Zeus sent off another eagle to King Priam. See also sCENE 10 where Athena sent off a heron to Odysseus and
Menelaus. Falconry and hawking mean the capture of wild mammals and birds using birds of prey such as falcons, hawks or eagles. The
origins of falconry may lie in the Asiatic steppes as early as the second millennium BC. See Serjeantson 2009, 314, 320; Benecke 1994,
453—457; Dobney & Jaques 2002. Serjeantson refers also to the Hittites who seem to have been familiar with hawking as it is illustrated
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however clear that this eagle is to be considered as a physical eagle that was observed
by the human characters and that it was special since it was sent and directed by a god.
Line 8.247 refers to the eagle as tedeioraroy merenp@y (8.247) and Murray & Wyatt
translate surest of omens among winged birds."® This sequence is a statement that refers
to divination from birds, and it emphasises eagles as a category of birds that are the
most trustworthy among omen-birds. The eagle was further holding in its talons a fawn,
the young of a swift hind (8.248). This sequence refers to natural behaviour since there
is a species of eagle that hunts fawns and manages to fly away with them. The lines
that tell us that the eagle dropped the fawn beside the beautiful altar of Zeus...where the
Achaeans were used to offer sacrifice to Zeus from whom all omens come (8.249—250)'" is
an extraordinary description of an eagle’s behaviour that associates to divination from
birds and animals and to manteia (mantic power)."** However, eagles that fly with a
large prey sometimes have to drop it because of the weight or for some other reason'*!
which makes also this detail realistic. To sum up this section, almost all descriptions of
the eagle refer to ornithology although some parts are unusual such as the dropping of
the fawn beside Zeus’s altar. Concerning the eagle’s choice of prey and interaction with
its prey, the bird scene refers to natural eagle behaviour. The fawn as a prey indicates
that the eagle must have been big in size and strong,.

The Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos, is a very large and powerful eagle that is con-
sidered the largest and strongest eagle of all by many ornithologist. The wingspan
averages over 2 metres. It has long wings, a light, elegant flight and a proportionate
silhouette. The habitat is mountainous, upland, plateaus, steppe, and also lowland for-
ests or marshy areas. It prefers low or sparse vegetation to wooded areas. It nests from
near sea-level up to altitudes occasionally over 2000 m and perches on vantage points

on rocks or tree. The Golden Eagle is a solitary, versatile hunter although pairs may

on reliefs and seals from the second and first millennia BC from Anatolia. In one of these reliefs a god carries a raptor and a dead hare
on one arm. On another people wearing jesses (the leather thongs that attach a bell to the hawk, and that appears to be a falconer’s
gauntlet) are shown. Serjeantson 2009, 320. See also Canby 2002, 161—201. Concerning ancient falconry Pollard refers to Ctesias who
claims that falconry was practised by the Persians. Ctesias also mentions eagles, which were employed in the east. Pollard further refers
to Aristotele who makes two references to hawking in Thrace. Concerning the Thracians Pollard refers to a remarkable feature that
the philosophers observed: that the hawks laid the catch by the falconers’ feet and shared it with them. He adds that the Thracians had
mastered the art of falconry in great measure. Pollard 1977, 108-109. Also see Ctesias IV, 26; Arist. HA IX, 620 A 32; Mir. Ausc., 118,
841 B 15. For ancient falconry see also Keller 1913, 5—6. Thompson refers to eagles trained for falconry in Afghanistan and Turkestan.
Thompson 1936, 6. In Kazakhstan, Kyrgyztan, western Mongolia and China Golden Eagles are still used in hunting foxes and other
mammals and birds. Gates 1990. Today falconry takes place all over the world but is most common in the Arab countries. Even if
falconry has since long ceased to supply food for the household, it seems, according to Serjeantson, that it was always primarily a sport
or carried out as a symbol of status. Serjeantson 2009, 314.

118  See LSJ s.v. TéAeros. According to Kirk tedeidratoy means “most fulfilling as a portent”, Kirk 1990, 320. Also see /. 24.315. When
commenting on 24.314-316 which also describes an eagle that is sent from Zeus, Richardson suggests that TeAe/sratoy can mean “most
perfect” and “most capable of bringing fulfilment”. Richardson 1993, 305. See LSJ s.v. metenvis ‘able to fly, full-fledged, of young birds,...
of birds generally, able o fly, winged’.

119 Also see Willcock who translates “Zeus, god of all omens”. Willcock 1984, 265. Jones suggests “of the Voices”, i.e., of omens. Jones 2003,
143.

120 For divination from birds and manteia see chapter 1.

121 Such as an attack from an intruder.
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hunt together. It kills with its talons and its long and sharp claws. The food varies ac-
cording to the habitat but it principally hunts mammals and birds. Mammals vary in
size from small rodents to young and adult deer, e.g., roe deer Capreolus capreolus, but
also red deer, Cervus.'** There are reports of Golden Eagles that manage to fly away
with fawns.'”® The Golden Eagle’s position in the hierarchy of birds and among eagles
makes it suitable to use in relation to Zeus, the strongest of gods, who sent it to Ag-
amemnon, king and commander of the Achaean army. The Golden Eagle further suits
the environment since it was sent by Zeus from Ida which is described as a mountain

with trees.!**

Interactions and functions in the scene
Interactions occur at many levels in the scene. There are clear differences in strength
between the eagle and the fawn, where the former appears as a powerful hunter and

presumably also a killer,'®

and the latter as a prey and victim. A fawn is further a young
and inexperienced animal.
The eagle-fawn event took place in the air above human activities at a moment when

126 tried to rouse the Achaeans to

King Agamemnon, while being influenced by Hera,
fight. Agamemnon communicates two wishes to Zeus in the scene, i.e., ourselves at least
allow to flee and escape, and do not allow the Achaeans to be vanquished by the Trojans
in this way (8.243—244). Turning up exactly after Agamemnon’s words, the eagle com-
ing with the fawn appears as Zeus’ reply to Agamemnon. Even apart from appearing
exactly at this moment, an eagle coming with a fawn in its talons must have been con-
sidered an unusual event from the warriors’ point of view, and the fact that it fell beside

Zeus altar'?’

must have been seen as extraordinary. It was when the warriors saw the
fawn there that they understood that the eagle had come from Zeus. Even if the eagle
is often associated to Zeus in the //iad,'*® it is the position of the fawn beside Zeus’ altar
that functions as the sure sign and confirmation of his presence.'”” From that moment

on, and at least for a while, the Achaean warriors attacked their enemies more eagerly.

122 Cramp and Simmons 1980, 234-239, Génsbel 1995, 348, Svensson & Grant 2006, 76 and Etchécopar & Hue 1967, 118. See also del Hoyo
etal. 2004, 121.

123 See a report of a Golden Eagle and a fawn that fell from the sky in 1998 in Canada at http:// www. fawnrescue. org/updates.html.

124 For Zeus’s spatial position at Mount Ida see /. 8.47—52; 170-171.
For eagles in ancient sources see Thompson 1936, 2—17; Keller 1913, 1-6, and Arnott who says that detdgand dretds is particulary the
Golden Eagle. The word was however also loosely applied to other kind of large raptors. Arnott 2007, 2—4. Also see Boraston 1911,
234—236 and Pollard 1977, 76—79. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who identify the a/etoi that occur in Homer not as species but as
“Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

125 The poet does not give any indications that the fawn is alive.

126 Hera obviously did not respect Zeus’s prohibition to the other gods not to intervene in the Trojan War, see /. 8.1-27.

127  Kirk comments that the eagle carrying a prey that it let go is a motive that is repeated at //. 12.200-209. Kirk 1990, 320.

128  See SCENES 35, 16, 19, and 24 with interpretations. Also see SCENE 13 with interpretations.

129 According to Kirk the eagle and the altar show the portent to be his. Kirk 1990, 320. West argues that the fawn beside Zeus’ altar
confirms that it is a genuine omen. West 2011, 207.
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Their reactions indicate that they viewed the eagle as a good sign from Zeus and as such
it influenced their bodies and emotions and raised their fighting spirits.

Zeus sent the eagle as an answer directly after King Agamemnon had spoken to
him.%° It is clear that the eagle is Zeus’ messenger and that its role is to deliver his
message to the humans. By exposing itself the eagle becomes a sign that together with
the fawn physically and symbolically communicates Zeus’ presence and will. It seems
that Zeus with the eagle and fawn wanted to say that the Achaeans would not be

31

vanquished by the Trojans.””" In this by sending the eagle Zeus helped Agamemnon
raise the fighting spirits among his troops. We can thus observe a close collaboration
between King Agamemnon and Zeus where the eagle plays an important role as a
powerful communicative sign in the war propaganda. It evokes fighting spirits in the
warriors. At the same time the eagle, by exposing itself just after Agamemnon’s com-
munication to Zeus, functions as a sign that displays the close connection and bond

between Zeus and the Mycenaean king.

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

If we leave the eagle’s immediate functions in the scene and its effects on the Achaean
warriors and consider its possible wider functions in the primary narrative of the //iad,
I would like to ask: Why was a Golden Eagle chosen and why did it carry a fawn in its
talons? In the //iad kings and top warriors are often parallelled to eagles in metaphori-

cal utterances'®

that describe a warrior’s advance against an enemy warrior or a group
of warriors, or something else about a particular warrior.'® A fawn, vefpss, signifies
fleeing on the part of humans, and someone who covers but do not escape.’ Since ani-
mal signs being part of omens seem to indicate the future concerning coming human
activities in the /liad'?, one could thus see the eagle as being a symbolic representation
of the Achaean topwarriors who will soon kill inexperienced Trojan sons (represen-
tented by the fawn).

Let us see what happens in the Iliad just after the bird scene has taken place. The
passage //. 8.253—259 tells us that Diomedes killed Agelaus, Phradmon’s son, with his
spear when Agelaus turned his horses to flee. In the events that follows Diomedes, Ag-

amemnon, Menelaus, the two Aiantes, Ideomenus, Meriones, Eurypylus and Teucer

130  Kirk comments that Zeus reacts immediately and sympathetically. “Zeus’s acquiescence goes against his intention of helping the
Trojans”, Kirk 1990, 319-320.

131 Itis common in the //iad that Zeus does not fulfil all of a human’s wishes but only one of them. See for example 7/. 10.103-107 and
18.328—329.

132 For “metaphorical utterances” see chapter 2.

133 See sCENE 19 (Hector), SCENE 24 (Menelaus), sceNE 29 (Achilles), and scenE 33 (Hector).

134 See Il 22.1—4. Also see 1. 4.242~244, 21.25-33, 22.189-193.

135  See SCENE I with interpretations. For coming analyses see also SCENES 10, 16, and 35 and interpretations.
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successfully killed Trojan sons before Zeus turned the tide of war to the Trojans’ ad-

vantage.'

Scene 10 - 1. 10.272—298
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Background

So when the two had put on their terrible armor, they

set out to go and left there all the chief men. And for them
Pallas Athene sent on their right a heron, close by their
way, and though they saw it not with their eyes through the
murky night, yet they heard its cry. And Odysseus rejoiced
at the omen, and made prayer to Athene: “Hear me, child
of Zeus, who bears the aegis, you who always stand by my
side in all manner of toils, nor am I unseen by you wher-
ever [ move; now again show your love, Athene, as never
you did before, and grant that with noble renown we come
back to the ships, having performed a great deed that will
be a sorrow for the Trojans.”

And after him again prayed Diomedes, good at the war
cry:"Hear me now as well, child of Zeus, Atrytone. Follow
now with me just as you once followed with my father, no-
ble Tydeus, into Thebes, when he went ahead as a messen-
ger of the Achaeans. Them, the bronze-clad Achaeans, he
left by the Aspopus, and he was bringing gentle words there
to Cameias; but as he journeyed back he devised
deeds very grim together with you, fair goddess, for ea-
gerly you stood by his side. So now be minded to stand by
my side, and guard me. And to you in return will I sacrifice
a yearling heifer, broad of brow, unbroken, which no man
has yet led beneath the yoke. Her will I sacrifice to you and
will overlay her horns with gold.”

So they spoke in prayer and Pallas Athene heard them.
And when they had prayed to the daughter of great Zeus,
they set out to go like two lions through the black night,
amid the slaughter, amid the corpses, through the armor
and the black blood.

(Zl. 10.272— 298)

After the skilled and prominent Achaean warriors had killed many Trojan warriors,

Zeus roused the spirit among the Trojans and Hector pressed the Achaeans back to-

wards the ships. At the sight of them Hera had pity and ignoring Zeus’ prohibition she

and Athena armed themselves and were ready to descend from Mount Olympus to

Troy when Zeus in anger saw them from Mount Ida. He sent Iris to Olympus to stop

136 See also West, who emphasises that the poet “... instead of continuing the series of killings in the usual way, [he] simply gives a list...of
heroes who followed Diomedes in the breakout, even leaving a verb to be understood.” West 2011, 207.
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the two goddesses, and when Iris told them that Zeus forbid them to aid the Achaeans,
they stayed there. The poet however reveals that Athena and Hera continued to plan
misfortunes for the Trojans. In an assembly on Olympus, Zeus told the other gods that
they would see Hector destroying Achaeans at dawn. Hector then held an assembly
among the Trojans where he ordered them to make many fires during the night that
was to come. The plan was to enter into battle by the Achaean ships the next day.'”
At the Achaean camp also, King Agamemnon called for an assembly. With troubled
words he told them to take their ships and leave since there was no longer hope that
they would take Troy. Nestor advised Agamemnon to be king and take command and
Odysseus, Phoenix and some other men tried to persuade Achilles to fight among the
Achaeans. Achilles was not interested in entering war until Hector had come to the
ships and burned them. Diomedes then urged the Achaeans to prepare themselves to
fight the next morning."”® Agamemnon could not sleep but called for Nestor, Mene-
laus, the two Aiantes, Idomeneus, Meriones and Diomedes. Nestor suggested that an
Achaean should go to the Trojans and spy on them during the night. Diomedes was
urged to go and he asked if there was someone who could go with him. Finally Di-

omedes chose King Odysseus as his spy comrade, and they prepared to leave.'”

Analysis
Aspects Scene 10 - /. 10.272-298
Ornithology
Greek bird reference éowdids (10.274)
Lexica LSJ: s.v. ‘heron, 1l.10.274

Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

Cunliffe s.v ‘Perh. the night heron K 274
Called in the dark night when it presumably flew. Night active.
The dark night.

Flew by on Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ right and close to them, i.e.,
rather low in the air. Close to the Achaean camp that was near the
sea.

High

Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax

Form

Physical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals

137 1. 8.252—565.
138 Il 9.1-713.
139 Il 10.1-271.
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Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 10 - /I. 10.272-298

Interactions

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

Appeared directly after King Odysseus and Diomedes had left the
Achaean camp by foot and set out for a risky nightly war-expedi-
tion. They heard its cry in the dark. Odysseus rejoiced and prayed
to Athena, which indicates that he interpreted the heron as a
favorable sign from her. Diomedes prayed to Atrytone* and asked
her to support and guard him. Athena heard them. The effect was
that their fighting spirits increased partly because they felt Athena’s
presence and support through the heron and its call.

Was sent by Athena spontanously to appear to King Odysseus
when they were about to set out for a nighttime war expedition.
As a sign from her it displays Athena’s divine presence in an audi-
ble and symbolic way. The heron’s sturdy physicality in some sense
embodies Athena’s presence and support.

Functions

*

* A heron-specific messenger, sign and representation that brings
information.

* Athena’s heron messenger to King Odysseus and Diomedes.

* Athena’s spontanous communication to Odysseus and
Diomedes.

* An physical, audible sign, being part of an omen, that indicates
Athena’s presence and will.

* Indicates a positive sign from Athena to Odysseus and Diomedes
that evoked fighting spirits in them.

* Displays the close bond between Athena and King Odysseus.

* The choise of bird indicates that Athena had left Mount Olym-
pus despite Zeus” will and was aiding Odysseus and Diomedes
from Troy.

* Expresses night activity from a an avian hunter /killer
perspective.

* A possible symbolic representation of Odysseus and Diomedes
who will spy on and kill warriors in the Trojan troops during
the night.

I See LS] s.v. Atgur@vy ‘the Unwearied, titel of Pallas Athene, /1. 2.157, Od. 4.762". According to Hainsworth the original sense of

Atrytone is now lost. Hainsworth 1993, 183. Also see Kirk 1985, 133.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

Just when King Odysseus and Diomedes had put on their armour and left all the top

men, Athena for them sent on their right a heron, close by their way (10.274—275). Since

this bird was sent by Athena, it is not entirely wild."* Further, it is clear that this bird

is physical and the passage indicates that the heron flew rather low in the air close to

140 Compare with the eagles that were sent by Zeus from Mount Ida in sCENE 9 and from Mount Olympus in SCENE 35.
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Odysseus and Diomedes. The heron’s position to the right of them associates to divina-
tion from birds. It is further said that though they saw it not with their eyes through the
murky night, yet they heard its cry (10.275-276) which indicates a species that calls in
the dark.

The Night Heron is a nocturnal and crepuscular®' feeder. It is normally solitary
and has individual feeding territories. It is a good hunter and eats mainly amphibians,
fish and insects. It forages normally on the margins of shallow fresh standing or gently
flowing water, and also sometimes in drier grasslands. It flies freely at low altitudes.
When disturbed the Night Heron utters a characteristic single croak which is a flight
call that recalls the Raven. The voice is mainly hoarse and guttural. The flight call is
often heard at dusk and after dark when the bird is on the wing. It roosts by day and
flies at dusk to feed except when it is breeding. It is absent all-night and returns just
before sun-up.'*? The nightly habits of the Night Heron combined with its flight call
makes it suitable as a model for the bird that Odysseus and Diomedes heard near them
but could not see in the darkness of the night. The Night Heron’s preferred habitats and
the environmental context close to the Achaean camp where it was probably marshy,
also support this.'*?

Interactions and functions in the scene

King Odysseus and Diomedes heard the heron’s cry during the night when visibility
was impeded by the darkness, and the whole situation was risky for the two warriors.!**
One can easily understand their need for divine protection. As Hainsworth has pointed
out, the heron appeared at the right psychological moment when the human actors
most needed it.'” The passage Odysseus rejoiced at the omen, and made prayer to Athene
(10.277) indicates a change in Odysseus’ emotional state that was evoked by the heron
and its call. It seems that he recognised Athena through the heron’s call and its position
at the right of them, and that he interpreted it as a favourable sign from her predict-

ing the positive outcome of the war expedition.'* In his prayer on lines 10.278—282 it

141 Active in the dim twilight of dusk or dawn.

142 Cramp & Simmons 1977, 262—268. Also see Svensson & Grant 2006, 30-31.

143 Voultsiadou & Tatalos also suggest Night Heron. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307 as do Leaf and Keller. Leaf 1900, 445, Keller
1913, 203. Boraston suggested Grey Heron, Grus grus. Boraston 1922, 216, 242. The Grey Heron is however not active during night.
According to Thompson ég@diss is a difficult word with various and uncertain meaning. The etymology is unknown, but possibly
connected, like Lat. ardea, with Serb. roda, a stork. Thompson 1936, 102. Pollard commented that Zpwdid was a heron and suggested
that the Ancients sometimes did not distinguish betweeen different species. Pollard 1977, 68. Hainsworth pointed out that épdids was
the name of several long-legged birds, here clearly a Night Heron, a bird of good omen, see bT and Plutarch, Mor. 405D, and a symbol
of Athena on coins at Corinth and Ambracia. Hainsworth 1993, 182. For herons in ancient sources see also Arnott 2007, 47; Thompson
1936, 102—104; Keller 1913, 202—207.

144 See [l. 10.218—271. See also /. 10.1-4; 23—28; 65—76; 82-85; 137—141; 150—163; 183—194.

145 Hainsworth 1993, 182.

146  Pollard must be right when he suggests that Athena was Odysseus patroness and because of this bond he may have associated the heron
to her. Pollard 1977, 116. Also see Hainsworth 1993, 182.
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becomes clear that Odysseus understood that Athena saw him in the dark. He could
not see the heron himself; i.e., neither the messenger nor any sign of her, because of the
darkness, but she could see him, and the heron’s call became her invisible and audible
communication to him.'"” The whole scene expresses the communication between Ath-
ena and Odysseus, and Odysseus is shown as a human who was observant and sensitive
to the gods’ signs, especially bird signs, and as someone who was skilled in the inter-
pretation of bird signs. In this way the heron’s call also functions as a sign that displays
the close bond between Athena and Odysseus.

In the last part of his prayer Odysseus expressed specific wishes for the future where
he asked for Athena’s support in the greet deed he and Diomedes were about to per-
form."® The fact that he prayed and asked for success in this situation affer the call
from the heron tells us that he thought that the chances of being heard were good. It
seems that the lines of communication between him and Athena were now open. Di-
omedes prayed as well, and addressed Athena child of Zeus, Atrytone (10.284)."* When
Diomedes said stand by my side, and guard me (10.291) he was asking for Athena’s pro-
tection for himself as opposed to Odysseus who asked for support for them both. After
their prayers Odysseus and Diomedes set out like two lions, which indicate that their
fighting spirits were raised and that their bodies, thoughts and emotions were influ-
enced by the whole situation of which the heron was one part. It is also possible that
Athena had given them strength and courage in a more direct, physical way from the
moment they set out like lions. There are two good examples of such situations when
Diomedes became lion-like, see /. 5.121-144 and 7/. 10.482—487."°

The last time Athena was mentioned in the //iad she was present at Mount Olym-
pus and Iris informed her and the other gods that Zeus had forbidden them to aid
any of the humans at Troy.”' There is no information in the bird scene that reveals
where Athena and the heron where when Athena sent it away. It is only said, And for
them Pallas Athene sent on their right a heron (10.274—275). When Zeus sent a Golden

Eagle from Mount Ida,"* the physical environment was correct to the habitat of this

147  See also West who points out that this bird omen “is untypical in being a heron, in being heard and not seen, in being sent by Athena,
not Zeus, and by being followed rather than preceeded by a prayer”. West 2011, 241. See also Stockinger 1959, 129-131.

148 Jones comments that the poet by mentioning “great deeds” prepares us for this to be more than a spying expedition. Jones 2003, 167.

149 See *1 page 97.

150 In the first situation Athena put the force (¢évos) of his father in Diomedes’ breast and then a force three times as great took hold of
him and he became lion-like. In the other situation, which is not long after Athena had sent the heron, she breathed uévog, might, into
Diomedes, see line 10.482, and spoke, unseen, see line 10.509. According to Hainsworth “The Iliadic conception of divine intervention
at this level is more concrete, the god appearing openly or disguised or literally acting upon events.” Hainsworth 1993, 182. Filled with
wévos from Athena Diomedes is then parallelled to a lion that comes on flocks of goats or sheep when he set upon the Thracian warriors
until he had slain twelve. See 7/. 10.482-489. See also an earlier passage in /. 2 that describes Agamemnon as a bull because Zeus made
him so: As a bull in a herd stands out far the chiefest, since he is preeminent among cattle as they gather, such did Zeus make Agamemnon on
that day (II. 2.480—483). For the concept of “double motivation”, see chapter 1.

151 1. 8.409—414.

152 See SCENE 9.
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species. If we suppose now that Athena sent the Night Heron from Mount Olympus,
this physical environment is not at all suitable for this species. The correct habitat for a
Night Heron would be some area with shallow, fresh standing, or gently flowing water
or drier grasslands. We can find such a landscape close to the Achaean camp where
Odysseus and Diomedes were. It thus seems that the choice of bird, Night Heron,
indicates that Athena had left Olympus against Zeus’” will and was aiding the two war-
riors from Troy."

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

If we leave the heron’s immediate functions in the scene and its effects on Odysseus
and Diomedes and consider its possible wider functions in the primary narrative of the
Iliad, 1 would like to ask whether there is anything more that the Night Heron adds to
the scene? When considering the nighttime habits of this species, that it kills and feeds
on amphibians, fish and insects during the night, the choice of bird appears to be a
perfect and ideal match to Odysseus and Diomedes and the nighttime war expedition
they are about to perform. Could it be the case that it also foreshadows the coming
human activities?

What was the outcome of Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ nighttime war-expedition? Hec-
tor had also invited a Trojan to spy on the Achaean camp, Dolon, who was sent out
in the night. After a while Odysseus caught sight of Dolon and milked him of in-
formation before Diomedes killed him."** Further, Diomedes killed twelve Thracian
warriors while Odysseus stole Rhesos’ horses.” When they came back to the Achaean

¢ and Odysseus and Diomedes made a libation to

camp they were highly praised,
Athena,”” which indicates that they thanked her for her assistance and support during

their nighttime raid."”®

153 Hainsworth points out that Athena was present on lines 10.275—276 but impalpable. Hainsworth 1993, 182.

154 See 1. 10.299—468.

155  See /. 10. 468—502.

156  See II. 10.540.554.

157 See Il. 10.577-579.

158 According to Hainsworth the two heroes thanked Athena for their success and safe return and considered it a graceful note on which
to end 7/. 10. Hainsworth 1993, 210.
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Scene 11 — 1I. 11.153-162

153 aTap xeciwy Ayapéuvwy And lord Agamemnon,
154 aléy amoxteivwy Emet’ Agyeloiot xelebwy. ever slaying, followed after, calling to the Argives. And as
155 we O’ e mip didploy év aEiAw duméay Thy, when consuming fire falls on a thick wood, and the whirl-
156 mavry T’ eldvgdwy dvewos wéget, oi 0¢ Te Sduvor ing wind carries it everywhere, and the thickets fall up-
157 modpeilor mimTOUTIY mMEryduevor TUeoS OguT rooted as they are assailed by the onrush of the fire; so be-
158 (¢ G’ vm’ Atoeidy Ayauéuvovr mimTe naomya neath Agamemnon, son of Atreus, fell the heads of the
159 Towwy pevydvrwy, moAdol & épralyeves irmor Trojans as they fled, and many horses with high-arched
160 xelv’ dxea nporahilov dva TroAéuoro yeploag necks rattled empty chariots along the lines of battle, long-
I61 fuidgovs modéovres duluovas: of O’ éml yaiy ing for their incomparable charioteers; but they lay on the
162 xelato, yoneaay moAU @idTegor 4 aAogoioty. ground dearer far to vultures than ro their wives.

(1. 11.153-162)
Background

When song 11 starts it was dawn and Zeus sent Strife to the ships of the Achaeans. She
was holding a portent of war in her hands and standing on Odysseus’ ship she uttered
a terrible shout, a shrill war cry, and at that the fighting spirits were raised among the
Achaeans. King Agamemnon armed himself and commanded them to array them-
selves for battle. The Trojans did the same. The two armies then clashed and they raged
like wolves. Iris rejoiced as she looked on them for she was the only god who was with
them in the fighting. All other gods were in their halls at Mount Olympus and they
blamed Zeus who wanted to give glory to the Trojans. Agamemnon killed many Tro-
jans violently in the fighting to come, and he is in these moments of activity described
as a lion.When he killed Hippolochus he lopped off his head and sent him rolling lika
a round stone among the throng (/.. 11.146-147). He then went to the battalions where
most of the warriors were routed. Foot soldiers killed foot soldiers as they fled and
horsemen killed horsemen. The thundering hooves from the horses rose up the dust

from the plain."”’

Analysis
Aspects Scene 11 - /. 11.153-162
Ornithology
Greek bird reference 70y (11.162)
Lexica LSJ: s.v. ‘vulture, prob. including several species’

Cunliffe sv. ‘a vulture’

Behaviour and characteristics | Collective vulture behaviours. Desire to feed on human corpses.
Scavengers

Time context Present

159 I/ 1.1-11.153.
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Aspects

THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

Scene 11 - /I. 11.153-162

Ornithology

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

Flew by on Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ right and close to them, i.e.,
rather low in the air. Close to the Achaean camp that was near the
sea.

High
Carrion-eating vultures: the Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, the

Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus and the Egyptian Vuleure,
Neophron percnopterus.

Form Image
Interactions
Birds and birds Collective behaviours. Vultures that want to feed on human

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

corpses.

Desire to feed on the corpses of the fallen Trojans who Agamem-
non had just killed. The “vulture-image” focusses on the vultures’
lust for the corpses.

Functions

* Vulture image that brings information.

* Predicts that the Trojan warriors, newly killed by Agamemnon,
will soon be food for the vultures.

* Emphasises vultures’ lust for human flesh.

* Implies wild aggression and violent treatment of the fallen war-
riors” corpses.

* Implies that the warriors’ corpses will not be taken care of and
buried according to the traditions.

* Emphasises the Trojan people’s tragedy and especially the Trojan
women’s trauma of losing their husbands in this way.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The description of the yUmes is restricted to one sequence: but they lay on the ground

dearer far to vultures than to their wives (11.161-162). This evokes an image of a group

of vultures that will soon devour the fallen Trojan warriors. There is an important

emotional part in the description that emphasises vultures’ lust for the human corpses

as food.

According to the scholars Thompson, Boraston and Pollard yvi is a generic word for

vultures. As previously argued, I agree with them that three species of vultures are used

in Homer, the Griffon Vulture, the Black Vulture, and the Egyptian Vulture, especially

since these three species all are specialised to feed on carrion.

160

160  Pollard 1977, 80; Thompson 1936, 82; Boraston 1911, 216, 239. Also see Keller who adds the Nubian Vulture. Keller 1913, 30—36. Arnott
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Interactions and functions in scene

The poet uses the “vulture-image” as a way to let the reader know that the Trojan war-
riors, newly killed by King Agamemnon, would soon be food for the wild and aggres-
sive vultures. When giving this image the poet sets the wives” love to their husbands
in contrast with the vultures’ lust for their corpses. As argued a mutilation of a corpse
on a battlefield is something that is traumatic and tragic for a warrior and his relatives
since it is essential to burn the corpses and to be buried and to bury ones relatives in
a ritual.’" The vulture image does not explicitly say however that the vultures are al-
ready “there” and that they have started to feed on the fallen Trojans. The message is
instead communicated as a threatening and very likely future scenario from the Trojan
point of view. The vultures in the scene thus emphasise the Trojan people’s tragedy
and especially the trauma among the Trojan wives who lost their husbands in such a
way. According to Leaf line 11.162 is ironical and he refers to similar instances of sav-
age humour for example 7/. 11.395 and /. 11.453.162 I would like to add that the scene
also gives a description of the brutality of war as well as it expresses a reflection on the

consequences of war from the fallen warriors” wives point of view.

Scene 12 — 1I. 11.624—644 A for
na for them

624 Toiot 0¢ Telye nuner®d EvmAnamos Exaundn, Jair-tressed Hecamede mixed a portion, she whom

625 v aget’ én Tevédoio yépwy, ote mépoey AgiMels,
626 Suyatép’ Agavoou ueyalqTogos, v of Ayaiol
627 &elov olvera BovAf) doioteleonsy amavTwy.

628 4 cowiv medTov usy émmpoinde Toamelay

629 xalqy rvavorelay ooy, alrap én’ alTic

630 yalrcioy naveov, émi O0¢ noouvoy moT( oy,

631 10 wéhi yhweoy, maga & aleitov (oot axTyy,
632 mag 0¢ démag mepinalés, 0 oinodey Gy’ o Yvegaids,
633 wovaeiois phoiot memaguévoy: olata 0 alTol

634 Téoaag’ érav, doial 0¢ mEAs1ades aupls ExaoToy
635 yovoeial veuédovto, dvw 0’ Umo muSuéves Hoav.
636 aMog uey woyéwy amonivioaoe Toamélng

637 mhciov éov, Néatwp 0’ 0 Yépwy auoyqt! Geigey.
638 v T pa oI xinmae Yoy éivia Sefjoty

639 otvw Tlpauveiw, émi 0 alyeiov xvij Tugoy

640 xvnoTt yareiy, ém O aAoita Asuxa maAvve,

old Nestor had taken out of Tenedos when Achilles sacked
it, the daughter of great-hearted Arsinous; the Achaeans
chose her out for him, since in counsel he was ever best of
all. She first drew before the two of them a table, fair, with
Jeet of cyanus, and well-polished, and set on it a basket of
bronze, and in it an onion, a relish for their drink, and pale
honey, and ground meal of holy barley; and beside them a
beautiful cup, which the old man had brought from home,
studded with golden nails; four were its handles, and abour
each two doves were feeding, while below were two sup-
ports. Another man could barely budge that cup from the
table when it was full, but old Nestor would lift it easily. In
this the woman, who was like the goddesses, mixed a por-
tion for them with Pramnian wine, and on this she grated
cheese of goat’s milk with a brazen grater, and sprinkled
white barley meal over it; and she urged them to drink

says that 90 is a general name for ‘Vulture’. Arnott 2007, 60. According to Thompson 70y was usually used in Homer in connection
with feeding on carrion. Thompson 1936, 82. Pollard observes that Homer and later poets emphasised the vultures’ carrion habits.
Pollard 1977, 80. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who suggest Griffon Vulture, Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307. For the habits and
distributions of the suggested species see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 64—70, 73-81, 89—95 and Svensson & Grant 2006, 70—7s.

161 For the theme of the mutilation of the corpse in the Iliad, see Segal 1971. Also see for example 7/. 15.350—351.

162 Leaf 1900, 479. Hainsworth suggests that 7/. 11.395, in the mouth of the poet, is pathetic and that it expresses the grim humour of the
heat of battle. Hainsworth 1993, 242—243. Also see /. 11.453—454.
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641 mvéuevar O’ éxédevaey, émel ¢’ dmhigae xuneid. when she had made ready the potion. Then when they had
642 Tw O’ émel oby mivovt’ déTmy moduxayréa dibay, drunk, and sent from them parching thirst, they took de-
643 piSotary Tégmovro meos aAAPAovs Evémoves, light in words, speaking to one another; and Patroclus
644 Iargoxhos 02 Sgya épiotato irodz05 @ws. stood at the door, a godlike man.

(1l 11.624—644)

Background

Before the scene starts Zeus drew Hector away from the missiles and King Agam-
emnon followed after. When Agamemnon was close to the Trojan wall Zeus, came
down from heaven and sat down on Mount Ida with the thunder bolt in his hand. He
sent Iris away to tell Hector to hold himself back until he saw that Agamemnon was
wounded and leaped on his chariot. From that moment Zeus would grant Hector the
strength to slay Achaeans until he would come to the Achaean ships and the sun would
set.'®> After Agamemnon was wounded by Coon and leaped onto his chariot, Hector
roused the spirits among the Trojans and with high heart slew nine Achaeans. Odys-
seus and Diomedes counter-attacked and slew some Trojans. Watching the warriors
from Mount Ida Zeus stretched the line of battle evenly for them and they continued
to slay one another.'* Diomedes struck Hector with his spear, which made him fall on
his knees. He managed however to escape in his chariot. When Diomedes chased him
he said, Now again, your dog, you have escaped from death,(...), but once more has Phoebus
Apollo saved you (II. 11.362—363). Then Paris wounded Diomedes with an arrow and he
leapt onto his chariot and went back to the ships. Odysseus then killed many Trojans
and also was wounded by a spear; Pallas Athena did not allow it to pierce deeply, how-
ever. Being left alone on the battlefield, Odysseus called loudly for the Achaeans and
Diomedes and Aias came to his assistance. Paris then wounded the healer Machaon
with an arrow. At that Nestor rescued Machaon in his chariot and they drove towards
the Achaean camp.'® When Hector understood that the Trojans and their horses were
being routed and that it was Aias who drove them he drove there but without facing
Aias. Zeus then had Aias flee and at that he gave way before the Trojans, much against
his will. When Achilles saw Nestor coming back to the Achaean camp with a wounded
warrior, he asked Patroclus to find out the identity of this warrior. Patroclus then ran
to the huts and ships of the Achaeans. When Nestor’s attendant had unharnessed the
horses from the chariot Nestor and Machaon went into Nestor’s hut and sat down on

chairs.'¢®

163 1. 11.163-194.
164 1. 11.195-337.
165 1. 11.338-513.
166 1. 11.283—623.
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Analysis

Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 12 - /I. 11.624-644

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

meletas (11.634)

LSJ: s.v. ‘dove or pigeon, esp. wild rock-pigeon, Columba livia’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘a wild dove or pigeon’

Doves that feed two by two in four pairs
Unspecific

Unspecific

Medium

Dove, presumably Rock Dove, Columbia livia

Form Other, i.e., sculptured decorations on a drinking cup.
Interactions
Birds and birds Eight doves that feed in four pairs: they are performing the same

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

activity.

A possible parallel between the feeding doves and the drinking

men.

Functions

* Sculptured decorations on a drinking cup.

* Dove-specific sculptured parallels to the men and their drinking
activity that bring information.

* Emphasise the men’s drinking activity

* Indicate that the Pramnian wine was nutritious.

* Give the men’s drinking activity a kind of wild and avian feed-
ing character.

* Possibly indicate that the drink and the men’s drinking activity
had divine connotations.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

This bird scene where doves appear as sculptured decorations on a drinking cup is
different from all the other bird scenes since their forms differs from the other birds’
forms. I have chosen to include this scene in the material since the doves show a behav-
iour that is accurate for doves, and since their behaviours seem to have significance for
what the humans are doing in the scene.

167

It is said that Nestor’s cup was studded with golden nails'®” and four were its handles,

167  The gold rivets signify that this is a luxury object, but not as luxurious as the gold cups wielded by the gods as Hainsworth pointed out.
According to Hainsworth the word d4ma¢ on line 11.632 is of Anatolian origin and refered to the Hittite word tapiSana-. Commentators’
conceptions of the vessel has changed as archaeological material have accumulated. It has been suggested that the doves recall the gold
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and about each two doves were feeding (11.634—635). The passage tells us of doves that
perform the same activity, i.e., that of feeding. It further indicates that there were eight
doves all together on the handles, and that they were feeding in four pairs with one pair
at each handle. Willcock comments that veuédovto (11.635) means “were feeding” which
he suggests meant that the doves had their heads down as if pecking.'*® Since this is one
way that doves eat the interpretation of the bird as pecking is possible.

Rock Doves are social, especially when roosting, feeding and flying some distance,
or loafing. They are commonly seen in pairs or small flocks. Their food consists chiefly
of seeds of cereals, legumes, and weeds. Wild birds take grains of wheat, barley, oats,
and fruits, some green leaves and pieces of potato etc. The food is almost always taken
on the ground by walking and pecking. One particularity of doves that they share with
flamingos and some penguins is the extremely nutritious crop milk that both parents
produce and give to their young from the crop. This liquid is extremely high in protein
and fat and contains more of it than cow milk or human milk.'®

Further, doves’ crop milk contains of vitamins A, B, C, D, and E, and saccharases.”®
In appearance it bears little resemblance to mammalian milk, and being a semi-solid
substance it is somewhat reminiscent of pale yellow cottage cheese. This is another
way of feeding among doves and the nutritious aspect of doves may have relevance
for the scene since Machaon is wounded'! and is in need of being cured and recov-
ering. Apart from being a co-commander in war together with his brother Podalir-
ius, Machaon is a healer and the son of Asclepios.”> Machaon is given a drink called
Pramnian wine that is described in great detail. It is said that pale honey and onion
was eaten with this drink and ground meal of holy barley and that Hecamede grated
goat’s milk cheese and sprinkled white barley meal over it.'” It is my opinion that we
must at least consider a parallelism between the liquid shared by doves that is called

doves’ milk and that looks like pale yellow cottage cheese, and the Pramnian wine that

cup found in the fourth shaft-grave at Mycenae, but the problem, as pointed out by Hainsworth, is that that cup is probably a libation
vessel and the birds that decorate the handles are falcons. The Linear B ideogram that depicts a vessel with four handles called di-pa has
also been discussed among scholars. Hainsworth suggested that the elaborate description of Nestor’s cup in the /liad could as easily be
understood to imply that the cup was invented as that it was a well-known object. Hainsworth 1993, 292—293. According to Willcock
Nestor’s cup is the third description in the Iliad of an artefact which can only have been made in the Mycenaean age, together with
the boar’s tusk helmet in /7. 10.261-265 and Aias’ tower shield in 7. 7.219. Willcock suggests that the gold cup from the shaft grave at
Mycenae is much smaller than the one which Homer described, and suggests in contrast to Hainsworth, that the gold cup from the
shaft grave at Mycenae is decorated with doves. Willcock 1978, 307. See also Leaf 1900, 509 and West 2011, 259.

168 Willcock 1978, 307. See also LS] vepédw ‘in Med., once in Hom., veuéSovto, of doves, were feeding, /. 11.635".

169  Cramp 1985, 287-288.

170 Cramp 1985, 288. Concerning “birds’ milk” or “fowls” milk” see Pollard, who says that such “milk” was employed in ancient times like
our phrase “pigeons’ milk’ for an unobtainable luxury.” Pollard 1977, 180. He refers to the Aristophanes Wasps where Philiocleon says
“I wouldn’t exchange the life of which you threaten to rob me for bird’s milk”. Pollard 1977, 180 based on Ar. Vesp, 508.

171 See Il. 11.504—507 and the “Background” of the scene.

172 See Il. 2.129-133.

173 See also West who points out that the scene is treated with much pictorial detail and that the cheese grating seem to come from older
poetic tradition, West 2011, 259.
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was given to Machaon and shared by the men in the scene.” Even if the information
about the doves is sparse I suggest Rock Doves since méAeia in other scenes in the /liad
signifies Rock Dove."”

Interactions and functions in the scene

What we have in the scene is a drinking cup where some characters perform activities,
i.e., we have the sculptured doves that are feeding, and we have the men who are drink-
ing something called Pramnian wine from the cup. I suggest that the feeding doves
constitute parallels to the drinking men where the doves emphasise the men’s drinking
activity. I further suggest, according to the ornithological details above, that we at least

have to consider that the feeding doves refer to doves’ regurgitation'”®

of crop milk. If
this is so, the doves indicate that this drink was nutritious also for the drinking men. As
has been seen doves are associated with gods in other scenes of the /iad,”” and doves
in the Odyssey are explicitly said to bring ambrosia to Zeus as food."”® These details
together suggests that the doves in the scene indicate that the Pramnian wine and the

men’s drinking activity both had divine connotations.

Scene 13 — II. 12.195—257

195 'O’ oi Tovg dvagiloy an’ Bvrea uaguaigovra, While they were stripping from these their shining

196 109g’ of IlovAvdauavti xai “Extog xoligor Emovro,  arms, meanwhile the youths who followed with Polydamas
197 oi mAeioTol xal GoioTol Eoay, utuaoay 0¢ waiota  and Hector, who were most in number and best and most
198 Teiyos Te omery al évimpnoely Tl vijag, eager to break through the wall and burn the ships with
199 of ¢" &1 wepunoilov épertadtes Tapd TAPOw. fire, these still stood by the trench and deliberated. For an
200 Ggvis Yap T ETTAJE TegnTiuEval tepaidaty, omen had come to them as they were eager to cross over

201 aleTos UhiméTns ém’ dpioTepa Amov épywy, an eagle of lofty flight, skirting the army on the left, and in
202 @oivievTa dodxovTa Pipwy OVUXETTl TEAWEOY its talons it carried a blood-red, huge snake, still alive and
203 Swov é1’ aomaigovta, xail ol Tw ApSeTo yaoums: struggling, nor was it yet forgetful of combat; for it writhed
204 noe yap alTov Exovra xaTa oTHY0¢ TaEA dsigny backward, and struck him who held it on the chest beside
205 Oyvwels omicw* 0 0" amo Edev e yauale the neck, and the eagle, stung with pain, cast it from him to
206 alyqoag odvvya, wéow O évi xaBBal’ ouilw, the ground, and let it fall in the midst of the throng, and
207 altos 0¢ xAarEag mETeTo VOIS AvEnoLo. himself with a loud cry sped away down the blast of the

174  According to Hainsworth, ITpauveios ought to designate the provenance of the wine, but no place as such is known, unless we accept
Crates’ (DT) assertion that there was a mountain ITgduvy on Icaria. The term occurs later and the comic poets designated it as a term
of quality. The scholiast (T on 624) says red wine. Hainsworth 1993, 204.

175 Boraston suggests that méAera is a Rock Dove, Boraston 1911, 216; 227. According to Pollard megiorepd and méleia were names for
pigeons in general whereas méAzia was applied to the Rock Dove and Stock Dove. Pollard 1977, 56, see also 89—90. According to
Thompson méAeia in Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225—231, esp. 227. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest Rock
Dove. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For doves in ancient sources see also Arnott 2007, 170-171; Keller 1913, 122131, esp. 127.

176 Regurgiation is “the ejecting of food through the mouth, for example to feed nestlings”, Erritzoe et al. 2007, 220.

177 See SCENES 7 and 20.

178  See Od. 12.62-64. According to Pollard Rock Doves, were said to have fed the infant Zeus in the Cretan Cave and also to have supplied
the gods with ambrosia. Pollard 1977, 57, 148, 182. For doves that bring ambrosia and nectar to the gods see also Keller 1913, 124.
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IN THE ILIAD

wind. And the Trojans shuddered when they saw the writh-
ing snake lying in their midst, a portent of Zeus who bears
the aegis.

Then it was that Polydamas came up and spoke
to bold Hector: “Hector, you always rebuke me in assem-
blies, though I give good counsel, since it would indeed not
be right that a man of the people should speak contrary to
you, either in council or in war, but he should always in-
crease your power; yet now I will speak what seems to me
to be best. Let us not go forward to fight with the Danaans
for the ships. For so, I think, will the issue be, since in fact
this omen has come on the Trojans as they were eager to
cross over, an eagle of lofty flight, skirting the army on the
left, carrying in his talons a blood-red, huge snake, still liv-
ing, yet suddenly let it fall before he reached his dear nest,
and did not finish his course, to bring and give it to his little
ones; so shall we, though we break the gates and the wall of
the Achaeans by our great might and the Achaeans give
way, come back over the same road from the ships in disar-
ray; for many of the Trojans will we leave behind whom the
Achaeans will slaughter with bronze in defense of the
ships. This is the way a soothsayer would interpret, one
who in his mind had clear knowledge of omens, and to
whom the people give ear.”

Then with an angry glance spoke to him Hector of the
Sflashing helmet: “Polydamas, these things you are saying
are no longer pleasing to me; you know how to devise a
better speech than this. But if you are really saying this in
earnest, then indeed the gods themselves have surely de-
stroyed your senses, since you are asking me to forget the
counsels of load-thundering Zeus, that he himself prom-
ised me and nodded assent. But you tell us to be obedient
to birds long of wing, which I do not regard or take thought
of, whether they go to the right toward the dawn and the
sun, or to the left toward the murky darkness. Let us be
obedient to the counsel of great Zeus, who is king over all
mortals and immortals. One omen is best, to fight for one’s
country. Why do you fear war and combat? For even if the
rest of us are slain one and all at the ships of the Argives,
yet there is no fear that you should perish, for your heart is
not firm in the fight nor warlike. But, if you hold aloof from
combat, or win another over with your words, and turn him
[from war, at once struck by my spear will you lose your
life.”

So he spoke and led the way; and they followed after
with a woundrous din; and Zeus, who hurls the thunderbolt,
roused from the mountains of Ida a blast of wind that car-
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253 dpoey an’ Taiwy déwy avéuoro Selay, ried the dust straight against the ships; and he bewildered
254 % 0" 19U vy xovigy @égev: alrap Aymiiy the minds of the Achaeans, but granted glory to the Tro-
255 SENye voov, Towaiv 0¢ xai “Extopr xtdos omale. jans and to Hector. Trusting therefore in his portents and
256 ToU Tep On Tepdeaot memarYoTes MOe Biner in their might they sought to break the great wall of the
257 onywodar uéya Teiyos Ayaiioy meignTiCov. Achaeans.

(Il 12.195-257)

Background

Many pre-eminent Achaean warriors had been wounded which made King Nestor
advice Patroclus to ask Achilles to send him out in war."”” The fightings about the
well-built Achaean wall continued. Hector was eager to cross over the Achaean trench
and the wall but his horses did not dare jump over. Polydamas' adviced Hector to
leave the horses and let the foot-soldiers follow after Hector over the trench. This time
Hector was pleased and followed Polydamas’ advice and the Trojans marshaled in five
companies after their leaders. The best and most numerous and those who were most
eager to break through the wall went with Hector and Polydamas. The Lycian King
Sarpedon led the allies with Glaucus and Asteropaeus at his side. Of Sarpedon it is here
said that he was preeminent even among all (Il. 12.104). It is then told of the Trojans ...
nor did they think that they would be held back any longer (Il. 2.106—107). Further on it
is said about some Trojans for they thought that they would no more be held back by the
Achaeans...—fools that they were (Il. 12.125-127). In the fighting that followed, the Tro-
jans first met the sons of Lapith spearman who stood firm as oaks in front of the high
gate of the Achaean wall. They had been rousing the Achaeans to fight in defense of the
ships (Il. 12.141). The Lapith sons got help from the others who hurled stones from the
wall in defence of their own lives and of the huts and of the swift-faring ships (Il. 12.155-156).
The poet then reveals that it was Hector who Zeus wanted to give glory. The Achaeans

continued to defend themselves and more men were killed in the fightings close to the

wall.'®!

179 I 11.645-848.

180 In //. 18 Polydamas is described in the following way: Then among them prudent Polydamas was first to speak, the son of Panthous: for he
alone saw both before and after. Comrade was he of Hector, and in the one night were they born: but in speech one was far the best, the other
with spear (1. 18.249—251).

181 I 12.1-12.194.
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Analysis

Aspects

THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

Scene 13 - /1. 12.195-257

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

b ’
ateTos (12.201; 219)

LSJ s.v. eagle, as a bird of omen,...11.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of
Zeus...1l.24.310’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Carried a huge snake in its talons but the snake, that was still alive
and struggling, struck the eagle. Stung with pain it cast the snake
to the ground and let it fall in the midst of the throng of Trojan
warriors. It sped away with a loud cry down the blast of the wind.

Appeared when Polydamas, Hector and the young Trojan warriors
were eager to break through the Achaean wall.

High up in the air and above the Achaean military wall and the
Trojan warriors. Skirted the Trojan army on the left. Sped away
down the blast of the wind.

High
An eagle, presumably the Short-toed Eagle, Circaetus gallicus

Form

Physical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

The eagle carried a blood-red, huge snake in its talons. The snake
was still alive and was struggling in a defensive way. It struck the
eagle on the chest next to its neck and the eagle threw it to the
ground, letting it fall in the midst of the throng of Trojan warriors.
With a loud cry it then sped down the blast of the wind which in-
dicates that it lost the control and initiative. The snake is described
as a portent of Zeus (12.209).

Appeared above the Trojan warriors when they were eager to break
the Achaean wall and burn their ships. The Trojans observed the
animals and deliberated which indicates that they viewed the eagle
as a sign or as part of a sign coming with information to them.
Polydamas and Hector interpreted the animal event differently.
The effect of the eagle-serpent event was that the Trojans felt con-
fusion and their fighting spirits were also reduced.

It is not explicitly said that this eagle was sent by a god, but since
the poet describes the snake as a portent of Zeus (12.209) and since
Zeus sent away the eagle with the fawn in 7/. 8.236—252 and in

1l. 24.308-321 it is likely that Zeus sent this eagle also.
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Aspects Scene 13 - /I. 12.195-257

Functions * A possible eagle-specific messager, sign and representation that

brings information.

Probably Zeus’ eagle-messenger to the Trojan warriors.

One part of a visual physical sign, being part of an omen, that

with its identity and physical position indicates Zeus presence

and will.

* Evoked wonder and confusion among the Trojan warriors.

Was probably taken as a bad sign by the Trojan warriors that

reduced their fighting spirits.

* According to Polydamas it warned the Trojans against breaking
down the Achaean wall and pass over it.

* According to Hector it did not mean anything apart from being

an eagle: it was not a sign.

Expresses strength and combat from an avian hunter perspec-

tive. The eagle however was struck by the defensive snake.

* A possible symbolic representation of the Lycian king Sarpedon
who soon will be attacked by Aias when the latter was defending
the Achaean wall.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
This is yet another of the more complicated bird scenes in the //iad. Since this eagle
is observed by the human characters it can clearly be identified as physical concering

)82 which is an

form. It is at first said that the eagle was an eagle of lofty flight (12.201
accurate description since eagles and some other large birds with broad slotted wings
such as vultures, pelicans and storks fly very high up in the air where they make use

of thermals'®?

to gain height by circling in tight curves as close as possible round the
centre of the thermal. This way of flying is called thermal soaring.'®* Even if eagles are
often seen soaring in this way I find such a flying technique somewhat odd for an eagle
having a snake in its talons. In such a situation an eagle should be expected to fly more
directly to the nest, a tree, or some other goal. It thus seems that the passage above here
functions as an epithet that accurately describes an important characteristics of eagles.
The description skirting the army on the left (12.201) emphasises the spatial position of
the bird in relation to the human warriors beneath. Since the left side is usually the
unlucky side in the //iad, it possibly means that this eagle flew by on the left side of the

Trojan army and that it should be interpreted as a bad sign and/or as a warning.'®

182 LSJ dhmérs ‘high-flying, soaring’.

183 A thermal column or thermal is a column of rising warm air in the lower altitudes of the earth’s atmosphere. The sun warms the
ground, which in turn warms the air directly above it. Bradbury 2000.

184  Videler 2005, 150. Cramp & Simmons describes birds’ soaring as a circling flight that usually is performed in a narrow altitudinal plane
or with ascent, of a bird that holds its wings fully extended in fixed attitude. Cramps & Simmons 1980, 5. Also see Erritzoe et al. 2007,
238, 257.

185 On divination from birds see chapter 1. Hainsworth points out that Aadv é2pywy (12.201) occurs only here and in the repeated line
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The passages that describe that the eagle carried the snake in its talons (12.207), that it
was struck by the snake (12.204—205), and that it threw the snake to ground (12.206),
all refer to natural conditions and to ornithology. Some species of eagles, especially
the Short-toed Eagle, hunt snakes and it sometimes happens that an eagle is forced to
drop.”®® Line 12.207 that describes that the eagle himself with a loud cry sped away down
the blast of the wind (12.207) indicates that the eagle lost the control and initiative, but
it did not however fall completely but was still carried by the wind. The passage further
refers to an eagle who made a loud call just after it was struck by a snake. Eagles have
different calls that they use in different situations, but I have not found any reports
on how eagles sound in a situation like this. When Polydamas described the eagle he
repeated what had already been said by the poet, but without mentioning that it was
struck by the snake. Perhaps the idea was to show that Polydamas was not aware of that
the eagle was struck by the eagle and that this knowledge was restricted to the poet
and the audience. Polydamas however added that the eagle suddenly let it fall before
he reached his dear nest (...) to bring and give it to his little ones (12.221-222). This part
of Polydamas description refers to ornithology since eagles, especially the Short-toed
Eagle feeds its young with snakes.’®” In his speech Hector mentioned birds long of wing
(12.237)"®® which indicates that the eagle that they had seen was a long-winged species.
When Hector mentioned birds #hat go to the right toward the dawn and the sun, or to the
left toward the murky darkness (12.239—240) his words do not refer to naturalistic ideas
of eagles but to divination from birds, which are ideas that Hector said he rejected.
However, his critical words indicate that living ideas of birds as signs being parts of
omens existed among people and that they paid attention to different kinds of birds
and their spatial positions.

The Short-toed Eagle is called “Snake eagle” in many languages.'® It is a medium-
sized, broad-faced, usually dark-hooded snake eagle. In flight, the long wings and
narrow tail are characteristic and the wing beats are powerful and resemble those of

the Golden Eagle. The Short-toed Eagle is specialised to hunt snakes and it takes both

12.219. He finds that it reflects the fundamental sense of ¢2pyw “bar the way” and suggests that the eagle flew “across the front of the
army” from right to left, i.e., from east to west, as appears from line 240, since the Trojans are facing north. Hainsworth further
suggests that we are looking at the ominous eagle from the Trojan point of view. He translates “to the left of the Trojans.” Hainsworth
1993, 340. Also see Willcock 1978, 317; Willcock 1976, 141 and Leaf 1900, 539.

186 A species that may have been used as a model for the snake in the scene is the Whip Snake, Coluber jugularis, that is a large day-active
snake that is bright red on the throat and belly. It is not poisonous but very aggressive and defensive when caught and restrained. It is
known for its painful bites. The length can reach 2—2.5 m. Coluber jugularis is distributed today in the southwest and south Turkey. It
is commonly seen in the ruins of ancient Ephesos. Information from Géran Nilsson, zool. Prof. Géteborg. Bakaloudis et al. report that
Coluber jugularis featured prominently as preys in nests of Short-toed Eagles in the Evros province in north-eastern Greece. Bakaloudis
etal. 1998, 821-828.

187  See Cramp and Simmons 1980, 98.

188 LS] s.v. tavintéeuf “...olwvol 11.12.237; Gemn19.350." See also tavimregos ‘with extended wings, long-winged.” See also 77. 19.350 in SCENE
28.

189  German: “Schlangenadler”, Dinish: “Slangeorn” and Swedish “Ormérn”.
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non-poisonous and poisonous species.'”®

If the prey is small enough, it is carried into
the air where it is manipulated with the feet and the head is crushed and neck broken.
The Short-toed Eagle has a variety of calls. The utterances are mostly a clear, sharp,
whistling “kiiii...” or a “..ioook”, or “ieueueuk” that is more variable in pitch and end-

ing with a low, dry sound.”"

Interactions and functions in the scene

The scene is complex and interactions occur at many levels. The eagle and snake are
shown in a rather even combat in the air where the snake defended itself and struck
the eagle. At that the eagle was stung with pain. It lost its grip and had to drop the
snake. Perhaps the snake can be seen as the stronger part since it managed to struck
the eagle and since the eagle dropped it. After the eagle had been struck by the snake
it cried loudly and sped away down the blast of the wind. It seems that both animals
survived."”?

When the Trojan warriors observed the eagle coming with the snake they were in the
middle of an important war situation — they were trying to get through the Achaean
wall. From their perspective the eagle-snake event must have been considered unusual,
and even more unusual that it took place just at this moment. The animal event af-
fected their motivations since they stopped trying to break down the Achaean wall.
Their reactions indicate that they interpreted the eagle as a sign or as a part of a sign.
At least they considered that it might be a sign together with the snake. The result was
that the Trojans’ got confused and that their fighting spirits were reduced. Polydamas
and Hector then had a serious discussion and interpreted the event in different ways.
Polydamas saw the eagle as a sign that had come to warn the Trojans troops against

1193

breaking down the Achaean wall'” and Hector rejected the eagle as a sign that had

come with special implications for them. Hector could in no way forger the counsels of

190 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 98, and Bakaloudis et al. 1998, 821-828.

191 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 98, 101.

Thompson also suggests Short-toed Eagle. He further emphasises the ancient interest in raptors choice of prey, such as the names or
epithets “Duck-killer”, “Hare-killer” and “Fawn-killer”. Thompson 1936, 3. Also see Boraston who suggests that a/ztog timérag, the
High-flying Eagle, was Bonelli’s Eagle, Hieraaetus fasciatus. Boraston 1911, 216, 234—236. Pollard comments on the scene but without
identifying the eagle. He says however that “Homer’s omens are dramatic and contrived (...) All of them are drawn from nature. Most
of them are convincing and indeed could be observed in Greece today.” Pollard 1977, 122. For eagles in ancient sources see Arnott 2007,
2—4; Thompson 1936, 2—-17; Keller 1913, 1-6. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who identify the a/eto/ that occur in Homer not as species
but as “Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

192 Hainsworth discusses that the eagle and snake, which was probably a favourite combination in mantic art, make up a powerful omen,
as the eagle was the bird of Zeus and the snake the symbol of chthonic power. He further refers to the parody in Aristophanes, Eg.
197-198. Hainsworth 1993, 340. Concerning the mythical or legendary aspect of the eagle and serpent see Thompson with references.
Thompson 1935, 5. Thompson further points out that the eagle with the serpent or dragon, does not occur only in classical coinage
(Chalcis, Agrigentum, Elis), but also on Persian and Egyptian sculptures. Thompson 1936, 13.

193 Hainsworth discusses that Polydamas “is no Seompdnos, cf. 228—9, but Homeric omens do not usually seem to demand much in the
way of arcane knowledge for their interpretation. The eagle, of course, is the bird of Zeus, as the hawk is to Apollo (Od. 15.526), and
indicates the provenance of the omen, cf. 24.315-20.” Hainsworth1993, 341. Also see Hearth, who emphasises Polydamas’ concerns for
his city and family, Hearth 1999, 398.
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load-thundering Zeus, that he himself promised me and nodded in ascent (12.235—236)"*.
He said that he did not take thought of whether they [birds] go to the right toward the
dawn and the sun, or to the left toward the murky darkness (12.239—240)."° It seems that
Hector was annoyed about the eagle and could not accept Polydamas’ interpretation
since it did not suit his own plans. Hector’s goal as the military leader of the Trojan
troops was to continue the military “path” forward and to burn the ships, see line
12.198. It is likely that the idea was that Zeus sent this eagle since the poet describes the
snake as a portent of Zeus (12.209) and since Zeus sent away the eagle with the fawn in
SCENE 9 and in SCENE 35. It thus seems that Zeus wanted to communicate something to
the Trojans and it is plausible that it was a warning or perhaps the idea was to confuse
them or test them. At least we can see that the result of the animal event was confu-
sion among most of the Trojans. According to Hainsworth there is no doubt that this
omen was sent by Zeus and that it conceals the ambiguity of Zeus who first warned the

Trojans to desist and then urged them to attack, see //. 12.252—253.¢

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

If we leave the eagle’s immediate functions in the scene and its effects on the Trojan
warriors and consider its possible wider functions in the primary narrative of the //iad,
I would like to ask why a Short-toed Eagle eagle interacting with a snake was chosen for
the scene, and why it was important to show that the snake defended itself and struck
the eagle? As argued before, kings and great warriors in the //iad are often parallelled to
eagles in metaphorical passages.””” Snakes are also associated with kings and prominent
warriors."”® Since animal signs being part of omens seem to signify the future concerning
human activities in the //iad,”* one could see the eagle as being a future-projecting,
symbolic representation of a pre-eminent warrior among the Trojan-Lycian troops, i.e.,
more specifically of the Lycian King Sarpedon, who will soon be attacked by Aias

l 200

(represented by the snake) when Aias is defending the wal

194 This passage refers to /L. 11.192ff (=207 ff.). According to Jones, Hector had Zeus’ promise for the rest of that day. He adds that it could
be foolish to reject omens in the way Hector does in the scene. Jones 2003, 189. See also West 2011, 268.

195  Also see SCENE 16 where Hector ignored another high flying eagle. Hainsworth remarks on Hector’s “happy-go-lucky (or fatalistic)
approach to war and contempt for divination” and refers to //. 16.859—861. Hainsworth 1993, 342. Hainsworth further comments
that Hector’s response lies in its clarification of his attitude. He puts his trust in Zeus and his faith both spurs and blinds him to
observe every warning. Hector relies on the promise of Zeus given at /1. 11.207-210. I agree with Hainsworth when he says that “but
to any pious mind his words would represent a fatal illusion. In tragedy contempt for oracles is always a sure precursor of doom.”
Hainsworth.1993, 399, 343. Jones points out that “bird omens, most of which are sent by Zeus (209), never fail; those who reject them
signal their own downfall, as Hector does.” Jones 2003, 188. According to Willcock “Hektor’s scorn for omens is hardly sensible, and
borders on blindness and delusion.” Willcock 1978, 317. Also see Willcock 1976, 156.

196 Hainsworth 1993, 340.

197 See SCENE 19 (Hector), SCENE 24 (Menelaus), sCENE 29 (Achilles), and sceNE 33 (Hector).

198  See /. 11.26 (Agamemnon) and /. 22.90—-97 (Hector).

199  See the sparrows in sCENE 1 and the eagle in SCENE 9 with interpretations.

200  Also consider that the defence of the Achacan wall was an important subject for the Achacans before the eagle and snake turned up,
see “The background of the scene”. Consider also the aggressive and defensive nature of the Whip Snake, see note 186. The Achaean
wall is also in focus through the eagle and snake turning up when the Trojans were eager to cross over it.
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Let us see what happens after the snake-cagle event has taken place. 7/. 12.290-309
says that Zeus first roused Sarpedon, who was also Zeus’ son, against the Achaean
wall, i.e., Zeus roused Sarpedon against the Achaeans, like a lion against sleek cattle (1.
12.292-293).2%! Sarpedon was then urged by his spirit 20 rush on the wall (Il. 12.307—308).
In /. 12.400—401 Aias and Teucer acted as the strong human defenders of the Achaean
wall. Then Zeucer struck him [Sarpedon] with an arrow on the gleaming baldric of his
sheltering shield about his chest (12.401—402), but Zeus protected Sarpedon so that the
arrow did not hurt him badly, see 12.402—403. Compare here with the eagle-snake
scene where the snake struck the eagle on almost the same spot, i.e., on the chest beside
the neck (12.204—205). Soon after Sarpedon was attacked by Aias who leapt on him and
thrust against his shield, but the spear-point did not pass through, but he made him reel in
his onset. So he gave ground a little from the battlement, yet withdrew not entirely, for bis
heart hoped to win glory. And he wheeled about and called aloud to the godlike Lycians (I1.
12.404—408). Interestingly Sarpedon was affected by Aias’ attack and he lost control
like the eagle in the scene, and it seems that he was not badly wounded. Sarpedon then
asked his Lycian comrades to help him breach the wall and make a path to the ships
(Il. 2.411).7°* Compare with the eagle that sped down the blast of the wind, 12.207: it
seems that the eagle continued on its way forward as did the Trojans and their allies,
who moved towards the Achaean ships that they desired to set on fire, see line 12.198.
Finally Zeus granted Hector the right to be the first to leap inside the Achaean wall,
see 11. 12.437—438 and I/. 465—466.2%

201 Itis notable that King Sarpedon, at this moment when his human capacities are strengthened by Zeus, is described parallelly to a lion.
202 The same words are repeated by the poet in //. 12.418.
203 See also 7/. 16.558—559 that says that it was Sarpedon who was the first to leap inside the Achaean wall.
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Scene 14 — 1. 13.43-84
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But Poseidon, the enfolder and shaker of

earth, urged on the Argives, when he had come out from
the deep sea, in the likeness of Calchas, in form and untir-
ring voice. To the two Aiantes he spoke first, themselves
very eager: “Aiantes, the two of you will save the army of
the Achaeans if you take thought of valor and not of chill
rout. Nowhere else do I fear the invincible hands of the
Trojans who have climbed over the great wall in their mul-
titude, for the well-greaved Achaeans will hold all back;
but it is here that I am dreadfully afraid that some evil may
befall us, here where that madman is leading on like a
Sflame of fire, Hector, who boasts that he is a son of mighty
Zeus. But in the hearts of you two may some god put it to
stand firm yourselves, and to command others to do the
same; so might you drive him back from the swifi-faring
ships, despite his eagerness, even though the Olympian
himself is urging him on.”

With that the Enfolder and Shaker of Earth struck the
two with his staff and filled them with might strength and
made their limbs light, their feet and their hands above.
And he himself; just as a hawk, swift of flight, rises to fly,
and poising himself aloft above a high sheer rock, darts
over the plain to chase some other bird; so from them sped
Poseidon, the shaker of earth. And of the two swift Aias,
son of Oileus, was first to recognize the god, and immed;i-
ately he spoke to Aias, son of Telamon:Aias, since it is one of
the gods who hold Olympus who in the likeness of the seer
tells the two of us to fight beside the ships—bhe is not
Calchas, the prophet and reader of omens, for easily did I
recognize the signs he left of feet and of legs as he went
from us; and plain to be known are the gods—and my
own heart also within my breast is the more eager to war
and battle, and my feet beneath and my hands above are
eager.”

In answer spoke to him Telemonian Aias: “So too my in-
vincible hands are eager now to grasp the spear, and my
might is roused, and my feet are swift beneath me; and I
am eager to meet even in single fight Hector, Priam’s son,
who rages incessantly.”

Thus they spoke to one another, rejoicing in the fury
of fight which the god put in their hearts; and meanwhile
the Enfolder of Earth roused the Achaeans, who were in
the rear beside the swift ships and were refreshing them-
selves.

(L. 13.43-84)
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Background

After Hector and the Trojan troops had passed over the Achaean wall Zeus brought
them to the ships. Zeus then turned away his eyes from Troy since he did not expect
that any of the immortals would come and assist any warriors. But Poseidon, who sat
and watched the battle from the peak of Samothrace, took pity on the Achaeans and
being indignant at Zeus he ignoring Zeus’ prohibition*** and came to Troy in the like-

ness of the diviner Calchas in form and voice. There he met the two Aiantes.?®®

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 14 - /I. 13.43-84

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

iomé (13.62)

LSJ s hawk, falcon’
Cunliffe s.v.” A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

A bird of prey that swiftly flies away and darts over a plain to chase
another bird. A swift flyer that uses a high altitude as a starting
point for a hunt of another bird.

Unspecific
Aloft in the air above a high sheer rock and then over the plain.
High

A falcon, presumably a Peregrine, Falco peregrinus.

Form Metaphorical.
Interactions
Birds and birds Is intended to dart on the plain to chase a bird. A hunter and its

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

presumptive prey.

After Poseidon who in Chalchas’ form sped from the two Aiantes™
as a swift flying falcon, Aias, son of Oileus, realised that they had
met a god in disguise. According to him there was something
distinguishing in Calchas’ feet and legs when he left them, that
indicated that he was a god. They did however not explicitly iden-
tify which god he was. Both Aiantes reacted strongly to the event.
Their feet became swifter and their fighting spirits increased.

Birds and gods Describes how Poseidon sped away from the two Aiantes in a
falcon-like parallel way, being disguised as Calchas.
Functions * A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Poseidon

when he in the form of Calchas sped away from the two Aiantes.
* Brings information about Poseidon and his movements at this
moment in time and space.

204 Zeus prohibited the other gods and goddesses to assist the Trojans and Achaeans in /. 8.1-27.

205 1. 12.465-13.42
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Aspects Scene 14 - /I. 13.43-84

Functions * Marks that he departed from them very quickly and lightly.

* Marks that he moved very quickly and with ease.

* Poseidon’s falcon-like departure, speed, and movements function
as an indication or sign that the humans had just met a god in
disguise.

* The event increased their fighting spirits and capacities to run
fast.

* Gives Poseidon’s departure and movements a kind of wild, avian
hunter-character.

*I According to Janko the two Aiantes who were brothers in the //iad originally denoted Teukros and Aias, who clearly derived from the

early Mycenaean epic. Janko 1992, 48, so.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
Here we have a scene where Poseidon disguised as the diviner Calchas disappears in
front of two Achaean warriors as a swift metaphorical 7p%&>* According to the lexica

27 For a layman falcons and hawks

ion€ is a name used for both hawks and falcons.
are easily confused with each other especially if they are seen at a great distance. For
someone knowledgeable about birds in the field, falcons are rather easily distinguished
from hawks however by their longer and more pointed wings, and there are differences
in flying techniques, speed, and habits.

The first description of the 1gné says that it swift of flight, rises to fly (13.62). Janko
points out that wxUmtegog (13.62) is unique.’”® LS] translates it as ‘swift winged’. The
next description says that this bird is poising himself aloft above a high sheer rock, darts
over the plain to chase some other bird (13.63—64). These descriptions points at a falcon
rather than a hawk since falcons are known as raptors with fast wing beats. They fur-
ther fly more rapidly and are usually seen higher up in the air than hawks.

The Peregrine is the strongest of falcons in relation to size. It is medium-sized to large,

206 See also Janko who discusses that Poseidon left with the speed of a hawk and not in the shape of one as is clear from line 71f. According
to him 7éreaSar (13.62) introduces this image. Janko 1992, s0. See LS] s.v. méropar ‘of birds, /. 12.107, 13.62 (...) of any quick motion,
dare, rush, of men, 7/ 13.755, 22.143, etc.’

207 'Thompson points out that the etymology of #g7€ is quite obscure and that the word is non-Hellenic. He translates it as hawk and says
it was the generic term especially for the smaller hawks and falcons. He suggested however that the 7pn£ in I/. 21.493 was a Peregrine.
Thompson 1936 114-118. According to Boraston iZga€ was a general term for a hawk or falcon and suggested the Goosehawk, Sparrrow
Hawk, Peregrine, Saker, Merlin and Hobby. Boraston 1911, 216. According to Pollard it is not clear what 7gnéin the //iad meant. He
suggests that ipnfand xigxos were the names for hawk and falcon. He discusses that 7. 21.493 signified a falcon pursuing a Rock Dove
and suggests that the falcon was presumably a Peregrine, and that the 7pné that scatters Daws and Starlings in /. 16.582; 17.757 was
perhaps ment to be a Sparrow Hawk. Pollard 1977, 80—81. According to Janko 7§ is the general term for smaller raptors. Janko 1992,
s1. Arnott emphasises that Hierax is replaced by Iréx in the epic and Ionic dialects. He further says that generally the name refer to all
diurnal raptors smaller than the large Eagles and Vultures, but “nevertheless, when a reference to a Hierax/Iréx is embellished with
descriptive details, a specific identification can sometimes be achieved.” Arnott 2007, 67, se also 66—68. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest
that ipné and xigxog is a Perigrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For falcons in ancient sources see also Keller 1913, 13—26.

208 Janko 1992, 51. See LS] s.v. @xintegos ‘swift-winged, fpné 1. 13.62". Cunliffe: ‘Swift-winged. Epithet of the falcon...N62".
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is “chest-heavy”, and has a compact body and a “bull-head”.?*” The wings are broad-
based and rather pointed, the rump is broad and the tail is relatively short. The adult
has a dark uniform head and upperparts, and a strong facial pattern including a more
prominent moustache than any other large falcon. The underparts are finely spotted
black on the chest and barred black on the rest. The sexes are similar.’® The Peregrine
has distinct hunting methods. When hunting it uses a quick pursuit flight. According
to Génsbel no other bird can reach such a speed with so few wingbeats.?'! In the pursuit
flight it first arises above the prey and then prepares for a rapid stoop. The estimated
speed for a stoop is 160-410 km per hour, and at least 240 km per hour is considered
feasible.”'* The Peregrine almost exclusively takes other birds as prey. The majority of
these are taken on the wing usually over open country and over water. Common preys
are doves, starlings and thrushes, but the species varies extremely depending on the
type of habitat.””’ The Peregrine mainly breeds on steep coastal cliffs or in mountains
as well as on cliffs in lowlands.?™ Since the description of the bird in the scene focusses
on rapid flight, arising in the air, and chasing of other birds, my suggestion is that the
iom& in the scene is a Peregrine.

Interactions and functions in the scene
When the falcon is used to signify Poseidon (in the form of Calchas) the focus is on his
very quick and light departure from the two Aiantes. It is not surprising that Poseidon
is able to move in a way that is similar to a falcon since he is a god with divine powers.
A falcon’s flying capacities, speed, and lightness of movement, however, exceed human
movements and capacities and it was probably the remarkable speed and lightness in
Calchas’/Poseidon’s departure and movements when he left the two Aiantes that made
them react and believe that they had experienced something unusual and that they had
met not Calchas but a god in disguise. It was Aias, son of Oileus, who was the first to
recognise the god after Poseidon sped away from them in this particular way. In this
way these birdlike details function as an indication or a sign that signifies for humans
the presence of a disguised god when he was on earth. The two Aiantes could not iden-
tify which specific god they had met, only that he was a god.*”

Something important in the scene is that the two Aiantes reacted strongly to the event

209  Cramp and Simmons 1980, 361 and Svensson & Grant 2006, 98.

210 Cramp and Simmons 1980, 361.

211 Génsbel 1995, 384. See also Cramp and Simmons 1980, 362.

212 Cramp and Simmons 1980, 366. Also see Svensson & Grant 2006, 98.

213 Génsbel 1995, 242; Svensson & Grant 2006, 98; Cramps and Simmons 1980, 365-366.

214  Svensson & Grant 2006, 98. See also Cramp and Simmons 1980, 362.

215 See also West who suggests that Poseidon’s departure reveals his divinity. West 2011, 274. West further argues that the gods’ disguise is
not always perfect and that their divine nature sometimes betrays itself. West 2007, 133.
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where Poseidon’s falcon-like departure and movement were important for their reac-
tions. The effect of the meeting end experience was that their fighting spirits increased
and it seems that their capacities to run fast also increased. In a sense the quality of the
falcon’s speed and lightness in movement seems to have been transferred to the two
Aiantes after the meeting with the god, who appeared to them in a falcon-like way.?'®

The part of the metaphorical description that describes the falcon as a hunter that
is intended to chase some other bird (13.64) emphasises Poseidon as a wild and avian
hunter. From the moment after Poseidon had left the two Aiantes he intended to find
other Achaean warriors in order to rise their fighting spirits.

Scene 15 — I1. 13.526—539
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Background

Then over Ascalaphus they clashed in close fight, and
Deiphobus tore from Ascalaphus his shining helmet, but
Meriones, the peer of swift Ares, leapt at Deiphobus and
struck his arm with his spear, and from his hand the crested
helmet fell to the ground with a clang. And Meriones
sprang out again like a vulture, and drew out the mighty
spear from the upper arm of Deiphobus, and shrank back
into the throng of his comrades. And Polites, Deiphobus’
brother, reached his arms around his waist, and led him out
of dolorous war until he came to the swift horses that
stood waiting for him at the rear of the battle and the
conflict with their carioteer and inlaid chariot. These car-
ried him to the city groaning heavily in his distress; and
down ran the blood from his newly wounded arm.

(1L 13.526-539)

Poseidon spurred on the Achaean warriors to continue the fighting and the two Aiantes
and their battalions stood strong and awaited the Trojans and Hector to come towards
the ships. Hector led the Trojans, who advanced in a close throng. Teucer was the first
to kill someone, killing a spearman who fought for the Trojans. He rushed to strip him
of his armour, but Hector protected the body. Then Hector killed a warrior who fought
for the Achaeans and tried to steal his armour but he failed in this since the Achaeans
protected it and they pulled the two bodies away. The two Aiantes were like two proud
lions when they carried away Imbrius and stripped his armour.*”” Poseidon grew angry
because his son’s son had died, and he set out to rouse the Achaeans again at their
ships and huts. He first urged the Cretan leader Idomeneus on to fight so he and his

216 See also a passage where Aeneas says ...but Zeus saved me, who roused my might and made swift my knees (Il. 20.92-93).
217 1. 13.89-13.200.
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attendant Meriones, who was temporarily at the camp to get a new spear, turned to the
battle. These two fought in the left of the Achaean army since it was there there was
most need of strong and skillful warriors. They clashed with the Trojans by the sterns
of the ships as Poseidon and Zeus were fashioning trouble for the warriors of both sides.
Idomeneus roused the Trojans to flight by slewing and exulting over Othroyoneus.
Then Asius and his charioteer were killed by the Achaeans. At that the Trojan Deipho-
bus®® grieved for Asius and challenged Idomeneus. He did not however kill him but
wounded Hypsenor. At that Antilochus ran up to his comrade and with some other
help from the Achaeans they carried Hypsenor to the ships. Deiphobus then asked Ae-
neas for help in rescuing Alcathous. They clashed in close combat over Alcathous with
their spears. Ideomeneus struck Oenomaus and drew out his spear from the corpse. As
he drew back Deiphobus cast a spear at him but again he missed and instead struck
Ascalaphus, who was the son of Ares. Ares had however yet not heard anything of his

son’s fall in the war.?”

Analysis
Aspects Scene 15-11. 13.526-539
Ornithology
Greek bird reference aryvmog (13.531)
Lexica LS sv. ‘vulture’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘App. a general name for eagles and vultures’

Behaviour and characteristics | Sprang out again and then possibly drew out something from a
corpse and then possibly shrank back into a throng. The move-
ments seem to be very quick. In a metaphorical sense it is possible
to associate the throng of warriors to a group of vultures that have
surrounded a corpse. In such bird situations the movements have
to be quick so as not to be wounded by some other vulture when
trying to get a piece of meat from the corpse.

Time context Unspecific

Spatial context Unspecific, but is associated with the ground.

Ornithological accuracy Medium

Suggested taxonomic status | A vulture, plausible the Lammergeier, Gypaetys barbatus

Form Metaphorical

Interactions

Birds and birds Sprang out again to draw out something from a corpse and then

quickly shrank back into a throng of vultures

218 A Trojan and son of King Priam, brother of Helenus, //. 12.94-95.
219 1. 13.201-525.
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Aspects Scene 15 - 1/I. 13.526-539

Interactions
Birds and other animals -

Birds and humans Describes Meriones® in a Lammergeier-like parallel way when he
sprang out again and drew out his own spear from Deiphobus’
arm, and then shrank back possibly very quickly into the throng
of his comrades. The “vulture metaphor” indicates that there was
something unusual about him and his movements at this moment.
In a metaphorical sense it is possible to associate the throng of war-
riors to a group of vultures that have gathered round a corpse.

Birds and gods Meriones is described as the peer of swift Ares in 15.228.

Functions * A vulture-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Meriones
when he rushed forward to take back his spear from Deiphorbus
arm.

* Brings information about him and his movements at this mo-
ment in time and space.

* Marks his quickness and aggression in a close combat.

* Indicates his status as a warrior in the hierarchies of warriors.

* Emphasises his need for his spear.

* Gives his activities a kind of wild, avian character.

* Signals that it was something unusual and more-than-human
about Meriones and his movements at this moment which may
be a result of double motivation.

1 The attendant of the Cretan leader Idomeneus and second in command of the Cretans, 2.650—652. See also the “Background” of the
scene.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

Ornithological aspects of a metaphoric aryvmog?®® are used to describe Meriones and
his movements in a specific situation on the battlefield where a human corpse is lying
on the ground. More specifically the scene tells about a clash between Deiphobus®*!
and Meriones over Ascalapus®? who had newly been wounded by Deiphobus.?”> When
Deiphobus tried to plunder the fallen Ascalapus and take his helmet Meriones stabbed
him in his arm with his spear. The spear was struck in Deiphobus’ arm, and Meriones,
who wanted to retrieve his spear sprang out again like a vulture, and drew out the mighty

spear (...) and shrank back into the throng of his comrades (13.531—533). One can imagine

220 Concerning the name a/yvmidg, see SCENE 8.

221 See note 218.

222 Ascalapus was an Achaean, son of Enyalius/Ares and Astyoche and co-commander of the Minyans from Orchomenos, killed by
Deiphobus, see /. 2.602, 13.519. Enyalius in Greek mythology is generally a byname of Ares, the god of war, but in Mycenaean times is
differentiated as a separate deity. On the Linear B Knossos Tablet KN V 52 the name E-nu-wa-ri-jo is interpreted as this same Enyalios.
Chadwick 1976, 88 and fig. 37.

223 See Il. 13.516—520.
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that Meriones’ movements had to be quick so that he could continue to fight and
protect Ascalapus’ body and armour and protect himself with his own spear.?* Janko
finds it odd that Meriones darts forward twice, and does not simply stab his foe, extract
his spear and retreat. He says that “..the poet reran the action to include this second
comparison.”*?

Since vultures occur frequently in the /iad in relation to human corpses that lay on
the battlefield, and since Ascalapus’ body lay on the battlefield in the scene, a vulture
is an appropriate choice of bird here. This vulture, however, behaves in a somewhat
different manner than the other vultures in the //iad, the carrion-eating vultures, 70y,
since it is the quick movements of this vulture that are emphasised and not mainly its
cating habits. Also Janko observes that this vulture is different from the 70y in the
Iliad. He finds it closer to an eagle in its habits and suggests the Lammergeier.?** Other
scholars such as Pollard have also suggested Lammergeier for the vulture in the scene
and I agree in this identification.?”” I further suggest that aggression seems to be as-
sociated to Meriones” vulture-like activities since he violently protects Ascalapus’ body
and armour. He does not kill Deiphobus, however, but merely wound him in his arm,
which is, as we shall see, appropriate behaviours for vultures having fights with each
other over carrion.

Turning back to the scene context again it is said that Meriones shrank back into the
throng of comrades (13.533). It seems that he went back there since he felt safer there. As
have argued the throng of warriors may be likened here to a group of vultures that have
gathered round the corpse of a dead warrior. In such association the fighting Achaeans
and Trojans can be parallelled to vultures of different kinds, and Deiphobus’ effort to
rob Ascalapus helmet can be parallelled to a vulture who tries to steal a piece of meat
and bones from carrion. Perhaps the spear Meriones takes back can be associated with
a Lammergeier’s robbing of a large bone from a carrion or corpse.**®

In feeding situations vultures usually have ranking orders between species and within
species. The Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus, does not normally compete for food with

Gyps or Aegypius vultures, and waits until they have finished.?”” The Black Vulture,

224 According to Janko Meriones is like an a/yumdg because of his speed in darting after his spear. Janko 1992, 112. Also see Edwards, who
suggests that the vulture expresses the speed of Meriones on foot. Edwards 1991, 108-109.

225 Janko 1992, 112-113.

226 Janko further emphasises that hawks or eagles are usual in similes describing speed in attack. He adds that aiyvmiofin Il. and Od.
appear in different contexts. He refers to 7/. 17.460; 16.428 and Od. 22.302-6. Janko 1992, 112-113.

227  Pollard 1977, 79-80, 203, note 21 and 24, and 79 and 79, 203, note 21. See also Thompson 1936, 25-26; Boraston 1911, 216, 230-232;
Keller 1913, 27—30, and Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307, who all suggest the Lammergeier. For aiyvmdg in ancient sourses see also
Arnott 2007, 6—7.

228 'The continuing actions describe more plundering of fallen warriors and stripping of their amours. See for example /. 13.550—554. For the
Lammergeier’s specific feeding habits and use of bones for food, see SCENE 8. Also see Janko who says that the comparison implicitly
likens Deiphobus to the bird’s prey. Janko 1992, 112-113.

229 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 61.
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associates at the carcass with Gyps and the Lammergeier, but is dominant and aggres-
sive. In encounters at the carcass it drives away the Lammergeier in wild tumult.** The
Lammergeier is however not without aggression. It fight successfully at times for its
place at a carcass with larger vultures and the Golden Eagle.?®" There are also reports
that describe Lammergeiers in intraspecific fights over food. These are never mortal.?*?
As argued Meriones acts in a quick and aggressive way in the scene and I suggest that
his quick movements and aggression are likened to a Lammergeier’s behaviour regard-

ing ranking orders among vultures when feeding.

Interactions and functions in the scene

The war actions that takes place before the scene starts focus on close combat and on
the robbing and protection of the bodies and armour of fallen warriors on both sides.
When the aryumog, presumably a Lammergeier, is described in a way paralleling Meri-
ones’ actions, the focus is on his movements as he is fighting in close combat over a hu-
man body, that of Ascalaphus, and his armour. Meriones’ major intention is to retrieve
his spear from Deiphobus’ arm. As argued it seems that the vulture marks that he acts
in an aggressive and rapid way which further corresponds with an earlier description of
him where Idomeneus described him as being swift of foor (Il. 13.249). The Lammergeier
gives Meriones’ activity and state an avian character and I suggest that, when acting in
this way, he temporarily exceeds his human limits. How he could act in this way is an
open question. Perhaps the aryvmos marks that he was motivated not only by himself
at this moment but also by a god. Interestingly the poet describes Meriones as the peer
of swift Ares, see line 13.528 in the scene, which marks him as a special human. He is de-
scribed in exactly the same way also in 7/ 13.295 and //. 13.228. This specific bird further
indicates Meriones’ status in the hierarchies of warriors. If he had been one of the top
warriors he would plausible, have been shown as an eagle or a falcon if there had been a
suitable situation and certainly not in a close combat like this. The Lammergeier in the

scene further emphasises Meriones need for his spear in the continuing war actions.?*

230 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 89—93.

231 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 58—64.

232 Negro et al. 1999, 15.

233  Meriones had actually already lost a spear before this episode when his spear had got stuck in Deiphobus’ shield, see 7/. 13.254—258.

124



THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 16 — 1I. 13.809-837
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Background

And Aias came on with long strides, and was first ro chal-
lenge him.: “You are mad! Come close; why do you seek
vainly ro frighten the Argives? In no way, I tell you, are we
ignorant of battle, but by the evil lash of Zeus were we
Achaeans subdued. Your heart hopes, I suppose, to de-
stroy our ships, but be sure we too have hands to defend
them. In fact before that your well-peopled city is likely to
be taken and sacked at our hands. And for yourself I de-
clare that the day is near when in flight you will pray to
Jfather Zeus and the other immortals that swifter than falcons
may your fair-maned horses be that will carry you city-
ward, raising the dust of the plain.”

Just as he spoke, a bird flew by on the right hand, an eag-
le of lofty flight; and at that the army of the Achaeans
shouted aloud, heartened by the omen; but glorious Hec-
tor made answer: ‘Aias, witless in speech, you braggart,
what a thing you have said! For my part I would wish that I
were all my days as surely the son of Zeus who bears the
aegis, and that my mother were the queenly Hera, and that I
might be honoured like Athene and Apollo, as now this
day surely brings evil on the Argives, one and all; and
among them will you too be slain, if you have the heart to
await my long spear that will rend your lily-like skin; and
you will glut the dogs and birds of the Trojans with your fat
and your flesh when you have fallen at the ships of the Achaeans.”

So he spoke, and led the way; and they followed after
with a wondrous din, and the army shouted aloud behind
him. And the Argives from the other side shouted in an-
swer and forgot not their valour, but awaited the best of the
Trojans as they came on; and the clamor of the two armies
went up to the aether and the splendour of Zeus.

(1. 13.809-837)

Violent close combats continued between the Achaeans and Trojans close to the ships.

Many of the less prominent warriors were painfully wounded or killed and robbing ar-

mour continued. Aeneas and Antiolochus killed some warriors and Poseidon protected

Antiolochus when he robbed Thoon of his armour. Meriones then killed Adamas pain-

fully with his spear and drew it out of the flesh of Adamas’ belly. When Menelaus saw

Helenus kill Deipyrus he attacked Helenus, and one of Helenus’ arrows hit Menelaus’

breastplate but without hurting him. Menelaus then wounded Helenus” hand with his

spear. After killing Peisandros Menelaus accused the Trojans of never getting their fill

of blood and war that mercilessly affected everyone. When Hector understood that the
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Trojans were being killed on the left flank close to the ships, his plan was to rush away

to meet the Achaean elite warriors there. Polydamas however adviced Hector to call for

the best men and then organise the warriors in another way. This time Hector followed

Polydamas advice. Then Zeus incited Paris and Hector to fight. When the Trojan

troops were organised and were following their leaders Hector tried to create confusion

in the Achaeans but without success.??

Analysis

Aspects

4

Scene 16 - /1. 13.809-837

Ornithology

Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

ign§ (13.819)

aletog (13.822)

LS] sv. igné, ‘hawk, falcon, ..11.13.62, cf. 819”.

Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

LS] sv. atetog ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...I1.8.247, cf. 12.201...
favourite of Zeus...Il.24.310’.
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’.

ioné: A swift bird. The quality of speed is emphasised.
atzTog: An eagle of lofty flight flew by on the right hand.

iomé: Unspecific

atetog: The eagle appeared immediately after Aias had spoken to
Hector.

tomé: Unspecific but are associated with the air.

atetog: An eagle of lofty flight flew by on the right hand and above
the Achaean and Trojan warriors.

TomE: Medium

aleTos: Medium

iont: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus.

atetos: An eagle, plausible the Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos

Form ioné: Image
aletos: Physical
Interactions
Birds and birds Tomét: -
aleTos:-

Birds and other animals

234 1. 13.540-13.808.

tomé: Interactions between falcons and Hector’s fair-maned horses
concerning the quality of very high speed.
aleTog: -
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Scene 16 - /I. 13.809-837

Interactions

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

ioné: Aias used the falcons as a future image and as a point of a
reference to the quality of very high speed in a speech to Hector
where he prophesised about the future, see lines 13.810-820. He
used the “falcon speed reference” as a way to frighten and mock
Hector in a war context.

atetog: Appeared to the Achaean and Trojan warriors directly

after Aias’ speech to Hector. When seeing it the Achaeans shouted
loudly, and were heartened by the omen. Hector did not comment
on the eagle but replied to Aias in lines 13.825-832 and gave another
interpretation, which was also prophetic in character.

7om&: Interaction between falcons and Zeus and the other im-
mortals, since Aias mentioned them in his prophecy in lines

13.817—-820.

atetog: Tt is not explicitly said that this eagle was sent by a god,
perhaps Zeus, but since it is explicitly said that Zeus sent the eagle
in 7/. 8, and most likely in 7/. 12 it is plausible that this eagle also
was sent by Zeus.

Functions

fomt:

* Falcon-specific image that prophesises about the future.

* Aias used the falcons in a speech that predicted Hector’s future.

* Describes and predicts that Hector will soon be in a very risky
situation where he will be in great need of divine support.

* A point of reference concerning the quality of very high speed.

* Aias used the “falcon image” and “falcon speed reference” as a
way to frighten and mock Hector.

aleTog:

* An ambiguous eagle-specific messenger, sign and representation
that brings information.

Zeus’ hypothetical eagle messenger to the Trojan and Achaean
warriors.

Zeus’ hypothetical answer and confirmation to Aias’ speech.
A visual physical sign and omen that with its presence and physi-
cal position incicates Zeus’ presence and will. It gives an unclear

message concerning his will.

Indicates a positive message from Zeus to the Achaeans since
they were heartened by the eagle as an omen.

Hector did not comment on the eagle but claims that this day
will be fatal for the Achaeans at their ships.

* A possible symbolic representation of Hector who will soon
rush onto the Achaean ships as an eagle that hunts on geese, see
SCENE I9.
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Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

iomg

The information is sparse but Aias refers to the fg7xwv (13.819) as birds that are swift. He
even says swifter than falcons may your fair-maned horses be (13.819) which is an impos-
sibility without divine intervention since the fastest species of falcons move faster than
horses. The passage indicates that the speed of this bird was thought to be considerable.
Concerning the birds’ form the fpnxwy appear as an image with references to the future
and to a very high speed. I have chosen to place them in the category “image form”
and not “metaphorical form” since in my opinion they are not aiming at describing a
parallel and resemblance to the speed of the horses but a difference.?*

Falcons are the fastest birds of prey and especially the Peregrine, Falcon Peregrinus.
As has been reported it uses a quick pursuit flight and reaches an increadible speed
with few wingbeats.?¢ The estimated speed for the stoop is 160—410 km per hour, and
at least 240 km per hr is considered feasible.””” Since it is the quality of high speed that
describes the bird and nothing else, my suggestion is that the 7g%¢ in the scene refers to
the Peregrine. It also seems natural that Aias refers to the fast-flying Peregrine, and that
Hector, in a desperate situation, would pray to Zeus and ask him to make his horses
quicker than a Peregrine, the fastest of all birds of prey.*®

In a coming episode in the //iad the poet describes Achilles” fast hunt for Hector
and his final killing of him, and that episode seems to be related to the scene above.
At that hunt Achilles is metaphorically described as a xigxog, falcon (Il. 22.139), accord-
ing to Murray & Wyatt’s translation, and Achilles hunts Hector, who is parallelled to
a méAeta, dove (Il. 22.140). On that occasion both the warriors were not on chariots
driven by horses however but were on foot, see /. 22.139—140. Hector’s speed is thus
in this later context not faster than falcons but slower since a dove flies slower than a
falcon. After this hunt Hector was killed by Achilles and was finally dragged behind
Achilles’ chariot. His corpse raised the dust on the plain, see 7. 22.399ff., and compare

with line 13.820 in the scene above where it is Hector’s horses that raise the dust.??

235 Janko describes Aias’ /g7xwy as “his hawk-metaphor” that introduces a real bird, Zeus'’s eagle (24.310fF.).” Janko 1992, 146. I prefer to
refer to it as Aias’ “falcon-image” since I have chosen to distinguish “metaphor” from “image” in this study and since I will suggest
the Peregrine instead of hawk. For my definitions of the categories of form physical, metaphorical, transformation, image, and other, see
chapter 2.

236 Génsbol 1995, 384.

237  Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366. Also see Svensson & Grant 2006, 98.

238  According to Janko the hawk is the fastest bird and he refers to Od. 13.86f. He says that its speed is traditional in comparisons and
refers to /1. 13.62—65, 15.237—238nn. Janko 1992, 51-52, 145-146. For other scholars’ interpretations of the bird reference 71, see SCENE
14.

239  For asimilar interpretation, see Janko 1992, 146.
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aleTOS
Since the eagle was observed by the warriors it is identified as a physical bird. The de-
scription a bird flew by on the right hand (13.821) indicates that this bird was positioned
at the right side of something, which refers to the spatial aspects of birds and to divi-
nation from birds. We cannot say anything for sure how this eagle was positioned in
relation to the Achaean and Trojan warriors, but perhaps it flew by on the right side of
the Achaeans since they immediately shouted loudly and were heartened by it. If the
Trojans were standing opposite the Achaeans that would possibly mean that the eagle
flew by on their left (unlucky) side. The bird is further described as an eagle of lofty flight
(13.822). This descriptive epithet implies that the eagle was soaring high in the air with
extended wings which is an apt description of an eagle and its flying technique.?*
Because the information of the eagle is sparse, its description it only of medium
ornithological accuracy. I suggest a Golden Eagle since it is often seen flying high and

circling, and since this species seems to be closely connected to Zeus.**!

Interactions and functions in the scene

ton€ and areTog

It seems that Aias’ words about the falcons aimed to provoke and strike fear in Hector
in a war situation. Hector showed signs of irritation but not of fear.?** Aias referred to
the falcons as a speed reference and he used his “falcon image” in a predictive way to
express a possible future scenario that describes Hector in a risky situation and when
being in great need of divine support.

When the Achaean warriors had observed the eagle just after Aias’ speech they re-
acted immediately and collectively: az it they shouted aloud and were heartened by the
omen. (13.822—823). It is clear that there was no hesitation on their part and that they
were positive that this eagle was a favourable sign that had come to them with positive

news for the future. The practical function of the eagle is thus informative but also

240 Of eagles’ soaring on thermals (rising currents of warm air), see SCENE 13.

241 See sCENE 9. The Golden Eagle often circles at great elevations. This high-circling is often a part of the display but it also uses this
circling to gain height prior to travelling elsewhere. The Golden Eagle is not hunting when it is soaring high but at lower levels (up to
100 m) it is part of the main hunting technique. A high-circling bird usually rises entirely by soaring, though it will flap its wings if
necessary. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 239—240.

See also Pollard 1977, 76—79. For eagles in ancient sources, see Thompson 1936, 217, and Keller 1913, 1-6. Also see Voultsiadou &
Tatalos who identify the a/zto/ that occur in Homer not as a specific species but as “Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

242 Willcock emphasises that throughout the middle books of the //iad, Homer keeps reminding us of the confrontation of Hector and
Telemonian Aias. They met at //. 13.189—194 and clashed again in //. 14 and 7/. 15. Willcock 1976, 156. Jones comments on Aias” and
Hector’s challenge and insulting of each other in the following way, “These two best fighters on either side (in Achilles” absence) will
clash frequently in the following books (...) as Hector drives forward to fire the Greek ships and Ajax desperately tries to defend them.
This clash, however, stops almost at once, with exchange of insults but not of weapons, and resumes at 7/. 14.402ff. Some have thought
the intervening section (13.833—14.401) has been inserted into an existing Ajax-Hector duel sequence.” Jones 2003, 202. See also West
2011, 287.
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emotional and psychological since the eagle influenced their emotional states in a posi-
tive way. Appearing at excactly this moment the eagle further functions as a kind of
answer and confirmation of Aias’ words and as Zeus’” hypothetical messenger since the
poet does not confirm that this eagle was really sent from Zeus. As argued I suggest
that there are reasons to suspect that it was sent from Zeus as a messenger and sign
since it said explicitly in 7/. 8, and most likely in 7/. 12 that he sent the eagle. Interest-
ingly Janko emphasises that the poet does not state clearly whether Zeus sent this eagle
in order to maintain suspense in the audience about the degree of Zeus’ attentiveness.
This ambiguity is also expressed at the end of the scene where the poet tells us that the
clamour of the two armies went up to at3épa xai Awog avyag (13.837), translated as the
aether and the splendor of Zeus (13.837) by Murray & Wyatt. According to Janko, Arog
avyas reverts here to the theme of Zeus’ eyes. Janko further points out that the idea of
an all-seeing god is ancient and that it is aptly evoked in the scene. He adds that “we
are still in suspense: the din has only reached his eyes, not his ears!”*

Hector’s reply to Aias’ prophetic speech after the eagle had appeared is also prophetic
in character, see lines 13.825—832, but what he says about the future differs greatly from
Aias’ version. Another difference is that Hector expressed his prophecy after the eagle
turned up and not before. In my opinion it seems that Hector still relied on the coun-
sels of Zeus and the promises he had given Hector eatlier in the //iad.*** It seems that
these counsels and promises have made Hector blind to all signs that are shown to him

since that moment.?

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

aleTOS

If we consider the eagle’s possible wider functions in the wider context, i.e., in the
primary narrative of the /liad, I would like to ask whether there are any other reasons
why a high flying Golden Eagle was chosen for this scene in this situation? Apart from
Hector’s high flying ideas about himself and his divine lineage, he will soon, with the
help from Zeus, rush on the Achaean ships as an eagle, a Golden Eagle according to

my identification, that hunts among a flock of geese, crane and swans, see SCENE 19,

243 Janko 1992, 146-148. According to West Zeus’ attention is elsewhere. West 2011, 287.

244 Hector referred to these promises at /7. 12.235—236.

245  According to Janko Hector opens with abuse and with the presumptuous words I wish I were as surely the son of Zeus (13.825-828).
Janko further comments that if Hector was the son of Zeus and Hera, he would be immortal. He adds, “It is fine to call another
‘honoured like a god’, but to refer it to oneself, adding that one would be equal to Athene and Apollo, smacks of presumption.”
According to Janko verse 827 is associated with the ancient tradition of impossible wishes. He states that bird omens always come true
in Homer and that “scoffers like Hektor or Eurumakhos (Od. 2.181f.) are doomed to a bad end.” Janko 1992, 146—147. Also see Willcock
1984, 22. Leaf suggests that “...since Aias words are in the end to be fulfilled there is no reason why Zeus should not have confirmed
them.” Leaf. 1900, 6o.
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11. 15.688—695. Since in my opinion the physical birds in the //iad do not function only
as signs and omens for the human characters in the scenes but also seem to function
as future-projecting representations for particular human warriors and their coming

activities that exceeds the scene context?4¢

, and since kings and prominent warriors in
the Iliad are often parallelled to eagles in metaphorical scenes?”, I would like to sug-

gest that the eagle here functions as a symbolic representation of Hector, who will soon,

when being aided by Zeus, rush straight against an Achaean ship in SCENE 19.

Scene 17 — 1l. 14.283—293

283 "Idyy & inéaSny modvmidana uytéoa Smodv,

284 Aextoy, o mplotov Mimétyy ala Tw 0 émi yéoaou
285 By, dxgoraty 0¢ moddy Umo geicTo UM,

286 &S “Yrvos uev Eueive mapos Aos oooe i0éodal,
287 elc éatny avaBas megungnetoy, 4 o1’ dv "Iy
288 waxgotaty meguuia 1’ Hégos aidép’ iravey-

289 &Y o1’ oloiry memuxaouévos sidativoiay,

200 oguish Aiywed] évadiynios, v T’ év dpeaat

201 galrnida xixdqoxovar Seol, avopes 02 xUuIvor.

292 “How 0¢ xparmvios mpooeByoeto I'agyapoy drgov
2937 I0n¢ tmAdjs- 1D 06 vepeAnyeoéta Zels.

To many-fountained Ida they came, mother of wild
beasts, to Lectum, where first they left the sea; and they
went on to the dry land, and the ropmost forest quivered
beneath their feet. There Sleep halted, before the eyes of
Zeus saw him, and mounted up on an exceedingly tall fir
tree, the highest that then grew in Ida; and it reached up
through the mists into heaven. On it he sat, hidden by the
branches of the fir, in the likeness of a clear-voiced moun-
tain bird that the gods call chalcis, but men call cymindis.
But Hera swiftly came up to topmost Gargarus, the
peak of lofty Ida, and Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, saw her.

(1. 14.283—293)
Background

In the beginning of 7. 14 King Nestor saw a shameful act, the Achaeans in rour and
the Trojans high of heart behind them driving them on (Il. 14.14—15). The Achaean wall
was now broken down. Nestor pondered whether to go into battle or go to Achilles
and he decided to go and find Achilles. On his way there he met the kings who had
been wounded in the war: Diomedes, Odysseus and Agamemnon. Nestor said that
no wounded man would fight in war. Agamemnon expressed some bitterness towards
Zeus, accusing him of giving glory to the Trojans and for forgetting the Achaeans.
Again Agamemnon wanted to flee with the ships from the Trojans. At that, Odysseus
said that he wished that Agamemnon was not king over them. Diomedes wanted them
to return to battle and spur on the others even if they were wounded. They then went
back to the battle and Agamemnon led them while Poseidon urged them on to fight.
Hera observed Poseidon from Olympus and rejoiced. She also noticed Zeus at the peak
of Mount Ida. Hera considered how to distract the mind of Zeus so that he would not
intervene in the Trojan War. She anointed her body with oil and fragrance, combed

246  See SCENES 1, 9, 10, 13, and 35 with interpretations.
247 See sCENES 19 (Hector), 24 (Menelaus), 29 (Achilles) and 33 (Hector).
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her hair, dressed herself beautifully and asked Aphrodite to give her love and desire.
After this was done she sped away from Mount Olympus and came to Lemnos where
she met the god Sleep, the brother of Death. She asked him to lull the gleaming eyes of
Zeus to sleep as soon as she had lain down by his side in love. Sleep was clearly afraid of
helping Hera with this since he had learned a lesson previously when he had helped her
with a similar favour. On that occasion Zeus had been very angry when he awakened
and sought Sleep. Sleep would then have suffered much if Night had not saved him
from Zeus. When Hera offered Sleep one of the Graces to wed as a favour for his help
he changed his mind, however. Hera and Sleep then left Lemnos, they clothed in mist,

248

and sped lightly on their way towards Zeus on the peak of Mount Ida.

Analysis
Aspects Scene 17 - 1. 14.283-293
Ornithology
Greek bird reference wadxis (14.291)
xOuivdig (14.291)
Lexica LS] s.v. gaAxic ‘an unknown bird (cf. xduidig), Il.14.297

Cunliffe s.v. “The name given by the gods to a bird not identified
(cf. x0utdig) E291

LSJ and supplement s.v. xJuivdis ‘name of a bird...IL.14.297
Cunliffe s.v. “The name given by mortals to a bird not identified
(cf. gaAxic) Eao1.

Behaviour and characteristics | A clear-voiced mountain bird with two names, yaAxic and xduwdis.
The scene indicates that it likes to sit in high fir trees hidden by the

branches.

Time context When Sleep* sat on the tall fir tree and did not want to be seen by
Zeus. Daytime is indicated.

Spatial context Hidden by the branches in the highest fir at the topmost forest of
Mount Ida.*

Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status | An owl, plausibly the Scops Owl, Ozus scops.

Form Transformation

Interactions

Birds and birds -

Birds and other animals -

Birds and humans

Birds and gods Describes the god Sleep when he temporarily took the form of a
bird called gaAxic/ xuivdis at a moment when he did not wanted
to be seen by Zeus. It is intended that Sleep would later on lull

248 Il 14.1-282. Zeus to sleep.*3
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Aspects Scene 17 - /1. 14.283-293

Functions * Owl-specific form that brings information about Sleep when
he sat in a fir tree waiting to lull Zeus to sleep without being
noticed by him.

* Its physical form were taken by Sleep at that moment.

Used by Sleep as disguise.

* Emphasises how important it was for him not to be seen by

Zeus.

* Indicates his deep fear of Zeus.

* Indicates his status in the hierarchies among gods.

* Emphasises his wild and avian character especially concerning
his ability to disguise himself in a tree.

* Evokes tension as to whether Sleep saw Zeus and Hera or not.

1 “Tnvog, Sleep, is the brother of @dvatog, Death, see 71 14..231. At. 14.243—259 Sleep says that he will never use his powers on Zeus, that
is, lull him to sleep, because NU&, Night, had to rescue him the last time he did such a thing. Hera did however make Sleep changed his
mind, see 14.263-279 and the “Background” of the scene.

2 The modern Turkish name for Mount Ida in Turkey is Kaz Dagy.

3 See 11. 14.233—241.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The easiest and most natural path to take concerning the god’s (Sleep’s) physical ap-
pearance here is to conceive that he temporarily transformed his body into the form of
a bird called gaAxis and xuivdic** When being transformed in this way, hidden by the
branches of the fir,**° the risk of being recognised by Zeus was reduced®'. The descrip-
tion of the bird says that it was @ clear-voiced mountain bird that the gods call chalcis,
but men call cymindis (14.290—291). According to Janko, poets sometimes invented the
“divine” name, or called it divine to explain why there were two names, stressing their
privileged knowledge.***

Pollard points out that the meaning of both gaAxis and »xduwdis is unknown: garxis
has been taken to mean “bronze-like”, which Pollard thinks is a good description of
the colour of the Eagle Owl, Bubo bubo. Interpreting the word in this sense the ancient
commentator described the colour of the xiuwdis as ‘dark and verging on bronze’,
though there is no certainty that gaAxis is connected with gaAxdg, bronze. Pollard sug-
gests that it is natural to identify the bird with some nocturnal species like an owl or

nightjar.” The scene context further suggests that this bird prefers to sit in high trees

249 Most scholars have suggested that Sleep changes his form into a bird, see Thompson 1936, 187; Pollard 1977, 82; Janko 1992, 196; Kirk
1990, 240. See also SCENE 8, /. 7.54—66 where Athena and Apollo took the form of two Lammergeiers as they sat in Zeus’s oak.

250 Compare with SCENE 1 where eight young sparrows hide under the branches of a plane tree.

251 Also see SCENE 8 and interpretation.

252 Janko refers to Fowler, Phoenix 42, 1988, 98f. Janko 1992, 197.

253 Pollard 1977, 82.
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in the daytime — high firs, where it hides among the branches, and the natural environ-
ment is the highest forest of Mount Ida.

From an ornithological point of view a night-active owl is the first bird that comes
to mind since night-active owls sit and sleep in firs and other trees in the daytime and
they are masters in camouflaging themselves. Janko points out that the sxdundig was far
from being unknown and fabled and that it was a kind of owl that was known in lo-
nia, with an Anatolian name. According to him a bird that was sleepy by day certainly
suited Sleep best.”* There is one such species of owl that in my opinion suits the scene
perfectly and also fits the environment: the Scops Owl, Ozus scops.

The Scops Owl is a nocturnal, arboreal species that is found up to an altitude of
2000 m. It normally inhabits conifers and is found in lower-range mountains. The
plumage colour varies: some are brown-grey and some are rufous-brown. The latter
colour variant may refer to the word gaAxic. It hunts at night in the open but needs
ample cover to provide a quiet, shaded roosting site. It typically roosts in dense foliage
close up against trunks or branches for camouflage.”> When observing it at daytime it
looks sleepy, with its eyes almost shut. What is also typical for this species is its remark-
able ability to hide itself. When the bird suddenly becomes aware of being watched, it
adopts an upright position and then uses its plumage to camouflage it: in the bilink
of an eye draws the foot up and the bird tenses, sleeking its body plumage and raises
its ear-tuffts. The eyes are almost shut so that the bird faces the source of danger while
turning slightly away from it. The bird then draws its folded wings across its breast so
that the head looks over the carpal joint. The bird is perfectly motionless and resembles
bark of the tree behind it.”*® Further, the Scops Owl has a characteristic territorial call:
a constantly repeated, short, deep, whistling ’tyuh’ every 2—3 (4) seconds. It is easy to
mimic and is audible up to about one km. The female has a slightly higher-pitched ver-
sion and sings a duet with the male. The difference in sound is noticeable in the duet.”’
I would like to suggest that the old idea that Sleep and Death were brothers®® may be
associated with the nightly duetting between two Scops Owls.

To sum up, the descriptions of the gaAxig-xUudis shows a high ornithological accu-
racy. I suggest the Scops Owl for the bird in the scene because of its considerable ability

254 Janko 1992, 106. According to Willcock the gaAxic-xuivdis has not been identified. Willcock 1976, 161. Boraston suggested the Long-
eared Owl, Asio otus, which frequents conifers. Boraston 1911, 216, 240—241. According to Pollard gaAuxis-xduvdis cannot certainly be
identified. 1977, 19, 81-82. Also see Thompson 1936, 187. Voultsiadou & Tatolas describe this bird as unknown. Voultsiadou & Tatolas,
2008, 307. Arnott says that the precise identity of this bird is uncertain. He suggests that the gaAxig-xJuivdig in Homer is an Eagle Owl
or a Long-eared Owl. Arnott 2007, 27, 125.

255 Cramp 1985, 455, 457—458.

256  Cramp 1985, 458.

257  Cramp 1985, 461-462; Svensson & Grant 2006, 214—215.

258  See note *1, page 133.
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to disguise itself in trees, its sleepy expression, its typical call, and since it can be found

in the physical environment described in the scene.

Interactions and functions in the scene

Hera ordered Sleep to let Zeus fall aleep. She said, Lull to sleep the gleaming eyes of Zeus...
for me; as soon as I shall have lain down by bis side in love (Il. 14.236—237). Hera’s inten-
tion was to prevent Zeus from intervening in the Trojan War for a while. Sleep seems to
have hidden himself well in the tree as a Scops Owl: a successful disguise is important
since he must not be noticed by Zeus. Janko discusses how Sleep is keener not to be

seen by Zeus than not to see him.?’

One interesting detail concerning the Scops Owl,
as mentioned above, is that its eyes of are a/most shut when in camouflage mode, so that
in this way it is facing the source of danger while turning slightly away from it. About
5o lines later in the //iad it says that Zeus clothed Hera and himself with a golden cloud
so that not even Helios could see them. Zeus then clasped his wife in his arms and be-
neath them the earth made grass, lotuses, crocuses and hyacinths grow. Even if Helios
could not see Zeus and Hera perhaps Sleep could. The question whether Sleep observed
Zeus and Hera making love beneath him is an open question that evokes tension.
When Zeus was repleted with love and had fallen asleep, Sleep went to the ships of
the Argives where he told Poseidon to go and assist the Achaeans and grant them glory.
There was little time since Zeus was still sleeping.*®® The gaAxic-xiudig further em-
phasises Sleep’s wild and avian character especially concerning his abitlity to disguise
himself in a tree, and concerning his ability to be so quiet and discreet so that not even

Zeus, the all-seeing god, would notice him even at very close distance.

Scene 18 — 1. 15.229-245
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259  Janko 1992, 196.
260 See Il. 14.341-355.
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rouse in him great might until the time that the Achaeans
will come in flight to their ships and the Hellespont. From
that moment will I myself contrive word and deed so that
yet again the Achaeans may have respite from the roil of war.”
So he spoke, nor did Apollo fail to heed his father, but
went down from the hills of Ida like a fleet falcon, the
slayer of doves, which is the swiftest of winged things. He
found the son of the battle-minded Priam, noble Hector, sit-
ting up, for he lay no longer, and he was just now gathering
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241 dul £ yiydonwy érdgovs dtao dodua xal Dows back his spirit, and recognized his comrades around him,
242 n'a,z;gT’, émel wty é’f;/g/ga A/o‘g yéog a,/’fy/o/%om, and bis gasping and his sweat had ceased, far the mind Hf
243 drygot O’ loTauevos moooéey éxdepyos AmiMwy: Zeus, who bears the aegis, revived him. And Apollo, who
244 ““Exrop vi¢ Ipidporo, T 4 0¢ ob véoow dn’ aMwy works from afar, came up to him, and said: “Hector, son of
245 o’ Simmedéwy; 7 mov Tl ae widog ixdver;” Priam, why is it that you sit here fainting apart from the

rest? Is it perhaps that some pain has come on you?”

(1. 15.229—245)
Background
After Hera had tricked Zeus to come to bed and Sleep had made him slumber, Posei-

don assisted the Achaean warriors eagerly. The Achaean kings marshalled the warriors
even if they were wounded while the Trojans opposite them were marshalled by Hec-
tor. The war continued. Aias struck Hector with a stone and he fell to the ground. Poly-
damas and the best men then protected Hector with their round shields and carried
him out from the toil of war. He recovered later at the Xanthus River.?*' When Hector
was wounded, the Achaeans,?*? who were aided by Poseidon, were even more victori-
ous. When 7. 15 starts Zeus awoke on Mount Ida beside Hera. When he saw Poseidon
among the Achaeans chasing the Trojans and Hector lying on the plain distressed and
in pain, he felt pity and spoke angrily to Hera and threatened to whip her. At that Hera
shuddered and spoke insincerely to him. Zeus smiled and ordered her to call Iris to tell
Poseidon that he should cease getting involved in war and go to his own house. He also
asked her to tell Apollo to rouse Hector to fight again and to breathe strength into him
again. Zeus further expressed his other plans: that Achilles would send Patroclus out to
war, that Hector would slain him, that King Sarpedon would die, that Achilles would
slay Hector in wrath over Patroclus, and that Zeus from that moment would cause the
Trojans to be driven back from the ships until the Achaeans took steep Ilion. Iris and
Apollo then came to Zeus and at first Iris carried out his orders. When Poseidon got
Zeus’ message he left the Achaean armies. When the scene starts Zeus and Apollo are
positioned on the hills of Mount Ida and Zeus has started to give Apollo directions for

his mission.?¢

261 1. 14.350-14.439.
262 Especially Aias, the son of Telamon, see /. 14.508—522.
263 1. 14.350-15.228.



Analysis

Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 18 - /I. 15.229-245

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica
Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

ion§ (15.237)

LS] s.v. ‘hawk, falcon’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

A bird of prey that flies fast and is regarded the swiftest of winged
things. It preys on and kills doves.

Unspecific

Unspecific, but associated with the air. Went down from the hills
of a mountain.

High

The Peregrine, Falco peregrinus.

Form Methaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds The falcon kills dove. A hunter and its presumptive preys.

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods Describes Apollo in a falcon-like parallel way when he left Zeus
and went down from the hills of Mount Ida. He was supposed to
meet Hector and rouse great strength in him.

Functions * A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Apollo

when he went down from Mount Ida and moved towards Hector.

Brings information about Apollo and his movements at this
moment.

Indicates that he left and disappeared from Zeus quickly.

Indicates that he transported himself very quickly, powerfully
and with ease towards Hector.

Gives Apollo’s departure and movements a kind of wild and
avian hunter/killer character.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The 7gné appears in metaphorical form in the scene. According to Janko Apollo was

probably like the bird in the scene because of his speed, not because he takes avian

form.?** Jones suggests that Apollo moves with the speed of this bird, not in its form.

This is the third time an 7gn& occurs in the /iad.>*® Also in the previous two scenes in

264 Janko 2002, 252.

265 Jones 2001, 215. Also see Leaf 1900, 120.

266 For the previous occurrences, see above, SCENES 14 and 16, interpretations and notes.
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11. 13, the speed of this bird was emphasised. It is now described as #he swiftest of winged
things. (15.238). As argued, the Peregrine is considered the fastest bird of prey at least if
one considers its fast stoop The estimated at 160—410 km per hour.>” Svensson & Grant
say that its speed suddenly increases when a prey is spotted.**® According to Génsbel no
other bird can reach such a speed with so few wingbeats.?®

The bird is further described according to another aspect, that of killing, that is, as
the slayer of doves (15.239).*”° Since the Peregrine is known as a skilful dove hunter, this
description tallies with the species.””! The physical environment is Mount Ida, since
it was from there Apollo went down like a falcon. Peregrines are found in mountain-
ous environments. For breeding they need cliffs, crags, or other undisturbed environ-
ments.”’? To sum up, the descriptions of the g7 shows a high ornithological accuracy

and I suggest the Peregrine.

Interactions and functions in the scene

The falcon mainly interacts with Apollo in a parallel, metaphorical way. Since a Per-
egrine flies at a considerable speed from a cliff or mountain peak, I suggest that it im-
plies that Apollo departed and disappeared very quickly from Zeus, and that he moved
quickly and with ease and power towards Hector. It is not surprising that Apollo was
able to move in such way since he was a god. Why the falcon is described in a hierar-
chic relation to doves — as a slayer of doves (15.238) — is more ambiguous. The description
focusses on the falcon as a deadly hunter of doves and by its metaphorical force it em-
phasises the character of Apollo as a fierce and deadly god. Apollo did not kill Hector
however when he met him at Troy. Instead he spoke to him, revealed his identity, and
advised him to urge on his charioteers against the ships.?”? Apollo told Hector that he
himself would take the lead and send the Achaean warriors into flight. After Hector
had received great strength from Apollo he left him swiftly and forcefully, and he was
at this moment like a horse that thundered over the plain looking for mares. When

267 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366.

268  Svensson & Grant 2006, 98.

269 Génsbel 1995, 384.

270 LS] s.v. pacaogivos ‘dove-killing, ipné 1. 15.238

271 Boraston suggests a falcon killing a Wood Pigeon, Boraston 1911, 226—227. Janko says that gagoogévos is a hapax in Homer that was
later the name of a type of hawk. Janko 1992, 252. See also Jones 2001, 215 and Thompson 1936, 300—302. Cramp & Simmons reports
that Peregrines almost entirely feed on living birds and that includes an extremely wide range of species. The prey range in size from
the Goldcrest, Regulus regulus to the Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea and goose, Anser. In some parts of the world birds such as pigeons,
starlings, thrushes, and other small birds taken. European data in breeding season emphasises the importance of Feral Pigeons as the
main prey, as well as starlings and thrushes. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366—367.

272 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 362.
Janko points out that fpnéis the general term for smaller raptors. Janko 1992, s1. Voultsiadou and Tatolas suggest that ipnéand xigxos
is a Peregrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For falcons in ancient sources see also Arnott 2007, 66—68; Thompson 1936 114-118;
Keller 1913, 13—26. For other scholars interpretations of the bird reference 7pné see also SCENE 14.

273 See IL. 15.253—259.
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the Achaean warriors saw Hector, who recently had been badly wounded, coming on
them like this, they were seized with fear. Hector and the Trojans then slew many
Achaeans.”” When considering Hector’s activities and state after the interaction with
Apollo, it is almost as if the two sequences in the scene that focus on the falcon’s speed
and deadliness had had an impact on Hector or were transferred to him so that even
he became as swift-footed and deadly as the falcon for a while.””> As Janko suggests,
“Apollo will bring the Greeks the death a hawk brings fleeing pigeons or doves,” which

is also possible.?”®

Scene 19 — 1. 15.688-695

688 vyuai Te xai Mo aquuvéuey. o0d¢ uév “Extwe Nor did Hector
689 wipvey &vi Todwy ouady mina Swomprrdwy: remain among the throng of the mail-clad Trojans,

600 AN (g T’ bpviSwy meTenV@Y aleToc alSwy but as a tawny eagle darts on a flock of winged birds
691 ESvog égogudTar moTauoy Taga Bogroueviwy, that are feeding by a river’s bank — a flock of

602 ymyiv 4 yepdvwy 4 xixvwy dovligodeipwy, wild geese, or cranes, or long-necked swans — so

603 &¢ “Extwo 1uae veos xvavompgoto Hector made for a dark-prowed ship, rushing straight at
604 dyvtios aifac Tov 0 Zevg doey dmade it; and from behind Zeus thrust him on with exceeding
605 yetol wida peyddy, drouve 08 Aaoy G’ alrd. mighty hand, and roused the army together with him.

(1. 15.688-695)

Background

The fleeing Achaeans were forced inside their wall by Hector and the Trojans. Leading
the way Apollo dashed easily down the banks of the deep trench and pushed down the
Achaean wall so that the Trojans could march forward. Nestor then prayed to Zeus,
begging that they would not to be vanquished by the Trojans like this. When Patroclus
realized the situation, he hurried to Achilles to try to pursuade him to return to the
battle. Meanwhile Zeus protected Hector from being wounded. Apollo continued to
intervene in the human battles and Zeus urged the Trojans on.?””” They rushed on the
ships like ravening lions (...) and were fulfilling the orders of Zeus, who ever roused great
might in them, and distracted the hearts of the Argives, and took away their glory, while
he spurred on the others. For it was Hector (...) that he willed in his heart to give glory,
so that he might cast on the beaked ships unwearied, wondrous-blazing fire, and so fulfill
completely the monstrous prayer of Thetis (II. 15.592—599). Zeus had this in mind when he

274 See Il. 15.260-342.

275 For a similar but also different situation, see SCENE 14 and interpretation where the two Aiantes became swift-footed in their feet and
more bellicose after the meeting with Poseidon disguised as Calchas and departing from them as a swift “hunter-falcon”. See also West
who emphasises that Hector’s recovering is not only a result of Apollo’s intervention since Hector had started to recover already when
Apollo turned up. But this is, as West argues, “thanks to Zeus’ will, which is apparently conceived as operating from afar without Zeus
himself coming near; cf. 4617, West 2011, 303.

276  Janko 1992, 252.

277 1. 15.246 — 15.591.
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roused Hector to go against the ships even if Hector was eager himself.?”® The Achaeans
stood firm did not flee for a while, but when Hector was coming on them like a lion
falling on cattle that were grazing, they all fled in terror. Hector however slew only one
man, Periphetes of Mycenae, and it was not a very glorious way of killing him. Periph-
etes stumbled and fell backward and Hector was quick to notice and killed him with
his spear. The Trojans then came among the ships and Nestor begged the men to stand
firm and not turn back in flight. Athena thrust away a cloud of mist and Aias called
loudly to the Achaeans to defend their ships and huts.?””

Analysis

Aspects Scene 19 - /1. 15.688-695

Ornithology
aleTos (15.690)
2 (15.692)
vépavos (15.692)
soxvos (15.692)

Greek bird reference

Lexica LS] s.v. atetos ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...I1.8.247, cf. 12.201...
favourite of Zeus...Il.24.310°
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Ik1

LS] sv. gny ‘wild goose, Anser cinereus, ...11.2.460
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A goose’

LS] s.v. yépavos ‘crane, Grus cinerea, 11.3.3**

Cunliffe: ‘A crane’

LSJ: sv. winvos ‘swan, Cycnus olor, ....11.2.460™
Cunliffe sv. ‘A swan’

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

aleTog/xnv/vépavos/xinvog: A tawny eagle darts into a flock of geese,
or cranes, or long-necked swans that feeds on a river bank.
aleTos/ymy/vépavos/xinvog: Unspecific.

atetog: In the air, and presumably in a rather low altitude.
xm/yéoavos/xunvos: On the ground, on a river bank.
aleTog/yny/vépavos/ninvog: High

aflztog: An eagle, possibly an adult Golden Eagle, Aguila chrysactos
gnv: Greylag Goose, Anser anser

Yépavog: Crane, Grus grus

xunvog: Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus

Form

aleTos/ymy/végavos/xinvog: Metaphorical

278  See Il. 15.604—60s. This is a good example of “double motivation”. For “double motivation” see chapter 1.

279 Il 15. 606—-687.

140



THE BIRD SCENES

Aspects Scene 19 - //. 15.688-695
Interactions
Birds and birds aleTog/yny/vépavos/ninvog: An eagle that darts on a flock of feeding

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

geese, cranes, and swans that is feeding on a river bank. An indi-
vidual hunter and its presumptive prey.

atetos: Describes Hector in an eagle-like parallel way when he
rushed straight at an Achaean dark-prowed ship. The “cagle-
metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual and special
about Hector at this moment.

xmv/véeavos/rinvog: The Achaean ships. Describes no humans in a
metaphorical, parallel way.

atetog: When Hector rushed at a ship like an eagle it is said that
Zeus thrust Hector on from behind with an exceeding mighty
hand (15.694-695) which indicates that Zeus motivated and sup-
ported Hector at this moment.

wnv/yéoavos/ninvos: -

Functions

aleTos:
* An eagle-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Hector
when he rushed straight at a Trojans ship.

Brings information about Hector at this moment.

* Emphasises the speed, power and lightness in Hector’s move-
ments and attack.

* Emphasises his confidence and focus.

* Marks Hector’s high status as a human and as a warrior.

¢ Gives his activities and states a kind of wild and avian hunter-
character.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about Hector at this moment which can be understood as a result
of double motivation.

* Indicates that Zeus allows Hector temporary glory due to the

status of the eagle.

wnV/yéavos/nunvog:

* Goose-/crane-/swan-specific, metaphorical parallels that describe
the Achaean ships.

* Bring information about the ships.

* Mark the ships as a group of many.

* Mark the ships as targets for an attack.

* Give the ships avian characters concerning their shapes.

* Possibly signify, together with the dark-prowed ship, one
individual bird.

Anser cinereus is an older Latin name for the Greylag Goose, Anser anser.

Grus cinerea is an older Latin name for the Crane, Grus grus.

Cycnus olor is the Latin name for the species Mute Swan.

141



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

aleTog
The aietos appears in metaphorical form. It is described as a tawny eagle (15.690)*°.
Since there are eagles that are tawny in colour, reddish brown or russet, the description
is accurate in a natural sense. It is further said that the eagle darss on a flock of winged
Jowl that are feeding by a river’s bank — a flock of wild geese, or cranes, or long-necked swans
(15.689-692). Also this sequence refers to natural conditions for an eagle hunting for
prey and it indicates that the eagle’s intention was to kill. It can be concluded that we
are dealing with an eagle that has capacity to hunt and kill birds of considerable size.
It presumably also hunts in open habitats that include wetlands where these kinds of
prey occur.

The Golden Eagle is mainly an individual hunter. It takes mammals and birds from
the size of larks to cranes, Grunidae. It also hunts geese and swans, Anatidae. Most
preys are taken on the ground. The Golden Eagle rarely kills birds in mid-air, but will
pursue prey flushed from cover. The upper part of the plumage of the adult is dark red-
brown or brown, marked only by pale grey to yellow-brown wing-coverts. The juvenile
differs from the adult with dark brown plumage and a white panel along the bases of
the inner primaries and the outer secondaries on the tail. The lanceolate feathers of the
crown and nape of an adult have dark centres and a golden-buff or tawny edges and
tips. The under parts of the plumage are dark brown. To sum up, the description of the

eagle shows a high ornithological accuracy and I suggest an adult Golden Eagle.?®!

wV/Yépavos/nunvos
The guv/vépavos/nixvos appear in metaphorical forms. They are described collectively
and in three different groups: geese, or cranes, or long-necked swans (15.692). The only
description that distinguishes the birds is that the swans are described as long-necked

280 LSJ and supplement s.v. aidwy ‘fire, etc., dark red...IL. of bronze, bronze objects, dark red or brown 7. 4.48s...by poetic transf., of iron,
11. 4.448, Od. 1.184. 111. of animals or birds, reddish brown, tawny, immor IL. 2.839; afetés 15.690..., since sleek, shining, or fiery, fierce do
not suit all cases..pr.n. of a horse, 7/. 8.18s....IV. metaph. of complexion, dark, app. with the implication of manliness.’

Hammond translates as “a russet eagle”, Hammond 1987, 271.

281 Golden Eagles inhabit upland or mountain wilderness, and nests on trees or cliffs. In eastern parts of the West Palaearctic this specie
occurs in lowland forests or wetland terrain, where human population density is low. The Golden Eagle is the largest widespread Aquila
in Eurasia, but it is on average smaller than the Vereaux’s Eagle, A. verreauxii. Cramp and Simmons, 1980, 234—244.

Boraston suggests Bonelli’s Eagle, Hieraaetus fasciatus, for the eagle in the scene partly based on the fact that Hector was beaten off in
the end and that this was suitable for the simile that suggested the possibility of failure on the part of Bonelli’s Eagle. Boraston 1911,
216, 237. I do not agree with Boraston that Hector was failing in his attack since he actually grasped the stern of the Protesilaus ship, see
I1. 15.716—717, and since in a duel with Aias he made way for the Trojans who just after this duel set the ship on fire, see //. 16.114-123.
Bonelli’s Eagle further feeds mainly on medium-sized mammals and birds and has a dark-brown plumage without reddish-brown
colours. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 258—259. Also see Pollard 1977, 76—79. For eagles in ancient sources, see Arnott 2007, 2—4; Thompson
1936, 2—17; Keller 1913, 1-6. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who identify the a/ztof that occur in Homer not as species but as “Eagle”.
Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.
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(15.692).2%2 Even if geese and cranes are also long-necked birds, swans have even longer
necks which make the description accurate.

Furthermore, it says that the birds are feeding by a river’s bank (15.691). A river’s bank
is a natural place for these kinds of birds to feed and their collective feeding emphasises
their gregariousness.?®* Since I suggested that the Achaeans in SCENE 2 were parallelled
to Greylag Geese, Cranes and Whooper Swans, I find these species plausible for the
birds under discussion. The Greylag Goose, Crane, and Whooper Swan are all gregari-

ous, migratory birds.?®

Interactions and functions in the scene

@IETOS
No killing is described in the scene but hierarchies are shown since the eagle darts on
the other birds. The eagle is described as an individual hunter as opposed to the other
birds that are described in a collective way. It is the eagle that has taken the initiative.

The eagle interacts with Hector in a metaphorical parallel way since it is described
that he rushes straight against the ship like an eagle darting into a flock of birds. The
eagle is used to show that Hector as a human moved swiftly and with power and ease,
and that he was confident and was focussed on his goal. I agree with Janko, who has
pointed out that the eagle’s intention to kill the prey resembles Hector’s intention to
destroy the ship by setting it on fire.”®

I would like to suggest that it signals that his behaviour is not entirely human, but
also has elements of a wild avian hunter. Since no human under normal conditions has
the ability to move and attack like a powerful eagle, it seems that something very unu-
sual and more-than-human is happening here. It is my opinion that Hector is able to
behave like this at this moment because he at the same moment is receiving some extra
driving force from a god, in accordance with the concept of “double motivation.”** At
the end of the scene it is said of Zeus that from behind Zeus thrust him on with exceeding
mighty hand, and roused the army together with him. (15.694—695). This sequence tells
us that Zeus at this temporal and spatial point supported Hector and indicates that he

282 Also see I/ 2.460 and SCENE 2.

283 The activity, i.c., the feeding birds can be associated with the grazing cattle that the lion (a metaphorical parallel to Hector) was
focusing on earlier, see 7/. 15. 630—63s.

284  For the Greylag Goose, see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 413—422. For the Crane, see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 620—621. For the Whooper
Swan, see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 385—391.
Also see Pollard 1977, 83—84; Arnott 2007, 30-31 (goose), s2—54 (crane), and 122—124 (swan); Thompson 1936, 325—326 (geese), 68—76
(cranes) and 179-186 (swans), and Keller 1913, 220—225 (goose), 184-193 (cranes) and 213—220 (swans). Voultsiadou & Tatalos suggest
Greylag Goose for gy, Crane for yépavog, and Whooper Swan for xtixvos. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

285  See Janko 1992, 303—304.

286 For the concept of double motivation, see chapter 1. See also West who points out that it is uncharacteristic of Hector to leave his
troops. West 2011, 311.
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also supported Hector when the latter as an eagle attacked the ship: that is, he acted in
such unusual way because he was also motivated by Zeus.?®

Some 100 lines before the bird scene under discussion, Zeus’ intentions are openly
revealed: For it was Hector, son of Priam, that he willed in his heart to give glory, so that
he might cast on the beaked ships unwearied, wondrous-blazing fire (Il. 15.596—598).2%% It
thus seems that Zeus™ plan concerning the ship-/fire event was also to give glory to
Hector. When considering the bird scene and especially the moment when Hector is
described as a darting eagle, one asks whether the eagle was also used by the poet as a
way to indicate that Zeus is glorifying Hector for a moment of time. This is of course
an open question but I suggest that it is worth considering since the poet openly reveals
that Zeus supports Hector in the scene, and since in the //iad it is always elevating for a
human to be parallelled to an eagle or to another bird of prey or a Lammergeier.”® As
the strongest of birds, by itself, the eagle marks Hector’s high status as a human and as

a warrior®”. Its status is also affected by its close connection to Zeus.*”!

2/ Yépavos/nunvos
The geese, cranes and swans do not interact with any human characters but with the
Achaean ships in a metaphorical way. They signify a group of many that are targets
for an attack. As Janko has pointed, out there are apparent similarities in the physical
shape between these kind of birds and ships mainly because of the long necks and the
end of the bodies that resemble hulls and sterns of ships.?”* Other similarities are that
ships and these kinds of birds are both related to waters and wetlands and they can
also be seen on seashores and riverbanks. The sequence that tells us that Hector made
Jfor a dark-prowed ship (15.693) emphasises a specific ship as the goal of Hector’s attack.
Since Hector is already parallelled to an eagle that darts on a flock of geese, cranes and
swans, I would like to suggest that this specific ship is associated with one individual
bird within one of these flocks. It may seem confusing to resemble a greater number of

elements, i.e., flocks of birds, to one single element, i.e., one ship. But when considering

287  See also again J/. 15.604—605. According to Janko, Zeus’ hand is a metaphor for Zeus” power. Janko 1992, 304.
288  LSJ s.v. xiidos ‘glory, renown, esp. in war’. For the context to this passage also see the section the “Background” of the scene.
289  But see also the metaphorical cranes, geese and swans in SCENE 2 and interpretation. Janko points out that an attacking warrior is often

likened to an eagle or hawk chasing birds or other prey and refers to /. 16.582f., 17.460, 21.252f., 22.308-310. Janko 1992, 303. Jones
regards the eagle in the scene as a simile that is commonly used of warriors on the attack and refers to 16.582—583 and 17.460. Jones
2003, 221.

290  See SCENE 35 where an eagle is also described as the bird that is dearest to Zeus.

291 See in particular SCENE 9 and 35. West suggests that the geese, cranes and swans “ought to represent the mass of helpless warriors on
whom Hector swoops” and that these are replaced by a ship on line 15-633. West 2011, 311.

292 Janko argues for the parallel between the birds and the ships in a convincing way. According to him the “long-necked birds evoke the
ships’ thin curved prows and sterns.” He refers to /. 15.716—717 and points out that Geometric vase painters often put such a bird by the
ends of a ship, as if to make this comparison. He adds that “again a simile probably had a Geometric background, although LHIIIC
vase-painters certainly knew the Sea-Peoples’ bird-headed ships.” Janko 1992, 303. Concering the Sea People’s ships, Wachsmann refers
to the iconographic evidence of Ramses IIT’s relief at Medinet Habu dated to ca. 1176 BC. That scene is instructive for ship-based
warfare before the introduction of the ram as a nautical weapon. The ships’ sterns resemble birds’ heads. Wachsmann 1998, 166-173.
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Hector’s intention at this moment combined with the hunting technique of an eagle
and the natural behaviours of the gregarious birds, it makes sense. Hector wants to set
the Achaean ships on fire and he has to start with one of them. Hector’s war tactics
thus correspond to the hunting technique of an eagle that chooses one individual prey
among the masses of birds. We know from lines 15.704—706 that the individual ship
that Hector chose was that of Protesilaus,? but is it possible to identify one individual
bird among the flocks of geese, cranes and swans as the eagle’s victim? As seen the ship
is described as dark-prowed (15.693).>* If one considers the species of birds that have
been suggested one representative is more apt than the others for such description. The
Crane is the only of the three that is dark grey on the chin, throut and foreneck (ending
abruptly two-thirds down the neck), which makes a possible parallel to the dark prow

of Protesilaus’ ship.?> Even if the question must remain open, I find that we at least

have to consider such an association.?*°

Scene 20 — 1. 16.419—443

419 Zagmmdwy 0 ws olv 107 duiTgoyiTwyas ETaipous
420 géoa’ Umo IatgonAoto Mevortiadao dauévrag,
421 nénhet’ ap’ avmidéoiot xaSamwtousvos Aviiotgiy:
422 “aidws & Ao+ mooe pelyete; viv Jool éote
423
424
425 Tobag, émel moAA@Y Te xal éo9\@y yovvat’ élvaey.”

, o s ,
avTiow yag éyw Toid dvépes, bpea dasiw
0¢ TIS 00 xpaTéel xail On xaxa moAAa Eopye

426 "H ga, xai é€ dyéwy ooy Tevyeoty aATo yauale.
427 Iatgorndos & érépwSey émel ey énSoge diggov.
428 o' &’ ¢ T’ alyvmol yaubwvuyes aynudoyeila
429 TETEY @’ WmAG ueyara xhalovre paywyral,
430 ¢ of xexAqyovres ém’ aMgAoiaty Ggovaay.

431 Tovs 02 Dwy éAénae Koovou mais aymudouqtew,
432 “Homy 0¢ mpocéeine nagiywgryy Gloyoy Te*

433 “0 wot éyaw, 6 Té wor Sagmydova eidtaToy dvdody,
434 poip’ imo Iateonioio Mevortiadao dauivar.

435 Oy 0¢ wor npadin uéuove oeaiy ogualvovti,
436 % wiv Swov éovra wayms Gmo daxguoéoans

437 delw avagnalas Avring év miov Muw,

438 7 %0m Umo yeoa! Mevortiadao daudoow.”

293

But when Sarpedon saw his comrades who wear the tu-
nic beltless being vanquished at the hands of Patroclus,
son of Menoetius, he called aloud, reproaching the godlike
Lycians: “Shame, Lycians, where are you fleeing? Now be
swift to fight; for I myself will meet this man so that I may
know who this person is who so prevails, and who has done
the Trojans much harm, since he has loosed the knees of
men many and noble.”

He spoke, and leapt in his armor from his chariot to the
ground. And Patroclus opposite him sprang from his char-
iot when he saw him. And as vultures crooked of talon and
curved of beak fight with loud cries upon a high rock, so
with cries they rushed against one another. And the son
of crooked-counseling Cronos took pity when he saw them,
and spoke to Hera, his sister and his wife: “Ab, woe is me,
since it is fated that Sarpedon, dearest of men to me, be
vanquished by Patroclus, son of Menoetius! And my heart
is divided in counsel as I ponder in my thought whether I
shall snatch him up while yet he lives and set him afar from
the tearful war in the rich land of Lycia, or whether I shall
let him be vanquished now at the hands of the son of Menoetius.”

1l. 15:716—719. Janko notes that Homer does not identify the ship as Protesilaus’ until line 15.705, as if a sudden inspiration and that line

15706 is an allusion to Protesilaos death, which makes the loss of his ship something that cannot disgrace him. Janko 1992, 304.

LSJ s.v. xvavompweos ‘dark-prowed, of ships, /1. 15.693, 23.852".
Cramp & Simmons 1980, 618.

294
295
296

See also I/. 17.716—717 which gives a detailed description of Hector when he grasped Protesilaus’ ship by the stern and would not loosen

his hold but kept the stern post in his hands. In this situation Hector could easily and accurately have been described as a metaphorical
Golden Eagle that with its talons and sharp claws had laid hold of the neck of a Crane without letting the crane get away.
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439  Tov &’ queiBer’ Enerra Bodme motvia “Hon: Then ox-eyed queenly Hera answered him: “Most

440 alvérare Koovidy moioy oy utdoy Eerme. dread son of Cronos, what a word have you said! Are you
441 avdoa Svyroy éovra madar mempwuévoy aloy, minded to free from dolorous death a mortal man, one
442 & £38Neis Savitoro duonyéos éeavalioar; doomed long since by fate? Do it: but be sure we other

443 800’ dag olf Tor mavres émanéouey Seol dMar.  gods do not all assent to it.

(1. 16.419—443)

Background

Hector held the stern of Protesilaus’ ship and the Trojans and Achaeans were slaying
each other in close combat around this ship. When Hector grasped the ship by the
stern he asked the Trojans to bring fire to the ships. Aias then urged the Achaeans on
and wounded twelve men in close fight.”” When song 16 starts Patroclus came crying
to Achilles and asked him not to be angry, for great sorrow was upon the Achaeans. He
asked Achilles to send him out speedily to war and to lend him his armour and Achilles
agreed. Then the Trojans set the ship on fire and when Achilles saw the flames he sent
Patroclus out to do battle. Patroclus armed himself and went away with Automedon,
who drove the chariot with Achilles’ two immortal horses Xanthus and Balius. Achilles
then prayed to Zeus and asked him to send glory with Patroclus and to let him come
back when he had driven the Trojans away from the ships. Zeus heard him and granted
him one desire but refused him the other. The Trojans were shaken when they saw Pa-
troclus in Achilles’ armour. The Achaeans drove them from the ships. Aias was eager to
challenge Hector but was busy saving his comrades. Hector left the men of Troy and

Patroclus followed after. Patroclus then slew many Trojans close to the ships.?®

Analysis
Aspects Scene 20 - /1. 16.419-443
Ornithology
Greek bird reference atyumios (16.428)
Lexica LS] s.v. ‘vulture, al. yaudwvuges ayrvdogeirar 11.16.428, cf. 17.460’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘App. a general name for eagles and vultures.’

Behaviour and characteristics | Aryvmiol with crooked talons and curved beaks fight with each
other with loud cries upon a high rock.

Time context Unspecific

297 1. 15.696-15.746.
298 Il. 16.1-16.418.



Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 20 - /I. 16.419-443

Ornithology
Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

Upon a high rock.
High

A vulture, possibly the Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus

Form Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds Aiyvmol with crooked talons and curved beaks fight with each

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

other, uttering loud cries upon a high rock.

Describe Patroclus and King Sarpedon in a Lammergeier-like par-
allel way when in arms* and with cries they rushed against each
other in close combat. The “vulture-metaphor” indicates that there
was something unusual about the two warriors at this moment.

Zeus and possibly Hera** watched the event that took place.

Functions

*1 11.16.426. Also see 11. 16.466; 477.
*2 11.16.339—457.

* Vulture-specific metaphorical parallels that describe Patroclus
and King Sarpedon when they rushed against each other in close
combat.

* Bring information about Patroclus and Sarpedon at that moment.

* Mark that they rushed aggressively against eachother.

* Emphasise that they were shouting.

* Mark that they soon clashed in violent and equally matched close
combat.

* Mark their status as equally strong and skilled warriors.

¢ Give their activities and states a kind of wild, avian character.

* Signal that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about them at this moment which may be a result of double
motivation.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The aryvmol appear in metaphorical forms. The scene describes the first stages of close

combat on the ground between King Sarpedon and Patroclus when Patroclus wears

Achilles armour. Since the two warriors rushed towards each other as aryvmor, I suggest
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that the anyvmol signify two birds of the same kind.? The scene tells us that anvmol
are crooked of talon and curved of beak (16.428) and that they fight with loud cries upon
a high rock (16.429—430). The birds in this scene are thus associated with intraspecific
encounters on high rocks where the birds scream as they rush at eachother.

There are skirmishes, aggression, and ranking order among vultures of different spe-
cies and within the same species: on such occasions vultures use their claws, beaks and
wings. The Lammergeier is essentially known as a raptor living in high mountains and
wilderness. This species is known to be generally non-aggressive apart from alleged
predatory attacks or attacks on conspecific intruders and other large birds of prey,
including the Golden Eagle.’® Negro et al., however, reports on agonistic encounters
over food. During these “fights” the head and neck feathers stand up and the individu-
als swing their heads, while remaining face to face.*®" I have not found any reports
of Lammergeiers that have killed each other during these fights and none that state
whether they are vocal in such encounters. The ornithological references say that this
species is usually silent except during aerial displays at breeding sites where they utter
a shrill, loud whistling notes or a trill.**> To sum up, the descriptions of the birds seem
correct in most aspects and show a high ornithological accuracy: I suggest the Lam-

mergeier for the vultures in the scene.’*

Interactions and functions in the scene
Since both Patroclus and Sarpedon are described as aryvmoi this identification indi-
cates that they were equally strong and skilled warriors at this moment, and the birds

304

further mark their status as warriors.** The aiyumol are fighting upon a high rock

(16.429) where the spatial reference may also mark the pre-eminence and equality of
these two warriors.’*
I further agree with Janko who suggests that the overt point of comparison is the din

the warriors make while charging,*® but I would like to add that the Lammergeiers

299  According to Janko Sarpedon and Patroclus are likened to two great birds of prey. Janko 1992, 373.
Also see Pollard who identifies this bird as the Lammergeier, Pollard 1977, 79—80, 203, note 21 and 24, and 79 and 79, 203, note 21. Also
see Thompson 1936, 25-27, and Keller 1913, 27—-30. For aiyvmidg in ancient sourses see also Arnott 2007, 6—7.

300 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 61, 63.

301 Negro et.al,, 1999, 15.

302 Svensson & Grant 2006, 71. See also Cramp & Simmons 1980, 62

303 Also see Boraston who thought that afyumiés was a vulture-like bird associated with 70y, He suggested that it was a Lammergeier,
Gypaetus barbatus. Boraston 1911, 216, 230—232. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatolas who suggest Lammergeier. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008,
307.

304 Also see Janko who comments that Patroclus and Sarpedon are well-matched warriors and that Sarpedon is Patroclus’” “first adversary of
equal calibre.” Janko 1992, 373-374.

305 Janko suggests that the vultures fighting on a high cliff recall how Sarpedon and Patroclus excel the rest in valour. Janko 1992, 373-374.

306 Janko 1992, 374. For a similar interpretation see Jones 2003, 231. Edwards emphasises the screeching of the fighting birds in the simile
and the battle cries of Sarpedon and Patroclus in the narrative. Edwards 1991, 31.
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due to their natural behaviours in encounters also indicate the aggression between Pa-
troclus and Sarpedon at this moment. I also agree with Janko that the talons and beaks

of the birds signal mutual danger,*”’

and suggest that they can plausibly be associated
with Patroclus’ and Sarpedon’s weapons when rushing against each other. Sarpedon’s
armor is mentioned already in the scene, see 16.426, and his spear is mentioned again
in /1. 16.466 and 16.477, while Patroclus’ spear is mentioned in //. 16.504. Neither of the
two warriors however killed the other in the scene, which is well-matched by encoun-
ters between two Lammergeiers. The balance of strength soon change, however, as we
shall see.

When Patroclus and Sarpedon rushed against each other as screeching Lammergei-
ers they behaved partly as birds in action and emotion. I would like to suggest that the
aryvmol signal that Patroclus and Sarpedon temporarily exceeded their human limits
and that their unusual activities can be understood as a result of double motivation. The
poet, however, does not reveal any further details except for informing that Zeus, and

308

possibly also Hera,?*® saw Sarpedon and Patroclus at the moment they rushed against
each other. When Zeus spoke to Hera he said, And my heart is divided in counsel as I
ponder in my thought whether I shall snatch him up while yet he lives and set him afar
[from the tearful war (...) or whether I shall let him be vanquished now at the hands of the
son of Menoetius (16.435-438). The temporary equality in strength between Patroclus
and Sarpedon can perhaps be viewed as a reflection of Zeus” ambivalence and agony
regarding Sarpedon’s fate. Sarpedon was Zeus’ son and he did not want him to die
even if Fate has so ordained. Hera’s answer to Zeus is full of reproach. She asked him,
Are you minded to free from dolorous death a mortal man, one doomed long since by fate?
(16.440—442). Hera continued to speak to Zeus and later she said, Buz if he is dear to
you and your heart is grieved, then allow him to be vanquished in the mighty combat at the
hands of Patroclus (Il. 16.450—452). Zeus obeyed Hera and showing honour to his dear
son he shed bloody rain drops on earth (/. 16.485—461). It did not take long then until
the balance of strength between Patroclus and Sarpedon changed. Patroclus wounded
Sarpedon badly, probably also a result of Zeus” will (Z/. 16.458—484). Zeus had nothing
to set against Fate, at least not with Hera at his side watching, and since he had no
choice, he could not save Sarpedon’s life even if he had wanted t0.>” Patroclus then
struck Sarpedon a mortal blow and is at this moment metaphorically paralleled to 4 /ion

that comes upon a herd and slays a bull (Il. 16.487—491). In 1/. 16. 502—503 Sarpedon dies.

307 Janko 1992, 274.

308  See Il. 16.431—432.

309 According to Willcock Zeus is responsible for all that happens in the world, and so he frequently fulfils what is fated. Fate seems to be
limited to death and finality, the death of an individual or the destruction of a city. Willcock 1978, 221. See also West 2011, 322.
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Scene 21 — 1. 16.581-592

Then
581 Tlargoxdw 0’ o’ ayos yévero uévov étdgoio, over Patroclus came grief for his slain comrade and he
582 iSvaev 02 dia mpoudywy igmu Eotxws charged through the foremost fighters like a fleet falcon
583 wuéi, os T’ EpoPmae xolotovs Te Yijods Te: that drives in flight daws and starlings; so straight against
584 &s %5 Avriwy Tatgordees immonidevde, the Lycians did you, Patroclus, master of horsemen,
585 Zoauo xal Towwy, xexohwao O xijo éTagoio. charge and against the Trojans, and your heart was full of
586 xai ¢’ #Pale Ievédaoy TSauéveos gidov vivy, anger for your comrade. And he struck Sthenelaus, the
587 alyéva yeouadio, ontey 0’ amo Tolo TévovTag. dear son of Ithaemenes, on the neck with a stone, and
588 ywenoay O’ Imo Te mpouayor xal paidyos Extwe.  broke the sinews away from it; and the foremost fighters
580 oao 0’ alvavéns gimy Tavaoio TéTuntal, and glorious Hector gave ground. Far as is the flight of a
500 T o T’ avije awéy melpduevos 1 v aéSAw long javelin that a man cast, making trial of his strength in
50T 1€ nail &v moAéuw Onitoy Umo Suuogairtéwy, a contest, perhaps, or even in war when he is pressed by
502 Toggoy éywenoay Todes, daavro 8 Ayatol. murderous enemies, so far did the Trojans draw back, and

the Achaeans drove them.

(. 16.581-592)

Background

Glaucus was greatly grieved when he understood that King Sarpedon was dead. He was
wounded himself and prayed to Apollo to heal him and give him strength to protect
Sarpedon’s body. Apollo heard him, healed his wound, and put courage and strength
in his heart. Glaucus recognised Apollo’s help and urged the Lycians to fight for Sarpe-
don. He then accused Hector of being forgetful of the allies and informed him that
Sarpedon was killed by Patroclus. At that Hector led the Trojans against the Achaeans,
who tried to take Sarpedon’s armour and body to mangle it. When the two armies
clashed, Zeus drew a destructive darkness over the mighty combat. First the Trojans
drove back the Achaeans and Hector killed a Myrmidon, Epeigeus, with a stone. Epei-

geus fell on his face on Sarpedon’s corpse.’'”

Analysis
Aspects Scene 21 -1/1. 16.581-592
Ornithology
Greek bird reference tom€ (16.582)

xoMotos (16.583)

e (16.583)

Lexica LSJ s.v. ign€ ‘hawk, falcon, ..11.13.62, cf. 819’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

LS] s.v. xohoios ‘jackdaw, Corvus monedula, 11.16.583, 17755
Cunliffe s.v. ‘a jackdaw’

LS sv. Yag Ton. Ymp ...starling, Sturnus vulgaris..11.17.755 ...16.583
Cunliffe s.v. Jag, Yo ‘a starling’

310 Il 16.502-16.580.
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Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 21 - 1/I. 16.581-592

Ornithology

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

LS] s.v. ag Ton. Ymp ...starling, Sturnus vulgaris...11.17.755 ...16.583
Cunliffe s.v. ag, Yo ‘a starling’

Tom&/nohotog/dmp:

A swift bird of prey that drives daws and starlings into flight. An
individual hunter of other birds in groups. It is indicated that all
birds fly when the former hunts the latter.

ionE/xolo1ds/Pe: Unspecific

tonE/xolotss/Pme: Up in the air.

tomE/xolorsg/hme: High

ion&: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

sohotog: Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula
Yne: Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris

Form tomE/xolotos/Pme: Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds tonE/xolotos/Pme: Hierarchies: a hunter and its presumptive prey.

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

igné: -
xoloios/mo: -

ioné: Describes Patroclus in a falcon-like way when he quickly and
with precison charged through and straight against the foremost
fighters among the Lycians and the Trojans. The “falcon meta-
phor” indicates that there was something unusual about Patroclus
at this moment.

xoMoiog/Pme: Describe in a daw- and starling-like way the foremost
fighters of the Lycians and Trojans when they were driven into
flight by Patroclus.

Birds and gods ion&: No god is mentioned in the scene but I suggest that Patroclus’
unusual charge may partly be a result of powers given from Zeus.
xolotog/Yme: -
igné:

Functions

* A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Patroclus
when he charged straight through and against the foremost
fighters among the Lycians and Trojans.

* Brings information about him and his attack at this moment.

* Shows the high speed, precision and power in his attack.

* Shows his dominance, superiority and status as a warrior.

* Indicates that Zeus made Achilles’ first wish concerning Patro-
clus (as reported in //. 16.234—248) come true.
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Aspects Scene 21 -/I. 16.581-592

Functions * Empbhasises his aggression and indicates that he was intending to
kill one of them.

* Gives his activities and states a kind of wild, avian hunter-char-
acter.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about Patroclus at this moment which may be a result of double
motivation.

xohoos/Ino:

* Daws- and Starling-specific metaphorical parallels that describe
the foremost fighters among the Lycians and the Trojans at the
moment when they were driven in flight by Patroclus.

* Bring information about them and their flecing at this moment.

* Indicate that they fled in one mixed group.

* Show them as targets for Patroclus’ attack.

* Show their inferiority and status and ability as warriors.

* Indicate their panic and fear for Patroclus.

* Give their activities and states a kind of wild, avian prey-charac-
ter.

* Signal that there was something unusual about them at this
moment. Their reactions may have been evoked by the fact that
they observed that there was something unusual and more-than-
human about Patroclus.

Comments and interpretation
Ornithology and form

iong
The 1gn€ appears in metaphorical form. It is described as a fleet falcon that drives in flight
daws and starlings (16.582—583). The focus is thus on this bird’s speed and dominance
over the other birds. It is further a threat to them. Scholars have made different inter-
pretations of the ipné in the scene. Thompson, Janko and Jones suggest “hawk”, and
Boraston “falcon”.?"

As has been argued, the Peregrine is the fastest flying bird of prey with its stoop esti-
mated to 160-410 km per hour.?"? It feeds almost entirely on living birds and hunts and
kills Eurasian Jackdaws, Corvus monedula and Common Starlings, Sturnus vulgaris. When
a Peregrine is hunting it causes spectacular panic in any large bird community.*® Since igné
in the other scenes in the //iad seem to refer to falcons rather than hawks, I suggest that the

ign€ in this scene most likely also signifies a falcon and more specifically a Peregrine.

311 Thompson 1936, 114-118, Janko 1992, 388, Jones 2003, 233. Boraston 1911, 225. Pollard suggests Sparrow Hawk but is uncertain about
the identification. Pollard 1977, 81. See also Arnott 2007, 66—68. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest that iga and xigxos in Homer is a
Peregrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For falcons in ancient sources, see also Keller 1913, 13—26.

312 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366. See also Génsbel 1995, 384.

313 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 362, 366—367.
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xoloiog and Yajp
The xoloiog and Yme appear in metaphorical forms. They are described as fleeing in
a group, which emphasises their gregarious habits.”* The Eurasian Jackdaws and the
Common Starlings often join in the same flocks when feeding, which gives a realistic
ornithological background to the scene.?” Since the Peregrine hunts Eurasian Jackdaws

and Common Starlings,* I find that these two species fit in the scene.?”

Interactions and functions in the scene

ign§
The fleer falcon (21582) indicates that Patroclus charged against the foremost fighters
among the Lycians and Trojans very quickly. The falcon further emphasises that he is a
wild and aggressive hunter-warrior. We do not know whether he went by chariot or on
foot. The last time Patroclus was mentioned he killed Sarpedon and at that moment he
was fighting on the ground.”® Later in the action, in //. 16.684, it is said that Patroclus
was in his chariot.” I find it more likely that Patroclus in the scene under discussion
charged against the Lycians and Trojans by foot since the fightings around Sarpedon’s
corpse seems to take place on the ground and not from a chariot. Since no human under
normal conditions can run as fast as a falcon flies, it seems that the falcon indicates that
there is something unusual and more-than-human about him at this moment. I would
like to suggest that he could run as swift as a falcon because of his great grief and because
he was also temporarily influenced and motivated by a god who was Zeus. We know
from an earlier event at //. 16.234—248 that Achilles made libations and asked Zeus to
send out glory with Patroclus so that Hector would know that even Achilles’ attendant
was a skilful fighter, and would let him come back to the ships. It the //iad it is honour-
able for a warrior to be described as a bird of prey, and I would like to suggest that the fal-
con metaphor indicates here that Zeus made Achilles’ first wish come true.** In the next
bird scene, SCENE 22, we will see that Achilles’ second wish was not fulfilled by Zeus.

Together the Peregrine and the daws and the starlings indicate the hierarchies and

314 Thompson emphasises that starlings are always coupled with jackdaws in Homer. Thompson 1936, 33s.

315 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 128, 243.

316 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366—367.

317 Thompson refers to the Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula and the Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris. Thompson 1936, 155-158
(daw), 334—335 (starling). Pollard suggests Jackdaws and Starlings or Rose-coloured Starlings, Sturnus roseus. Pollard 1977, 27. T do not
find any reports however that Rose-coloured Starlings join flocks with Eurasian Jackdaws. Boraston suggests the Jackdaw and the
Spotless Starling, Sturnus unicolor and the Common Starling. Boraston 1911, 225—226. The Spotless Starling occurs only in the west
Mediterranean range, however. Cramp & Perrins 1994, 260; Johnsson 1992, 484. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest that xoAorés is the
Jackdaw and e the Starling. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307—308. See also Arnott 2007, 104— 105 (daw), 199 (starling).

318 1. 16.502—507.

319 In Jl. 16. 733 Patroclus leapt from his chariot to the ground to face Hector.

320  For the whole earlier passage see /1. 16.249—252. I have seen in other bird scenes in the f/iad as well, where there are connections between
human wishes in prayers and human characters who in the Iliad are described as birds for a moment of time, see for example SCENE 19
(Hector) and sCeNE 25 (Aeneas and Hector).
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actual balance of power at this moment bezween Patroclus and the foremost fighters
among the Trojans and Lycians. The fact that the falcon drives daws and starlings into
flight indicates that it/Patroclus was intending to kill one of them = a starling or daw/a
Trojan or Lycian.**' The result of Patroclus’ charge was that he killed Sthenelaus and at
that, the foremost fighters and glorious Hector gave ground (1. 6.586—588).

xohotos and Yo

Compared to the falcon, the daws and starlings have more passive roles. Since daws and
starlings often are found in the same flocks, they possibly indicate that the foremost
fighters of the Lycians and Trojans fled in one mixed group, which in such a case adds
information about the military organisation of the Trojan troops. The daws and star-
lings further mark the warriors as targets for Patroclus’ charge. Since both daws and
starlings are mentioned as are both Lycian and Trojan fighters, there may be an idea
here of a more specific matching. Since daws are bigger than starlings it is possible that
they represent the foremost fighters among the Lycians or the Trojans. The daws are
mentioned close to the Lycians in the text which perhaps indicates that they are associ-
ated with the Lycians, and the starlings with the Trojans. Daws and starlings that flee
from a Peregrine are further panicked which also says something important about the
emotional states of the warriors who are fleeing. It is possible that they fled when they
saw with what extra-human speed Patroclus charged against them. Because of this they
also behaved in an unusual way. Even if they were highly skilled warriors, they perhaps
realised that they could not stop Patroclus at this moment.

Scene 22 — 1. 16.830-842

830 “Ilatgox)’ 7 mov Epmoda oAy nepaitéuey auny,
831 Tpwiadas 0¢ yuvairas é\evdepoy fuag amolpas
832 aev v vieoot pidqy é maTidn yainy,

833 viymie* Tawy 0¢ mpoay’ “Extogos wrées immor

834 mogaly dpweéxatar moAsuwilery: Eyyei & alTog
835 Towa! pilomToAéuoior uetamoénw, 6 ooy auivw
836 fuag avayraioy: a¢ 0¢ T’ évdade yimes EdovTan.
837 & Oeil, 0U0é Tor éo3Nog éwy yeaioumoey Ayidels,
838 6¢ mol To1 pdAa moAAa pévwy émeTéMet’ iovTit
839 ‘u wot moty iévar Iatgondees immonédevde,

840 vijas #m yAawuoas moly “Extopos dvdgopovoio
841 aluatoeyta yt@va megl oTHSeowt daital.’

842 (¢ moU ae mpodépy, ol 0 woévags dwoovt Teide.”

321 According to Janko the 7pn£ emphasises deadly speed. Janko 1992, 388.

“Patroclus, you said,
1 imagine, that you would sack our city, and would take the
day of freedom from the women of Troy and carry them in
your ships to your dear native land — you fool! In front of
them the swift horses of Hector stride out to fight, and with
the spear I myself am preeminent among the war-loving
Trojans, 1 who ward from them the day of doom; but as for
you, vultures shall devour you here. Ab, poor wretch, even
Achilles, for all his valor, protected you not, who, I imag-
ine, through himself remaining behind, gave strict com-
mands to you as you went out; ‘Come not back, I charge
you, Patroclus, master of horsemen, to the hollow ships, till
you have cleft man-slaying Hector’s tunic about his chest
and stained it with his blood.” So, I imagine, he spoke to
you, and persuaded your senses in your senselessness.”

(11. 16.830-842)
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Background

After Patroclus’ swift and powerful charge at the foremost fighters of the Lycian and
Trojan warriors, Glaucus was the first leader who again dared to attack the Achaeans.
He killed one man and Meriones slew one Trojan. The warriors still thronged about
King Sarpedon’s corpse, which was now covered with weapons and blood. Zeus, who
watched it all from above, debated about the slaying of Patroclus: whether Hector
should slay Patroclus there and then or whether he should wait a little more. In Hec-
tor first of all Zeus then roused cowardly rout, and he leapt on his chariot and turned to
flight, and called on the rest of the Trojans to flee; for he recognized the holy scales of Zeus
(1l. 16.656—658). The Lycians were also driven to flight and the Achaeans could strip the
armour from Sarpedon and take it to the ships.

Zeus then spoke to Apollo and asked him to take Sarpedon’s body from the bat-
tlefield, cleanse him, and give him to the twin brothers Sleep and Death, who would
take him to Lycia. Patroclus continued to press after the Trojans and Lycians but before
he was to meet his fate Zeus filled his heart with courage. Patroclus then slew many
Trojans and rushed against the Trojan wall, but at that, Apollo intervened and stopped
him. At the Scaean Gate Hector was of two minds. In the likeness of Asius, Apollo
pursuaded Hector to face Patroclus by saying that Apollo would give him glory. Then
Apollo caused great panic among the Achaeans and granted glory to the Trojans and
Hector. Facing each other Patroclus leapt from his chariot to the ground with a spear
in his left hand and a stone in his right.

He struck Hector’s charioteer Cebriones with a stone and rushed against Hector
like a lion. At that Hector leapt from his chariot and the two of them clashed like two
lions fighting over a slain hind, both being eager, both hungering and both brave of
heart. Other Trojans and Achaeans also met each other in destructive combat over Ce-
briones” body. The Achaeans finally dragged Cebriones off the battlefield and stripped
his armour. Patroclus then rushed thrice on the Trojans and slew nine men but when
he rushed on them the fourth time, his life ended. He then met Apollo in combat but
without seeing him. When Hector saw Patroclus drawing back he thrust his spear at
him. Patroclus fell and lost his (Achilles) helmet which Zeus for a while granted to

Hector. When Patroclus was dying Hector was boasting and spoke to him.???

322 1l. 16. 593-829.
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Analysis
Aspects Scene 22 - /1. 16.830-842
Ornithology
Greek bird reference vy (16.836)
Lexica LSJ sv. ‘vulture, prob. including several species, 22.42’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘a vulture (except in As78 always preying on carrion.
Cf. alyvmog)’

Behaviour and characteristics | Collective behaviours. Shall feed on a human corpse. Scavengers.

Time context Future

Spatial context Associated with the Scamander Plain.

Ornithological accuray High

Suggested taxonomic status Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus
and Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus.

Form Image

Interactions

Birds and birds Collective behaviours. Vultures that shall feed on a human corpse.

Birds and other animals -

Birds and humans Will feed on Patroclus corpse. Hector used the vultures as im-
ages in a speech that prophecied about the coming mutilation of
Patroclus’ body.

Birds and gods -

Functions * Vulture image that describes and predicts the future.

* Hector used the “vulture image” in a speech and prophecy as a
way to to boast over his own preeminence and Patroclus’ loss and
inferiority, and as a way to verbally threaten an enemy in war.

* Predicts that Patroclus’ corpse will be devoured by vultures.

* Implies wild aggression and violent treatment of a fallen war-
rior’s corpse.

* Implies that Patroclus’ corpse will not be taken care of and bur-
ied according to traditions.

* Implies horrifying and tragic consequence of human war.

* Possibly also associate with the warriors who will glut their
spears with human flesh, i.e., to human and not vulterine muti-
lation of a warrior’s corpse.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The vultures appear in image form in a predition. The ornithological description of the
birds is restricted to one phrase: vultures shall devour you here (16.836). The description

evokes an image of a group of vultures that would soon surround Patroclus’ corpse.
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From an ornithological point of view the description is apt since vultures collectively
feed on human corpses. As argued I agree with the scholars Thompson, Boraston and
Pollard, all of whom suggest that three species of vultures are used in Homer: the Grif-
fon Vulture, the Black Vulture, and the Egyptian Vulture, especially since these three

species are all specialized in feeding on carrion.’*

Interactions and functions in the scene
Hector used the vultures as images in a speech where he prophecied about vultures
which he said would devour Patroclus. He used the “vulture image” as a way to boast
over his own preeminence and Patroclus’ loss and it can be seen as a verbal threat to an
enemy in war who is just about to die.”* The implication of such vulture behaviour is
a mutilation of a human body.*” It further means that Patroclus cannot be buried in a
proper way and according to tradition,?*® which is a tragedy for Patroclus, his relatives
and the Achaeans.

Apart from referring only to vultures, i.e., to the avian sphere, I would like to suggest
a possibility that the vultures in the scene are associate with human warriors who will
glut their spears with human flesh.*” If we go forward in the action, Patroclus was not
devoured by vultures at all. Instead his corpse was brought to the Achaean camp where
Achilles arranged a honourable funeral for him. In the coming actions when Achilles
had finally killed Hector with his spear, the Achaean warriors dealt Hector wounds,
and then Achilles dragged Hector’s corpse behind the chariot so that it became even
more mutilated.?® In this way Hector’s prophecy came true but in a reverse and differ-

ent way.*?

323 Pollard 1977, 80; Thompson 1936, 82; Boraston 1911, 216, 239. Also see Keller, who added the Nubian Vulture. Keller 1913, 30-36. Arnott
says that i) is a general name for “Vulture’. Arnott 2007, 60. Thompson pointed out that 7J¢ was usually used in Homer with the idea
of feeding on carrion. Thompson 1936, 82. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who suggest Griffon Vulture, Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008,
307. For the habits and distributions of the suggested species see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 58—61, 64—67, 73—76, 89—91; Svensson &
Grant 2006, 70—75.

324 Edwards comments that corpses to be eaten by vultures and dogs is a common motif in the /liad, used for warnings, threats and taunts.
Edwards 1991, 178. See also Griffin 1976, 169—-172.

325 For the theme of the mutilation of the corpse in the l/iad, see Segal 1971.

326 See for example /1. 15.350-351.

327 See [l. 11 574 where spears are eager to glut themselves with flesh (/. 11 574). Janko emphasises that warriors” flesh is called ‘tender’ and
‘white’ at /. 13.553; 11.573 = 15.316 and 14.440 (of Aias) and ‘soft’ at Meropis frag. 3.3.B. He discusses that such epithets contrast their
flesh with the spear that hungers for it. Janko 1992, 147.

328  See . 22.317-375, 22.395-404 and 23.19—26.

329  Also see Willcock who discusses that the interchange in 16.830-863 is closely similar to that between Achilles and Hector in
11. 22.331-368 and a kind of foreshadowing of the later scene, with Hector proud here and the dying man there. Willcock 1984, 254.
Also see Leaf 1900, 213; Jones 2003, 236.
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Scene 23 — 1. 17.451-473
451 “...000iy 0’ év yolveaar Baid wévos 10 évi Suud,
452
453 vijag Em YAapuoas: ETi yag oot xidog dpbw,

owoa xal AlTouédovra cawaeToy éx moAéuoio

454 NTElVELY, €5 6 ne vijag EUoTéAuOVs apinwyTal
455 00 T HéMtog ral éml nvépag icgov A"

456
457 Tw 0’ amo yaitawy xoviny oldag 0¢ Palovre

¢ ermwy Immolgty evémvevaey wevos nu.

458 oinpa pipov Soov agua weta Todag xal Ayaiols.
459 Toigt 0’ ém’ AUtougdwy uayet’ ayviuevos mep Taigov,
460 ITnoig aivowy &g T’ alyumios weTa yivas:

4061 géa pev yap pevyeaney in’ éx Towwy oguuarydod,
462 geia 0 énaiaone moAvy xad’ Guiloy dmalwy.

463 aM\ oly et piTas ote Tevaito Mney

464 00 yag mws Ty oloy éovY’ izpd évi digow

465 Eyxer épopudodar nal émioyey wréas immovs.

466 oY 02 O wiv étaigos avie idey dpSaluoioty

467 Abuuédwy vice Aaéoneos Aluovidao:

468 o1 0" omSey dipgoto ral Altouédovra mooryida-
469 “Alrtouedoy, Tic Toi vu Sedoy vyregdéa BovAgy

“..In your knees and in our heart I will
put might so that you may bring Automedon also safe out
of the war to the hollow ships; for still I shall grant glory ro
the Trojans, to slay and slay, until they come to the well-
benched ships, and the sun sets and holy darkness comes on.”

So saying he breathed great might into the horses.

nd they shook the dust from their manes to the ground,
and lightly bore the swift chariot among the Trojans and
Achaeans. And behind them fought Automedon, though
he sorrowed for his comrade, swooping with his chariot
like a vulture on a flock of geese, for easily would he flee
out of the battle din of the Trojans, and easily charge, ser-
ting on them through the great throng. But no man could
he slay as he hurried to pursue them, for in no way was
it possible for him alone in the holy chariot to attack
them with the spear and to hold the swift horses. But at last
a comrade spied him with his eyes, Alcimedon, son of
Laerces, son of Haemon, and he stood behind the chariot
and spoke to Automedon: “Automedon, what god has put

470 & omSeaary Eqxe, xal ENeTo poévas doSNds; in your breast unprofitable counsel and taken from you

471 ofov mpoc ToGag udyear mowTw &y quite your sense, that in this way in the foremost throng you

472 poivos: 4Tag To Etaipos dméxtato, Telyea O “Extwe  fight with the Trojans, alone as you are? For your com-

473 aiTos Exwy Guoiaty ayalletar Alaxidno.” rade has been slain, and his armor Hector himself wears

on his shoulders, the armor of the granson of Aeacus,
and glories in it.”

(1. 17.451-473)

Background

When Hector had killed Patroclus he set after Automedon*° who drove away with
Patroclus’/Achilles’ chariot. Hector could not catch him and the horses, however, since
the swift and immortal horses Balius and Xanthos carried Automedon away. While
Menelaus was protecting Patroclus’ corpse, he killed some Trojans and when he was
about to strip the armour of Euphorbus, Apollo roused Hector against him. Mene-
laus gave ground when Hector and the Trojans came against him. After Hector had
stripped Patroclus’ armour (that is, stole Achilles” armour) he saw Aias coming at him
and at that he left the corpse. When Zeus saw that Hector had put on Achilles” im-
mortal armour he shook his head. He granted Hector great might and in return Hec-
tor was not to return from the battle again. With Achilles’ armour on his own body
Hector spurred the Trojans to drag Patroclus’ body to Troy, but the Achaeans defended
his body heroically with Zeus’s help. Many Trojans died, Hector killed a man, and

330 Automedon is described as the godlike attendant of the swift-footed grandson of Aeacus (Il. 16.864—865).
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Aeneas was urged on by Apollo. Heavy fighting then took place among the chief men
around Patroclus’ corpse but neither side could take it. Achilles had yet not heard that
his friend was dead, and he was expecting him to come back. When Achilles’ horses
learnt about Patroclus’ death they wept. They did not want to go back to the ships or
return to war but bowed their heads down to earth. When Zeus saw them he pitied

them and shook his head. He said that he would never allow Hector to mount their

chariot. When the scene starts Zeus is still speaking to the horses.?!

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 23 - /. 17.451-473

Ornithology

Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

atyumos (17.460)
z1v (17.460)

LS] s.v. alyvmog: ‘vulture, al. yaudbwvuyes aynvAoyeila
11.16.428, cf. 17.460°
Cunliffe s.v. ‘App. a general name for eagles and vultures.

LS] sv. gy ‘wild goose, Anser cinereus, ...11.2.460™*
Cunliffe s.v ‘a goose’

atyumog: Swoops on a flock of geese. An individual hunter.
It did not catch or kill any of the geese.

gmv: A flock is being hunted.

atyvmog/ynv: Unspecific

atyvmos: In the air.

gnv: Unspecific, but the context indicates the ground.
aryvmos/xnv: High

atyvmos: Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
gmv: Greylag Goose, Anser anser

Form atyvmios/xmv: Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds aryvmios/xnv: Hierarchies: the vulture swoops on a flock of geese,

Birds and other animals

331 1l 16. 855-17.472.

but do not catch or kill any.

afyvmos: Are somewhat related to the immortal horses Balius
and Xanthos since they are pulling the chariot that is driven by
Automedon.

nv: See above
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Aspects Scene 23 - /1. 17.451-473

Interactions

Birds and humans aryvmos: Describes Automedon in a Lammergeier-like parallel way
when he alone from Achilles’ chariot was fleeing from the battle
din of the Trojans and was charging on them through the great
throng. The “Lammergeier metaphor” indicates that there was

something unusual about Automedon at this moment.

gnv: Describe in a goose-like parallel way the group of Trojan war-
riors that Automedon fled from and charged through.

Birds and gods aryvmos/xqv: Il. 17.451-458 says that Zeus put strength into the
horses so that they would bring Automedon safely out of battle,
but it was not mentioned whether he put might into Automedon
also.

Functions alyumog:

* A vulture-specific metaphorical parallel that brings information
about Automedon when he fled from and charged through the
Trojan warriors from the chariot.

* Indicates that he was intending to chase and kill and not to flee.

* Emphasises his aggression against the Trojans.

* Shows that he was sligthly superior to the Trojan warriors.

* Emphasises the ease in his transportation.

* Indicates a struggle between different powers and intentions.

* Gives his activities and state a kind of wild, avian hunter-character.

* Signals that there was something out of the ordinary and more-
than-human about Automedon at this moment, which may be a
result of double motivation.

27v:

* Goose-specific metaphorical parallels that bring informa-
tion about the Trojan warriors who Automedon fled from and
charged through.

* Show the Trojan warriors as a homogeneous group of many.

* Indicate that they were passive targets for an attempt to attack.

* Indicate that they were slightly inferior to Automedon.

* Emphasise them as wild, avian preys.

*1 Anser cinereus is an older Latin name for the Greylag Goose, Anser anser.

Comments and interpretation
Ornithology and form
aiyumog
The aryumog appears in metaphorical form in the scene. The description is sparse, only a
vulture’s swooping down on a flock of geese that is associated with Automedon when he is

charging on the great throng of the Trojan warriors and at the same time is fleeing out of the
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battle din. Since in other cases when aryvmogc™ occurs in the Z/iad 1 have suggested the Lam-
mergeier, I would like to see whether this could also be the case for the aryvmos in this scene.

The vulture in the scene behaves in another way than most vultures since it hunts
on living prey. The majority of vultures feed on carrrion exclusively such as the Grif-
fon Vulture. The Lammergeier is adapted to both hunting and scavenging, however. It
eats chiefly bones and meat from freshly killed mammals, reptiles, and birds. Attacks
on healthy victims are rare, but it happens that it succeeds to kill live prey. According
to Cramp & Simmons such attacks are possibly more common in central Asia, where
the contents of their stomachs have contained birds, hares, marmots, and ibex.?** The
scene above does not say whether any geese were caught or killed by the vulture, which
is a detail that fits with the Lammergeier, who rarely succeeds in capturing a living
bird. Since Automedon neither suceeds in catching or killing any Trojans, the choice
of a hunting Lammergeier is a perfect match. A Griffon Vulture would not have been
suited for the scene since it is not a hunter. An eagle would not have fit either because
Automedon was not a king or of the calibre of the most prestigious warriors. He was
Patroclus’ attendant.?**

The flight silhouette of a Lammergeier is characteristic, with uniquely narrow and
pointed wings for being such a large raptor. It sometimes resembles a large falcon,’”
which makes it look like a bird of prey and not a vulture even in flight silhouette. Its
movements are very different from a falcon or any other bird of prey, however. Génsbel
describes that uses slow, soft and elastic wing beats in active flight.*¢ It is said of Au-
tomedon that for easily would he flee out of the battle din of the Trojans, and easily charge,
setting on them through the great throng (17.461-462). It seems that there is more focus
on the lightness of Automedon’s movements and attack than on speed and power, and
I suggest that the Lammergeier’s active elastic flight during a hunt may have inspired
the scene when describing Automedon and his activities driving Balius and Xanthus at

this moment.??”

s
The metaphorical geese describe the large throng of Trojan warriors that Automedon

fled out of and charged on. To describe the geese in a flock is accurate in an ornitho-

332 See SCENES 8, 15 and 20, interpretation, and notes.

333 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 59, 61. See also Génsbel 1995, 108.

334 1l. 16.864-865.

335 Svensson & Grant 2006, 71; Cramp & Simmons 1980, 8.

336  Génsbol 1995, 312.

337 Boraston suggests the Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus. Boraston 1911, 216, 230—232. For a/yumés in Homer and other ancient sources
also see Pollard 1977, 79—80, 203, note 21 and 24, and 79 and 79, 203, note 21; Arnott 2007, 6—7; Thompson 1936, 25—26, and Keller 1913,
27-30. See also Voultsiadou & Tatolas who suggest Lammergeier. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307
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logical sense since geese are gregarious. It is further likely that geese would occur in an
environment that was close to the sea: the place of the Achaean camp. When analysing
SCENE 2, | suggested the Greylag Goose. I suggest the same species even for this scene
since they suit the environment that is described in the scene and since the Greylag

Goose occurs in Asia Minor.?8

Interactions and functions in the scene
aiyumog

The beginning of the scene says that Zeus breathed great might into the horses that drove
Automedon’s chariot. Zeus’ purpose was to let them bring Automedon safely out of the
battle to the Achaean ships, see lines 17.452—453. Even if the horses were under the con-
trol of Zeus it was Automedon who charged on the Trojans and not the horses, and it is
was Automedon who attempted an attack on the Trojans like a Lammergeier.** So why
is the Lammergeier in the scene? What happen if it were not there? The Lammergeier
emphasises Automedon as a wild warrior-hunter and indicates that he was intending to
hunt and kill and not flee. Edwards discusses that lines 17.465—-466, for in no way was it
possible for him alone in the holy chariot to attack them with the spear and to hold the swift
horses (17.465-466) have no parallel in the //iad concerning Automedon’s behaviour,**°
and Willcock comments that the episode is rather strange. According to Willcock Au-
tomedon could not harm the enemy because he was alone in the chariot. Willcock fur-
ther refers to Dodds who suggested that this episode was an example of ar9.>*' I find
that the reason why Automedon failed in his attack on the Trojans could also be that he
could not handle the two empowered horses that had other intentions than he did him-
self. In such a case the scene describes a struggle between different intentions and powers,
i.e., mainly between Zeus, through the horses, and Automedon. Automedon may also
himself have been under the influence of Zeus or some other god when the event takes
place and because of that he failed in his attack as Dodds suggested. It seems that we will
have to settle on not getting any clear answers since the reason why Automedon failed
in his attack can be explained in many ways. At least one can say that the Lammergeier-
metaphor indicates that there was was something unusual about Automedon and his

activities at this moment, which is also indicated by Alcimedon in the scene.

338  For the Greylag Goose, see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 413-422.

Also see Boraston who suggests the Greylag Goose and Bean Goose for the geese in the scene. He adds that the word certainly also
served to signify other species of goose. Boraston 1911, 249. Also see Pollard 1977, 64—65; Arnott 2007, 30-31; Thompson 1936, 325-326,
and Keller 1913, 220—225.

339 Abit further on in the action, in /. 17.481-490, Automedon left his chariot and fought on the ground, and in /. 17.501-502 he asked
Alcimedon to hold the horses close so that their breaths would strike his own back. It thus seems that Automedon was aware of the
extra powers that he could receive from the horses.

340 Edwards 1991, 109.

341 Willcock 1984, 260; Dodds 1951, 4. &7 is a blindness of the mind sent by a god which leads to evil doing or mischance.
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2v
The flock of geese have more passive roles than the Lammergeier and they show no
activities, emotions or reactions to the attack. They are displayed as wild targets and
preys for the Lammergeier’s/Automedon’s attack and signify the Trojan warriors as one

homogeneous group.

Scene 24 — 1. 17.673-693

673 Qg aga pwvioas améBy Eavdos Mevédaos,

674 mavroos manTaivwy @5 T aieTos, 6V 04 TE pagty
675 6EiTaTov ddpxeaSar Umovgaviwy meTeny@y,

676 6v T xai Uod éovra modas Taxus ol Elade mTwé
677 Sduvew O dueiouw xataxciuevos, aAAG T’ ém’ alTd
678 éoauto, xai Té wiv @xa AaPav éeireto Suuoy.

679 W Tote gol Mevédae diotpepés ouve pasivw

680 mavtoce dweicdny modéwy xata Edvos étaipwy,

681 i mou Néotopos viov 1 {wovra 1dorto.

682 Tov 02 ual’ all’ évomoe wayms én’ agioTeod maoYS
683 Sagaivory’ étagous xai émotelvovta uayerdal,

684 dyyot O icTauevos mpocéen Eavdos Mevédaog:

685 “’Avtidoy’ i 0’ arye delipo droTpeés owoa TUInaL
686 Avyoiis ayyehing, 4 un doedde yevéadad.

687 %10 wev o¢ nal alrov dioual cicogowyta

688 yiyaaney o mijua Seos Aavaoioi xuAivdes,

689 viny 0¢ Towwy mépatar 0’ Goiotos Ayaidy,

690 Ilatgondos, ueyaly 02 moSy Aavaoiot Tétuxtal.
691 aAha ov Y’ all’ Ay Swy émi vijas Ayamidy
692 efmeiy, al xe TayioTa véruy émi vija caway

693 yvuvov: atag Ta ve Teuye’ Exet xopudaiolos “Extwe.”

Background

So saying, tawny-haired Menelaus went away, glancing
warily on every side like an eagle, which, men say, has the
keenest sight of all winged things under heaven, by whom,
though he be on high, the swift-footed hare is not unseen
as he crouches beneath a leafy bush, but the eagle swoops
on him and swiftly seizes him, and takes away his life. So
then, Menelaus, nurtured by Zeus, did your bright eyes
range everywhere over the throng of your many comrades,
in the hope that they might see Nestor’s son still alive. Him
he caught sight of very quickly on the left of the whole bat-
tle, encouraging his comrades and urging them on to fight.
And drawing near tawny-haired Menelaus spoke to him,
saying: ‘Antiolochus, up, come here, nurtured by Zeus, so
that you may learn woeful tidings, such as I wish had never
been. By now, I suppose, you realize, for your eyes look on
it, that a god is rolling ruin on the Danaans, and that victory
is with the men of Troy. And slain in the best man of the
Achaeans, Patroclus, and great longing for him has been
Jashioned for the Danaans. But quickly run to the ships of
the Achaeans and bring word to Achilles, in the hope that
he may immediately bring the corpse safe to his ship— the
naked corpse; but his armor Hector of the flashing helmet
holds.”

(L. 17.673-693)

Automedon asked Alcimedon to take the reins of Balius and Xanthus because he him-
self wanted to fight from ground. Alcimedon then leaped on the chariot and Hector
noticed and said to Aeneas that the swift-footed horses appeared in battle with weak-
ling charioteers. Automedon prayed to Zeus and was filled with valor and strength. He
asked Alcimedon to keep the horses very close behind him so that their breath would
reach him. They then co-operated skilfully and Automedon killed Aretus with his
spear. At that Hector cast a spear at him but the spear fixed itself in the ground. The
two Aiantes then parted Hector and Automedon in their fury and at their appearance
Hector and Aeneas gave ground. Automedon then stripped Aretus of his armour and
set it in the chariot which he himself mounted. Once again the Trojans and Achaeans
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were engaged in heavy fighting over Patroclus’ body. Athena encouraged the fighting
since Zeus had sent her to urge on the Achaeans, as his mind had been turned. She first
roused King Menelaus, who killed a Trojan who was dear to Hector, and dragged the
dead body away from the Trojans. Apollo then urged Hector on and Zeus shook the ae-
gis from Mount Ida, giving victory to the Trojans and routing the Achaeans. Meriones,
Aias and Menelaus noticed that the strength of the Achaeans was diminishing, and
that it was Zeus himself who was aiding the Trojans. They discussed what was best to
do and wished that there was someone who could quickly carry the message to Achil-
les about Patroclus’ death. Aias then prayed to Zeus to make the sky clear so that they
could see and at that, Zeus took pity on him and drove away the darkness. Aias asked
Menelaus to look for Antiolochus in the hope that he was alive and to have him go
quickly to Achilles’ with the news. Menelaus left Patroclus much against his will since
he was afraid that the Achaeans would let Patroclus be preyed upon by his enemies.

Menelaus then asked them to remember the kindness of Patroclus.?#?

Analysis

Aspects Scene 24 - /1. 17.673-693

Ornithology

Greek bird reference aieTog (17.674)

Lexica LS] s.v. ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...I1.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of
Zeus...Il.24.310

Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Behaviour and characteristics | From high above, it catches sight of a hare that crouches beneath a
leafy bush, and swoops on it and swiftly seizes and kills it. Has the

best sight of all winged things.

Time context Unspecific
Spatial context Unspecific
Ornithological accuray High

Suggested taxonomic status

An eagle, plausible the Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos

Form

Metaphorical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals

342 1l 17.474—672.

Catches sight of a hare that crouches beneath a leafy bush, and
swoops on it and swiftly seizes and kills it.
A hunter and its prey.
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Aspects Scene 24 - /1. 17.673-693
Interactions
Birds and humans Describes King Menelaus in a eagle-like parallel way when his eyes

searched for Antiolochos in the throng of Achaean warriors. The
“eagle metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual and
special about Menelaus and his eye sight at that moment.

Birds and gods When Menelaus’ eyes searched for Nestor’s son, he is described as
“nurtured by Zeus” (17.679).

Functions * An eagle-specific metaphorical parallel that brings information
about King Menelaus when his eyes searched for Antiolochos.

* Emphasises how he looked for Antiolochos in all directions.

* Emphasises his eagle-like eye sight.

* Emphasises how focused and eager he was to catch sight of him.

* Emphasises that he caught sight of him quickly and at a great
distance.

* Emphasises his status as king and prominent warrior.

* Gives his activities a kind of wild, avian character.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about Menelaus and his eye sight at this moment, which can be
understood as a result of double motivation.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
The aizTos appears in metaphorical form. It is described as an eagle, which, men say, has
the keenest sight of all winged things under heaven (17.574—675). This sequence focusses on
one of the qualities of an eagle, its excellent eye sight. The next description, by whom,
though he be on high, the swifi-footed hare is not unseen as he crouches beneath a leafy
bush (17.676—677) refers to this quality once again, but more specifically referring to
an eagle’s remarkable eye sight at long distances. As seen, the sequence also emphasises
the eagle’s high position in the air and its role as a hunter. The third sequence bur the
eagle swoops on him and swiftly seizes him, and takes away bis life (17.677—678) stresses the
eagle’s swoop and how quickly it catches the hare, and how it then kills it. Eagles kill
with their talons and claws, which are their killing weapons. When King Menelaus was
glancing warily on every side like the eagle (17.674) he was somehow acting in a way that
is similar to an eagle’s behaviour when it moves its neck and glances in all directions.
The descriptions refer to an eagle with well-developed eye sight and to an eagle, that
means being a quick and skilful hunter of hares. Génsbel points out that among several
birds of prey we have presumably reached the top of what nature can achieve when it
comes to the development of visual faculties. This capacity is due to the need to observe
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a prey from a long distance away or under hard conditions.’* According to Cramp &
Simmons the excellent vision of eagles, hawks and vultures is a result of their propor-
tionately large eyes: their great acuity is due to the presence of the largest number of
cones per unit area of retina in all vertebrates.?*4

The Golden Eagle has remarkable eye sight and hunts animals from a long distance.
It feeds on different kinds of preys. Over much of western Palaearctic, medium-sized
species are preferred, e.g., rabbits, Oryctolagus cuniculus, hares, Lepus, marmots, Mar-
mota, and other medium-sized mammals.>* Adult Golden Eagles have light red-brown
head feathers, which I suggest may associate with the description of Menelaus as tawny-

346

haired (17.673).

Interactions and functions in the scene
The scene stresses some points of possible comparisons between the metaphorical eagle
and King Menelaus. It emphasises how Menelaus glanced around in all directions,
looking for Antiolochus, and indicates how focussed and eager he was to catch sight of
Nestor’s son. It further indicates that he quickly found Antiolochus and at a great dis-
tance. I further suggest that the use of the eagle shows that there was something special
about Menelaus and his eye sight at this moment since no human can normally catch
sight of anything in the way an eagle can.*¥’ Whether Menalaus behaved in such an
extra-human way as the result of temporary powers he was given from Zeus, or whether
he already had these capacities due to his hero status is an open question. An interest-
ing detail however is that the poet describes Menelaus as nurtured by Zeus (17.679) the
moment his eyes searched for Nestor’s son. I suggest that Menelaus’ excellent eye sight
is temporarily caused not only by his own eagerness and need to find Antiolochus, but
also through motivation from Zeus. The fact that Menelaus is described as an eagle
further marks his status: only kings and prominent warriors are metaphorically paral-
lelled to eagles in the //iad.

The fast hare that is described as the swift-footed hare (17.676) seems to be associated
with Menelaus’ words when he asked Antiolochus to guickly run (17.692).>*® The fact

343 Génsbol 1995, 9.

344 Cramp and Simmons 1980, 7.

345  For Golden Eagles, see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 237—238 and Génsbel 1995, 183-184; Svensson & Grant 2006, 77. Boraston suggests
that the scene refers to no particular eagle since several kinds catch hares. Boraston 1922, 239. For eagles in ancient sources, see also
Arnott 2007, 2—4; Pollard 1977, 76—79; Thompson 1936, 2-17; Keller 1913, 1-6. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos who identify the a/eto/
that occur in Homer not as species but as “Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

346 For “tawny-haired Menelaus”, see also for example 7/. 4.183, 11.125. Cramp & Simmons describe Golden Eagles as having a gold shawl
on the crown and hindneck. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 234, 243. Génsbel describes the “light” back of the head and crown among the
most important field characteristics of Golden Eagles. More specifically he describes the dark forehead and the contrasting back of the
neck and crown, which are lighter red-yellow to yellow/brown/ochra-coloured. Génsbol 1995, 348. See also Cramp & Simmons 1980, 7.

347 Jones comments that there is a focus on the eagle’s sight rather than on the speed of attack. Jones 2003, 246.

348 Also see Edwards who says, “The hare’s epithet 760ag Tagis will be applied to Antilokhos when he approaches Akhilleus” (18.2).
Edwards 1991,128.

166



THE BIRD SCENES

that a metaphorical killing of a hare is described in the scene is somewhat surprising
since Menalaus did not kill Nestor’s son Antiolochus when he found him.*** Perhaps
the metaphorical hare whose life was taken away can be connected with Antiolochos’
fears of being killed by Achilles®*° since he is the one to bring the message that Patroclus
was dead. With this interpretation the hare evokes suspense as to whether Achilles will
kill Antiolochos when he receives the terrible message. Achilles however did not kill the
messenger but reacted powerfully by tearing his hair and groaning aloud so that even
his mother, the goddess Thetis, heard him where she sat in the depth of the sea.”' It is
also possible that the poet added that detail to create suspicion about whether Antiolo-
chus was already dead before Menelaus found him.*** At least we can say that the dead
hare generates ambiguity and that the eagle brings information about King Menelaus

at this important moment.

Scene 25 — Il. 17.755—761

And as a

755 T@w 0’ ¢ Te Yagdy végos EgyeTar 9é noloidy, cloud of starlings or daws flies, shrieking cries of destruc-
756 otAoy nexdiryovres, ote mooidwaty iGyta tion, when they see a falcon coming on them that brings
757 nlonoy, & Te ouixgfiot povoy @éger gviSeaay, death to small birds, so before Aeneas and Hector fled
758 s do’ im’ Aivelg Te xal “Extopt xoligor Ayaiidy the youths of the Achaeans, shrieking cries of destruction,
750 0tAoy xexdiyovres iray, AMpSovro 0¢ yaouns. and forgor all fighting. And many fair pieces of armor fell
760 oA ¢ Telyea xaka méooy meol T Guei Te Tagpoy around and about the trench as the Danaans fled; but
761 @evyovTwy Aavay modéuwov & ol yiyvet’ o). there was no ceasing from war.

(L. 17.755—761)
Background

Antiolochus obeyed the orders from King Menelaus and went to Achilles with the
message that Patroclus’ was dead. When Antiolochus started to run, Menelaus went
back to protect Patroclus’ corpse from the Trojans. There he spoke to Telemonian Aias,
who suggested that Meriones and Menelaus should carry Patroclus off the battlefield
while the two Aiantes would continue to fight with the Trojans and Hector. When they
started to carry the corpse towards the ships, the Trojans pursued them, but they hur-
ried on successfully with the help of the two Aiantes, who protected them. There were

two among the Trojans who followed after them, Aeneas and Hector.?

349 See also Frinkel 1921, 106.

350 See Il. 17.685-699. When Antiolochis had given Achilles the message he was holding the hands of Achilles, who groaned in his noble heart,
for he feared that he might cut his throat with the knife (Il. 18.33—34).

351 See Il. 18.35-37.

352 Compare with /. 17.653.

353 1l 17.693-17.754.
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Aspects
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Scene 25 - /1. 17.755-761

Ornithology

Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

#igros (17.757)

xohotog (17.755)

Yde (17.755)

LS] s.v. xiprog ‘a kind of hawk or falcon, 7p9€ xipnos (where Ipgé is

the generic term, xigxos the specific), Od. 13.87, cf. I1.22.139°
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

LSJ s.v. xohotos, * jackdaw, Corvus monedula, 11.16.583, 17.755°
Cunliffe s.v. ‘a jackdaw’

LS] sv. dag, Ton. ymp ...starling, Sturnus vulgaris..1.17.755...16.583
Cunliffe s.v. Yag, Yo ‘a starling’

xignog/pae/xoloiog: A flock of starlings or daws were shrieking
when they saw a xigxog coming on them. The flock is described as a
cloud and the xigxos is said to bring death to small birds.

xignog/Yae/xoloiss: Unspecific
xignog/pae/xoloiss: Up in the air.
xignog/ipae/xoloisg: High

xignog: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
yag: Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris
sohotog: Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula

Form xigxog/Yag/xoloiog: Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds xignos and Yag/noAoios: Hierarchies: an individual hunter and its

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

presumptive victims in a flock that shriek when they see it coming
on them.

xigxos: Describes Aeneas and Hector in a falcon-like parallel way
when they were coming on the youths of the Achaeans. “The
falcon metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual and
special about them at this moment.

Yag/nodoos: Describe the youths of the Achaeans in starling- or
daw-like parallel ways when they saw Aeneas and Hector coming
on them, when they cried and when they fled from them.

xignog: No god is mentioned in the scene but Aeneas and Hector’s
strengthened activities may partly be a result of powers given from
a god, who may have been Zeus or Apollo or both of them.

Jap/noloios: -
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Scene 25 - 1. 17.755-761

Functions

xignog:

* A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that brings information
about Aeneas and Hector when they were coming on the youths
of the Achaean warriors.

* Shows the high speed and power of their advance.

* Shows their superiority over the Achaean youths.

* Indicates their status in the hierarchis of warriors.

* Gives their activities and appearances a kind of wild avian
hunter-character.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-human
about Aeneas and Hector at this moment, which may be a result
of double motivation.

Yag/nodotos

* Starling- and Daw-specific metaphorical parallels that bring
information about the youths of the Achaean warriors when they
saw and fled from Aeneas and Hector.

* Show their inferiority.

* Show them as a thick group of many.

* Indicate their status in the hierarchis of warriors.

* Emphasise their shrieking.

* Emphasise their panic and death-fear for Aeneas and Hector.

* Emphasise that they fled before Aeneas and Hector.

* Give their activities a kind of wild avian fleeing prey-character.

* Signal that there was something unusual about them. Their
reactions may have been evoked by the fact that they observed
that there was something unusual and more-than-human about
Aeneas and Hector.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

xigrnog

The xipxos appears in metaphorical form in the scene. Edwards, who suggests that the

bird of prey in the scene is a hawk, points out that the more generic word 7g%§ is more

common, with six occurrences in the Iliad and one in the Odyssey, and that both words

are used in apposition, i.e., igné xigros in Od. 13.86-87.* Pollard identifies igné and

xigxog with hawk and falcon without separating the two names, and he further refers

to Aristotle who ranked xigxos the third among “the hawks”. Pollard suggests that

Aristotle meant that xigxog was a Lanner, Falco biarmicus.*> 1 would like to emphasise

that the xigxog in the scene does not necessarily have to be the equivalent of Aristotle’s’

xigxog as bird names change over time and space in all cultures. Pollard further suggests

354 Edwards 1991, 137.
Pollard 1977, 81.

355
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that the xigxog in the scene is perhaps a Sparrow Hawk, Accipiter nisus.>® The xipxos in
the scene is described mainly from the perspective of the starlings or daws and at the
same time from the young Achaeans’ perspective,”’ i.e., it brings death to small birds
(17.757). The starlings or daws were shrieking cries of destruction, when they see (17:756)
this kind of bird coming on them (17.756). All descriptions suggest a large and power-
ful bird of prey that pursues its prey and causes panic among the birds that are being
chased. I immediately think of the Peregrine as plausible model for such a bird. When
a Peregrine is hunting, it causes spectacular panic over any large bird community. I
myself have observed a Perigrine that was hunting above a thick flock of daws in this
way. The daws moved very quickly and close to each other, shrieking loudly, and there
was a great panic in their flock. It was difficult to see where the falcon was since it

moved so fast.>*

Yao/norotog
P or xoloios are described in metaphorical form as a cloud of starling or daws flies,
shrieking cries of destruction, when they see a_falcon coming on them (17.:755-757). A cloud
suggests “a flock” of starlings or daws. Since both Common Starlings and Eurasian
Jackdaws have gregarious habits the description is accurate in an ornithological sense.
When the individuals fly very closely to each other in the flock, they indeed resemble
a moving dark cloud.

As mentioned earlier the Common Starling and the Eurasian Jackdaw often join in
the same flocks when feeding.*” The jackdaws have many different calls and among
them alarm calls, warning calls, and a rattle call that is a loud, repeated, harsh, grat-
ing ’kaaarr’ or “arrrrrrrrrr’ that is heard when warning about the approach of a preda-
tor.>® Starlings have a distress call that is a high-pitched, repeated, raucous, penetrating
scream given when held or cornered by a predator. There is also a chip call that is a

short metallic “chip” or “spet” that changes according to which predator is coming. If

356 Pollard 1977, 81. According to Thompson sxipxog is a poetic name for a hawk. He adds that it in the scene under discussion is hostile
to the other birds, and that it in 7/. 22. 139 and Od. 13.87 is an emblem of swiftness. Thompson 1936, 144-146. According to Boraston
the bird in the scene may be referred to under the name 7pn€ in /. 16.582. He suggests Hobby but consider also Peregrine and Lanner
Falcon. Boraston 1911, 225. According to Keller “Homer unterscheidet zwischen g7 und xipxog so wenig, dafl er, wie schon erwihnt,
geradezu ipné xipxog, Falkenhabicht sagt (Od. XIII 86). Welche Habichtspezies Homer im Auge hat, lifit sich nicht ausmachen.” Keller
1913, 19, also see 13—26. Cf. also Voultsiadou and Tatolas suggest that iégaé and xipxog in Homer is a Perigrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas
2008, 307. On xigxos see also Arnott 2007, 99

357 De Jong points out that imd (17.758) presents the two Trojans from the viewpoint of the Greeks, as the hawk is seen by the flock of birds.
de Jong 1985, 276.

358  DPeregrines live almost entirely on birds with the choice of prey varying according to with availability and type of habitat. As mentioned
carlier the preys vary in size from the Goldcrest, Regulus regulus to the Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea and goose Anser. The majority of prey
is taken on the wing, usually over open country and over water. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 362, 365-366. Also see Svensson & Grant
2006, 98.

359 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 128, 243.

360 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 133.
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the predator is near, the call may be repeated as rapidly as seven times per second.*®' To
sum up, I find that the ornithological accuracy is high concerning the descriptions of
both birds and I suggest Common Starling and Eurasian Jackdaw.

Interactions and functions in the scene
Kiprnog

There are some possible points of comparisons that can be drawn between the falcon/
Aeneas/Hector and the flock of starlings/daws/the group of young Achaean warriors.
Since Aeneas and Hector in movement and activity resemble a Peregrine at this mo-
ment, they must have been coming on the young Achaeans with great power and at a
tremendous speed.* The falcon indicates the high status of the warriors but it also sig-
nals that they behaved and moved at that time in an unusual way. If we take the falcon
away from the scene, Hector and Aeneas would not have acted in a “halfway” sense as
wild and powerful “hunter falcons”. Two gods had recently urged the Trojans on: first
Zeus, who said that he would still grant glory ro the Trojans, to slay and slay, until they
come to the well-benched ships (Il. 17.453-455), and secondly in 7/. 17.582, Apollo came up
to Hector and urged him on. In 7/. 17.629—630, somewhat before the bird scene under
discussion, Telamonian Aias said, “Well! Now any man, no matter how foolish, may real-
ize that father Zeus himself is aiding the Trojans...” (1. 17.629—630). But is Aias right in
his interpretation and if this is so: do Aias’ words indicate that Zeus was still aiding
Hector and Aeneas when the scene event took place?*® Or were Hector and Aeneas
at that moment motivated by Apollo? I find that there is an ambiguity in the scene
concerning what god or gods were supporting Hector and Aeneas the moment they are

paralleled to a metaphorical falcon.

Yap/nolotog
The metaphorical Common Starlings and Eurasian Daws bring information about a
group of young Achaean warriors when they saw Aeneas and Hector attacking them.
The starlings and daws emphasise the young Achaeans as wild prey that fled in a tight
group. As they fled both the birds and the youths were shrieking cries of destruction

361 Cramp & Perrins 1994, 252. Also see Pollard who suggests Jackdaws and Starlings or Rose-coloured Starlings, Sturnus roseus. Pollard
1977, 27. Boraston suggests the Jackdaw and the Spotless Starling, Sturnus unicolor and the Starling Sturnus vulgaris. Boraston 1911,
225-226. The Spotless Starling only occurs however in the west Mediterranean range, Cramp & Perrins 1994, 260; Johnsson 1992, 484.
Thompson refers to the Jackdaw, Corvus monedula and Starling, Sturnus vulgaris. Thompson 1936, 155-158 (daw), 334335 (starling).
Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest that 4 is the Starling and xolord¢ the Jackdaw. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307-308. See also Arnott
2007, 199 (starling) and 104 105 (daw).

362 See also Edwards 1991, 137 and Frinkel 1921, 80—81. According to Willcock the Greeks fly before Aeneas and Hector like little birds
before a hawk, Willcock 1976, 200.

363 Compare with SCENE 14 where Aias, son of Oileus, was the first of the two Aiantes to recognise that they had met a god. They did not
identify who the god was, however.
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(17756 and 17:759). It is thus the emotional reactions of fear and panic that are in focus

here.3%4

Even if the young Achaean warriors were probably inexperienced in war and
their fear in this situation is understandable, I would like to suggest that they reacted
in such a strongly emotional way because they observed that there was something unu-
sual with Aeneas and Hector at the moment they were coming on them. Their panic
continued and seemed to have increased, since we can also see that their armour fell as

they fled, see 17.760—761.3 It is further ambiguous if the young Achaeans should be

viewed as a flock of starlings o7 of daws or of both kinds of birds.

Scene 26 — 1. 18.266-283

266 “...aMA Touey mooti oy, Tideadé woi @O yap Eotal.
267 viv uév v aménavee modwnea Iyleiwva
268 aufooain: &l 0 auue xigmoeTar évdad’ éovras
269 alptov opumSels avy Telyeaty, &b vi Tis alToy
270 ywocetar* donaciog yap agitetar "Thiov igny
271 0¢ xe QUyY, moAovs 02 xives nal yimes Edovrai
Todwr ol vio o ., e ok
272 Todwy* al yag o0 wor am’ olatos @de Yévorto.
L3 by tuoiv ik SihueSa smdiuevol
273 el 0" Gy duols énéeam mSwueSa xndouevol meg,
274 VinTa wev elv ayopt) o3évos Ebouey, ATy 0 TUgYo!l
. , , N s e
275 WmAai Te miAat cavides T’ éml THS deaguiarl
276 waxgal éitearor éevyuévar elpbaaovtal:
277 me®i 0’ vmmoior aly Telyeat SwenydévTes
278 oryoousy’ ap moyovst @ O alyiov, ai 1’ ESéAqary
279 ENSwv éx yniov mepl Teineos Gut wayETIal.
Wi s e e, o
280 ay malw eir’ éml vijas, énel 1’ dpralyevas frmous
281 mavToiov dgouov Goy Umo mToAy pAacralwy-
vy s L,
282 civw 0" ol v Suuog Epogumdivar ddoet,
N s , Sy ”
283 000 moT’ énmépaer molv wiv xives dgyol Edovra.

Background

“... But let us go
to the city; obey me, for this is the way it will be. For now
has immortal night stayed the swift-footed son of Peleus,
but if on the morrow he comes out armed and catches us
still here, well will many a one come to know him; for with
Joy will he who escapes reach sacred Ilios, but many of the
Trojans will the dogs and vultures devour — far from my
ear be that tale. But if we obey my words though we are
loath to do so, this night we will keep our forces in the place
of assembly, and the city will be guarded by the walls and
high gates and by the tall well-polished doors that are set in
them bolted fast. But in the morning at the coming of
Dawn, arrayed in our armor we will make our stand on the
walls; and the worse will it be for him if he is minded to
come out from the ships and fight with us to win the wall.
Back again ro his ships will he go, when he has given his
arched-necked horses enough of coursing to and fro, as he
drives vainly under the city’s walls. But to force his way
inside will his heart not allow him nor will he lay it waste;

before thar will the swift dogs devour him.”

(1. 18.266—283)

When 7/. 18 starts, Antiolochus came as a messenger to Achilles. He told him that Pa-
troclus was dead, that they were fighting around the corpse, and that Hector had taken
his armour. Achilles groaned so loudly so that even his mother, the goddess Thetis,
heard him where she sat in the depth of the sea. After heavy lamenting Thetis went to

364 See also Jones who comments that the Achaeans were confused. Jones 2003, 246.

365 Edwards emphasises that xigxog in the quoted scene represents Hector and Aeneas, but that the main point of comparison is between
the shricking of the smaller birds at its appearance and the cries of the panic-stricken Achaeans. Edwards 1991, 137. Edwards further
refers to the exegetical scholia, (bT on 755—757) that carefully explain that the Greeks’ cowardly behaviour is the result of Zeus’s
intervention, whereas when the same simile was used at //. 16.582—583 the Trojans fled because of the courage of Patroclus, a human
hero, Edwards 1991, 138. At lines 17.760—761 in the scene it is said that many pieces of armor fell when the Achaeans fled. The bT scholia
(bT on 760-761) has pointed out that the poet avoids saying directly that the Achaeans threw their equipment away. Edwards 1991, 138.
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Achilles.?*® Achilles spoke to her and said: for my heart commands me neither to live
on nor to remain among men, unless Hector first, struck by my spear, loses his life, and
pays for his despoiling of Patroclus, son of Menoetius (/. 18.90—93). Thetis answered
that he was then doomed to a speedy death for after Hector was his own death nearby.
Achilles said that he would accept it when Zeus and the other gods were minded to
bring it to pass. He was now planning to kill many Trojan warriors and to make the
Trojan women cry and mourn heavily. Thetis told him to wait until she came back to
him with armour from Hephaestus. While she went to Mount Olympus the Achaeans
fled with great shouting from Hector, who was like a flame in valour. The Trojans had
overtaken Patroclus’ corpse and Hector tried to drag it away. The two Aiantes could not
at this moment frighten Hector. Without Zeus” knowing Hera then sent Iris to Achilles
and she urged him on to defend Patroclus’ corpse.

Achilles was however without armour and Iris advised him to show himself at the
trench in the hope that fear would seize the Trojans when they saw him. Achilles then
rose up and Athena flung the aegis around his strong shoulders, sat a golden cloud
around his head, and made blaze a gleaming flame from him. When he showed him-
self from the trench and made his voice sound he spread confusion and panic among
the Trojans and the Achaeans could then easily take Patroclus’ corpse to the ships. The
Achaean camp went into heavy mourning and the day came to an end. The Trojans
still trembled because Achilles had appeared. Before they had their meal Polydamas
advised the Trojans not to stay where they were until dawn but to return to the city
now since he feared that Achilles would now fight for their city and for their wives.

Polydamas is still speaking when the scene starts.>

Analysis
Aspects Scene 26 - /1. 18.266-283
Ornithology
Greek bird reference vy (18.271)
Lexica LS]J s.v. ‘vulture, prob. including several species’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘a vulture (except in As78 always preying on carrion.
Cf. alyvmios)

Behaviour and characteristics | Collective behaviours. Will eat human corpses. Scavengers.

Time context Future

366 1l. 18.1-90.
367 1. 18.94—266
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Scene 26 - /. 18.266-283

Ornithology

Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

Presumably at the Scamander Plain.

High

Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus
and Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus.

Form Image
Interactions
Birds and birds Collective behaviours. Vultures that will eat human corpses.

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

Vultures that will eat human corpses together with dogs.

Vultures that will feed on Trojan corpses. Polydamas used the vul-
tures as images in a speech that prophecied that the vultures would
feed on Trojan corpses.

Functions

* Vulture image that predicts the future.

* Polydamas used the “vulture image” in a speech as a way to warn
Hector and the Trojans against staying on the Scamander Plain.

* Describes and predicts that many Trojans will be devoured by
vultures and dogs if the Trojan warriors stay on the Scamander
Plain.

* Implies wild aggression and violent treatment of the corpses of
fallen Trojan warriors; further that they will not be taken care of
and buried according to the traditions.

* Implies horrifying and tragic consequence of human war.

* Possibly also associate with the Achaean warriors who might
possibly mutilate and damage the bodies of Trojan warriors, i.c.,
more generally to human mutilation of warriors’ corpses.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The description of the birds is restricted to one sequence: but many of the Trojans will

the dogs and vultures devour (18.271). As in other descriptions of y0¢ in the Iliad the

sequence evokes an image of a group of carrion-eating vultures that will soon surround

the corpses of dead Trojan warriors on the battlefield. From an ornithological point of

view the description is apt since vultures such as the Griffon Vulture, Black Vulture

and Egyptian Vulture collectively feed on carrion which includes human corpses, and

they can feed on them together with dogs.>®

368  For the habits and distributions of the suggested species see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 58—61, 64—67, 73—76, 89—91; Svensson & Grant

2006, 70—75. Boraston suggests the same species. Boraston 1911, 216, 239.
For vultures in Homer and other ancient sources, see also Pollard 1977, 80; Arnott 2007, 60—61; Thompson 1936, 82; Keller 1913, 30-36.
See also Voultsiadou & Tatalos who suggest the Griffon Vulture, Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.
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Interactions and functions in the scene

Polydamas used the vultures as images in a speech where he prophecied about vultures
that would feed on many of the Trojan warriors if they stayed on the plain until dawn.
He used his “vulture image” as a way to warn Hector and the Trojan warriors to stay
on the Scamander Plain. This was his way to motivate them to return to the city and
inside the Trojan walls.*® As have been argued also in other scenes with carrion eating
vultures in the //iad, they refer to mutilation of human bodies.””® They further imply
horror and tragedy since the vultures’ feeding on human corpses means that the bodies
will not be treated in the proper way according to tradition.’”!

So what happened after the scene? Were any Trojan corpses devoured by vultures?
At first Hector answered Polydamas aggressively and rejected his advice. Hector once
again referred to Zeus, who had allowed him to win glory at the ships, and in no way
would he allow the Trojans to obey Polydamas. Instead he ordered them to take their
meal out on the plain and to stay where they were.””> The next day Zeus asked Athena
to put nectar and ambrosia into the breast of Achilles, and not long after, Achilles
armed for battle and went to the plain to fight the Trojans. Achilles was especially
eager to face Hector in combat.””? Further on in the action Apollo advised Hector
not to meet Achilles alone in close combat but to await him in the mass of men. Hec-
tor was seized with fear after hearing the voice of the god. Achilles then killed many
Trojan warriors, of whom the last one was Polydorus, Hector’s brother. When Hector
saw his brother being killed by Achilles he went to face him in combat. This was their
first physical clash, and this time Apollo saved Hector. When Achilles understood that
Apollo had interfered he focussed on the other Trojan warriors, many of whom were
brutally killed by him.”* It is not explicitly mentioned whether any of the fallen Tro-
jans became food for carrion-eating vultures on the plain. Their bodies were damaged
and mutilated, however, by Achilles and the Achaeans in different ways during that
day.’” In this way the vultures in the scene are possibly also associated with Achaean

warriors who mutilate and damage bodies of Trojan warriors.”®

369 Edwards comments that corpses eaten by vultures and dogs are a common motif in the //iad, used for warnings, threats and taunts.
Edwards 1991, 178. See also Griffin 1976, 169-172.

370  See for example /. 18.170-179. For the theme of the mutilation of the corpses in the /liad, see Segal 1971.

371 See for example. //. 7.79—80 and 15.350—351.

372 See 1. 18.285-314.

373 See Il. 19.342—20.76.

374 1l. 20.376—503.

375 See for example 7/. 20.381—400.

376 Also see Edwards who comments that Polydamas’ prediction comes true at //. 21.606-611. Edwards 1991, 178. This episode tells us of
the Trojans who luckily fled inside the Trojan walls. Also see Willcock who comments that Polydamas’ words in line 18.272 47’ olatog
means “unheard”. He adds that Polydamas wished to avoid a bad omen by saying, “May my words be as if they had not been said.”
Willcock further refers to 7. 22.456 where Andromache uses the same expression. Willcock 1984, 266. The idea seems to be here that
it is dangerous to make threatening images and speak aloud about them since they may then come true. Also see Hainsworth, who
identifies line 18.272 as an omen that is an example of “unlucky words”. The other omen categories he mentions are eagles, rainbows,
thunder, and lightning. Hainsworth 1993, 182.
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THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

614 Alrag émel mavd bnha xdue xdhvtos dupruters,  But when the glorious god of the two lame legs had

615 umreos AgMijos Sijxe moomagordey aeipas. Jashioned all the armor, he took and laid it before the

616 7 0" lont &¢ dATo xat’ OlNumou vigbeyTog, mother of Achilles. And like a falcon she sprang down

617 Telyea paguaigovra map’ Healrrow pégovoa. from snowy Olympus, carrying the flashing armor from
Hephaestus.

Background

(/1. 18.614—617)

As reported Hector did not follow Polydamas advice to return to the city. He ordered

the Trojans instead to fight again at the ships at dawn. At that the Trojans shouted

aloud in assent since Athena had taken away their senses. They had their meal and

stayed on the plain while the Achaeans lamented that night for Patroclus. Achilles

promised Patroclus that he would not give him a burial until he had brought the ar-

mour and Hector’s head there and cut the throats of twelve glorious sons of the Trojans.

Thetis then came to Hephaestus and asked him to help her making a new helmet and
armour for Achilles. Achilles’ shield is then described in detail.””

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 27 - II. 18.614-617

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

Tomé (18.616)

LSJ s.v. ‘hawk, falcon, ...11.13.62, cf. 819’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

Presumably a swift bird of prey that flies down from a mountain.
Unspecific

Unspecific, but Mount Olympus is referred to.

Medium

A falcon, presumably the Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

Form

Metaphorical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals
Birds and humans

Birds and gods

377 1l. 18.284—613.

Describes the goddess Thetis in a falcon-like parallel way when she
left Hephaestus and sprang down from snowy Mount Olympus.
She was intending to meet Achilles and give the shield and armour
to him.



THE BIRD SCENES

Aspects Scene 27 - /I. 18.614-617

Functions * A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that brings information
about Thetis when she sprang down from Mount Olympus and
moved towards Achilles at Troy.

* Indicates that she departed and disappered from Hephaestus
very quickly.

* Indicates that her movements were very swift and light and that
she transported herself with ease.

* Gives her disappearance and movements a kind of wild and
avian character.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form
The falcon appears in metaphorical form.”® This is the fifth time p%¢ occurs in the
Iliad. In three of the cases the speed of this bird has clearly been emphasised.””” There
is no information in the scene that describes the 1p7¢ exclusively. It says only, And like
a falcon she sprang down from snowy Olympus (18.616). Since the falcon describes Thetis
in a metaphorical way we can presume that the ign¢ is a bird that moves fast and with
ease since gods and goddesses move in such ways, and that it is a bird that is connected
to mountains since Thetis left Mount Olympus.**°

As argued before the Peregrine is considered the fastest bird of prey.®® Its quick flight

382

and the fact that it occurs in mountainous environments®® makes it appropriate to

describe Thetis who left Olympus at this moment.

Interactions and functions in the scene

The metaphorical falcon describes Thetis and her movements at a moment when she
needed to transport herself to Achilles. This is the first time that a female is metaphori-
cally paralleled to a falcon in the //iad. As argued the use of a falcon indicates that she
departed from Hephaestus quickly, that her movements were very swift and light, and
that she transported herself with ease.*® The falcon further emphasises her wild and

avian character when moving,.

378  Also see Edwards 1991, 30, 233.

379  For the previous occurrences that mention ipné, see analysis and interpretation of SCENES 14, 16, and 18. 7/. 15.229-245.

380 Also see Edwards who discusses that gods always move quickly and that Thetis again hurries to meet her son at /. 24.121. Edwards 1991,
233.

381 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366; Svensson & Grant 2006, 98; Génsbel 1995, 384.

382 See Cramp & Simmons 1980, 362.
See also Voultsiadou & Tatolas who suggest that Zgaé and xipxog in Homer is a Perigrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. See also
Arnott 2007, 66-68; Thompson 1936, 114—115; Keller 1913, 13—26; Boraston 1911, 216; Pollard 1977, 80—81 and Janko 1992, s1.

383  Leaf remarks that the use of line 18.614 is very rare and he comments that it seems strange that Thetis leaves without a word of thanks.
Leaf 1900, 316.
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Scene 28 — 11. 19.342—356

342 “Ténvov duoy, o maumay amoiyeal avopos fog.
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“My child, you utterly forsake your own warrior. Is
there then no place in you thoughts any more for Achil-
les? He sits there in front of his ships with raised sterns
mourning for bis dear comrade; the others have gone ro
their meal, but he fasts and will have nothing of food. Bur
20, shed into his breast nectar and pleasant ambrosia so
that hunger may not come ro him.”

So saying he urged on Athene, who was already ea-
ger: and she like a falcon, wide of wing and shrill of voice,
leapt down from heaven through the air. And the Achacans
were arming themselves speedily for battle throughout the
camp; and she shed nectar and pleasant ambrosia into the
breast of Achilles so that grievous hunger should not come
upon his limbs; and then herself was gone to the well-built
house of her mighty sire, and the Achaeans poured out

[from the swift ships.
(. 19.342-356)

Background

When //. 19 starts it was dawn and Thetis came to the ships and Achilles with his new
armour. No men dared to look at the armour that evoked their fear. To Achilles the
armour however made his wrath increase and he rejoiced as he held the gifts of Hep-
haestus in his hands. He then told Thetis that he would arm himself for battle. Achilles
then gathered and roused the Achaean warriors. When King Agamemnon came Achil-
les declared that he no longer felt wrath towards him. Agamemnon protected himself
by saying that it was not he who was at fault, but Zeus and Fate and the Erinys who
had cast blindness on his mind. Agamemnon advised him to think quickly about bat-
tle. Odysseus then reminded the men that the god breathed might in both armies and
advised Agamamnon to let them have a meal with wine first to strengthen the warriors
before combat. Achilles disapproved of the idea since he was thinking of the Achaeans
who were lying on the plain unburied. He could not eat or drink until his comrade was
revenged. Then Agamemnon sacrificed a bear and the Achaeans had their meal. The
elders begged Achilles to eat but Achilles still refused. In tears he told the others that
he could suffer nothing worse than this and he started to think of his father wondering
if he was dead. The elders added their laments as they all remembered the ones they
had left at home. Zeus saw them as they mourned and pitied them. Immediately he
spoke to Athena.



Analysis

Aspects

THE BIRD SCENES

Scene 28 - /I. 19.342-356

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica
Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

aemn (19:350)
LS sv. aomy, ‘unknown bird of prey, prob. shearwater...11.19.350°
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An unknown bird of prey’

Wide of wing and with a shrill voice. Is probably moving, i.e., fly-
ing from a mountain and through the air.

Unspecific
Is probably flying downwards through the air from a high mountain.
High

Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus.

Form

Metaphorical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals
Birds and humans

Birds and gods Describes Athena in a Lammergeier-like parallel way when she left
Zeus and leapt down from Olympus. She was intended to meet
Achilles and shed ambrosia and nectar in his breast to take away
his hunger.

Functions * A vulture-specific metaphorical parallel that gives information

about Athena when she leapt down from heaven through the air
having the intention to still Achilles hunger.

* Indicates that she moved lightly and that she transported herself
with ease, and that she probably moved in an imposing and
rather slow way.

* Indicates that she was crying shrilly as she left the mountain.

* Gives her disappearing, movements, transportation and voice a
kind of wild avian character.

* The shedding of ambrosia and nectar into Achilles’ breast pos-
sibly associates to a Lammergeier that feeds its chick by regurgi-
tation.
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Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The @gmy in the scene appears in metaphorical form.*®* According to Edwards this
word is a hapax that appears only here in poetry.?®> The two characteristics that are
described are that this bird is wide of wing (19.350)**¢ and shrill of voice (19.350).” Athena
who left Zeus and from Mount Olympus leapt down from heaven through the air (19.351)
probably also associate to the envirionment and behaviour of this bird.

The agm in the scene is by Murray & Wyatt translated as “falcon”.?® In other scenes
that describes a falcon, it is the high speed of this bird or its role as a bird of prey that
is mainly referred to. The ggmy is not described here with those two characteristics. It
is instead its width of wing and shrill voice that is emphasised. These details indicate
a larger bird than a falcon and a bird that dwells in mountains. Edwards suggests that
agmm is a sea-bird**’, but I do not find that likely since Athena leaves from Mount
Olympus. A sea-bird simply does not fit in the physical environment.* According to
Leaf agm is presumably from its name a bird of prey that he finds cannot be identi-
fied.**! Pollard refers to Dionysius’ detailed and generally accurate description of the
Lammergeier, under “Harpies”. According to Pollard the Lammergeier was however
known to Homer as the povy or the aryumos.*? Since different bird names can signify
one and the same bird in the //iad,**? and since the bird in this scene is not described
with the usual characteristics of a falcon in the //iad, 1 suggest that agmy may here be an
alternative name for the Lammergeier. Athena has further in 7/. 7 together with Apollo
appeared in the physical form of an aryumog, which I in agreement with some scholars
have suggested is a Lammergeier.”*

The Lammergeier is essentially a raptor found in mountainous regions and wilder-
nesses. Its large size and characteristic shape make an imposing impression. The sexes

are similar. Svensson & Grant describes the Lammergeier as huge and especially long-

384 According to Edwards éixvia (19.350) suggests a metamorphosis and not simply a simile and he also emphasises that speed is the
essential point and that a decision is hard to make. Edwards 1991, 275. I would like to question whether speed is the essential point in
the scene, but agree in that there may be an ambiguity concerning Athena’s form.

385  Edwards 1991, 275.

386  LSJ ravintéout “...olwvoi Il. 12.237; Gomy 19.350." See also Tavintepog ‘with extended wings, long-winged.’

387 LS s.v. Aiydgpwrog ‘clear-voiced, loud voiced.” According to Boraston the word Ay is used by Homer to denote the shrill sounds of
wind and of human wailing. Boraston 1911, 227-229. See LS] s.v. Ai3Jg, and LS] intermediate ‘clear, whistling, of winds, ...of a clear,
sweet sound, clear-toned, II. Adv. shrilly, Hom.; clearly, II.".

388  Also see LS] and Cunliffe s.v. &omy according to above.

389  Edwards 1991, 275. See also Ar. HA.ix 2.4.

390 See Boraston for a similar interpretation. Boraston 1911, 228.

391 Leaf1900, 342. But cf. Boraston who suggests Kite, Boraston 1911, 216, 227—228. Edwards mentions hawk as another possible
alternative. Edwards 1991, 30, see also 275. Voultsiadou and Tatolas suggest falcon. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307.

392 Pollard 1977, 79 based on Dionys. Av.1.4. Also see LS] s.v. g7vn ‘A kind of vulture, perh. lammergeyer, Gypaétus barbatus’. Cunliffe:
s.v. ‘A bird not identified, commonly taken as the sea-cagle or the lammergeyer.” See also Arnott who says, “Homer’s comparison of
Athena...also picks out features that characterise the Lammergeier, whose wingspread is two and a half times its length and whose voice
is a lout squel. In Sicily arpe and in Spain harpa are still used as names for the Lammergeier.” Arnott 2007, 64.

393  See SCENE 17.

394 See SCENE 8. In sCeNE 18, Apollo however went down from the hills of Mount Ida like a fleet falcon, see /. 15.336-337.
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winged, with uniquely narrow and pointed wings for being such a large raptor. As has
been mentioned previously, the flight silhouette sometimes suggests a large falcon.

It’s call is characteristic and shrill in tone. When listening to it one gets the impres-
sion that there is breath coming in the tone resembling the sound of a transverse or
silver flute, which is interesting when considering the meaning of the word Aipds on
line 19.350.%> Cramp & Simmons describes its call during aerial displays as a “shrill,
querulous screaming or whistling”. They also describe loud squeelings, a piercing whis-
tle, and a high-pitched, piping “fiiij” or ’biiidj’ that sometimes develop into a trill.*** In

397

active fligth the Lammergeier uses slow, soft and elastic wingbeats.*” Since the Lam-

mergeier is essentially a raptor found in mountains and wildernesses I find that it fits

well to the environmental context in the scene.’*®

Interactions and functions in the scene
Regarding the ornithological details according to the above, I suggest that the use of
the zgmy indicates that Athena moved lightly and that she transported herself with ease
towards Achilles. There is nothing in the descriptions that tell us about speed. I suggest
rather that Athena moved in an imposing and rather slow way that could be similar to
a Lammergeier’s way of moving. The ggmy emphasises Athena’s wild and avian charac-
ter when moving and we can suspect that when she left Mount Olympus she uttered a
shrill call that was like the Lammergeiers’ shrill, querulous screaming or whistling,.
There is no information that describes whether Achilles observed or recognised Ath-
ena when she shed nectar and ambrosia into his breast or how this activity was carried
out.’” Since Lammergeiers partly feed their chick by regurgitation even when it is
rather large,® Athena’s shedding of ambrosia and nectar into Achilles breast might
associate to this activity within the avian sphere.*! After the interaction between her

and Achilles she returned back to Zeus and Mount Olympus.

395  See note 387.

396 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 58—62. Also see Génsbel 1995, 106, 312—313 and del Hoyo et al. 2004, 195, 125.

397  Génsbel 1995, 312—313.

398 There is a decrease in the number of Lammergeiers in Greece and in most parts of the world. They were resident on Mount Olympus in
Central Greece until 1995 but are rarely seen there nowadays. Uludag, the ancient Mysian Olympus, that is a 2,543 m high mountain
in the Bursa province in Turkey, is still a refuge for mountain birds such as the Lammergeiers, Golden Eagle and more than 20
raptor species. For more details, reports about the distribution of Lammergeiers in Europe and particularly Greece, and Anatolia,
see Heredia & Heredia 1994, 152—153, Handrinos & Akritis 1997, and Heredia, Rose & Painter 1996. Also see http://ec.curopa.cu/
environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action plans/docs/gypaetus barbatus.pdf and http://www.ornithologiki.gr/page_iba.
php?alD=448&Iloc=en

399 As mentioned previously, nectar and ambrosia were the food of the gods and were used also to preserve human flesh. See 7/. 19.37-39.
According to West Achilles receives necessary sustenance before fighting through divine agency. It is natural that Athena supply
Achilles needs even if she intervenes on Zeus’ instructions. West 2011, 359.

400 Regurgitation is “the ejecting of food through the mouth, for example to feed nestlings” Erritzoe et al. 2007, 220. The Lammergeier
chick later feeds itself from food brought to the nest, but the age is not known. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 62.

401 The Lammergeier male plays a more intimate part in the care of his young. Though the chick is capable of swallowing bulky food from
an early age, it is also fed by both male and female by complete and incomplete regurgitation and is fed small morsels into its bill even
when it is quite large. Cramp & Simmons 1980, 62, see also 58—59. Cf. also West who suggests that the idea of the infusion is adapted
from 71. 19.37-39. West 2011, 359—360.
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Scene 29 — 11, 21.248—-256

But the great god ceased
248 000 T’ Edpye Seoc wéyag, doro O én’ alrdd not, but rushed on him with dark-crested wave, so that he
249 drgoredaviowy, va wiy TavTElE TOV0I0 might stay noble Achilles from bis larbor, and ward off
250 diov AyiMija, Tpeaai 0¢ Aoryov daAdAxor. disaster from the Trojans. But the son of Peleus Achilles
251 IIy)eidne O’ anogovaey 6oy ° émi dougos Eow, rushed back as far as a spear-cast with a swoop of a black
252 aletol oluat’ Egwy wélavos Toi SmenTieoc, eagle, the mighty hunter, that is both the mightiest and
253 ¢ Y dua rdeTioToS TE Nl CnioToS TETEMYY® swiftest of winged things; like him he darted, and on his
254 1O éinwe Yikey, éml orhSeaar 0¢ yatnog chest the bronze rang terribly while he swerved from
255 guegdaréov rovafiley: Unarda O¢ Toio MaaSeic beneath the flood and fled ever onwards, and the river

256 @evy’, 6 0" dmode éwy Emeto peyidw dguuaydp.  followed after, flowing with a mighty roar.

(1l. 21.248-256)

Background

The Achaeans and Trojans armed themselves for battle. Zeus asked Themis zo summon
the gods to the place of assembly from the brow of many-ridged Olympus (1. 20.4—s) and
there he told them that even if he cared for the humans, even though they would die,
he wanted to gaze at them and give his mind enjoyment from Mount Olympus. He
then allowed the other gods to assist whomever they wanted to assist. At that the gods
urged the two armies on to clash in battle and at the same time the gods themselves
clashed in strife. Against Hephaestus stood the great deep-eddying river that the gods
called Xanthus, and men called Scamander, and among the humans Achilles was eager
to meet Hector. Hector wanted to face Achilles, too, in combat but Apollo advised him
to await him in the mass of men. When Hector saw his brother Polydorus being killed
by Achilles he could no longer wait but went to face Achilles. When Hector hurled his
spear Athena turned it back with a breath, and when Achilles leapt on Hector Apollo
snatched him up and shrouded him in a thick mist. Since Achilles realized that it was
not time yet for the final combat between him and Hector, he leapt among the other
Trojans and killed many of them. When he had killed Lycaon, another of the sons of
King Priam, he threw his body into the Scamander River. At that the river god grew
angry and wanted to stop him from killing more Trojans. But Achilles continued to
kill Trojans and to throw their bodies into the river, making the river god even angrier.
In the likeness of a man the river god told Achilles to at least do his grim work on the
plain. Achilles accepted this, but did not stop slaying the Trojans.* In line /. 21.227
it says that Achilles rushed on the Trojans like a god (Il. 21.227), and he then sprang
[from the bank and leapt into the middle of the stream (Il. 21.233—234). The river rushed
after Achilles with a surging flood, casting out the dead that Achilles had slain on the

402 1. 19.357—21.226.
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land, and bellowing like a bull. The warriors who were still alive he saved under his fair
streams. Achilles then tried to save himself by grasping an elm but it fell uprooted and
dammed the river itself. Achilles managed to get up of the river, and was seized with

fear for it when he quickly ran over the plain.

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 29 - /I. 21.248-256

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

aleTos (21.252)

LS]J s.v. ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...11.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of
Zeus...Il.24.310
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Is considered the mightiest and swiftest of winged things. It is
swooping, black/dark, and is called the mighty hunter.

Unspecific
Unspecific, but associates to the air.
High

An Eagle, possibly an adult Verreaux’s Eagle, Aguila verreauxii

Form Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds Is described as the mighty hunter (21.252) but does not hunt any

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

other bird in the scene.

Is described as the mighty hunter (21.252) but does not hunt any
other animal in the scene.

Describes Achilles in an eagle-like parallel way when he ran away
from the flood that was sent on him by the river god Scamander.
The “eagle metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual
and more-than-human about Achilles at this moment.

The Scamander River is related to the river god Scamander.

Functions

* An eagle-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Achilles
when he run away from the flood.

* Brings information about Achilles at this moment in time and
space.

* Shows Achilles’ great speed and powerful and yet effortless
movements when he ran away from the flood and the river god.

* Indicates Achilles high status as a human and as a warrior.

* The eagle as a “hunter” indicates that Achilles was still focussed
on killing Trojans even if he ran away from the flood.

* Indicates that he was not afraid of the flood at this moment.
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Aspects ‘ Scene 29 - /I. 21.248-256
Functions ¢ Gives his movements and states a kind of wild and avian hunter-
character.

* Signals that Achilles surpassed his human limits at this moment
which may be a result of double motivation.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The eagle appears in metaphorical form and is described parallelly to Achilles when
he rushed back from the flood: i.c., he rushed: with a swoop of a black eagle, the mighty
hunter, that is both the mightiest and swiftest of winged things (21.252—253). All these de-
tails are specifications, and the sequence focusses on the many qualities of this eagle,
i.e., mainly its capacity to swoop, its strength as a powerful hunter and its swiftness.*”®
As has been mentioned previously, the Peregrine is the fastest of all birds. To describe
the black eagle as the swiftest is thus an error. Eagles are also very fast flying birds,
however, and we need to search here for a species of eagle with a capacity to fly rapid.
The fact that the arerog in the scene is described as the mightiest and swiftest empha-
sises its superiority over other birds. Its colour is further described as uélavos (21.252),
black, according to Murray & Wyatt.** Together the qualities of this bird imply excel-
lence and high status among birds. The descriptions of the eagle suggest a species that
is black or at least very dark and one being one of the most powerful and fast flying
eagles of them all.

405 is connected

Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verreauxii, also known as the Black Eagle,
with the wilderness. Its habitat is the exclusively wild, extensive, mountainous regions.
It apparently has favourable sites and territories, and shows a tendency to prefer a neigh-
bourhood with eyries of other large birds of prey.*”° It has a very restricted distribution
today and occurs in south Chad and west Sudan and from Israel, Egypt (Sinai) and
the south east Arabian Peninsula and south Ethiopia.*”” The Verreaux’s Eagle is a dark
and very large eagle that is heavier than the Golden Eagle. Génsbel describes it as the
largest eagle in the west Palearctic.*”® According to Svensson & Grant “..the adult is

striking with black plumage with large whitish ‘windows’ on the primaries above and

403 According to Willcock this eagle as the hunter is referred to again at /7. 24.316. Willcock 1984, 289. See SCENE 35.

404 LSJ sv. wédas ‘Il. 24.79...black, dark: in Hom. generally, dark in colour... I1. 4.149, 23.693". Richardson refers to the eagle as “a dark one,
the hunter” and mentions some different interpretations that have been made. Among them some scholars read ueAavioaov (‘black-
eyed’), but Richardson does not find this interpretation plausible. He also mentions one extraordinary conjecture geAaviorov (‘black-
boned’), attributed to Aristotle, which he says is apparently relying on Democritus’ view that eagles have black bones (68 B 22 D-K).
Richardson, 1993, 73—74. This is, as Leaf points out, zoologically false. Leaf 1900, 403.

405 Also known as Kaffer Adler in German.

406 Cramp & Simmon s 1980, 245. Also see Génsbel 1995, 186.

407 del Hoyo et al. 2004, 198.

408  Génsbel 1995, 346. See also Cramp & Simmons 1980, 245—251; Svensson & Grant, 2006, 80.
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below, and white sides to mantle and white rump/uppertail coverts, together form-
ing a large U (in flight) or V (at rest) on upperbody.™* The flight silhouette is very
characteristic: it soars with the wings raised in a distinct V.#"® Cramp & Simmons say
that the Verreaux’s Eagle has longer wings than the Golden Eagle and that it is very
powerful in flight. It flies both gracefully and effortlessly and is an excellent hunter
that feeds mainly on medium-sized mammals. It hunts over open upland habitats usu-
ally by systematic quartering and may stoop down prey almost vertically with folded
wings. People who have observed the Verreaux’s Eagle express that to see it is to watch

something exceptional !

Interactions and functions in the scene

There are many points of comparisons and possible associations in the scene between
the eagle and Achilles. The most important is the parallel between the eagle’s swoop
and Achilles’ darting away from the flood. One wonders how Achilles looked in this
situation. When Achilles darted like a black eagle, he must have run with a consider-
able speed and exceptional power, since no ordinary human can move as fast as an
eagle. If we consider the effortless flight of the Verreaux’s Eagle, the choice of bird may
also indicate that Achilles were running very lightly. How Achilles could move in such
a light and unusual way at this moment is an open question. His more-than human
capabilities can be explained by the fact that he was a hero who was born by a goddess
and/or because he was temporary supported by a god, possibly Athena and/or Zeus.
There is certainly an ambiguity in the scene concerning this question, but I would like
to suggest that we can consider the phenomenon double motivation in this case.*'?
When considering different levels and balances of strength and power it is further in-
teresting to compare with SCENE 32, where Hector is parallelled to a fleeing dove when
he fled from Achilles (a falcon). In the scene under discussion Achilles moved away
from the river as a powerful eagle.?"?

The way it is described in the scene, the eagle emphasises Achilles as an avian and

wild hunter. It may seem surprising that Achilles fled from the river while he coevally is

409  Svensson, & Grant 2006, 80.

410  Svensson & Grant, 2006, 80.

411 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 245-251. Also see Boraston who suggests Golden Eagle for the bird in the scene. Boraston 1911, 237—238. For
cagles in Homer and other ancient sources see Arnott 2007, 2—4; Thompson 1936, 2—16; Keller 1913, 1-12. Also see Pollard 1977, 76-79
and Voultsiadou & Tatalos who identify the a/etoi that occur in Homer not as species but as “Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

412 See also what happened some moments after Achilles moved from the flood like a black eagle. At that moment Achilles was charged by
Athena and Poscidon, and when Athena filled him with great strength, he rushed straight on against the flood. See /. 21.285-304. He
could possibly meet the river at that moment since he knew and felt that he had the power to do so. He could give the river god a match.
Perhaps we can see that moment and description as an indication that Achilles was earlier, in the scene under discussion, motivated by
only one of the gods, presumably Athena.

413 But see also SCENE 33, where Hector is parallelled to an eagle.
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described parallelly to an eagle as a hunter. From my point of view it seems that Achil-
les, fled from the flood because he knew he could not overcome the river god at that
moment. A similar situation occurred when Achilles left Hector the moment he saw
that he could not stop him since he understood that Hector was motivated by gods.**
If we also consider line 7/. 21.227, that says that Achilles rushed on the Trojans like a god,
Achilles’ activities make sense. Achilles ran away from the flood like an eagle intending
to hunt since his aim was to hunt/chase Trojans and then kill them. The choice of eagle
further seems to indicate that he was not afraid of the flood in the way that Hector was
afraid of Achilles in SCENE 32.

The passage that describes the eagle as both the mightiest and swiftest of winged things
(21.253) may allude to Achilles as the strongest and swiftest among all humans. I further
suggest that the Verreaux’s Eagle, as the large, strong and excellent bird of prey it is,

marks Achilles’ status not only as a human but as a warrior.*"

Scene 30— I1. 21.489—496

489  °H ga, nai dugotéoac ém napnd yeioas Euaomre She spoke and caught both the other’s hands by the

490 oxarf), debireof O G’ an’ Wuwy alvuro Toka, wrist with her left hand, and with her right took the bow
491 alroiry & dp’ Ederve map’ olata ueidibwoa and its arrows from her shoulders, and with these same

492 évrpomalilouévny: Taygéec O Enmimroy dirTol. weapons, smiling the while, she beat her about the ears, as
493 Oaxguieaaa &’ Traida dea piyey de Te méAera, she turned this way and that; and the swift arrows fell out
494 % 04 ¥ O’ Tomros xoidmy elgémraro méTony, of the quiver. Then weeping the goddess fled from before
495 gmoeaudy: ovd’ Goa T ye alduevar alripwoy Tev: her like a dove that from before a falcon flies into a hollow
496 &¢ 7 danguscaaa giyey, Aine O’ atroS Toka. rock, a cleft — nor is it her fate to be taken; so Artemis fled

weeping, and left her bow and arrows where they lay.

({l. 21.489—496)
Background A

The Xanthus/Scamander River almost completely captured Achilles since gods are
mightier than men. Athena however strengthened Achilles so that he rushed towards
the flood. This made the river god Scamander ask his brother, the flood Simois to help
him stop Achilles. Then also the other gods intervened. Hephaestus set the plain on fire
and he burned the many dead that Achilles had slain. Burned too was the river, and
the angered river god asked Hephaestus to cease from strife. Finally Hera made Hep-
haestus stop blaze fire on the river, but the gods were annoyed by what had happened
so they started to clash in strife. As Zeus saw them fighting he laughed with joy. Hera

414  See Il. 20. 438— 454 and the “Background” of the scene.

415 Gregory Nagy focusses on this theme in his book 7he best of the Achaeans from 1979. Also see Il. 19.216 where Odysseus calls Achilles
far the mightiest of the Achaeans (Il. 19.216). Richardson argues that the river’s pursuit of Achilles’ is expressed in two contrasting similes
which are a short and rapid one describing Achilles’ flight, and a more leisurely and detailed one for the pursuit. He further notes that
the description on line 21.251-256 is similar to that of //. 22.138—144, which he defines as a hawk simile describing flight and pursuit.
Richardson 1993, 73.

186



THE BIRD SCENES

accused Artemis of opposing her and she told her that she herself was no easy foe for

Artemis to rival in strength even if Artemis had a bow.*'® When the scene starts Hera

starts beat her physically.

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 30 - /I. 21.489-496

Ornithology

Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behaviour and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuray

Suggested taxonomic status

medeia (21.493)
igmé (21.494)

LS] sv. nédeta ‘dove or pigeon, esp. wild rock-pigeon, Columba livia,
Od. 15527 etc
Cunliffe s.v. ‘a wild dove or pigeon’

LS sv. igné, ‘hawk, falcon, ...11.13.62, cf. 819’.
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

nédeta: Flies before a falcon into a hollow rock, a cleft.
tom&: Chases a dove from behind.

néleta/igné: Unspecific
nédeia/1pné: Flies before a falcon into a hollow rock, a cleft.
néleia/igné: High

néleta: Rock Dove, Columbia livia
ioné: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

Form Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds Hierarchies: a hunter and its presumptive prey. The dove flies

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

before the falcon and tries to escape.

Birds and gods méAeia: Describes Artemis in a dove-like parallel way when she fled
before Hera.
1gné: Describes Hera in a falcon-like parallel way when she chased
Artemis from behind.

Functions néAela

416 1. 21.257—488.

* A dove-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Artemis
when she fled before Hera.

* Brings information about her at this moment in time and space.

* Shows Artemis as Hera’s prey.

* Shows her fast flight from Hera.

* Indicates that she moved slower than Hera.

* Emphasises her panic and fear of Hera.
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Aspects Scene 30 - /1. 21.489-496

Functions * Shows Artemis as the weaker and inferior of the two.

* Gives her movements and flight a kind of wild and avian fleeing
prey-character.

* Emphasises her spatial position in relation to Hera and indicates
the place she tried to escape to, which was where she finally
comes to safe haven.

igné:

* A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Hera when
she chased Artemis.

* Brings information about her at this moment in time and space.

* Shows Hera’s high speed when she chased Artemis and that her
speed was faster.

* Shows her as the stronger, mightier and superior goddess of the
two.

* Indicates her aggression against Artemis.

* Gives her movements, appearance and hunt a kind of wild and
avian hunter-character.

* Emphasises her spatial position in relation to Artemis.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

nélea
The méAeia appears in metaphorical form in the scene. It is described as a dove that from
before a falcon flies into a hollow rock, a cleft (21.493—494). This is an accurate description
of a dove that has to flee from predators such as falcons that are faster flyers. The envi-
ronment suggests that a Rock Dove has acted as model for the dove in the scene.

The Rock Dove is a common prey for Peregrines. The natural habitat of Rock Doves
is linked to its nesting on rock faces, especially coastal. In inland environments it oc-
cupies rocky habitats and it occurs where rocks, some vegetation, and permanent water
are to be found. In some sites it also nests in deep wells. The Rock Dove moves rapidly
with clipped wing beats. It has the most dashing flight of the genus. The loud and sharp
wing-clapping is characteristic of birds that fly up in alarm or when they intend to fly
some distance. As has been previously argued, this species is further discreet and always
on the watch for predators. Its relative timidity towards man is mainly dependent on
past treatment by him. At sight of man or any other ground predator a Rock Dove
usually freezes in an erect Alarm position with its neck extended and feathers sleeked.

It can even start to shake its feathers on these occasions.*"”

417  Cramp et al. 1985, 285—286, 288, 290; Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366—367; Svensson & Grant 2006, 200. Also see SCENE 18 where an
Ton&is described as the slayer of doves (Z/. 15.238). See also Boraston who suggests that méAeia is a Rock Dove, Boraston 1911, 2165 227,
and Pollard who also suggests Rock Dove. Pollard 1977, 81. According to Thompson méAera in Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove.
Thompson 1936, 225231, esp. 227. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest Rock Dove. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For doves in antiquity,
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igng
The 1gn€ appears in metaphorical form. It is described as an individual hunter of a dove.

As discussed above, the Peregrine is known as a skilful dove hunter, which makes this
species adequate as a model for the falcon in the scene.*’® As argued this species is con-

sidered the fastest bird of prey.*"

Interactions and functions in the scene
nélea

The metaphorical dove is a description of Artemis the moment she fled from Hera
after Hera had beaten her. Shown in this way Artemis appear as Hera’s wild and avian
prey, fleeing from her. The falcon emphasises that Artemis moved fast, but that she was
slower than Hera. I the fact of its flecing, it emphasises her panic and fear.*?® Together
the dove and the falcon marks the balance of strength and power between the two
goddesses. The dove, being the weaker of the two birds, clearly indicates Artemis’ infe-
riority. Lastly, it indicates where Artemis tried to escape: in the scene it is clearly stated
that the dove fled inzo a hollow rock, a cleft (21.494—495). Some lines later Artemis came
to Zeus at Mount Olympus where she sar down weeping on her father’s knee, while about
her the fragrant robe quivered (21.505—508). When viewing that episode in relation to the
bird scene, the hollow rock may associate to Mount Olympus and the cleft to Zeus’
knee where Artemis finally found her rescue. Even the robe that quivered may associate
to a Rock Dove that shakes its feathers when it gets alarmed. If we consider again the
avian perspective, the arrows that fell when Artemis fled from Hera (see 21.496 in the
scene), may be associated with wing quills that fall from the wings of a dove after being
attacked by a falcon. To sum up, the dove in the scene has an important role, emphasis-

ing Artemis’ panic and fear of Hera at this moment as well as marking her inferiority.

igng
The metaphorical falcon describes and give information about Hera who chased Ar-

temis in a falcon-like flight. It shows that her speed when moving was very high and

see also Arnott 2007, 170-171; Keller 1913, 122131, esp. 127.

418  Peregrines almost entirely feed on living birds and that it shows an extremely wide range of species. In some parts of the world are
smaller birds as Feral Pigeons, Columbia livia, Starlings, Sturnus vulgaris, thrushes (Turdidae), and other small birds taken. European
data in breeding season emphasises importance of feral Pigeons as main pry, as well as Starling and thrushes. Cramp & Simmons 1980,
366—367.
Also see Pollard who suggests that the falcon in the scene is a Peregrine, Pollard 1977, 81. Boraston suggests Peregrine or the Lanner
Falcon. Boraston 1911, 225. Richardson suggests a hawk. Richardson 1993, 73, 95. See also Voultsiadou & Tatolas who suggest that
i2pa& and xigxos in Homer is a Peregrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307. For falcons in ancient sources, see also Arnott 2007 66-68;
Thompson 1936, 114-118; Keller 1913, 13—26.

419  Cramp & Simmons 1980, 362—366; Svensson & Grant 2006, 98; Génsbel 1995, 384.

420  According to Richardson line 393, “the light, dactylic rhythm suits Artemis’ bird-like flight”. Richardson 1993, 95.
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that she moved faster than Artemis. The falcon further shows the aggression that Hera
felt for Artemis at this moment. It displays her wild and aggressive character and indi-

cates that she was superior and much stronger than Artemis.*!

Scene 31— 11. 22.38—45

38 ““Euxtop un wor winve oilov téxos avépa Tovroy “Hector, my dear child, I pray you, do not face that man
39 ofog dvevd’ dMwy, iva u Tdya mToTwoy EmloTHg alone with no one to aid you, lest quickly you meet your

40 TIpheiww dauels, émel 7 moAl péprepis o, fate, slain by the son of Peleus, since surely he is far the

4T gyéthios: alde Seoizt pilog Toaoovde yévorro mightier — hard man that he is. I wish that he were as much
42 600y duol- Ty xév & nives nal yimes Edotey loved by the gods as he is by me! Then would the dogs and
43 neluevoy: 4 #é wot atvov dmo mpamidwy dyos Aot vultures speedily devour him as he lay unburied; so would
44 65w’ vidy ToMA@y Te xal éoIN@y elviy Ednre, dread sorrow depart from my heart, since he has robbed

45 ntelvwy nail mepvas wigwy ém tydedamdwy...” me of sons many and mighty, slaying them and selling them

into distant isles...”
(Zl. 22.38—45)

Background

Apollo went to Ilios since he was worried about the Trojan wall while the other gods
went to Mount Olympus where they sat down beside Zeus. Achilles continued to chase
and slay Trojans. King Priam groaned when he saw Achilles raging and ordered the
gatekeepers to open the gates so that the Trojans could get in. Because of Apollo who
foiled Achilles, the fleeing Trojans eagerly entered through the gates but Achilles did
not. When the Trojans fled like fawns into the city, fate caused Hector to still remain in
front of the Scaean gates. King Priam was the first to see Achilles running on the plain.
He gleamed like the star that men call the Dog of Orion as he ran and Priam uttered a
groan, beating his head with his hands, and raised them on high calling aloud. With a
sound of pain, he spoke to his son who stood outside before the gates, eager to do battle

with Achilles. Priam spoke to him piteously, stretching out his arms.**?

Analysis
Aspects Scene 31 - /l. 22.38-45
Ornithology
Greek bird reference v (22.42)
Lexica LSJ s.v. ‘vulture, prob. including several species’

Cunliffe s.v. ‘a vulture (except in As78 always preying on carrion.
Cf. alyvmiog)

421 Richardson suggests that the “hawk-simile” describes a flight and pursuit. Richardson 1993, 73. Jones defines line 21.493 as a simile and
comments that “the pigeon/Artemis, attacked by the hawk/Hera, flying/running for protection to the rocks/her father Zeus (as it will
emerge, 505—7).” Jones 2003, 284.

422 Il 215142237
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Scene 31 -1/I. 22.38-45

Ornithology

Behavoiur and characteristics

Time context
Spatial context
Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

Collective behaviours. Would quickly devour an unburied human
corpse. Scavengers.

Future

Presumably on the Scamander Plain.

High

The Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus, The Black Vulture, Aegypius
monachus and the Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus.

Form Image
Interactions
Birds and birds Collective behaviours. Vultures that would quickly devour an

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

unburied human corpse.
Vultures that quickly would devour a human corpse together with dogs.

Vultures that quickly would devour Achilles” unburied corpse.
King Priam uses the vultures as images in a speech to Hector as a
way to express his wishful thinking about the future, and as a way
to warn Hector about facing Achilles alone in combat.

Birds and gods Priam mentioned the gods as if he searched for support from them
in his desperate situation.
Functions * “Vulture image” that brings information.

* Expresses an image of vultures and dogs that would speedily
devour Achilles’ corpse as he lay unburied.

* King Priam used the “vulture image” in a speech as a way to
express his wishful thinking about the future and as a way to
warn Hector about facing Achilles alone in combat.

* Emphasises Priam’s worries and fear about Achilles, and his love
for Hector .

* Implies wild aggression and violent treatmen of a human corpse.

* Implies horrifying and tragic consequence of human war.

* Associated with and foreshadows Achilles’ coming mutilation of
Hector’s body.

Comments and interpretation

The 70y appear in image form. The description of the birds is restricted to one sequence:

Then would the dogs and vultures speedily devour him as he lay unburied (22.42—43). The

description evokes an image of a group of vultures that quickly devour Achilles’ corpse.

From an ornithological point of view the sequence is suitable since vultures such as

Griffon vultures, Black vultures and Egyptian vultures collectively feed on carrion

which includes human corpses, and they can feed on them together with dogs.**

423 For the habits and distributions of the suggested species see Cramp & Simmons 1977, 58—61, 64—67, 73—76, 89—91; Svensson & Grant
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Interactions and functions in the scene

King Priam used the vultures as images in a speech to Hector where he forecasts the
future and where the vultures and what he wants them to do are part of his wishful
thinking: wanting Achilles devoured by vultures and dogs. If only Achilles was dead
and gone Priam’s worries would also be gone, and if Achilles body was devoured, Priam
would not even see him any more. It is interesting to consider that Priam uttered this
wish when he actually saw Achilles running on the plain towards Hector.*** T would
thus like to suggest that the vulture image strongly contributes to an expression of
Priam’s inner emotions and wishes at this particular moment and allows us to be privy
to them. It is easy to understand Priam’s wishes since at this moment is he terrified that
Achilles, who has already killed so many of his sons, will also kill Hector.*> Priam’s
words are also a warning to stop Hector from fighting Achilles alone and to pursuade

him to seek protection inside the walls.** Priam refers to fate,*”’

and the implication of
what Priam is saying is that something evil will happen if Hector stays outside the wall
and Achilles gets hold of him. Priam mentions the gods in his speech most probably
as a way to search for support from them in his desperate situation. Even if Priam does
not say it explicitly, the mutilation of Achilles’ corpse by vultures and dogs foreshadows
the coming mutilation of Hector’s body by Achilles. In this way Priam’s wishes are
answered by the gods in a reversed way.*?® As have been argued in the other scenes that
describe vultures devouring human corpses, the image in a deeper sense alludes to the

horritying and tragic consequence of human war.

2006, 70-75.

Boraston suggests the same species. Boraston 1911, 216, 239. Also see Pollard 1977. Also see Keller who adds the Nubian vulture.

Keller 1913, 30-36. According to Arnott 70y is the general name for ‘Vultures’. Arnott 2007, 60. Thompson pointed out that 7/ was
usually used in Homer for birds feeding on carrion. Thompson 1936, 82. Also see Voultsiadou & Tatalos, who suggest Griffon Vulture,
Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

424  See Il. 22. 25-37.

425 Edwards discusses that corpses to be eaten by vultures and dogs are a common motif in the //iad, used for warnings, threats and taunts.
Edwards 1991,178. Also see Griffin 1976, 169—172. According to Richardson vultures and dogs that devour human corpses is a persistent
theme throughout book 22 that leads to the issue of Hector’s burial. Richardson 1993, 110. For mutilation of corpses in the //iad, see also
Segal 1971, 33—47. Also see Jones 2001, 290.

426 See also Il. 22.56—58. For Hecabe’s desperate attempt to persuade Hector to seek protection inside the walls see 7/. 21.78-89.

427 LSJ s.v. métuog ‘1. In Hom. always of evil destiny, esp. of death’.

428 Somewhat later in /. 22 the poet describes the beginning of Achilles’ mutilation of Hector’s body: Then when he had mounted his chariot
and had lifted into it the glorious armor, he touched the horses with the whip to start them, and nothing loath the pair sped onward. And from
Hector as he was dragged the dust rose up, and on either side his dark hair flowed outspread, and all in the dust lay the head that was formerly
so fair; but now Zeus had given him over to his foes for mutilation in his own native land. (Il. 22. 309—404). See also II. 23.179-191.
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Scene 32— 1l. 22.130-144

“

130%... eidopey ommotéow nev OAdumios elyos 60élp.”
131 O opuaive uévwy, o 0¢ of ayedov PASey Agirevs
132 i7og Ewvaliw roguSain mrodemiory,

133 oeiwy Tyhiada weliny xata debiov duov

134 Oetvijye auel 0¢ gatnos EAaumeto einedos alyf

135 9 Tueds aidouévov % feliov avioyTos.

136 “Extopa &, ws évonaey, E\e Toduos: 00d” dp’ #T’ ETAn
137 ab uévery, omigw 0¢ midag Aime, B 0¢ woBySeis:
138 Iylcidng 0 émdpovee moat xparmvoiot memorda.
139 1iTe xigros bpeapry EAapebTaTos meTENVY,

140 midiws olumae ueTa TeNowva TEAEIA,

141 7 08 Y Unauda oBeital, o 0" éyyidey 660 Aehprars
142 Tageé’ émaivael, éléew Té € Suuos avaryer

143 s ag’ 0 v duucuaws ids méteto, Toéoe O “Extwe
144 Teiyos Umo Todwy, Aandmea 0¢ yolvat’ éviua.

Background

“..let us know which of us the Olympian will grant glory.”

So he pondered as he waited, and near him came Achil-
les, the peer of Enyalius, warrior of the waving helmer,
dashing over his right shoulder the Pelian ash, his
terrible spear; and all around the bronze flashed like the
gleam of blazing fire or of the sun as it rises. But trembling
seiged Hector when he caught sight of him, and he dared
no longer remain where he was, but left the gates behind
him, and fled in fear; and the son of Peleus rushed after
him, trusting in bis fleetness of foot. As a falcon in the
mountains, swiftest of winged things, swoops easily after a
Sfluttering dove: she flees before him, and he close at hand
darts again and again at her with shrill cries, and bis heart
commands him to seize her; so Achilles in his eagerness
sped straight on, and Hector fled in terror beneath the wall
of the Trojans, and flied his limbs swiftly.

(Il. 22.130-144)

Hecabe, Hector’s mother, also tried to persuade Hector to come inside the wall for

protection, but Hector remained where he was outside the walls awaiting Achilles.

When he saw Achilles coming against him he debated with himself about what to do

and concluded that it was better to clash in strife as quickly as possible with Achilles.

When the scene starts Hector is still talking to himsel

Analysis

Aspects

f 429

Scene 31 -/I. 22.130-144

Ornithology

xignos (22.139)
méleta (22.140)

Greek bird reference

Lexica

Od.15.527 etc’

Behaviour and characteristics

vidual hunter.

429 Il 22.77-129.

LS] s.v. xigrog, ‘a kind of hawk or falcon, 7% xigros (where Tpné
is the generic term, xigxos the specific), Od.13.87, cf. I1.22.139’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘A bird of the falcon kind, a falcon or hawk’

LS] s.v. médeta ‘dove or pigeon, esp. wild rock-pigeon, Columba livia,

Cunliffe s.v. ‘a wild dove or pigeon’

xignog: Swoops easily after a dove. Close at hand it darts again and
again on the prey with shrill cries. Its instinct is to seize the prey.
A bird of the mountains. The swiftest of winged things. An indi-
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Scene 32 - /. 22.130-144

Ornithology
Behaviour and characteristics
Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

éAeia: Flees before a bird of prey and tries to escape. Fluttering.
xignog/méeia: Unspecific

xignog/méMera: Up in the air with one bird chasing the other from
close behind.

xignog/méheia: High

xignog: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
méMeia: Rock Dove, Columba livia

Form xignog/méAeia: Metaphorical
Interactions
Birds and birds xignog/méheia: Hierarchies: a hunter and its presumptive prey. The

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

falcon is intended to kill. The dove flees before the falcon and tries
to escape.

xignog: Describes Achilles in a falcon-like parallel way when he
sped straight at Hector. The “falcon metaphor” indicates that there
was something unusual and special about Achilles at this moment.
néleta: Describes Hector in a dove-like parallel way when he fled

before Achilles beneath the wall of the Trojans.

Birds and gods xiprog: -
wéleia: -
Functions xignog:

* A falcon-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Achilles
when he sped straight at Hector beneath the Trojan wall.

* Brings information about him at this moment in time and space.

* Shows his great speed when he run straight on Hector and that
his speed was faster.

* Shows how easily he chased Hector and that he darted on him
again and again.

* Marks his aggression and eagerness to kill Hector, i.e., his “war-
like” character.

* Indicates that he was screaming repeated war cries as he chased
Hector.

* Shows his spatial position in relation to Hector, and how close
he was to Hector and in this way also threatening.

* Marks him as the stronger, mightier and superior warrior of the
two and shows him in a more glorious way.

¢ Gives his movements, voice and mental states a kind of wild and
avian hunter/killer-character.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-hu-
man about him at this moment which may be a result of double
motivation.
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Aspects Scene 32 - /I. 22.130-144

Functions Téleia:

* A dove-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Hector when
he fled before Achilles beneath the Trojan wall

* Brings information about him at this moment in time and space.

* Emphasises him as Achilles’ target.

* Shows his quick speed when he tried to run from Achilles and
that his speed was slower.

* Shows his spatial position in relation to Hector.

* Emphasises his panic and fear for Achilles.

* Marks him as the weaker and inferior warrior of the two and
shows him in a less gloroius way.

* Gives his movements and states a kind of wild and avian fleeing
prey-character.

* Signals that there was something unusual about him at this
moment. His reactions may have been evoked by the fact that
he observed that there was something unusual and more-than-
human about Achilles.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

Kiprnog
The sxigrog appears in metaphorical form and it is described in relation to a specific en-
vironment, the mountains, see 22.139. One of the qualities of x/gxos is further described:
it is swiftest of winged things (22.139). The description: swoops easily after a fluttering dove
(22.140) indicates that this bird is a skilful bird of prey that moves with ease when hunt-
ing and that it is a dove- hunter. The description be close ar hand darss again and again at
her with shrill cries (22.141-142) implies that the bird makes frequent swoops**® and that
it has a loud call. The sequence his heart commands him to seize her (22.142) emphasises
the instinct to kill and all together the descriptions emphasise x/gxos as a wild, fast and
powerful bird of prey that hunts doves skilfully and has a “war-like” character.

I find that all these descriptions, when analysed both separately and together, de-
scribe the Peregrine and its habits, behaviour and characteristics. The Peregrine is often
seen in mountainous environments. As mentioned it is the fastest flying bird of prey
and an excellent hunter of Rock Doves. It has a variety of calls. As an adult it has a
cackling call with harsh, chattering, comprising a single staccato note repeated rapidly.
According to Coward the females ‘heck’ or ‘hek’ units are more quickly repeated by the
female, running into a fierce chattering scream ‘hek hek ek- ek- ek’

430  Seealso Richardson 1993, 122,

431 Coward 1920. Also see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 366-375.
Arnott says that the description of the x/pxog in the scene fit the Peregrine. Arnott 2007, 99. According to Keller “Homer unterscheidet
zwischen 7pné und xigxog so wenig, dafl er, wie schon erwihnt, geradezu 7pné xipxog, Falkenhabicht sagt (Od. XIII 86). Welche
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nélea
The méAeia appears in metaphorical form in the scene. It is described as a fluttering dove
(22.140)** that flees before (22.140) a falcon.

Rock Doves are quiet and discreet birds that are at the look-out for predators. The
loud and sharp wing clapping is characteristic of birds flying up in alarm.*3 As ar-
gued, this sound, produced by their wings, combined with their observant natures may
have been a reason, as suggested above, for describing them as “futtering”. The rapid,
angled wing beats of wings result in great speed.”* Rock Doves are often hunted by

Peregrines.*?

Interactions and functions in the scene

xigxog
The metaphorical falcon serves as a description for Achilles, who chased Hector from
behind. The falcon as well as the dove mark the warriors’ movements and spatial po-
sitions in relations to each other. There are clear hierarchies in strength and might
between the falcon and the dove which emphasise the balance of strength and might
between Achilles and Hector at this moment. Further the use of the falcon indicates
that Achilles’ speed was very great as he chased Hector, and that he ran faster than him.
It is likely that the falcon as swiftest of winged things (22.139) implies that Achilles was
the swiftest among all humans. Achilles and Hector seem to move about as fast here
as the two goddesses Hera and Artemis did in sCENE 30. Since no human can run as
fast as a Peregrine I suggest that the falcon indicate that Achilles exceeded his humans
limits. He was not entirely a human however, since he was born of a goddess. He may
also have been motivated by a god at this moment.

A falcon is wild and aggressive and it calls with shrill cries during the hunt, some-
thing which signals that Achilles was wild and aggressive as well at that moment and
that he probably screamed in repeated and Peregrine like war cries as he chased Hec-

tor. Since the falcon darted on the dove again and again we can presume that Achilles

Habichtspezies Homer im Auge hat, 1ifit sich nicht ausmachen.” Keller 1913, 19, also see 13—26. According to Thompson xigxog is a
poetic name for a hawk and that it in the scene is an emlem of swiftness. Thompson 1936, 144-146. Boraston comments, “he who
wrote those four lines had known Peregrine and Lanner in their mountain haunts, and the rock doves in their caves.” Boraston 1911,
227. Pollard does not comment on this scene in particular but when an g€ pursued a dove in 7/ 21.494 (SCENE 30) he suggested the
Peregrine. Pollard 1977, 81. Richardson suggests “hawk”. Richardson 1993, 122. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest that xigxos and Zgain
Homer is a Peregrine. Voultsiadou & Tatolas 2008, 307.

432 See LSJ s.v. tofgwy ‘timorous, shy, in Hom. always epith. of doves’. Also see LS] supplement s.v. to7owy ‘epith. of, or name for, dove’.
Kirk points out that moAvtgrgwya at 1. 2.502 and 592 shows that Te7ew can also be a substantiv, the name of the genus, or it can be the
wild rock-pigeon and méAeia the tamer dove. He further refers to Hesychius who glossed rorpwy as light and swift. Kirk 1990, 139.

433 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 285, 290.

434 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 285.

435 According to Pollard the dove in the scene is a Rock Dove. Pollard 1977, 81: Boraston 1911, 227. According to Thompson 7éAera in
Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225-231, esp. 227. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest Rock Dove. Voultsiadou &
Tatolas 2008, 307. For doves in antiquity also see Keller 1913, 122-131, esp. 127.
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chased Hector in a similar way and that like the falcon he was close at hand to his
prey, Hector. Being that close, Achilles becomes even more threatening to Hector. The
falcon’s heart that commands it to seize the dove says something also about Achilles’
eagerness and “instinct” to kill Hector. It is easy to understand Achilles’ own emotions
at this moment and his wish to seize Hector and kill him, and by doing so avenge
Patroclus. The falcon however makes Achilles appear more like a wild avian hunter
and killer than a human at this moment. The falcon did not kill the dove in the scene,
however, nor did Achilles kill Hector — yet.

nélea
Hector is showed as a dove that tries to escape from someone who is stronger, more ag-
gressive and faster. The dove marks Hector as Achilles’ wild and avian prey as well as
emphasising his panic and fear of getting caught by him. It was when Hector saw Achil-
les coming against him that he got scared and started to, see 22.136-137. It is not strange
that Hector feared Achilles since he came towards him so powerfully. We know from 7.
19.12-14 that only to look on Achilles’ armour was enough to evoke fear even in the brave
and skilled Myrmidons.** It is however somewhat startling that Hector as the Trojan
commandor reacted in this way when he was aware that he was being watched by Trojans
and Achaeans. Perhaps Hector realised that the divine support from Zeus and Apollo
that he had earlier received were not as strong any longer, and perhaps he observed in
what more-than-human way Achilles darted towards him and realised that he could not
repel him at this moment. It is interesting that Hector said, lez us know to which of us the
Olympian will grant glory (22.130) just before Achilles came near. The bird scene in a way
indicates that it was not Hector’s flecing as a dove that was glorious but Achilles’s chas-
ing of him as a Peregrine. It seems to be a message here saying that humans have to be
cautious about what they are saying. Futher one starts to suspect that Zeus or some other
god, is mixed up in what was happening. If we further compare with SCENE 30 again, we
know that Artemis, who tried to escape from Hera, fled to Zeus on Mount Olympus.*’
There was however nowhere for Hector to escape at this moment. He was left alone with

no help forthcoming. Apollo did not leave Hector completely however until 7. 22.213.%%

436 Willcock discusses that lines 22.136-137 contrast with line 22.96 and he adds that “this ambivalence about Hektor’s real courage
appeared already in Book X VI, where line 367 neglected the impression of line 363.” Willcock 1984, 293. Jones suggests that “the hawk/
Achilles, with its speed/his swift feet determined to kill, swooops after/flies after a timid dove/terrified Hector, which runs for it/who
turns in flight. The shriek of the hawk (Achilles’ battle cry) and its strikes at the dove foreshadow what is about to happen.” Jones 2003,
292.

437 See Il. 21.505—508.

438 At Il 22.201-204 Apollo for the last time roused Hector’s might and made his knees swift. The next moment Zeus lifted up the golden
scales and down sank the day of doom for Hector. At that Apollo left him. See 7/ 22.167-213.
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Scene 33 — 1. 22.300—316

“

300 “... viv 0¢ O éyyoSh wor Savaros naxcs, otd’ T dveudey,
301 000 aMén: 7 yag oa malat T ye pilTegoy Tev
302 Znyi e nal Aios vit éxnBodw, of ue magos ye
303 Teo@goves eiglaTo VOV aUTE pe woia xiydVeL
304 un) way acmoudl ye xal axAeids damoloiumy,
305 aMa uéva ¢ékas T xai éoaouévorat muSéaSar.”
306 Qg dpa pwyioas eiglorato gaoyavoy 68U,
307 16 of Umo Aamagny Tétato uéya Te oTiBagoy Te,
308 oiunaey 02 aleis s T’ aleTos WimeTels,

309 65 T’ elTy mediov 02 Q1o vepéwy épeBevvidy

310 agmabwy 4 aev’ dualqy 4 TTdxa Aaywoy:

311 &g "Extwe olumae Tvaoowy gaoyavoy 6&U.
312 ogundn 0 Ayidels, uéveos 0 dumAgoaTo Syuoy
313 dygiou, meoodey O adxog aTégyoio xaule

314 xahov daidadeov, ropu O éméveve pacv

315 TeTpagalw: xalal 0¢ mepioaeiovto Edzeigan

“...Now
surely is evil death near ar hand, and no more far from me,
nor is there a way of escape. So I imagine long since this
was the pleasure of Zeus, and of the son of Zeus, the god
who strikes from afar, those who in the past used ro protect
me with ready hearts; but now again has my fate caught up
with me. Not without a struggle let me die, not inglori-
ously, but having done some great deed for men yet ro be
born to hear.”

So saying, he drew bis sharp sword that hung beside his
Sflank, a great sword and a mighty, and gathering himself
swooped like an eagle of lofty flight that darts to the plain
through the dark clouds to seize a tender lamb or a cower-
ing hare; so Hector swoaped, brandishing bis sharp sword.
And Achilles rushed at him, bis heart full of savage might,
And before his chest he made a covering of his shield, fair
And elaborately worked, and tossed his bright four-crested

helmet; and fair about it waved the golden plumes that
Hephaestos has set thick about the crest.

316 yoloeat, as “‘Hoaiotos iet Aowov dquel Saucidg.

(1l. 22.300—316)

Background

When Achilles had chased Hector thrice about Priam’s city Zeus spoke and said that he
was grieved for Hector. He asked the gods whether they should save him from death or
vanquish him now at the hands of Achilles. Athena replied by saying, what a thing you
have said! A mortal man, doomed long since by fate, are you minded to free from dolorous
death? (Il. 22.179-180). Zeus answered that he was in no way speaking in earnest and
told her that he wanted to be kind to her. He said to her “Be done with it as your mind
is set and hold back no longer.”(ll. 22.18s). At that she darted down from the peaks of
Olympus. Apollo roused might in Hector a last time and made swift his knees. When
he and Apollo had come to the springs the fourth time, Zeus lifted up his golden scales,
and set in them two fates of grievous death, one for Achilles, and one for horse-taming Hec-
tor; then he grasped the balance by the middle and raised it; and down sank the day of doom
of Hector and went away to Hades; and Phoebud Apollo left him (II. 22.209-213). Athena
then came to Achilles and told him that she would go and persuade Hector to fight
with him in single combat. In the likeness of Deiphobus, Hector’s loved brother, Ath-
ena spoke to Hector and spurred him on, and in this way she deceived him into fighting
with Achilles. Being now more confident, Hector went to face Achilles again. He tried
to make Achilles agree with him under oath that there should not be any maltreatment

of their corpses, but Achilles refused and said that it was not possible for them to be
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friends. Achilles added that there was no escape for Hector and said, but soon will Pallas

Athene vanquish you by my spear (Il. 22.270—271). Athena then intervened so that Hector

lost his spear and when he called after Deiphobos for his long spear, his brother was not

there. At that moment Hector realised that the gods had called him to his death and

that Athena had deceived him. Hector is speaking to himself when the scene starts.

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 33 - /1. 22.300-316

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behavoiur and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

aletog (22.308)

LSJ s.v. eagle, as a bird of omen,...I1.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of
Zeus...Il.24.310
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Darts to the plain through the dark clouds to catch a lamb or
covering hare. Highflying.

Unspecific

High up in the air. A movement through the clouds and towards
the ground.

High
An eagle, possibly the Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos

Form

Metaphorical

Interactions
Birds and birds

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

Hierarchies: a hunter and its presumptive prey An eagle that seizes
lambs or hares.

Describes Hector in an eagle-like parallel way when he swooped
against Achilles and was brandishing his sharp sword against him.
The “eagle metaphor” indicates that there was something unusual
and special about Hector at this moment.

Functions

439 Il 22.145-299.

* An eagle-specific metaphorical parallel that describes Hector
when he swooped against Achilles and was brandishing his
sharp sword against him.

Brings information about Hector at this moment in time and
space.

Shows that Hector’s movements against Achilles were powerful
and fast.
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Aspects Scene 33 - /1. 22.300-316
Functions * Shows that Hector’s movements against Achilles were powerful
and fast.

* Indicates his view of Achilles as a smaller and lesser enemy.

¢ Gives his movements and states a kind of wild and avian hunter
character.

* Signals that there was something unusual and more-than-hu-
man about him at this moment which may be a result of double
motivation.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The aietog appears in metaphorical form. It is described as an eagle of lofty flight that
darts to the plain through the dark clouds to seize a tender lamb or a covering hare (22.308—
310). This sequence focusses on the eagle’s high position in the air and that it swoops
down from above onto a smaller mammal. It emphasises the eagle as a hunter of a
medium sized mammal, a hare.

The Golden Eagle is high circling, often to great heights especially on fine days in
winter and early spring. It normally hunts by flying low but it happens that it stoops
from a height after a prey. On those occasions the eagle’s stoop is fast and it strikes
with its talons in a brief rush or with a swift pounce. Most preys are taken from the
ground. Golden Eagles hunt mammals, and medium-sized species are preferred, e.g.,
rabbits, Orycrolagus cuniculus, hares, Lepus, marmots, Marmota, and other medium-

sized mammals such as sheep, Ovis.*

Interaction and functions in the scene
The eagle is used to describe Hector at a very special moment of time. He knows that
no god supports him any longer and that his death is near.*' Athena has robbed him
of his spear and shortly before he was running before Achilles in a dove-like way. Now
Hector wants his attack to be glorious and he attacks Achilles/a hare in a powerful and
swooping eagle-like way. Described in this way the eagle emphasises Hector as a wild
and avian hunter. Hector is however not fully armed for the combat since he drew his
sword, the only weapon he has left.

There are many possible points of comparisons between the eagle versus Achilles, but

not many between the hare and Achilles since Achilles almost immediately rushed at

440 For Golden Eagles see Cramp & Simmons 1980, 236-240. Boraston suggests that the eagle in the scene refers to Bonelli’s Eagle.
Boraston 1922, 235—236. Also see Pollard 1977, 76—79. For eagles in ancient sources see also Arnott 2007, 2—4; Thompson 1936, 2—17;
Keller 1913, 1-6. Voultsiadou & Tatalos identify the a/zto/in Homer not as species but as “Eagle”. Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

441 Itis interesting to consider the dark clouds on line 22.309 as an allusion to Hector’s coming death.
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Hector not as a hare but as the powerful warrior he was. It seems that the hare is not in
the scene to emphasise the balance of strength and might between Hector and Achil-
les but mainly to mark Achilles as the target for Hector’s attack. The hare is further
described from the eagle’s point of view. Does the hare perhaps have something to say
about Hector’s view of his enemy? I suggest that it has, and it may also say something
about Hector’s deepest emotions. Since Hector wants to make a last and glorious stand,
he even asks for it, see line 22.305, and since he is deeply afraid of Achilles since he
knows Achilles is the stronger, he has to view Achilles as lesser than himself.*> When
he thinks of Achilles as a hare he makes the situation endurable for himself at this criti-
cal and risky moment. With this view he dares to attack Achilles even if he is afraid of
him.*® In a deeper sense the tender lamb or cowering hare can be seen as projections
of Hector himself and his temporary mood and deepest emotions when being in this
dangerous situation. In such interpretation it is Hector who feels vulnerable and a
victim, i.e., like a tender lamb, and who wants to escape** and who is terrified like a
cowering hare. At the same time one view his last wild attack as his last heroic charge,
but the question must be asked: could Hector muster his forces to attack like this with-
out divine motivation?*#

Since Hector swooped down like an eagle we can presume that his movements were
fast and powerful. As when other powerful and swift birds are used in the //iad as
metaphorical parallels to a warrior and his temporary activities and states, I suggest
that the powerful “eagle metaphor” indicates that Hector surpassed his human capaci-
ties for a while. I would also like to suggest that he was given help from Zeus, and that
Zeus' “eagle-empowerment” of Hector was Zeus’s, as well as the poet’s, way to honour
Hector in the last minutes of his life.**¢ T further suggest that Hector’s sharp sword
that hung by his side in line 22.306 in the scene, is associated with the eagle’s killing
weapons, its talons. It is further likely that Hector’s movements when he was gathering
his forces in line 22.307, can be associated with a Golden Eagle that gathers its wings

before an attack on a prey.

442  Compare also with sCENE 5 where I suggested that the Trojan warriors viewed the Achacans as lesser than they were, i.e., as high-flying
cranes looking at the Achaeans as pygmy men.

443 Also see Jones who suggests that Hector is bolstering up his courage and strength for a final effort, picturing himself as the winner and
Achilles the loser. Jones 2003, 294.

444 See lines 22.301.

445 Willcock suggests that Hector attains true heroism and nobility in the scene. Knowing it to be hopeless, he attacks like an eagle.
Willcock 1976, 246. See also Richardson 1993, 137.

446 Zeus usually pities humans who accuses him of wrong-doings and Hector accused Zeus on lines 22.301-302. In this situation Zeus still
had a chance to fulfil Hector’s last wish: Not without a struggle let me die, not ingloriously, but having done some great deed for men yet to
be born to hear (22.304—s). One might however find that such honouring appears “half-hearted” if there was one since the eagle neither
succeeds to kill a lamb nor a hare. Instead Hector died from a spear struck from Achilles, see 22.617—363. At least Hector did not appear
as a terrified dove in his last combat.
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Scene 34 — I1. 23.850-883

850 Altap 6 Tofeutiion Tider loevta aidngoy,

851 nad 0 étider Oéna péyv medéncag, Oéxa O quimédenra,
852 igTov 0’ ErTyoey vnos xuaveme@eolo

853 ™yt émi YaudSors, éx 0¢ Tonewva mEeiay

854 Aemti) umoivdw dfjoey modos, fis do’ dveryer

855 Tobele- o5 uév xe Paly Tonewva méleiay,

856 mavtas asipauevos meAéxneag oinoy O0¢ pepéadw:

857 05 0¢ xe umeivdoto TOxY doviSos GuagTY,

858 Guowy yag O neivos, 6 0 olretar Guimédenna.”

859
860 av 0’ doea Mugiovys Sepamwy éiic Tdouevijos.

Q¢ Zpat’, doto &’ Enerra Bin Teingoio dvartos,

861 xhijgovs 0’ v nuvéy yalnnpei maAdoy EAdyres,
862 Teingos 0¢ mp@Tos xAfow Adyev: altina o lov
863 ey émnpatéws, 000’ Nmeilyoey Gvaxti

864 apviv mowToyovwy GéEety wleitny énatouBy.
865 ooviSos wev auaote: uéymee yag of o v’ AmoAAwy
866 avtag 0 unevdov Bale mag wodw, T 00T’ Govigt
867 avtingd 0’ amo uneSoy TauE TNgoS GiTTOS.

868 1) uév Emeit’ §ite moos olpavoy, 1 O0¢ mageidn

869 unowdog moti yaiav: atag xeladnoay Ayaioi,
870 omegyouevos 0’ doa Mugiovns ééeipuae yetpos
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872 avrina 0 Greilqoey énnBoidw Amolwn

873 apv@v mowToyovwy oéEety whertny EnaouBuy.
874 U 0’ Imo vegéwy eide Tonowva méleiay:

875 T4 0’ 6 e dwelovaay Umo wréguyos Bale uéoany,
876 avtingd 0¢ OiiiAde Bédogt To wev ay émi yaiy

877 meoaSev Mugiovao mayy modos: alTag 1 ogvis
878 irt( épelouévy vmos nvavomeweoio

879 alyéy’ amengéuacey, aly 0¢ mrega muxva AiaoSey.
880 wrug 0 éx uedéwy Suuos mrato, Tile & an’ alrot
881 nammeae: Aaol 0’ al Smeivto e SauPyoay Te.
882 av 0’ dpa Mugiovyg medéncas déna mavras deipe,
883 Teingog 0" quimédenna égey noidas émi vijag.

Background

Then for the archers he set out as a prize dark iron — ten
double axes he laid down, and ten single; and he set up the
mast of a dark-prowed ship far offin the sands, and with a
slender cord fastened to it by the foot a fluttering dove, and
commanded them to shoot at it. “Whoever hits the flutter-
ing dove, let him take up all the double axes and carry them
home; and whoever hits the cord, though he miss the bird,
since his is the worse shot, he shall take as his prize the
single axes.”

So he spoke, and Meriones sprang up the might of the lord
Teucer, and Meriones the mighty attendant of Idomeneus.
Then they took the lots and shook them in a brazen helmet,
and Teucer drew the first place. Immediately he let fly an
arrow mightily, but he did not vow that he would sacrifice

to the lord Apollo a glorious hecatomb of firstling lambs.
So he missed the bird, for Apollo grudged him that, but hit
the cord beside its foot with which the bird was tied, and
clean away the bitter arrow cut the cord. Then the dove
darted skyward, and the cord hung loose toward earth;
and the Achaeans shouted aloud. But Meriones speedily
snatched the bow from Teucer’s hand — an arrow he had
long been holding while Teucer aimed — and vowed im-
mediately that he would sacrifice to Apollo who strikes
[from afar a glorious hecatomb of firstling lambs. High up
beneath the cloud he spied the fluttering dove; there as she
circled round he struck her squarely beneath the wing, and
clean through passed the shaft, and fell again and fixed it-
self in the ground in front of Meriones’ feet; but the dove,
lighting on the mast of the dark-prowed ship, hung down
her head, and her thick plumage drooped. Swiftly the life
fled from her limbs, and she fell far from the mast; and the
men gazed and were struck with wonder. And Meriones
took up all ten double axes, and Teucer took the single to
the hollow ships.

(1. 23.850-883)

Achilles killed Hector with his spear and stripped him of his armour. He ordered the

Achaeans to go back to the Achaean camp and carry Hector’s body there. He then

pierced holes in the tendons of Hector’s feet and fastened throngs of oxhide there. In

these throngs he dragged Hector’s body after his chariot so that Hector’s corpse and

head that trailed behind became mutilated against the ground. As they watched that,

the Trojans groaned and wailed for their loss of Hector and his body. When the Ach-

acans came to their camp they wailed and mourned for the death of Patroclus. After
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Patroclus’ funeral pyre and the offerings, the funeral games took place. When the scene

starts Achilles is arranging for the archery contest.

Analysis

Aspects

447

Scene 34 - /I. 23.850-883

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behavoiur and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

médeia (23.853; 8553 874)

LS] s.v. ‘dove or pigeon, esp. wild rock-pigeon, Columba livia’
Cunliffe s.v. ’a wild dove or pigeon’

Was fastened to a mast by its foot. It darted towards the sky when
it got loose from the cord. High up under the clouds it circled
round and was struck beneath the wing by an arrow. It fell down
onto the top of a mast with its head and wings hanging down

before it died and fell down.

When an archery contest took place during the funeral games for
Patroclus.

Close to a mast that was fastened to the ground, then high up
under the clouds, then at the top of a mast, and then far from the
mast, presumably on the ground.

Ornithological accuracy High

Suggested taxonomic status Rock Dove, Columbia livia
Form Physical

Interactions

Birds and birds -

Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

Birds and gods

The Achaean warriors Teucer and Meriones shot at the dove in an
archery contest during the funeral games for Patroclus. Meriones
shot the dove and won the first prize. The arrow passed through
the dove and affixed itself in front of Meriones’ feet. The wounded
dove dropped onto the mast and when dying it hung down its
head and drooped its feathers. It then fell far from the mast. The

Achaean men gazed and were struck with wonder.

Functions

447 Il 22.361-23.849.

* A dove-specific living target in a context.
* A target in a contest for archers.
¢ Evoked the Achaean warriors wonder.
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Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The nmé)eia appears in physical form in the scene. It is described as a fluttering dove
(23.853; 874)*® which is realistic since the Rock Dove, which is the species I have sug-
gested, is a quiet and discreet species of dove that are very observant for predators.
The loud and sharp wing-clapping is characteristic of birds flying up in alarm.*® As
argued, this clutter that is produced by the wings, combined with Rock Doves obser-
vant natures may have inspired to describe them as flustering (23.853; 874). The scene
further describes that the dove darted skyward (23.868) and that it circled round (23.875).
Rock Doves are often circling high up in the sky and the circling is often a behavior
that precedes landing. Its flight is further the most dashing of the genus, and its rapid,
angled beats of wings produce a great speed.”® The sequence that describes how the
dove seated itself down on the mast again bending down its neck and wings after being

wounded is however dramatized.®!

Interactions and functions in the scene

The dove is interacting with the Achaean warriors, who have an archery contest during
the funderal games for Patroclus. It is the men’s contest that is in focus and the dove
acts mainly as a target. The dove was at first tied by the foot to the mast.** When Teuc-
er’s arrow cut the cord and the dove flew away, the Achaeans shouted aloud (23.869)*3
Meriones then shot the dove beneath the wing when it was up in the sky. The arrow
landed in front of his feet. The dove fell down on the mast and hung down its head and
the plumage drooped.”* Dying she fell far from the mast. At all that the men gazed
and were struck with wonder (23.881) All these details indicate that the Achaeans re-
acted strongly to the event and that they had experienced something that was unusual.
It seems that the warriors initially did not care about the dove as a living creature at all:

for them it was just a target. At the end of the event, it seems that they viewed the dove

448 LSJs.v. Temewy ‘timorous, shy, in Hom. always epith. of doves’. Also see LS] supplement s.v. Tofgwy ‘epith. of, or name for, dove’. Kirk
points out that moAvtgfewya at I1.2.502 and 592 shows that Tegewy can also be a noun, the name of the genus, or it can be the wild rock-
pigeon and 7éAera the tamer dove. He further refers to Hesychius who glossed rofgwy as light and swift. Kirk 1990, 139.

449 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 285, 290.

450 Cramp & Simmons 1980, 285, 290.

451 Boraston suggests that mé)era is a Rock Dove, Boraston 1911, 216; 227. According to Pollard megiorepd and médeia were names for
pigeons in general whereas mé)eia was applied to the Rock Dove and Stock Dove. Pollard 1977, 56. According to Thompson méAea in
Homer undoubtedly means Rock Dove. Thompson 1936, 225—231, esp. 227. Voultsiadou & Tatolas suggest Rock Dove. Voultsiadou &
Tatolas 2008, 307. For doves in ancient sources see also Arnott 2007, 170-171; Keller 1913, 122131, esp. 127.

452 Richardson refers to the scholia that records the variants 76da for 70065 and @g yae dvyer. BT (855) points out that the dove was harder
to hit when tied by the foot, as it could flutter about. Richardson 1993, 267.

453 Richardson suggests that the spectators applauded and refers to 23.847. Richardson 1993, 268.

454 Richardson discusses how this is a vivid and pathetic picture. He further refers to Aristarchus who in line 879 seem to have read Aidodey
active Ara{w, which occurs once in Lycophron, meaning “loosen”. Aizo3ev means “dropped” or “drooped”; cf. 15.543 etc., of a fallen
warrior. Richardson 1993, 269. Also see Leaf 1900, 531—533; Willcock 1984, 311 and Jones 2003, 308.
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somewhat differently - that they viewed it a sign. It is ambiguous whether the dove was
a sign from the gods or not since no confirmation is given by the poet. At least one can
say that the dove became a subject for wonder among the Achaean warriors and for us
who are exposed to the scene so many years after it was created.

Perhaps the dying dove with its hanging head expresses a gesture and a message of

sorrow in a similar way to Balius and Xanthus, Achilles’ two horses, who in sorrow for

Patroclus death bowed their heads when he had died.**

Scene 35 — 1. 24.308—321

308 “Zet matep "IonSey uedéwy xidioTe uéyioe,
309 0o u’ és AgiMijos pidov ENSeiv 10" éectvoy,

, , o o
310 méudoy & olwvoy Tayuy ayyedov, o5 Te goi alTd
31T @idTaTos oiwviy, xai &V xodTos éTi UéYITTOY,
312 Ockiov, oped wiv alros év opSaluoizt vonoas
313 TO) mavves éml vijas iw Aavady Tayumdlwy.”
314 Qg Epat’ elyouevos, Tov O Enlve umrieta Zevs.
315 alTina 0’ aleTov Yxe TEAEIOTATOY TETEMVDY,

, Yy \ ,
316 woppvoy SmenTie’, 0v nal megxvoy xaAéovaty.
317 oo 0 Uogoworo Sy Saltduoto TéTunTar
318 avépos agveroio i xhmiv’ agaguia,

;o . ” ;o ,
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321 vpSmoay, xal waow évi eeeai Suuog iayvdn.

Background

“Father Zeus, who rules from Ida,
most glorious, most great, grant that I may come to Achil-
les’ hut as one to be welcomed and pitied; and send a bird
of omen, the swift messenger that to yourself is dearest of
birds and is mightiest in strength; let him appear on my
right hand, so that, noting the sign with my own eyes, I may
have trust in it, and go to the ships of the Danaans of swift
steeds.”

So he spoke in prayer, and Zeus the Counselor heard
him. At once he sent an eagle, surest of omens among
winged birds, the dusky eagle, the hunter, that men call
also the black eagle. Wide as is the door of some rich
man’s high-roofed treasure-chamber, a door well fitted
with bolts, so wide spread his wings this way and that; and
he appeared them on the right, darting across the city.

And at sight of him they rejoiced, and the hearts in the
breasts of all were warmed.

(Zl. 24.308—321)

After Patroclus’ funeral games Achilles binded Hector’s body once more behind his
chariot and hauled him thrice round Patroclus mound. He then left Hector’s body
there with his face in the dust. At that Zeus from Mount Olympus sent Thetis to Achil-
les to tell him that the gods were angered with him since he had not given Hector’s
body back to King Priam. Zeus also sent Iris to Priam who told him to bring gifts to
Achilles. Iris further told Priam that a herald, Argeiphontes,®® would attend and guide
him. At that Priam went to his treasure chamber, and spoke to his wife Hecabe. When
Hecabe understood what was going on she uttered a shrill cry, and Priam replied and
said that she should not seek to stay him who was minded to go, and to prove herself a
bird of ill-foreboding in his halls. When Priam and his driver were about to leave He-

455 See Il. 17.437.
456 Hermes, see 7l. 24.334—339.
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cabe came up to them with wine to libate to Zeus. She asked Priam to pray to Zeus, “...
the son of Cronos, lord of the dark clouds, the god of Ida, who looks down on all land of Troy
and ask him a bird of omen, the swiftest messenger that to himself is dearest of birds and is
mightiest in strength; let him appear on your right hand, so that, noting he sign with your
own eyes, you may have trust in it and go to the ships of the Danaans of fleet steeds. But if
Zeus whose voice resounds afar grants you not his own messenger, then I at least would not
urge you on and ask you to go to the ships of the Argives, no matter how eager you may be.”
(Il. 24.290-298). Now Priam listened to Hecabe’s desires and said that it was good to
lift up the hands to Zeus in the hope that he may have pity. After his hand was washed
with water he poured out the wine while looking towards heaven, and he then prayed

to Zeus.*’

Analysis

Aspects

Scene 35 - /I. 24.308-321

Ornithology
Greek bird reference

Lexica

Behavoiur and characteristics

Time context

Spatial context

Ornithological accuracy

Suggested taxonomic status

aleTos (24.315)
LSJ s.v. ‘eagle, as a bird of omen,...I1.8.247, cf. 12.201... favourite of

Zeus...Il.24.310’
Cunliffe s.v. ‘An eagle’

Darted across the city. Its spread wings were wide as the door of
some rich man’s high-roofed treasure-chamber. A dusky eagle, the
hunter, that men also call the black eagle.

Was sent away by Zeus immediately after King Priam’s prayer.

Up in the air at the right of King Priam and some Trojans. It then
darted across the city. Priam and the Trojans were at the citadel of
Troy.
High

An eagle, presumably an adult Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verreauxii

Form

Physical

Interactions
Birds and birds
Birds and other animals

Birds and humans

457 See Il. 24.1-307.

Appeared at the right of King Priam and some Trojans directly
after Priam’s prayer to Zeus. He made his prayer on his wife He-
cabe’s advice, see 1. 24.281-307. At sight of the eagle they rejoiced
and their hearts were warmed, i.e., their mental states were influ-
enced by the eagle as a positive sign coming from Zeus. The effect
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Aspects Scene 35 - /1. 24.308-321
Interactions
Birds and humans of Zeus’ eagle-sign-communication was that they felt relieved and

reassured that Priam could go to Achilles safely and that he would
be welcomed and pitied.

Birds and gods Was sent by Zeus to King Priam as a response to his prayer. It
shows that Zeus heard Priam and indicated his divine presence and
will in a visual and symbolic way where the eagle’s sturdy physical-
ity in some sense embodied Zeus presence and will.

Functions * An eagle-specific messenger, sign, and representation that brings
information.

* Zeus eagle messenger to King Priam and the Trojans.

* Zeus’ response and symbolic answer to King Priam’s prayer.

* A visual, physical sign, being part of an omen, that with its pres-
ence and physical position communicates Zeus’ presence and
will.

* A good sign that confirmed for Priams and the Trojans that his
expedition to and meeting with Achilles would turn out well.

* Asa good sign it influenced them and their mental states, i.e.,
they felt trust in Priam’s risky expedition to Achilles and his
meeting with him.

* Displays the close bond between Zeus and the Trojan king.

* Expresses superior swiftness, strength and power from an avian
hunter-perspective, and emphasises some kind of darkness.

* A possible symbolic representation of Achilles who will soon
meet Priam at his hut.

Comments and interpretation

Ornithology and form

The aieTos appears in physical form in the scene. King Priam asked Zeus to send 4
bird of omen (24.310) that was for Zeus dearest of birds (24.311) and mightiest in strength
(24.310). Priam wished that it would appear on his right hand (24.312).® Zeus heard
his prayer and sent an eagle, surest of omens among winged birds (24.315) ° The sequence
that describes that Zeus sends away an eagle does not refer entirely to an eagle in a wild
sense but may associate to ancient falconry practices where a huntsman sends away an

eagle to catch a prey or someone who sends away an eagle for other reasons that may

458  According to Richardson the eagle appeared to them darting towards the right through or over the city. Richardson 1993, 306.

459  Richardson refers to Arn/A who observed that teAerdraroy does not mean “physically perfect’ but ‘most capable of bringing fulfilment’.”
Richardson adds that the epithet could mean both ‘most perfect’” and ‘most capable of bringing fullfilment’. He further refers to Zeus
Tédetog (A. Supp. 525-526, A. Ag. 973, Fraenkel ad loc.). Richardson 1993, 305. Macleod argues that “...Zeus bird is like him, so too, at
293, its power is greatest as his is. It may also be implied that the eagle brings the “most perfect” augury, the one that is most surely
fulfilled.” Macleod 1989, 114. See /. 8.247, SCENE 9, that uses the same words, Tedetdraroy metenv@v, to describe another eagle that was
sent by Zeus to the humans.
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have been ritual.*® It is notable that the poet wants to emphasise this particular eagle
as a bird that was very special and highly loved by Zeus. Since Zeus seems to be posi-
tioned on Mount Olympus®' Priam’s recalling of Zeus as Father Zeus, who rules from
Ida (24.308) appears to be wrong,.

The eagle is then described as woggvoy Smentie, ov xai megxvoy xaléovor (24.316)
which Murray & Wyatt translate to the dusky eagle, the hunter that men call also the
black eagle** According to Richardson mégxvos means “dusky”, “dark-coloured” and
he suggests that the original sense may have been “dappled”, “with dark patches”. He
further suggests that the eagle in question might have been the same as the one de-
scribed at 7/. 21.252—253.493

I agree with Richardson in that the two eagles seem to be the same kind. The eagle
in song 21 is a metaphorical eagle that describes Achilles in a parallel way in a particular
moment in time and space. That eagle is described as the black eagle, the mighty hunter,
that is both the mightiest and swiftest of winged things (21.252—253).%* It is interesting that
it is Achilles who in that scene is parallelled to a black/dark eagle and that Priam in the
scene in //. 24 aims to visit Achilles at his hut.

The next description of the eagle in the scene under discussion says that it was wide
as is the door of some rich man’s high-roofed treasure-chamber, a door well fitted with bolss,
so wide spread his wings this way and that (24.317—319). This passage indicates an eagle
with a considerable wing-span and a species that might have a particular pattern where
the wings meet, constituting a parallel for the bolts that locks the doors/wings.

The Verreaux’s Eagle, also known as the “Black Eagle”, is a skilful hunter that takes
mainly medium-sized mammals. Its habitat is exclusively wild, extensive, and moun-
tainous regions, remote from human settlements which suits it to the physical envi-
ronment that Zeus probably sent it from, i.e., Mount Olympus.*® People who have
observed a Verreaux’s Eagle say that this species is something exceptional to see. It is
a dark, very large eagle that is heavier than the Golden Eagle. Génsbel describes it as

the largest eagle in west Palaearctic.*®® Its wingspan is 225245 cm which is longer than

460  See note.on falconry in SCENE 9 and interpretation. See also SCENE 10 where Athena sent a heron to Odysseus and Diomedes.

461 See Il. 24.103-104, 24.329—348.

462 LS s.v. wbopvog ‘epith. of an eagle, dub. sens., 11.24.316” The intermediate LS] suggests ‘dusky, dark’.
See also LS] s.v. Smontie ‘poet for Smoatg’. Also see LS] s.v. $nparis ‘hunter’ and LS] s.v. mépxvog ‘dusky, dark in colour, or grapes
when beginning to ripen, or of olives, Poll.1.61, 5.67...11. Subst., name of a kind of eagle, ....J.. 24.316 (Aristarch. mépxvov), cf. Arist.
Mir.835%2, Lyc.260; = mAdyyos acc. to Arist. HAG18b23. (Cf. mpaxvoy, Skt. prsnis * spotted’, Olr. erc, Welsh erch ’speckled’, *dusky’.)’

463 See SCENE 29. Richardson adds that Aristarchus seems to have treated mégivog as the substantive here (HRD/A). Richardson 1993, 305.
Macleod suggests “dark”, “livid” (in colour). Maceleod 1989, 114.

464 Here pélavog (252) is used. See LS] s.v. uélag ‘black, dark: in Hom. generally, dark in colour’.

465 For the current distribution of Verreux’s Eagle see sCENE 29 and del Hoyo et al. 2004, 198.

466 Génsbel 1995, 346; Cramp & Simmons 1980, 245—-251; Svensson & Grant, 2006, 80.
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the Golden Eagle.*” Cramp and Simmons describes that its large size and the charac-
teristic shape of its wings rule out confusion with other eagles of all ages. Its flight is
considerably powerful but still effortless, and the flight action is graceful and clearly
akin to that of the Golden Eagle. An adult Verreaux’s Eagle is all black with white on
the mantle bordering the scapulars, it have a white lower back and rump, and almost
white bases to primaries and primary coverts. Cramp & Simmons describe the white
on the mantle as contrasting white parts that goes between the wings and makes a
V- or U-shaped line on the back. The underwings are distincly patterned*® which is a
detail T suggest agrees with Richardsons reading of négxvos as “dappled”, “with dark

patches”, see above.

Interactions and functions in the scene

Interactions occur in the scene between Zeus, the eagle, King Priam, the Trojans who
observed the eagle, and Hecabe since Priam actually prayed to Zeus on his wife He-
cabe’s advice, see 24.281-307.° In his prayer Priam asked Zeus for a concrete sign that
he could see with his own eyes, see line 24.312.9" He asked Zeus to send the bird of
omen that was for him dearest of birds and mightiest of strength, see 24.310—311. He
further wanted the eagle to appear at his right hand so that he could trust it and go
to Achilles. This marks that “at the right of” was an important spatial placement for
omen interpretation. Priam knew that he was about to set out on a risky mission and
he risked his life not only in the meeting with Achilles, but also in travelling to him
over the battlefield.”? Feeling a need of protection and support he searched for help
and security when he prayed to Zeus. The fact that the eagle turned up at this moment
must have been considered exceptional. When Priam and the Trojans caught sight of
it and that it indeed appeared to them on the right darting across the city #hey rejoiced,
and the hearts in the breasts were warmed (24.321). The reactions and emotions came
immediately and were collective and unambiguous. Perhaps the eagle’s darting across

467  Cramp & Simmons 1980, 234, 24s.

468  See Cramp & Simmons 1980, 244; Svensson & Grant 2006, 80—81.

469  See Cramp & Simmons 1980, 244—24s, 250; Svensson & Grant 2006, 80—81. Jones suggests a Golden Eagle because of its wingspan that
reaches seven feet, which would fit the dimension that is suggested in the comparison. Jones 2003, 315. Cramp & Simmons reports that
the wingspan of the Golden Eagle is 204-220 cm. As mentioned earlier the wingspan of the Verreaux’s Eagle is 225-245 cm. Cramp &
Simmons 1980, 234, 245.

Pollard refers to the eagle in the scene as u6ggvog. Based on Aristotle, HA IX, 618 BII-619 A 3 he suggests the Marsh Harrier or the
Lesser Spotted Eagle. Pollard 1977, 76, also see 77. Since it is likely that the eagle under discussion was sent by Zeus from Mount
Olympus I find that an eagle that prefers mountainous regions more apt for the scene. For eagles in Homer and other ancient sources
see also Arnott 2007, 2—6; Thompson 1936, 2-16; Keller 1913, 1-12. See also Voultsiadou & Tatalos 2008, 307.

470 Also see the “Background” of the scene.

471 Richardson points out that this is the only time in the //iad where an omen is prayed for and that this is an Odyssean motif. Richardson
1993, 304.

472 Itis interesting to compare here with SCENE 10 where Odysseus and Diomedes set out for a risky nighttime war expedition. At that
moment Athena spontaneously sent a heron as a good sign for them.
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the city also marked for them the direction of Priam’s path towards Achilles. With this
eagle we can finally establish that the Trojans as well got a good sign from Zeus and a
sign that for them was not clouded by ambiguity.””*> Their emotions indicate that they
interpreted the eagle as a good sign from Zeus that confirmed for them that Priam’s
expedition would turn out well.* Their reactions also indicate the strong psychological
power of the sign that turned up at this moment as well as Priam’s and the Trojans faith
in it. The effect of Zeus’s eagle-sigh communication was that Priam and the Trojans
were relieved and felt confidence in that Priam could go to Achilles safely and that he
would be welcomed there. Even if the Trojans’ reactions were positive, I would like to
suggest that the black eagle expresses some kind of darkness that may be associated
with Hector’s death, and that the colour aspect of the eagle raises questions about what
is coming. 3

There is no doubt that this eagle was sent by Zeus to King Priam (lines 24.315). Ap-
pearing directly after Priam’s prayer to Zeus the eagle represents the clear connection
between Zeus and the Trojan king. As Zeus’ messenger and as a sign, the eagle also
functions as a communicative channel for Zeus when he needed to communicate with
the humans, more specifically, when he wanted to inform them of his will concerning
coming human activities. This communication and information that was delivered by
an eagle is not only verbal or conceptual: it has above all an emotional and psychologi-

cal effect.

Interactions and functions in the primary narrative

If we leave the eagle’s immediate functions in the scene and its effects on King Priam
and the Trojans and consider its possible wider functions in the primary narrative of
the /liad I would like to suggest that the black eagle described as the hunter in the scene
can be seen as a future-projecting reprentation of Achilles, who Priam will soon meet.
As argued, eagles in the //iad are often used to signify kings and prominent warriors in
parallel ways?® and as argued we know from SCENE 29 that a similar eagle, that seems
to be the same kind,””” was used metaphorically to describe Achilles. It is quite striking
that Zeus in the scene under discussion chooses to send the Black Eagle to Priam at
this moment since when turning up now it becomes a consoling bird for Priam who

fears Achilles so deeply. It seems thus that the eagle can be seen as both a consoling and

473  Compare with the eagles in SCENES 9, 13, and 16.

474 On his way to Achilles Priam was escorted by Idaeus, who drove the four-wheeled wagon pulled by horses and he was guided and
supported by Hermes on his way to Achilles’ hut, see 7. 24.322—478.

475  For a passage that indicates that not all Trojans were confident that Priam’s expedition would be safe, see //. 24.328. See also Segal 1971,
66.

476 See I1. 15.688—695, 17.673—689, 21.251-256, 22.306—319.

477 See also Richardson 1993, 305.
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threatening bird, sign, and omen at this moment. Priam will soon meet his son’s killer
and worst enemy but will Achilles be his worst enemy? If we take some steps further
in the action we see that Achilles at first acted in a way that indicates that he might
even not spare Priam’s life, but after a while, when Achilles and Priam have had some
talking, they shared a meal. Achilles then started to listen to Priam, and finally he gave
Hector’s body back to him. When turning back to the bird scene under discussion it
seems that the Black Eagle, as a symbolic representation of Achilles, comes to meet
Priam, and perhaps also its flying direction across the city spatially displays the direc-
tion to Achilles” hut where Priam will meet him. When viewing Achilles in the “light”
of the Black Eagle, the eagle implies that Achilles was the human who was dearest to

Zeus and the human who was also the swiftest and mightiest of them all.
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IV. DISCUSSION

In the previous chapter the analysis of the 35 bird scenes was made. It is now time to
discuss the results. To do so, I will start by taking up my four main aspects, ornithol-
ogy', form, interactions, and functions, in that order to reach a synthesis and con-
clusion concerning the birds’ presence and roles in the //iad as a whole.

First, the results concerning ornithology are presented in five tables and discussed
with concluding remarks. The first one, 7able 2 deals with behaviour, characteristics, or-
nithological accuracy, and suggested species. In Table 3 the bird references are set in alpha-
betic order with suggested species. Table 4 and Table 5 presents the birds’ time contexts and
spatial contexts while Table 6 presents the most common spatial contexts for the birds.

Following this, the result for the aspect form is discussed by means of 7zble 7 that
presents the birds’ forms as presented in the /iad.

The birds’ interactions are discussed next. 7able § deals with the birds interactions
with the other characters while Table 9 presents the relations and interactions between the
metaphorical birds and the human and divine characters. All tables are commented and
discussed in a concluding section.

The fourth and last aspect in this chapter, the functions of the different birds, is
presented: this required some sort of thematic grouping. I have chosen to use the five
categories that emerge under the aspect form, physical, transformation, metaphorical,
image and other.” It is important to emphasise that in this discussion the aspect func-
tion does not focus on any specific bird in any specific scene as was the case in the
analyses. The aim here is instead to discuss and and try to explain the birds’ presence,
functions and roles in the whole of the //iad.

Ornithology

Table 2. The 35 bird scenes. Behaviour, characteristics, ornithological accuracy, and suggested species,
see page 213—216.

1 Including time context and spatial context.
2 For my definitions of the five categories of form, see Fig. 1. in chapter 2.
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DISCUSSION

Behaviour

1able 2 shows that the birds occur in every songs of the //iad except for 1, 6, 9, and 20,
and that all are described in relation to zoological behaviour, i.e., in 35 of 35 bird scenes
and in 48 of 48 bird descriptions®.

The birds’ behaviours are diversified. They fly, fly swiftly, swoop, circle around, carry
preys in their talons that are dropped, land on a meadow, call, cry, shriek, attack each
other, catch sight of a prey, hunt and attack mammals or other birds, are being at-
tacked, try to escape, flee, sit in a tree, hide in a tree, take steps on ground, winter-
migrate, spring-migrate, run out on ground, will soon feed on human corpses, breed,
scream when seeing the killing of their young, are struck by a snake, etc. These are all
ornithologically accurate behaviours depending on the size and nature of the bird.

The most common behaviour in the material is flying or associated with flying (in 35
of 48 bird descriptions). The birds’ behaviour is often associated to hunting prey (17),
and feeding (9), and they are often calling out and clamouring (9).

The eagles and falcons are usually flying and/or are swooping (13) and are attacking
or are intended to chase a prey (11) The doves mainly are shown fleeing from attacks
by a falcon (2), and in large numbers (2). Daws and Starlings are other birds that try to
escape from falcons (2). The sparrow mother did not try to escape from the serpent in
I[. 2, but stayed with her young and tried in vain to protect them. It is further interest-
ing that the carrion-eating vultures are associate so often with scavenging for human
corpses but without describing the actual scavenging itself (5): rather they set the scene
for what is going to happen later on. It is said that they desire or will devour human
corpses.

10 conclude the birds’ behaviour, the most common behaviour is birds that fly in the
air. They are frequently associated to hunting but feeding, calling and clamouring also
are common behaviours. Another common one is fleeing. In all descriptions the be-

havours suit to the birds chosen ornithologically.

Characteristics

Table 2 shows that the most apparent characteristic is whether the birds appear alone,
in pairs, or are associated with a group or flocks of birds (presumably more than 4
individuals). In 24 of 48 bird descriptions the birds appear individually, in 19 cases
they appear in flocks, and in 4 cases in pairs. In one case the number of birds cannot

be determined (the Peregrines in sCeNE 16). The individual birds are mainly eagles of

3 In this number I count the Griffon Vulture, Black Vulture and the Egyptian Vulture (all 70) as one bird description, Greylag Goose
(277), Crane (yégavog) and Whooper Swan (x0ixvog) as three bird descriptions, and Eurasian Jackdaw (x0A0165) and Common Starling
(Y1j0/bag) as two bird descriptions. The bird called gaAxis and xUpuivdis in SCENE 17, represents one more bird description.

217



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

various species and Peregrines (8+7), but Rock Doves (3), Lammergeiers (2), a Night
Heron (1) and a Scops Owl (1) appear individually also. The group- and flock birds are
mainly Griffon Vultures/Black Vultures/Egyptian Vultures (5), Greylag Geese/Cranes/
Whooper Swans (2), Greylag Geese (1), Cranes (1), Eurasian Daws/Common Starlings
(2), Rock Doves (2) and Spanish Sparrows (1). The pair birds are Rock Doves (2) and
Lammergeiers (2).

A second important characteristic is whether the bird is a hunter or a bird prey. In
14 bird descriptions, the birds are raptors or are associated with hunting prey — birds or
mammals. In 7 cases birds are described as prey. The eagles are described as hunting a
fawn, a snake, geese, cranes, swans, a lamb and a hare, while the Peregrine is described
as a hunter of doves, daws and starlings. The Lammergeier is shown as a hunter of
geese, but does not succeed in taking any prey. The prey birds on the other hand are
described as victims of stronger powers, of birds of prey and in one case of a serpent (the
sparrows in SCENE I). In one case also an eagle is struck by a snake (sCeNE 13). The em-
phasis is on the behaviour, like chasing and hunting, the fleeing from the prey’s point
of view, and on he balance of strength between the interacting animals. It may seem
surprising that the actual killing of the prey is seldom described, but if one considers
that it is the temporarily balance of strength (especially concerning the metaphorical
birds) that is in focus and not the killing it makes sense.” The sparrow family in SCENE
1 is an important exception since their killing is carefully described.

Strikingly often the birds express and are associated with different emotions such as
eagerness, aggression, lust for meat, panic, fear, and sorrow. Thus, the flock of geese/
cranes/swans in //. 2 (SCENE 2) are described in a lively way, while the flock of cranes in
Il. 5 (SCENE 5) appear in a terrified and aggressive way. The carrion-eating vultures that
occur in many scenes desire to feed on human corpses which says something of their
lust for meat. Eagles and falcons are often shown as strong and powerful hunters. They
are usually aggressive and intend to kill prey such as the Peregrine in /. 15 (SCENE 18)
that is described as a dove killer, and the Peregrine in //. 22 (SCENE 32) whose beart com-
mands him to seize her [the dove] (22.142). Towards the other end of the emotional scale,
we find the Rock Doves, which are usually shown as timid and timorous birds. They
usually try to escape from the falcons and their behaviours when fleeing indicates their
fear. Daws and starlings also flee from falcons, and the very sight of a Peregrine terrifies
them (SCENE 25). At the end of this side of the scale, we find the sparrows, which express

vulnerability, helplessness, panic, and death.

4 See further discussion in the section “Metaphorical”.
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10 conclude the birds characteristics, among the most important we find three groups,
(A) the birds that are described individually, in pairs, or in a flocks, (B) the birds that
are described as hunters or their prey, and (C) the birds whose emotional states are de-
scribed, emphasised or associated to someone/something else. In this last group we see
birds in eagerness, wild aggression, lust, fear, and panic. In all descriptions the charac-

teristics suit to the birds chosen ornithologically.

Ornithological accuracy

1able 2 shows that the descriptions of the birds generally show a high ornithological
accuracy. From the total number of 48 bird descriptions, 43 show high and 5§ medium
accuracy. Counted in bird scenes, 31 scenes out of 35 are higly accurate. The results
indicates that the composer of these scenes possessed a high and detailed knowledge of
different birds that was presumably achieved by extensive observations in the field.

My analysis suggests that translations of the bird references can be subdivided into
taxonomic species. Thus, a/etos in the fliad is not mainly used to signify “eagles” in
a general sense but refers to different species of eagles such as the Golden Eagle, the
Verreaux’s Eagle and the Short-toed Eagle. In some cases the bird reference is specific
such is in the case of the éodids in SCENE 10 that clearly describes the nightly habits
of a Night Heron in an accurate naturalistic way. The orgou3ds in SCENE 1 is another
example that seems to describe eight fledglings of Spanish Sparrow, a species that lays
as many as eight eggs. This number coincides with the number of young sparrows de-
voured by the serpent.

The analysis suggests that 70y signifies the carrion-eating vultures per se, namely the
Griffon Vulture, the Black Vulture and the Egyptian Vulture, and in agreement with
scholars such as Pollard and Boraston I have suggested that ayvmos is a name for the
Lammergeier. This species differs much from the carrion-eating vultures in looks and
feeding habits since it feeds mainly on bones and meat from freshly killed mammals.
I have further suggested that @gmy is an alternative name for the Lammergeier in the
liad.

The bird called 77§ is used to signify the most fast flying of all birds of prey and the
analysis suggests that 7p7¢ is a name for the Peregrine. I have further suggested that
xigxog is an alternative name used for the Peregrine.

X7y means goose and for the flock of geese in SCENE 2, 19, AND 23 I suggest Grey-
lag Goose. For the 7épavos and xixvos that occur together with the geese in sCENES 2
and 23 I suggest Crane and Whooper Swan. For the 7épavos in sCENE s I also suggest

Crane.
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In the analyses of the doves it is my opinion that né)eia/neAeias and moAvronewy are
two alternative names used for Rock Dove due to the descriptions of their behaviours
and their names. For the xoloos and Yme/ifae that appear in flocks and are hunted
by a Peregrine in SCENEs 21 and 25 Eurasian Jackdaws and Common Starlings are the
most probable species. Finally, the bird with the two names xJuvdis and gaAxig, whose
physically form was taken by the god Sleep, seems to be a Scops Owl, which is a species
that has a sleepy look and a remarkable way of disguising itself in trees.

Table 3. The bird references set in alphabetic order and with suggested species.

Bird name in nom. Lines SCENE Suggested species according to this author
number
alyumiog 1. 759 SCENE 8 Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
alyumids 1l. 13531 SCENE I§ Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
alyumide 1l. 16.428 SCENE 20 Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
alyumide 1l. 17.460 SCENE 23 Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
aleTic 1l. 8.247 SCENE 9 Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
aleTic 1. 12.201 SCENE I3 Short-toed Eagle, Circaerus gallicus
aieTog Il. 12.219
aleTéc 1. 13.822 SCENE 16 Golden Eagle, Aguila chrysaetos
aleTic 1. 15.690 SCENE 19 Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
aleTic 1l. 17.674 SCENE 24 Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
aleTic 1. 21.252 SCENE 29 Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verrauxii
aleTic 1l. 22.308 SCENE 33 Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
aleTic 1l. 24315 SCENE 35 Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verrauxii
domn 1l. 19.350 SCENE 28 Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
warxic 1l. 2.460 SCENE 2 Crane, Grus grus
vépavoc 133 SCENE § Crane, Grus grus
vépavoc 1. 15.692 SCENE 19 Crane, Grus grus
s Il 4.237 SCENE 6 Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus,
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neaphron percnopterus
e 1. 11.162 SCENE II Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus,
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neaphron percnopterus
i 1. 16.836 SCENE 22 Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus,
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus
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Bird name in nom. Lines SCENE Suggested species according to this author
number

e 1. 18.271 SCENE 26 Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus,
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnop-
terus

en Il. 22.42 SCENE 3I Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus,
Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnop-
terus

dowdids 1l. 10.274 SCENE IO Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax

TonE 1. 13.62 SCENE 14 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

TonE 1. 13.819 SCENE 16 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

TonE 1. 15.238 SCENE 18 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

TonE 1. 16582 SCENE 21 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

TonE 1l. 18.616 SCENE 27 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

Tomk 1l. 21.494 SCENE 30 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

xipnos 1. 17757 SCENE 2§ Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

xipnos 1l. 22.139 SCENE 32 Peregrine, Falco peregrinus

xoMotds 1l. 16583 SCENE 2I Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula

xoMotds 1. 17755 SCENE 25 Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula

xUnvos 1l. 2.460 SCENE 2 Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus

HUNVOS 1. 15.692 SCENE 19 Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus

HOpdIg 1. 14.291 SCENE 17 Scops Owl, Otus scops

médeia 1. s777 SCENE 7 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

nededs 1. 11.634 SCENE 12 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

méleia 1l. 21.493 SCENE 30 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

mélela 1l. 22.140 SCENE 32 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

méilela 1l. 23.853 SCENE 34 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

médeia 1. 23.855

néAela 1l. 23.874

moluTorowy 1l. 2502 SCENE 3 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

moAuTonoWY 1. 2582 SCENE 4 Rock Dove, Columbia livia

oToouSde 1. 2311 SCENE I Spanish Sparrow, Passer hispaniolensis

o TE0USGS 1. 2317

oTooud0s 1. 2326

yadnic 1l. 14.291 SCENE I7 Scops Owl, Orus scops

P 1. 2.460 SCENE 2 Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis

P 1l. 15.692 SCENE 19 Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis

P 1l. 17.460 SCENE 23 Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis

o 1. 16.583 SCENE 21 Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris

Yo 1. 17755 SCENE 25 Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris
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Table 3 shows that there are 18 different bird references in the //iad that can be identi-
fied by species of birds according to modern biological taxonomy.

Of a total number of 48 bird descriptions aizTos occurs most often (8), and it is fol-
lowed by 199€ (6), vy (), medeia/medeiag (s), aryumos (4), xnqv (3), Yéeavos (3), xigxos (2),
xonvos (2), moAvtonewy (2), xootos (2), Yme/bae (2), aomy (1), éowdiog (1), xaAxic/nimvdig
(1), and oTeovdog (1).

The majority of the birds are represented by birds of prey and vultures, arzros (8),
iom& (6), Y0y (5), aryvmog (4), xigxos (2), and @emy (1) that together give a number of 26
out of 48 Rock Doves occur in five scenes as méAcia/meleias (5) and in two scenes as
nodvtgnewy (2). Greylag Geese, Cranes and Whooper Swans occur quite often in the
material, gy (3), yépavos (3), xUnvos (2), while Eurasian Jackdaws and Common Star-
lings occur in two scenes xoAoios (2), Yme/dag (2). Finally there are some birds that oc-
cur only in one scene each, the Night Heron égwdios (1), the Scops Owl, xiundiglgarsnis
(1), and the Spanish Sparrows oreoudos (1).

When adding up the suggested species the Peregrine (8) and the Rock Dove (7) occur
most frequently. These species are followed by the Golden Eagle (s), the Griffon Vul-
ture/Black Vulture/Egyptian Vulture (5), the Lammergeier (5), the Greylag Goose (3),
the Crane (3), the Verreaux’s Eagle (2), the Whooper Swan (2), the Eurasian Jackdaw
(2), the Common Starling (2), the Short-toed Eagle (1), the Scops Owl (1), the Night
Heron (1), and the Spanish Sparrow (1).

10 conclude the section on ornithological accuracy, the analysis shows that the ornitho-
logical accuracy is high in the //iad, in 43 of 48 bird descriptions. The bird references do
not signify mainly groups or families of birds but rather refer to particular species with
specific behaviours and characteristics within those families. Birds of prey and vultures
occur in more than 50% of the birds scenes. Another large group is the gregarious birds
that live in flocks: geese, cranes, swans, jackdaws and starlings. Among the suggested
species, Peregrine (8), and Rock Dove (7) occur most frequently in the /iad.

5 Counted in bird scenes these group of birds are represented in 26 of 35 scenes.
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Time context

Table 4. Time context for the birds and their behaviours.

SCENE Time context Suggested species
Number according to this author
I In breeding season, spring or summer. After the Spanish Sparrow
Achaeans’ offering rites.
2 Early spring and morning, and during spring Greylag Goose
migration is suggested. Crane
Whooper Swan
3 Unspecific Rock Dove
4 Unspecific Rock Dove
5 During winter migration. Are associate with the Crane
future.
6 Future Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
7 Unspecific Rock Dove
8 When Athena and Apollo sat in an oak to watch a | Lammergeier
single combat.
9 Was sent by Zeus after Agmemnon’s verbal com- | Golden Eagle
munication to him.
10 The dark night. After Odysseus and Diomedes Night Heron
had left the Achaean camp. Athena sent it to
them.
I Unspecific Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
2 Unspecific Rock Dove
13 When some Trojan warriors were eager to break Short-toed Eagle
through the Achaean wall.
14 Unspecific Peregrine
15 Unspecific Lammergeier
16 Unspecific Peregrine
After Aias had spoken to Hector. Golden Eagle
17 When Sleep sat in the tall fir tree. Day-time is Scops Owl
indicated.
18 Unspecific Peregrine
19 Unspecific Golden Eagle
Unspecific Greylag Goose
Unspecific Crane
Unspecific Whooper Swan
20 Unspecific Lammergeier
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SCENE Time context Suggested species
Number according to this author
21 Unspecific Peregrine
Unspecific Eurasian Jackdaw
Unspecific Common Starling
22 Future Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
23 Unspecific Lammergeier
Unspecific Greylag Goose
24 Unspecific Golden Eagle
25 Unspecific Common Starling
Unspecific Eurasian Jackdaw
Unspecific Peregrine
26 Future Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture/
27 Unspecific Peregrine
28 Unspecific Lammergeier
29 Unspecific Verreaux’s Eagle
30 Unspecific Peregrine
Unspecific Rock Dove
31 Future Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
32 Unspecific Peregrine
Unspecific Rock Dove
33 Unspecific Golden Eagle
34 During an archery context and the funeral games | Rock Dove
for Patroclus.
35 After Priam’s prayer to Zeus. Verreaux’s Eagle

Table 4 shows that the birds occur in different time contexts, which are sometimes not
specified at all. In as many as 28 of 48 bird descriptions, the time context for the bird
is unspecific. The main part of these descriptions are the metaphorical ones used to
signify a human warrior and his temporary activities on the battlefield. Since the main
focus in those scenes is on the human warrior, the description of the bird does not
normally refer to any separate avian time context. Exceptions are the flocks of geese,
cranes, and swans in SCENE 2 that are used to resemble the Achaean troops that are
advancing on the Scamandrian Plain towards the Trojans, and the flock of cranes in

SCENE § used parallelly to the Trojan troops and their advance towards the Achaean
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warriors. It seems that SCENE 2 refers to birds’ spring migration and SCENE § to winter
migration, which also, as I have suggested, may be associated with the Achaeans’ mili-
tary movements towards the east and the Trojans’ movements towards the west when
they first advanced against each other.

In cases when the time context for the bird is specified, the description refer mainly
to the future concerning human war (4 descriptions of carrion-eating vultures), to
seasons (3 of sparrows and geese/cranes/swans) and to the night (1 of a Night heron).
Birds also appear after human prayers (2 of eagles), after a human had spoken (1 of an
eagle), when gods sit in trees (1 of Lammergeiers and 1 of an owl), when warriors try to
break through the enemy’s military wall (1 of an eagle), and during an archery contest
(1 of a dove).

10 conclude, the time context for the birds are unspecific in 28 of 48 bird descriptions.
The main part are metaphorical birds that signify warriors or group of warriors on the
battlefield. When the time context is specified the birds mainly appear in reference to

the future, to different seasons, after human prayers, or when gods sit in trees.

Spatial context
Table s. Spatial context for the birds and their behaviours.

SCENE Spatial context Suggested species
number according to this author
I High up in a plane tree at Aulis. Spanish Sparrow
2 At an Asian meadow by the streams of Cajstrius. They Greylag Goose
possibly fly at medium and low altitudes, land, settle on the | Crane
meadow, and move forward. Whooper Swan
3 Thisbe where the Boeotians lived. Rock Dove
4 Messe in Lacedaemon. Rock Dove
S Rise and fly high up in the air and then towards the streams | Crane
of Ocean and the pygmies.
6 Are associated with the ground. Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
7 Movements on the ground close to two rivers. Rock Dove
8 At tree level in Zeus’s lofty oak and above the Achaean Lammergeier
warriors.
9 Is sent by Zeus possibly from Mount Ida. Flies high up in Golden Eagle
the air above the Achaean camp and warriors.
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SCENE Spatial context Suggested species
number according to this author
10 Is sent by Athena possibly from the wetlands nearby the Night Heron
Achaean camp. Flies by on Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ right
and close to them, rather low in the air.
11 Are associated with the ground. Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
12 Unspecific Rock Dove
3 High up in the air above the Achaean wall and the Trojan Short-toed Eagle
warriors. Skirts the Trojan army on the left and speeds away
down the wind.
14 Rises to fly and flies aloft in the air, above a high sheer rock | Peregrine
and then over the plain.
15 Movements on the ground. Lammergeier
16 Is associated with the air. Peregrine
Of lofty flight. Flies by on the right hand of and above the | Golden Eagle
Achaean and Trojan warriors.
17 Hidden in the branches of the highest fir at the topmost Scops Owl
forest of Mount Ida.
18 Is associated with the air and down from a hill of a moun- | Peregrine
tain. Is associated with Mount Ida.
19 In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Golden Eagle
At ariver’s bank. Greylag Goose
At a river’s bank. Crane
At a river’s bank. Whooper Swan
20 Upon a high rock. Lammergeier
21 In the air, presumably a medium altitude. Peregrine
In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Eurasian Jackdaw
In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Common Starling
22 Are associated with the ground. Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
23 In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Lammergeier
Unspecific Greylag Goose
24 Unspecific Golden Eagle
25 In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Common Starling
In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Eurasian Jackdaw
In the air, presumably at medium altitude. Peregrine
26 Are associated with the ground. Griffon Vulture/
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
27 Mount Olympus is referred to. It probably flies downwards. | Peregrine
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SCENE Spatial context Suggested species
number according to this author

28 Flies down from heaven through the air. Is associted with Lammergeier
Mount Olympus.

29 Is associated with the air. Verreaux’s Eagle

30 Flees from a falcon into a hollow rock, a cleft. Rock Dove
Chases a dove from behind. Peregrine

31 Are associated with the ground. Griffon Vulture/

Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture

32 Up in the air and close behind a dove. Peregrine
Up in the air and in front of a falcon. Rock Dove

33 In the air. A movement through the clouds and towards the | Golden Eagle
ground.

34 Tied to a mast of a ship that is fastened on the ground. Rock Dove
Then it flies high up under the clouds, is shot and lands at
the top of the mast, and then falls far from the mast, pos-
sibly on the ground.

35 Is sent by Zeus possibly from Mount Olympus. It then flies | Verreaux’s Eagle
to the right of King Priam and some Trojans and darts
across the city of Troy.

Table 6. The most common spatial contexts for the birds

Scenes that refer to or are
associated with such spatial
contexts

Spatial contexts of birds

Birds involved

Flying at medium and/or SCENES 2, §, 10, 14, 19, 2I,

low altitudes 23, 25, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35

Greylag Goose, Crane, Whooper
Swan, Night Heron, Verreaux’s
Eagle, Peregrine, Common Starling,
Eurasian Jackaw, Lammergeier,
Rock Dove

Associated with rather SCENES 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 9, 18,

specific localities in the the | 27, 28, 35
ancient Greek mainland,

Asia Minor or elsewhere.

Spanish Sparrow, Greylag Goose,
Crane, Whooper Swan, Rock Dove,
Golden Eagle, Peregrine, Lammer-
geier, Verreaux’s Eagle

Rising and/or lowering its SCENES 2, §, I3, 14, 18, 27,

position in the air. 28, 33, 34

Greylag Goose, Crane, Whooper
Swan, Golden Eagle, Peregrine,
Lammergeier, Rock Dove

Associated with rocks, SCENES 9, 14, I8, 20, 27, 28,

mountains and mountain 30, 3

peaks

Golden Eagle, Peregrine, Lammer-
geier, Rock Dove, Verreaux’s Eagle
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Scenes that refer to or are
associated with such spatial
contexts

Birds involved

Flying at high altitudes

SCENES §, 9, 13, 14, 18, 27, 28

Crane, Golden Eagle, Short-toed

Eagle, Peregrine, Lammergeier

Associated with behaviour
on the ground

SCENES 6, 7, 11, 15, 22, 26, 31

Griffon Vulture/Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture, Lammergeier

In wetlands and nearby

rivers

SCENES 2, §, 7, 10, 19

Greylag Goose, Crane, Whooper
Swan, Rock Dove, Night Heron

In a tree or a mast

SCENES I, 8, 17, 34

Spanish Sparrow, Lammergeier,
Scops Owl, Rock Dove

Flying on the right or left
side of humans.

SCENES 10, 13, 16, 35

Night Heron, Golden Eagle, Ver-
reux’s Eagle

Flying where the direction is
described or indicated

SCENES 2, §, 35

Grey-lag Goose, Crane, Whooper

Swan, Verreaux’s Eagle

A prey is fleeing and a bird

SCENES 30, 32

Rock Dove, Peregrine

a of prey is pursuing from
behind
Landing and settling

SCENES 2 Grey-lag Goose, Crane, Whooper

Swan

Table s and Table 6 show that the spatial context for the birds are specified in almost all
cases and that they occur in different spatial contexts. In only 3 of 48 bird descriptions
is the spatial context for the bird not specified. These are the sculptured dove decora-
tions on Nestor’s cup in SCENE 12, the geese/Trojans that a Lammergeier/Automedon
swoops among and escapes from in SCENE 23, and the eagle that has the keenest sight of
all winged things under heaven (Il. 17.675), used to signify Menealus in SCENE 24.

In 9 bird descriptions of 48 birds are associated with rather specific localities in the
ancient Greek mainland, Asia Minor or elsewhere. In five of these cases the physical lo-
cation is clearly specified with a site name, Thisbe and Messe, the streams of Caystrius,
and the streams of Ocean (SCENES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5). In the other five cases specific places
have been identified in the analyses and these are usually a mountain from where Zeus
sends out an eagle (SCENES 9, 35), or from where a god has just departed as a metaphori-
cal Peregrine (Apollo in sceNEs 18, and Thetis in SCENE 27) or a Lammergeier (Athena
in SCENE 28).

Common environments where birds occur are sites that are associated with rocks,
mountains and mountain peaks. In those 8 cases in the //iad we find the Golden Eagle,
the Peregrine, the Lammergeier, the Rock Dove and the Verreaux’s Eagle (sCENEs 9,
14, 18, 20, 27, 28, 30, 35). Other common environments are wetlands and nearby rivers.
In the five cases we find the Greylag Geese, Cranes, Whooper Swans, Rock Doves, and
the Night Heron (SCENES 2, 5, 7, 10, 19). In four bird descriptions we also find birds in
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trees or on a mast: the Spanish Sparrows in a platan, the Lammergeiers in an oak, the
Scops Owl in a fir tree, and the dove on a ship’s mast (SCENES 1, 8, 17, 34) Alltogether
the bird descriptions are ornithologically accurate in relation to the environment.

The birds are further described in relation to different altitudes, i.e., high, medium
or low. The eagles that are frequently described as being in lofty flight (Il. 12.201; 219,
16.822, 22.308) are those who occur highest up in the air, but also the Cranes in SCENE
s that arises before the face of heaven (Il. 3.3—4), the Peregrine in SCENE 14 that flies alof?
above a high sheer rock (Il. 13. 63), and the Lammergeiers that in SCENE 20 fight upon a
high rock (Il. 16.429) are described in reference to high altitudes. Among the birds that
fly at medium and/or low altitudes we find Greylag Geese, Cranes, Whooper Swans,
the Night Heron, the Verreaux’s Eagle, Peregrines, Common Starlings, Eurasian Jack-
daws, Lammergeiers, and Rock Doves. We also find Lammergeiers sitting in a tree
(sceNE 8) and on the ground where they are associated with close fighting (SCENEs 15,
20). Lowest on the ground we mainly find Griffon Vultures, Black Vultures, and Egyp-
tian Vultures. These vultures constitutes a large group (SCENES 6, 11, 21, 22, 26 and 31).

Further, birds occur at different spatial positions in the air in relation to humans.
They are usually seen by humans when the bird is above them and their war activities.
The Night Heron flies close by Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ way (SCENE 10), and it as well
as other birds (exclusively eagles) occur to the right or left of humans (sCeNEs 10, 13, 16,
35). Some birds also seem to fly in a certain direction such as the Cranes in SCENE s that
fly towards the streams of Ocean.

10 conclude the birds spatial contexts: these are specified in almost 100%. Common
environments are mountains and wetlands or nearby rivers. Behaviours that are related
to activities on the ground performed by carrion-eating vultures and fighting Lam-
mergeiers, as well as birds in trees, are also important. In many descriptions the birds
occur at different altitudes in the air where they sometimes are rising or lowering their
positions or are described according to whether they are positioned to the right or to
the left of human warriors. In all descriptions the physical environments fit the choice
of bird in an ornithological sense.

It is now time to sum up the ornithological aspects. The variety of species and accurate
and diviersified behaviours and characteristics of birds in the Z/iad indicates a deep
interest and knowledge of different birds. The ornithological accuracy indicates that
this epic tradition embraces extensive experiences from field observations of birds. The
material further demonstrates that the poet was a master in choosing the most “per-
fect” bird and the most “perfect” behaviour and characteristics, for the other contents

and details in the scene.
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The time contexts are both specific and unspecific. The physical eagles turn up three
times after human prayers or after a human has spoken. The image-vultures appear in
references to the future, and the transformation-birds occur in contexts when gods sit
in trees. The time contexts for the metaphorical birds are mostly unspecific, but some-
times they are associated with different seasons such as spring and winter.

The spatial contexts is almost always specified. Common environments are moun-
tains, wetlands or rivers, and the ground as in the case of the carrion-eating vultures. In
all descriptions the behaviour, characteristics, and physical environment fit the choice

of bird in an ornithological sense.

Form

Table 7. The birds forms as presented in the /liad.°

SCENE no Passage Forms Suggested species according to this author
I 1l. 2.284-335 physical Spanish Sparrow, Passer hispaniolensis
2 1l 2.459—466 metaphorical Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis
metaphorical Crane, Grus grus
metaphorical Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus
3 1l. 2.494—510 other Rock Dove, Columbia livia
4 1l. 2581590 other Rock Dove, Columbia livia
5 1. 3.10—9 metaphorical Crane, Grus grus
6 1l. 4.234-239 image Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus/
Black Vulture/Aegypiuns monachus/
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus
7 1l. 5767—791 metaphorical Rock Dove, Columbia livia
8 1l. 75466 transformation Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
9 1. 8.236—252 physical Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
10 1. 10.272-282 physical Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax
I 1. 11.155-162 image Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus/
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus/
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus
12 1], 11.628—643 other Rock Dove, Columbia livia
13 1l. 12.195-257 physical Short-toed Eagle, Circaerus gallicus
14 1l. 13.43—75 metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
15 1. 13.526—539 metaphorical Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
16 1. 13.809-832 image Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
physical Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
17 1l. 14.283—292 transformation Scops Owl, Otus scops
6 For my definitions of the five categories of form, physical, metaphorical, transformation, image and other see chapter 2.
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SCENE no Passage Forms Suggested species according to this author
18 1l. 15.236—244 metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
19 1. 15.688—695 metaphorical Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
metaphorical Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis
metaphorica Crane, Grus grus
metaphorical Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus
20 1. 16.426—432 metaphorical Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
21 1l. 16581592 metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
metaphorical Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula
metaphorical Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris
22 1l. 16.830-842 image Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus/
Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus/
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnopterus
23 1. 17.456—465 metaphorical Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
metaphorical Greylag Goose, Anser anser rubrirostis
24 1l. 17.673-693 metaphorical Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
25 1. 17.755—761 metaphorical Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris
metaphorical Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula
metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
26 1. 18.267—272 image Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus
Black Vulture, Aegypins monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neophron percnoprerus
27 1. 18.614-617 metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
28 1l. 19.349—-356 metaphorical Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus
29 1l. 21.251-256 metaphorical Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verrauxii
30 1l. 21.489—496 metaphorical Rock Dove, Columbia livia
metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
31 1l. 22.38—45 image Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus
Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus
Egyptian Vulture, Neaphron percnopterus
32 1. 22.138-144 metaphorical Peregrine, Falco peregrinus
metaphorical Rock Dove, Columbia livia
33 1l. 22306319 metaphorical Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos
34 1l. 23.850—883 physical Rock Dove, Columbia livia
35 1l. 24.308—321 physical Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verrauxii

1able 7 shows that the birds occur in metaphorical forms in 30 of 48 bird descriptions,
physical (7), image (6), other (3), and transformation (2).

Among the physical birds, eagles are most common (4 of 7). Golden Eagles occur in
SCENES 9 and 16 (each was seen by the Achaean warriors and by the Achaean and Tro-
jan warriors). Among the physical eagles we also find the Short-toed Eagle in sCeNE 13
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(it was seeen by the Achaean and Trojan warriors), and the Verreaux’s Eagle in SCENE 35
(it was seen by King Priam and some Trojans). In this group are also the Spanish Spar-
rows that Odysseus referred to sCENE 1, the Night Heron that Odysseus and Diomedes
heard in SCENE 10, and the Rock Dove that was shot by Meriones in SCENE 34.

When it comes to transformation we have the two Lammergeiers, whose forms were
taken by Apollo and Athena in scenE 8, and a Scops Owl whose form was taken by
Sleep in SCENE 17.

The metaphorical birds are as seen the largest group concering the birds’ forms (30 of
48). From the most common to the least common they are: Peregrine (6 of 30), Lam-
mergeier (4), Golden Eagle (3), Rock Dove (3), Greylag Goose (3), Crane (3), Whooper
Swan (2), Eurasian Jackdaw (2), Common Starling (2), and Verreaux’s Eagle (1). All the
metaphorical birds but one (the geese, cranes and swans in SCENE 19 that are metaphors
for the Achaean ships) resemble in a way and signify divine characters when they are
acting and moving, or one or many humans when the latter are engaged in war activi-
ties, see also Table 9.

The birds that occur in image forms are the carrion-eating vultures, the Griffon Vul-
ture, the Black Vulture, and the Egyptian Vulture that occur in SCENES 6, 11, 22, 26, 31,
and the Peregrines that occur once in SCENE 16.

The birds that occur in other forms are the Rock Doves in SCENE 3 and 4 that char-
acterise two cities and the Rock Doves in sCENE 12 that are sculptured decorations on
King Nestor’s cup.

10 conclude the birds’ forms: birds occur in metaphorical form in 30 of 48 bird de-
scriptions, physical (7), image (6), other (3), and transformation (2). This means that
birds in the //iad are most frequently used metaphorically to signify a human or divine
character. Birds are further used in image form by the human characters almost as often
as they are experienced by the human characters as physical in the meaning of “real”.
Birds that occur as part of a god’s or goddess’s transformation or those being in other

forms occur rather seldom.

Interactions

In this part the focus is on the birds’ interactions with other characters:

¢ Bird and other birds (BB)

* Bird and other animals (BA)
* Bird and humans (BH)

* Bird and gods/goddesses (BG)
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Table 8. Bird references, suggested taxonomic status and in regard of the birds’ interactions with the

other characters.

SCENE Passage Bird name in Suggested species Interactions with
no. the nominative according to this author other characters
1 1l. 2.284-335 orooudos Spanish Sparrow BB, BA, BH,
(BG)*Y
2 1l. 2.459—466 P Greylag Goose BB, BH (BG)
Crane
Yéoavos Whooper Swan
HUNVOS
3 1l. 2.494—510 noAvTeewy Rock Dove BB
4 1l. 2.581—590 moluTpTowy Rock Dove BB
5 1. 3.1—9 Yépavog Crane BB, BH, (BG)
6 1. 4.234—239 e Griffon Vulture/ BB, BH
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
7 1. 5.767—795 médeta Rock Dove BB, BG
8 1l. 754—66 alyvmiés Lammergeier BB, BH, BG
9 1l. 8.236—252 alzToc Golden Eagle BA, BH, BG
10 1l. 10272282 éowdids Night Heron BH, BG
11 1l 1.155-162 e Griffon Vulture/ BB, BH
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
12 1. 11.621-644 nelede Rock Dove BB, BH
13 1. 12.195—-257 aletoc Short-toed Eagle BA, BH, (BG)
14 1. 13.43-84 lomé Peregrine BB, BH, BG
15 1l. 13.526—539 alyumide Lammergeier BH, (BG)
16 1l. 13.809—-832 Tomk Peregrine BA, BH, BG
aleTos Golden Eagle BH, (BG)
17 1l. 14.283—292 qadnis Scops Owl BG
HOWIVOIG
18 1l. 15.236—244 iom€ Peregrine BB, BG
19 1. 15.688—695 aleTés Golden Eagle BB, BH, (BG)
2y Greylag Goose BB
vépavos Crane
xUnvog Whooper Swan
20 1l. 16.419—443 alyvmés Lammergeier BB, BH, (BG)
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SCENE Passage Bird name in Suggested species Interactions with
no. the nominative according to this author other characters
21 1l. 16.581—592 TonE Peregrine BB, BH, (BG)
sohotds Eurasian Jackdaw BB, BH
o Common Starling BB, BH
22 1].16.830-842 | 20y Griffon Vulture/ BB, BH
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
23 1. 17.451-473 alyumios Lammergeier BB, BH, (BG)
P Greylag Goose BB, BH
24 1. 17.673—692 aleTog Golden Eagle BA, BH, (BG)
25 1. 17.755—761 Ydo Common Starling BB, BH
soAotos Eurasian Jackdaw BB, BH
sipros Peregrine BB, BH, (BG)
26 1l. 18.266—273 ) Griffon Vulture/ BB, BA, BH
Black Vulture/
Egyptian Vulture
27 1. 18.614—617 Y3 Peregrine BG
28 1l. 19.349-356 dom Lammergeier BG
29 1. 21.248-256 aleTos Verreaux’s Eagle BH, (BG)
30 1. 21.489—-496 | mé)era Rock Dove BB, BG
om€ Peregrine BB, BG
31 1l. 22.38—45 e Griffon Vulture/ BB, BA, BH,
Black Vulture/ (BG)
Egyptian Vulture
32 1l. 22.130-144 HlpH0S Peregrine BB, BH, (BG)
médeia Rock Dove BB, BH
33 1l. 22.300-316 aleTéc Golden Eagle BA, BH, (BG)
34 1. 23.850-883 Téleia Rock Dove BH
35 1. 24.308-321 aleTos Verreaux’s Eagle BH, BG
*1 In the table I have placed parentheses for those cases where a god might have been involved in the interaction that takes place and

where I suggest that we can trace here through the metaphorical birds that a god or gods have motivated the warriors according to the
concept “double motivation”. For “double motivation” see chapter 1. In the cases of the physical birds the parentheses suggest that a
god has sent the bird.

Table 8 shows that the birds are interacting with birds in 30 bird descriptions of 48, and

with animals in 7 (serpent, fawn, snake, horses, hare, dogs, and lamb). Interactions oc-

cur with human characters on 31 occations, and with divine characters in 29.
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Table 9. The relations and interactions between the metaphorical birds and the human and divine

characters.
No Metaphorical birds Human Activity and intention Divine Activity and
characters characters intention

2 | Greylag Goose Achaean Military advance and

Crane warriors sound from troops.
Whooper Swan
s | Crane Trojan troops | Military advance and
sound from troops.
7 | Rock Dove Heraand | Quickly and
Athena discreetly
walked on
earth. In-
tended to sup-
port human
warriors.

14 | Peregrine (Calchas)* Poseidon | Disappeared
from the hu-
man warriors.

15 | Lammergeier Meriones Was rushing out to

take his spear back in a
war context.

18 | Peregrine Apollo Descended
from the hills
of Mount Ida
to support
Hector.

19 | Golden Eagle Hector Was rushing at one

Achaean ship. Desires
to set it on fire.

20 | Lammergeier Patroclus and | Were rushing towards

Sarpedon each other to fight.
21 | Peregrine Patroclus Was charging through
the foremost fight-
ers and attacking the
Lycian and Trojan
warriors.
Eurasian Jackdaw | Lycian and Were driven into
Common Starling | Trojan war- flight.
riors
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No Metaphorical birds Human Activity and intention Divine Activity and
characters characters intention

23 | Lammergeier Automedon | Was easily fleeing

from and charging on
the Trojans warriors
through the great
throng.

Greylag Goose Trojan war- | The group of Trojan

riors warriors that Autome-

don fled from and
charged on.

24 | Golden Eagle Menelaus His eyes were search-
ing for Nestor’s son in
the throng of Achaean
warriors.

25 | Common Starling | Young Ach- | Were crying and flee-

Eurasian Jackdaw | aean warriors | ing from Aeneas and
Hector when they saw
them coming towards
them.
Peregrine Aeneas and Were following after
Hector the young Achaean
warriors.

27 | Peregrine Thetis Sprang down
from Mount
Olympus. Was
intending to
meet Achil-
les and give
him his new
armour and
weapons.

28 | Lammergeier Athena Left Mount
Olympus. Was
intending to
meet Achilles
and still his
hunger.

29 | Vereraux’s Eagle Achilles Rushed back from

the River and the
River god Scamander.
Was intending to kill
Trojans.
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No Metaphorical birds Human Activity and intention Divine Activity and
characters characters intention

30 | Rock Dove Artemis Fled before
Hera. Wanted
to escape.

Peregrine Hera Chased Ar-

temis. Prob-
ably wanted

to hit her once

more.

32 | Peregrine Achiles Rushed after Hector
intending to kill him.

Rock Dove Hector Fled before Achilles.
Intending to escape.
33 | Golden Eagle Hector Swooped and bran-
dished his spear
against Achilles.

Wanted his last attack

to be glorious.

*1 Poseidon disguised in form and utterance as the seer Calchas.

1able 9 shows that the metaphorical birds describe one or many human or divine char-
acters. It is much more common that a metaphorical bird resembles a human (16 cases)
than a god/goddess (7) .

10 conclude the birds’ interactions: Tables 8 and ¢ speak for themselves. The interac-
tions between bird and other birds, bird and other animals, bird and humans, and bird

and gods and goddesses are intense.

Functions

It is now time to focus on the fourth aspect, the functions of the birds in the //iad. This
part of my discussion is structured in a different way, not by means of tables and con-
cluding remarks, but from five categories which are all based on one of the four aspects
used in the analytical model, the birds’ forms as presented in the //iad. I have chosen
to return to this aspect, that was previously used to divide the material into smaller
parts, since in my opinion this structure helps to clarify the understanding of the birds’
diversified and partly similar functions and to show how humans use them in multiple
ways. The five categories will be presented in the following order; physical (7 of 48 bird
descriptions), transformation (2), metaphorical (30), image (6), and other (3).

7 For definitions of the five categories of form see my analythical model in chapter 2. For the distribution of the categories in the fliad see
Table 7.
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Physical

The physical birds occur in six scenes, in SCENES 1, 9, 10, 13, 16, 34 and 35. They are the
Spanish Sparrows that were devoured by the serpent in Aulis during the Achaeans
offering ceremonies (SCENE 1), the Golden Eagle that was sent to King Agamemnon
by Zeus (sceNE 9) and the Golden Eagle that was seen by the Achaean and Trojan
warriors after Aias’ speech to Hector (SCENE 16), the Night Heron that was sent to
Odysseus and Diomedes by Athena (SCENE 10), the Short-toed Eagle that dropped the
snake amongst the Trojan warriors (SCENE 13), the Rock Dove that was shot during
the funeral games for Patroclus (SCENE 34), and the Verreaux’s Eagle that Zeus sent to
King Priam before he went to Achilles asking him for Hector’s body (SCENE 35).

All physical birds have been perceived and expereienced by the human characters as
“real”. The most common human perception is visual observation that occurs in six of
seven scenes. The Night Heron in SCENE 10 was exclusively perceived by Odysseus and
Diomedes by means of hearing. The physical birds mainly interact with male characters
being kings and warriors.

The physical birds occur in war contexts or in association to war. All these situations
are risky from a human point of view. An exception is the dove being a target in the
funeral games for Patroclus. The spatial contexts of the birds are generally at a high
latitude in the air or up in trees. All birds except the unfledged young sparrows are
flying.

Messengers and transmitters from gods to humans

The physical birds in all but one case (the dove in SCENE 34) function as the gods’ (Zeus
and Athena exclusively) messengers to the humans, sending particular birds (and oc-
casionally other animals such as the serpent that devoured the sparrows in SCENE 1) in
order to communicate and interact with the humans.® The birds thus offer a commu-
nicative channel to the gods.

Using semiotic terminology, being in Zeus’s and Athena’s service the physical birds
are transmitters that deliver information’ from a source, meaning a god, to an addressee,
meaning a human. The destination is always the humans, never the divinities.'’ In this
communicative process there are however some details that we need to consider. When

the physical birds work as the gods’ transmitters, they do not operate in the sense of

8 However, Zeus and Athena as well as the other gods have other ways as well to communicate and interact with the humans such as
Zeus’ thunder and Athena’s intervention on the battlefield when being disguised in different forms.

9 This is coded through an interpretative process.

10 InsceNE I the source is Zeus and the addressees are the Achaean warriors, in SCENE 9 the source is Zeus and the addressee, King
Agamemnon, in SCENE 10 the source is Athena and the addressees, Odysseus and Diomedes, in SCENE 16 the source is not openly
revealed but probably Zeus and the addressees, the Achaean and Trojan warriors and perhaps in particulary Aias and Hector, and in
SCENE 35 the source is Zeus and the addressee, is King Priam.
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delivering Zeus’s and Athena’s communication as a fixed and ready verbal utterance or
“letter” that is announced by someone. Rather, they transmit the message by simply
turning up and showing themselves in the actual time and space context. To function,
the birds have to be ornithologically identified and interpreted by the humans as divine
messengers. The idea that is expressed in the Z/iad is that the physical bird, by showing
itself visually and audibly to the humans — in combination with its movements, spati-
ality, and ornithological identity in time and space, transmits the god’s message, and

also, as will soon be discussed, his or her identity and will."

The mountain-dwelling and sharp-eyed eagle — a powerful symbol of Zeus

Even if the birds appear in lower hierarchical position when operating as Zeus” and
Athena’s messengers, they are still in close relation to them. Considering the physical
environments from where birds are being sent: in one case Zeus sent a Golden Eagle
from Mount Ida to King Agamemnon, and in another a Verreaux’s Eagle from Mount
Olympus to King Priam. On yet another occasion Athena sent away the Night Heron
to Odysseus and Diomedes and it was not revealed from what environment it was sent.
But since this species is closely related to waters and wetlands it is highly probable that
it appeared from the marshy environments of Troy, and not from Mount Olympus.
This indicates, as argued, that Athena had left Mount Olympus and aided the Achae-
ans against Zeus will.

It is further not clearly revealed whether Zeus himself sent away the eagles that oc-
cur in SCENES 13 and 16, but this is highly probable. When we turn to sCenEs 9 and 35
it is said that he sent away an eagle (Il. 8.247, 24.315). It is not clear how Zeus’s sending
away of eagles was carried out. This concept may be associated with eagles sent away by
huntsmen or eagles used for ritual purposes.'” In any case, Zeus sending eagles from
mountains makes the eagle closely related to him in a deep physical sense. Since both
eagles and Zeus are closely related to mountains when it comes to eyries and dwelling,
respectively, the matching is apt. Furthermore, both are strong and powerful and have
remarkable vision: thus, they share properties.”® Being displayed frequently as Zeus’s spe-
cial messenger, the mountain-dwelling and sharp-eyed eagle not only become a sign of
Zeus but also a powerful symbol of him. Having a keen eye and an observation point on
the top of a high mountain are linked to power and high status in the Z/iad. The Night
Heron and Athena are also displayed in close physical proximity, but since the heron ap-

pears only once in the poem we may not consider it a symbol of Athena.

11 See section “Signs for a god’s presence and will”.
12 See also my discussion in SCENE 9.
13 For Zeus as an all-seeing, all-hearing and all-knowing god, see also 7. 3.276f. and West 2007, 171-173.
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“Hotline” between humans and gods

The physical birds are verbally and ritually summoned by the humans hoping for a di-
vine answer. Relevant examples of such “callings” are King Priam’s libation and prayer
to Zeus (SCENE 35, the Verreaux’s Eagle appears), and the Achaeans’ offering rites at
Aulis (SCENE 1, the Spannish Sparrows in the tree). Golden Eagles also turn up directly
after two humans have spoken and where gods have been mentioned (SCENE 9, Agam-
emnon mentions Father Zeus (8.236), and SCENE 15, Aias mentions Father Zeus and the
other immortals (13.818) when talking to Hector).

The eagles that Zeus sends thus function as his responses to the humans and their
prayers, rites and speeches. In this way the birds become part of a communicative proc-
ess that is also a ritual. It is interesting that Zeus never communicates with the humans
verbally. He does not disguise himself as a human or as anything else in his interactions
with humans as other gods do. He is shown as a much more spatially distanced god
than the other Olympians. When Zeus communicates with the humans he thunders
from far away or sends off eagles from mountains, and as I have mentioned before,
there are details in the characterisation of Zeus that are reminiscent of eagles, such as
his passion for sitting high up on mountain peaks and watching what is going on be-
low, and his exceptional vision as the all-seeing god.

As has been argued, the eagle that Zeus sends away offers a communicative channel
for him, and as soon as the eagle appears the humans react and respond. The eagle that
lets fall the snake in the middle of the Trojans warriors made Polydamas and Hector
debate heavily, and the Achaean warriors fell more eagerly on the Trojans after they
had seen that the eagle had dropped the fawn at Zeus’s altar. When Odysseus heard the
call from the Night Heron from the right, he rejoiced, and so on. It was after Odysseus
and Diomedes had noticed the heron that they made prayers to Athena, and in their
prayers they expressed specific wishes to her. In this scene Odysseus is displayed as a
human warrior who is observant of signs. He rightly associates the heron to Athena,
which also says something about the close bond between Odysseus and his patroness.
I have argued that the scene displays the sublime communication between Athena and
Odysseus and that it seems that the line for communication with Athena was open at
that moment.

I view the Night Heron scene as an example that implies that bird omens not only
offer a communicative channel for gods: they also function as a kind of avian “hotline”
between humans and gods. We find another good example if we return to SCENE 35
where King Priam prayed to Zeus and asked him to send him a bird of omen (Il. 24.309)

so that he may see it with his own eyes and have trust in it — and in his expedition to
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Achilles. Just after, Zeus replied by sending the Verreaux’s Eagle and at catching sight
of it, Priam and the Trojans rejoiced.

Signs and omens

An interesting detail is that all the physical birds that we are discussing apart from the
dove in SCENE 34, clearly function as signs that signify something other than itself."*
As Pierce said, “Nothing is a sign unless it is interpreted as a sign,”” which is very true
for the physical birds in the //iad. They become signs since the humans interpret them
as such. This happens through an interpretative process where the humans use codes'
to understand and emotionally “take in” the gods’ messages. In my investigation the

following two functions (a. and b.) of these bird signs can be identified.

a. Signs for a god’s presence and will
The Golden Eagle in SCENE 9 is a good example of coding a bird as a sign. The eagle
appeared with a fawn in its talons and dropped it beside Zeus’s altar. Seeing the fawn
there the Achaean warriors understood that the eagle had come from Zeus. The fact
that their fighting spirits increased indicates that they interpreted the eagle as a good
sign. The Night Heron that called and flew by on Odysseus’ and Diomedes’ right
side when they went out on a risky war expedition became for them a sign of Athena
coming with good messages. The identification of Athena through the Night Heron
became possible since Athena was Odysseus’ patroness. Her will is being signalled by
the heron’s spatial position at their right side (right side of humans=good fortunate and
left side = bad fortune). Of importance for them was also that the heron appeared at
this very special moment.

The Short-toed Eagle that had an aerial fight with a snake that it dropped amongst
the Trojan warriors is more ambiguous. They shuddered and did not know how to in-
terpret the animal event. Polydamas and Hector had a deep discussion about whether
to view the eagle as a bad sign or as no sign at all. Also the Golden Eagle that appeared
after Aias had spoken to Hector is ambiguous. The Achaean warriors however reacted
to it as a positive sign. The Verreaux’s Eagle that appeared to King Priam in SCENE 35
functioned for him as a positive sign from Zeus. Just before the eagle turned up, Priam
had prayed to Zeus to send @ bird of omen (Il. 24.310) so that he may trust it and go
confidently to Achilles at the Achaean ships.

Essential items in the coding process are the following: (1) the bird itself that with

14  For the semiotic definitions of “sign” see chapter 2.
15 Pierce 1931-58, 2.172. Also see Chandler 2002, 2.
16 For a semiotic definition of “code”, see chapter 2.
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its materiality is the sign’s form, (2) the bird’s ornithological identity, (3) spatial posi-
tion, (4) where it drops its prey, (5) the humans’ intentions and (6) what they are doing
when the bird appears, and (7) what they had said in a prayer or speech just before the
bird turns up. It is through this process that the god’s presence, identity and will are

revealed.

b. Signs with predictive functions
The physical birds do not function as signs for the gods’ temporary presence and will
only. An interesting fact is that they are also omens predicting and revealing for the hu-
mans something about the future that would be of great importance for them. Having
this function the birds are frequently observed by the humans in animal-events where
a sign bird interacts with other animals. Such events take place between the Spanish
Sparrows and the serpent (SCENE 1), the Golden Eagle and the fawn (SCENE 9) and the
Short-toed Eagle and the snake (sCeNE 13).”

A good example of the birds’ predictive functions is the scene with the nine spar-
rows that were devoured by the serpent. They revealed for the Achaean warriors that
they were going to fight in Troy for nine years before they would take the city. It was
through the diviner Calchas that this message was revealed for them the first time
and the second time Odysseus repeated the message to them. Calchas thus become an
important link and a kind of medium in the communicative and interpretative proc-
ess where humans interpret the god’s message about the future through birds. Odys-
seus does not have such an important function since he only repeated what Calchas
had already prophesized. Odysseus however reminded his warrior comrades about the
sparrow-serpent event in a moment when they wanted to take their ships and return to
their homes. His words become powerful since his retelling of the event changed their
emotional states and raised their motivation to return to war. This scene shows that
birds are used in the //iad as “war-propaganda” aimed at raising the warriors’ fighting
spirits.

Being signs with predictive functions the eagles further revealed for the Achaeans,
and at last King Priam and some Trojans, that they would have Zeus on their side for
a while (SCENEs 9, 16, 35). The Night Heron had a similar function for Odysseus and
Diomedes indicating that their war-expedition would turn out well since they had
Athena’s support (SCENE 10).

Even if the result shows that the physical birds in the //iad have this predictive

17 See also Pollard who emphasises that since birds were one of the most common forms of omen, their activities were observed in a very
detailed way. Pollard 1977, 14.
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function it is likely that eagles and other birds were not always considered to be omen
birds. They became omens under certain circumstances where the bird’s ornithological
identity, behaviour, spatial position to the right or to the left, eventual interaction with
another animal, and time context were of importance. When considering the predic-
tive function of these birds one easily understands how they suited the purpose of giv-
ing an indication or kind of guidance before important and risky future events such
as dangers in war."® Getting assurance that the outcome of the event would be in their
favour must have been a great relief, as we will also see in the next section.
Considering the physical birds’ predictive functions in the //iad as a whole, I have
suggested that these birds and their activities not only have important functions for the
humans in the scene, but also operate as future-projecting representations to signify
other persons and future events that are not explicitly pronounced in the scene. I have
thus suggested that the nine sparrows that was devoured by the serpent (SCENE 1) are
operating as possible symbolic representations of the Trojan mothers and children who
will be brutally killed/mistreated by the Achaeans in Troy. If we turn to the other exam-
ples, I have likewise suggested that the Golden Eagle turning up with a fawn (SCENE 9)
is a representation of the most powerful and prominent Achaeans warriors who will
soon kill inferior Trojan sons; the Night Heron (SCENE 9) a representation of Odys-
seus and Diomedes and their coming nighttime war raid; the Short-toed Eagle that
was attacked by the snake in the air (SCENE 13) was a representation of King Sarpedon,
who will get a blow from Aias; and finally, the Verreaux’s Eagle (SCENE 35) a symbolic
representation of Achilles who will meet King Priam. Operating in this way the bird/
animal-event that takes place in the scenes functions as a kind of, what I would like to

label, “parallel event” to what will happen later among the humans.”

Influence the physical and emotional states of humans

Finally in this communicative process let us consider the physical and emotional effect
that the birds have on the humans. Even if birds such as eagles are imposing to see, it is
not mainly the birds in themselves that causes humans to react strongly on certain oc-
casions but the humans’ comprehension of them as powerful signs coming with specific
but not always unambiguous messages of great relevance for them at a certain moment.
Thus the Achaean warriors shouted aloud (Il. 2.333, sCENE 1) when Odysseus recounted
the event with the sparrows and serpent: thus the Achaeans on one occasion, leapt more

eagerly on the Trojans and took thought of battle (II. 8.252, SCENE 9) on the Trojans after

18 See also Dillon who emphasises that the the divine signs guided humans through difficulties in their mortal existence. Dillon 1996, 99.
19 Cf. also Alden’s discussion on para-narratives. Alden 2000. See also chapter 1 in this study.
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seeing that the eagle had dropped the fawn beside Zeus’s altar, and on another shouted
aloud, heartened by the omen (Il. 13.823, SCENE 16); thus Odysseus rejoiced (Il. 10.277,
SCENE 10) when he heard the heron’s call; thus the Trojans had different ideas that led
to great debate about the eagle that dropped a snake in their midst (see /. 12.195—257,
SCENE 13); and thus King Priam and the Trojans who saw the Verreaux’s Eagle rejoiced
and the hearts in the breasts of all were warmed (Il. 24. 321, SCENE 35).

It is apparent that the humans in almost all cases are affected emotionally with a
feeling of relief after observing a bird sign (SCENES 9, 10, 16, 35) and that the bird signs,
as reflected in the material, are more often taken as good than bad. In most cases the
humans are influenced even physically since their strength increases’ after seeing and
experiencing the bird. In this way the bird (usually an eagle), operating as a sign and
an omen, has a great physical and emotional impact on the humans and their states.
This is not surprising. If a warrior knew that he had a god on his side for a while a risky
situation must have been experienced as less threatening, and the belief in success in an
activity increased. The bird signs thus function as a kind of self-supportive system that
satisfy human needs in risky situations.

Since the fighting spirit usually grows after warriors have seen an avian omen, im-
portant sign birds such as eagles also play an important part in motivating troops to
fight and thus have an important function in military contexts. There is nothing in the
material that indicates that eagles or other sign birds were used in the military propa-
ganda in the sense that they were sent by humans to the troops in specific situations to
increase or reduce the warriors’ war spirits. On the contrary, the eagles appear sponta-
neously and in zoologically accurate situations in the //iad, and all sign birds are always
sent to the humans by the gods. It was professional diviners such as Calchas who had
the preferential right of interpretation of bird signs, but as I have mentioned other hu-
mans such as Polydamas interpret bird signs openly in the //iad. Calchas’ interpretation
was however never questioned by any other human, while Polydamas’ was challenged
by Hector. The physical birds in the //iad indicate that it was important to be sensitive
to birds that appeared in different environments and situations: to observe them and
listen to them, to be skilled in interpreting them, to judge whether they were bird signs
or not, and if they were, to follow their advices and have trust in them. Reading the

bird signs correctly could be a matter of life or death.

Display bonds, status and hierarchies
Being the strongest, the eagle is on the top of the avian hierarchy. It is thus also natural

that the eagle is Zeus’ special bird. Its status enforces Zeus’ role as ruler. In the /liad
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he is described as king over all mortals and immortals (Il. 12.241-242). Zeus’s eagles
also show him as stronger and more powerful than Athena and her Night Heron. (A
Golden Eagle is capable of hunting and killing a Night Heron)

Zeus and Athena send their birds to kings and prominent warriors. It is possible here
to see a pattern where Zeus sends eagles to kings in particular. Odysseus is also a king,
but it is Athena who is his patroness: this makes it logical that he receives a “bird” from
her.

The eagles and the heron contribute to display the close bond between Zeus and hu-
man kings and between Athena and Odysseus and emphasise the high status of these

persons as warriors and prominent men in society.

Transformation

There are two species in this group: two Lammergeiers whose forms were taken by
Athena and Apollo when they sat in Zeus’s oak on the Scamander Plain in SCENE 8,
and one Scops Owl whose form was taken by Sleep when he sat in the tall fir tree on

Mount Ida in SCENE 17.

Used by gods as disguise
An interesting fact with the birds in this group is that in both cases they occur in situ-
ations when the gods desired, or were asked, to intervene in the human war without
being recognised by anyone. As argued in sCENE 8 Athena’s and Apollo’s disguise as
Lammergeiers indicate that it was important for them not to be seen by any human
or god, in particular Zeus. They wanted to watch the human single combat between
Hector and an Achaean warrior that they had arranged: thus they placed themselves
in Zeus’s oak. It would have been more ornithologically accurate if the poet had placed
the Lammergeiers (Athena and Apollo) on a cliff or on the ground. But as argued
we can suspect that the poet chose Lammergeiers for particular reasons and that he
wanted to communicate something in particular by placing them in Zeus” oak. One
reason to choose Lammergeiers was probably that they fit in a scene that referred to a
coming human single combat since Lammergeiers occur in such contexts also in other
scenes (see SCENES 14, 20). It can be concluded that Lammergeiers correlated with the
status of these gods in the divine hierarchy.

In SCENE 17 it is obvious that the god Sleep did not want to be seeen by Zeus. At this
moment, transformed to a Scops Owl, he waited for Zeus in the pine tree. His inten-
tion was to lull Zeus to sleep after his and Hera’s lovemaking. The initiative came from

Hera, who had previously asked Sleep for this favour since it would prevent Zeus from
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intervening in the human war for a while. As previously argued, Sleep must have been
terrified that Zeus would discover him being so close: thus, it must have been of primne
importance to have a perfect disguise, one that would completely fit into the physical
environment. No other bird would suit the situation better than a Scops Owl.?°

The Lammergeiers and Scops Owl being used in this way emphasise the gods’ abili-
ties to easily perform activities that humans cannot. The immediate function of the
transformation is that the birds offer a disguise for the gods when the latter are in need

of such.

Display the gods’ lust to watch fighting warriors

If we return to SCENE 8 — being disguised as two Lammergeiers, Athena and Apollo
planned to watch a single combat from an elevated position. The Achaean and Trojan
warriors intended to do the same thing but they sat on the ground. They were just
obeying the orders from their leaders and were probably not aware of the two gods
sitting above them. At this moment Athena and Apollo were rejoicing in the warriors
({l. 7.61). One wonders in what way? Because they were beautiful to watch, because of
excitement, or because of something else? As argued there is a tension in the scene that
is evoked by the fact that the two gods had taken the form of Lammergeiers. As said
before this species feeds chiefly on large bones of medium-sized animals such as sheep
and goats. Lammergeiers also take meat from freshly killed mammals. The question of
whether the choice of birds was also to indicate that Athena and Apollo were interested
in the lives of the two warriors who were soon to start to fight is ambiguous. Undoubtly
the Lammergeiers emphasise the gods” desire to watch fighting human warriors while

sitting in an elevated position.

Create a tension about who sees whom

I have argued that Athena and Apollo sitting in Zeus oak in the form of two Lammer-
geiers imitates the great god himself, who in a more grandiose way and from a higher
spatial position often sits on mountain peaks and watches fighting human warriors. I
have further suggested that Zeus on those occasions resembles a watchful eagle with a
keen eye. It is my opinion that SCENE 8 creates an ambiguity if Zeus observes the whole
event from above but without Athena and Apollo’s knowing it. The question evoked
is: Who is really watching whom? The Achaean and Trojan warriors sitting on the

20 West brings up the point that the gods’ disguises are not always perfect. Sometimes their divine nature betrays itself in certain visible
clues. An example is when Poseidon disguised as Calchas departs as a falcon and Aias observes something unusual in his movements
(13.71 £). Another example is when Helen recognises Aphrodite by her beautiful neck and breast and her sparkling eyes (/L. 3.396 £.; cf.
Hymn. Aphr. 181). West 2007, 133.

246



DISCUSSION

ground are watching the two fighting warriors. Apollo and Athena are watching the
warriors from the tree where they are perched probably thinking that they are perfectly
disgused, but it is possible that Zeus is watching all of them from above.

As argued at this moment Zeus had not yet prohibited the other gods from as-
sisting the Trojans and Achaeans. This was done soon after in the next song (in
11. 8.1—27) which I have previously suggested is an interesting coincidence that indicates
that Apollo and Athena already challenged the limits of their authorities when arrang-
ing this single combat.

If we turn to SCENE 17 there are reasons to suspect that this scene also creates a ten-
sion about who sees whom. Carefully transformed into a Scops Owl, the god Sleep did
not want to be seen by Zeus. But what about the opposite? We can suppose that to be
able to execute his mission at the right moment, i.e., to lull Zeus to sleep after Hera’s
and Zeus’ lovemaking, Sleep had to take notice of what was happening beneath him. I
have previously argued that it is ambigiuous whether Sleep actually observed Zeus’ and
Hera’s intimate situation very much due to the Scops Owl’s habit of almost shutting
its eyes so as to face the source of danger while slightly turning away from it. As Janko
has further argued “Sleep is keener not to be seen by Zeus than not to see him.”* The
ambiguity concerning who is really watching whom remains since shortly after the
episode with Sleep’s disguise it is said that Zeus spoke to Hera encouraging her to fear
not in this that any god or man will see, with such a cloud shall I enfold you, a cloud of gold.
Through it not even Helios could discern us, though bis sight is the keenest of all seeing. At
that the son of Cronus clasped his wife in his arms, and beneath them the bright earth made
fresh-sprung grass to grow, and dewy lotus, and crocus, and hyacinth thick and soft that
kept them from the ground. On this they lay, and were clothed about with a cloud, fair and
golden, from which fell drops of glistening dew (Il. 14.341-351).

Metaphorical

The metaphorical birds occur in 18 scenes and in 30 of 48 bird descriptions (SCENES 2,
S, 7, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, and 33). Most common is the Per-
egrine that is used in metaphorical resemblance to Poseidon, Apollo, Patroclus, Aeneas
and Hector, Thetis, Hera, and Achilles (SCENES 14, 18, 21, 25, 27, 30, 32). The Lammer-
geier occurs four times signifying Meriones (SCENE 15), Patroclus and King Sarpedon
(SCENE 20), Automedon (SCENE 23), and Athena (SCENE 28). The Golden Eagle occurs
three times to signify Hector (SCENES 19 and 33) and King Menelaus (SCENE 24). The
Rock Dove also occur thrice as a metaphorical device for Hera and Athena (scenE 7),

21 Janko 1992, 196
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Artemis (SCENE 30), and later Hector (sCeENE 32). Flocks of Greylag Geese, Cranes,
and Whooper Swans occur almost as often to signify the Achaean troops (SCENE 2) as
well as the Achaean ships that Hector is rushing against in an eagle-like attack (SCENE
19). Cranes (SCENE 5) and Greylag Geese further occur once more each to indicate the
Trojan warriors in both cases. Flocks of Eurasian Jackdaws and Common Starlings
are used metaphorically for groups of Lycian and Trojan warriors (SCENE 21) and the
young Achaean warriors (SCENE 25). Finally, the Verreaux’s Eagle occurs only once as
a metaphorical bird for Achilles (SCENE 29).

The birds are metaphors for male warriors, but also, for four different goddesses but
only two gods, see also 7able 9. On one occasion they signify the Achaean ships. Most

of the metaphorical birds occur in human war contexts.

Signify/Used for gods’ and goddesses’ bird-like departures and movements

The metaphorical birds used to resemble gods and goddesses are all solitary or in pairs.
They occur in situations when the divinities quickly need to transport themselves from
one place to another. Peregrines, a Lammergeier, and Rock Doves are the birds involved
in these interactions. The focus is mainly on the departure, and the whole transporta-
tion to the destination is never described entirely. Apollo departed from Mount Ida
and Zeus as a Peregrine (SCENE 18). Also Poseidon disappeared as a Peregrine from the
two Aias’ at the Achaean camp (SCENE 14). The third Peregrine is Thetis, who departed
from Mount Olympus and Hephaistos (SCENE 27), while Athena left Zeus at Mount
Olympus as a Lammergeier (SCENE 28). The function of the birds in these scenes is to
inform of the gods’ quick and sudden, bird-like departures, and their quick and light
movements.*? They are gods and not humans and can thus move in a way that humans
can not. These metaphorical birds thus emphasise the gods’ abilities to easily perform
extraordinary activities.

When Hera and Athena had left their horses at the place where the Rivers Simois
and Scamander join, they did not depart as two fast-flying birds, however, but walked
away as two Rock Doves (SCENE 7). In this case it seems that the focus is not mainly
on quickness but rather on the silence in their movements and their intension not to
be observed. The Rock Dove here is a very apt choice of bird since it is very clever at
avoiding detection by predators.

Finally, we have the rather odd scene when Artemis is fleeing from Hera like a Rock
Dove that tries to escape from a Peregrine (SCENE 30). Here it is not only speed that is

emphasised but also fear and aggression as well as the balance of power between Hera

22 Once a Lammergeier’s call also emphasised a goddess’s call when she departed from a mountain, see SCENE 28.

248



DISCUSSION

and Artemis.

Signify/Used for warriors and signal when they exceed their capacities

Characteristic of a solitary metaphorical bird is that it is used to signify a warrior when
he moves and performs in a strong, unusual, and more-than-human way in the bat-
tlefield. In these situations the birds are frequently used metaphorically to indicate a
warrior’s emotions such as his aggression or eagerness, and their calls emphasise how
a warrior or groups of warriors sound in these moments. At this point I would like to
return to Edwards, who says, “a metaphor stands out by its violation of the normal
order of things, stating as a fact what is actually an impossibility.”* I find his statement
valuable when considering the metaphorical birds (especially the eagles, the Peregrine,
and the Lammergeier) in situations when these signify an individual warrior who is
acting powerfully in the battlefield. I have previously argued that the warrior’s activi-
ties here are unusual because under normal he is circumstances not able to perform in
such a strong way. I have further argued that when the warrior temporarily exceeds his
normal human limits, at that moment he resembles a bird of prey. My conclusion is
that the metaphorical bird signals that something exceptional is going on, some “extra”
driving force is pushing him forward, which can be understood as an effect of “double
motivation”.

Lesky pointed out that when the concept “double motivation” is operating, “..the
impulses in the human mind and the intervention of the god flow together towards one
and the same action, and this action thus receives its motivation from both realms.”? In
human combat it is the god who communicates the ecstatic fighting spirit, but it is the
mortal who executes the feat.” Lesky argued, “It is this ‘extra thrust’ that sometimes
characterizes greater events t00.”?® In my material the eager and lively Greylag Geese,
Cranes and Whooper Swans in SCENE 2 as well as the aggressive and fearful Cranes in
SCENE 5 (signifying the Achaeans’ and the Trojans’ first military advances against each
other) are in my opinion examples of metaphorical birds that express and signal this ex-
tra driving force. Dodds further described the concept of double motivation as typically
transmitted through a god’s communication of uévog, great might, to a warrior during

a battle.”” Rather often communication of uévos comes after a prayer, but it also comes

23 Edwards 1991, 48. See also chapter 1.

24  Lesky 1999, 386, see also 385. Also see chapter 1.

25 Lesky 1999, 391, sce also 293.

26 Lesky 1999, 389.

27 Dodds 1951, 8. See /. 5.125f., 136. Very soon after this moment Diomedes became lion-like for a while, see 7. 5.115-165 and /. 5.253. See
also Louden, who describes pévog as the battle might and the power which a god instills in a warrior to stimulate his aristeia. Louden
2006, 318.
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spontaneously and in different situations.?® A heightened uévos is, as Dodds claims, an
abnormal state that needs a supernormal explanation.?” Silk speaks of the phenomenon
as an “unusual human behaviour”** In the //iad this unusual behaviour always occurs
in war situations. I do not find it surprising that a concept such as “double motivation”
was used to explain the situation, as well as the experience, when a human in extreme
situations is able to exceed his normal capacity. The motivation coming from the god
explains from where that extra energy or impulse suddenly came.

As I have argued in the analyses of the scenes, it seems that it is mostly Zeus who
communicates exceptional power, speed and quickness to a warrior, who is likened to
a strong, aggressive, or eager and lively metaphorical bird. In some cases it is however
ambiguous whether some other god, for example, Apollo or Athena, may be involved.
I have further suggested that these metaphorical birds of preys seem to be a way to
show that Zeus is temporary honouring specific warriors.” The “bird of prey” display
of a warrior thus becomes part of showing his aristeia. Louden describes aristeia as “...a
higher than usual level of prowess attained by a warrior, inspired by a god, who is for
a time virtually unstoppable on the battlefield.” One example is Patroclus, who is
likened to a Peregrine chasing jackdaws and starlings (the foremost Lycian and Trojan
warriors) shortly before he is killed by Hector (sceNE 18). Together the birds here also
emphasise the actual balance of power between the warriors as is the case in all scenes
where metaphorical birds interact with other birds or animals. sCENE 33 is another
example of a “bird of prey” display of a warrior, which becomes an important part of
showing his aristeia. In this scene Hector resembles a Golden Eagle in his last powerful
attack against Achilles (SCENE 33). (Hector is soon after killed by Achilles, however.)

Eagles occur frequently in this context. A Golden Eagle signifies Hector when he
is powerfully rushing straight at a ship as an eagle that darts on a flock of wild geese,
cranes, and swans (SCENE 19), as well as when he, as mentioned, in a last heroic effort
attacks Achilles whom he is picturing at that moment as a hare or lamb (SCENE 33).
A Golden Eagle that is described as having the keenest sight of all winged things under
heaven (Il. 17. 675) is also used to signify King Menelaus when his eyes were searching
for Antiolochos on the battlefield (sCENE 24). A black Eagle, that I suggest is a Ver-
reaux’s Eagle, further used metaphorically as Achilles when he powerfully rushed back

from the surging river and the river god Scamander (SCENE 29). It is worth observ-

28 Dodds 1951, 9.

29 Dodds 1951, 9.

30  Silk 2004, 71.

31 Concerning the valour of humans the //iad informs that it is Zeus who increases it for men or diminishes it, just as he is minded, for he is
mightiest of all (I1. 20. 241-243).

32 Louden 2006, 317. See also Silk who describes aristeia as a state when no one on the battle-field can withstand a warrior. Silk 2004, 38.
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ing that these human characters are all prominent warriors. Menelaus is also King of
Sparta. By means of its status among birds and because of its connection to Zeus, the
metaphorical eagle emphasises the status of these men and they, through their status in
society, consolidates the status of the eagle.

The Peregrine is another species that occurs frequently in this context. It signifies
Patroclus who is likened to a Peregrine that chases Eurasian Jackdaws and Common
Starlings (SCENE 21), and Aeneas and Hector, to a Peregrine chasing the same species
(sCENE 25). The Peregrine is further used metaphorically for Achilles when he chases
Hector, who thus is likened to a fleeing Rock Dove (SCENE 32). In this group we thus
find Patroclus, Aeneas and Hector and Achilles. The Peregrine is a status bird, which
is indicated by the fact that it also signifies gods and goddesses (Poseidon, Apollo and
Thetis), although lesser ones compared to Zeus.

The Lammergeier also occurs frequently in this context used for Meriones, a Cretan
warrior, when he quickly draws out his spear from Deiphobus’ arm (sceNE 15), Patro-
clus and King Sarpedon when they were rushing rapidly against each other in close
combat (SCENE 20), and Automedon, who is Achilles’ charioteer, when he was flecing
from and charging/hunting the Trojan warriors, who are metaphorically likened to a
flock of geese (sCENE 23). I have argued that the last example describes a situation when
Automedon’s will and intention is not the same as Zeus’. Automedon wants to fight the
Trojans and Zeus wants the horses that Automedon is driving to bring him safely out
of war. The scene thus illustrates a collision of motivations and it is of course finally
Zeus’ will that rules. I have further argued that the Lammergeier is an excellent choice
of bird for this scene that partly illustrates a Lammergeier’s unsuccessful hunt since this
species is not a very skillful hunter. In this group of warrriors we thus find Meriones,
Patroclus and the Lycian King Sarpedon, and the charioteer Automedon. As with the
eagles and the Peregrine the metaphorical Lammergeier emphasises the status of these
men by means of its status among birds and because of its association with Athena and
Apollo.

Finally, we have to consider the Rock Dove that signifies Hector, fleeing from a pur-
suing Peregrine or Achilles (scENE 32). The Rock Dove here mainly emphasises Hec-
tor’s panic and fear of getting caught by Achilles. The function of the dove thus differs
considerably from the other metaphorical birds when warriors are likened to the strong
and powerful birds of prey.

Signify advancing or flecing groups of warriors and emphasise their emotions
Characteristic of the metaphorical birds that appear in flocks is that they signify a
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group of warriors when these are marching against an enemy or together are fleeing,
panicked. Sometimes the birds and their calls also signify how these warriors sound in
these moments.

The flocks of Greylag Geese, Cranes, and Whooper Swans mentioned above occur
twice in this context. When these birds settle, they signify the Achaean troops when
they advanced in organised groups against the Trojans on the Scamandrian Plain for
the first time (SCENE 2). These species also signify the Achaean ships that Hector rushed
against in an eagle-like attack (sCENE 19). Greylag Geese occur once more signifying the
Trojan warriors that Automedon fled through and charged against (SCENE 23). Cranes
also occur once more signifying the Trojan troops when they in a mixture of fear and
aggression advanced for the first time against the Achaeans (SCENE s). The Cranes in
this particular scene also have a predictive function. As previously argued they foretell
that fighting will soon take place between the Trojans and the Achaeans on the plain
nearby the River Scamander and the River Simoeis. This is the most explicit example
in the //iad of metaphorical birds having also a clearly predictive function.

Finally, flocks of Jackdaws and Starlings signify the foremost fighters among the
Lycians and Trojans when these fled in panic from Patroclus in a group (SCENE 21),
and similarily, the same species are used to signify the young Achaean warriors when
they fled in panic from Aeneas and Hector (SCENE 25). In this group we thus find large
groups of warriors, and groups of foremost fighters in the Lycian and Trojan troops, as
well as young Achaean warriors. When considering status it is my opinion that these
“fock birds” emphasise the inferior status of these warriors since as we have seen, it is
much more prestigious to be likened to a solitary bird of prey. We can further suspect
that it is more honourable to resemble the larger “flock birds” (geese, cranes and swans)
than the smaller. The fact that it is the foremost fighters of the Lycians and Trojans who
are likened to daws and starlings and the young Achaean warriors may well be a way to
show the superiority of the Achaean troops.

As seen the birds in this group emphasise human emotions among the Achaean and
Trojan warriors at different moments of time. The eager and lively flocks of — as we
can presume — spring-migrating geese, cranes and swans (SCENE 2) bring important
information of the actual states of the Achaean troops at the moment they marched
against the Trojans, as well as the winter-migrating clamouring cranes (SCENE s) tell
us something about the emotional states of the Trojan troops. Similarily, the flocks of
fleeing starlings and daws help us to understand the fear of the warriors who were pan-
icked and fled in a group. The metaphorical birds thus bring us closer to the emotions

of the human characters.
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Image

The image birds are the carrion-eating vultures, 70meg, which I have suggested refer to
the Griffon Vulture, Black Vulture, and Egyptian Vulture. These birds occur in
SCENES 6, 11, 22, 26 and 31. We have further the Peregrines that occur in SCENE 16. All

these birds refer to human war, especially the consequences of war.

Prediction of vultures’ desecration of warriors’ corpses

A general feature is that all birds in this category associate to contexts where fallen war-
riors will soon be vulture food. This does not only mean that the warriors” corpses will
be eaten up but also, as I have argued, that there will be a desecration and no bodies to
bury and to mourn according to the traditions. An interesting fact is that the actual de-
vouring of the corpses is never described in the //iad even if we understand that it will
happen.”” The image vultures thus mainly have a predictive function, as when King
Agamemnon told the Achaean warriors that the vultures will surely devour (Il. 4.237,
SCENE 6) the Trojans’ flesh since they had broken the oath; when Hector told the dying
Patroclus that vultures shall devour you here (Il. 16.836, SCENE 22); or when Polydamas
told the Trojans and Hector that if they would not retreat behind the walls of Ilion,
many of the Trojans will the dogs and vultures devour (II. 18.271-271, SCENE 26).

There are two scenes that differ from the other. In SCENE 11 it is ambiguous whether
the vultures have a predictive function or whether they have actually started to feed
already on the Trojan warriors. In this scene King Agamemnon is likened by the poet
to a consuming fire which kills the Trojans who lay on the ground dearer far to vultures
than to their wives (Il. 11.161-162, SCENE 11). The last time y0mes occur in the lliad, King
Priam expresses his thoughts by saying that he wishes that the dogs and vultures would
speedily devour Achilles (I1. 22.42, sCeENE 31). In his desperate situation he seems to think
that his sorrows would depart if only this could come true. King Priam’s wish does not
come true. Instead almost the opposite happens. Hector’s corpse is mutilated, not by
the vultures but by Achilles and the Achaeans. Thus the tables are turned. At the same
time there is a kind of fusion between vultures and warriors where both parties are
engaged in the desecration of warriors’ corpses during war. As I have further argued,
it seems to be dangerous to express wishes like Priam’s or to tell a dying warrior that
vultures will soon devour him. What evil one wishes to befall another almost always
befalls on oneself.

The Peregrine in SCENE 16 has a similar predictive function. Aias tells Hector that

33 That the warriors will be devoured by dogs and birds is confirmed already in the first lines of the /iad: The wrath sing, goddess, of Peleus’
son Achilles, the accursed wrath which brought countless sorrows upon the Achaeans, and sent down to Hades many valiant souls of warriors,

and made the men themselves to be the spoil for dogs and birds of every kind; and thus the will of Zeus was brought to fulfillment. (Il. 1.1-s).
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soon the day will come when Hector will pray to Zeus and the other immortals that
swifter than falcons may your fair-maned horses be that will carry you city-ward, raising the
dust of the plain (II. 13.818—820, SCENE 16). As I have argued, Aias is partly right in his
prediction, since Hector’s death is nearby, but what befalls Hector is something quite
opposite. Later in the //iad Hector is chased by Achilles by foot thrice round the Trojan
citadel and Achilles then kills him and drags his body behind his horses. It is actually
Hector’s body which at that moment raises the dust of the plain. Also in this example

we see pattern of “tables turning” and a kind of fusion of ideas.

Other

The birds that occur in “other” forms because of their odd forms are the Rock Doves
in SCENES 3 and 4 that characterise two cities and the Rock Doves in SCENE 12 that
are sculptured decorations on King Nestor’s cup. These three scenes are very different
in character from the other scenes and the birds cannot be classified into the form

categories physical, transformed, or metaphorical. The discussion of this category will

be brief.

Characterise two cities as abounding in doves

SCENES 3 and 4 are part of the Catalogue of Ships, where the poet lists the Greek con-
tingents. The main function of the doves in the scenes is to add informative detail and
to characterise Thisbe and Messe as two cities that were rich in doves. As previously

argued, this detail may have aided a more collective oral spatial memory.

Empbhasise the men’s nutritious drinking activity

The doves in SCENE 12 are sculptured decorations on King Nestor’s cup. The scene
shows that the doves were feeding (Il. 11.634) in pairs, which I have suggested may be
associated with Rock Doves’ regurgitation of crop milk to its young. The chicks grows
amazingly quickly when being given this nutritious food and as argued the crop milk
and the doves may allude here to the nutritious drink that King Nestor and Machaon
shares. It is also possible that the doves by means of their associations to gods and god-

desses indicate that the men’s drinking activity had divine connotations.
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V. CONCLUSIONS

While previous research has mainly focused on the symbolism of the birds in the //iad,
this study has devoted equal attention to the ornithological aspects in order to try to
fully understand the birds” inclusion and significance in this epic. The results show that
the birds™ ornithological identities are of vital importance for any explanation of their
presence and functions in the //iad.

The investigation has analysed, considered and discussed the identities, interactions,
and functions of the birds in the /iad. The focus has been on the birds’ communica-
tive, informative and conceptual functions and the impact they have on the human
characters of the epics.

As presented in the first chapter INTRODUCTION, the material is viewed as a source
that provides information on how humans have responded to birds as co-existent and
co-dwelling' animals and how they have used birds for different purposes.

Two assumptions were presented: (1) that the “poet” (“poets”) who once created the
bird scenes had a specific knowledge about birds and their behaviours and that the au-
dience to some extent also shared this lore. The scenes were constructed on the basis of
this specific awareness, something that could be received correctly by the audience if it
could find the birds authentic, and (2) that the various birds that occur in the //iad refer
to real species that were carefully chosen to fit in the scenes and to provide them with
specific details concerning identity, behaviour, characteristics, voice, environmental
preferences, status, and so on. They were put into the narrative for very special reasons
as was demonstrated in this study. My hypothesis is that some information will be lost
if we do not pay attention to the birds in their own right. Aimed at penetrating more
deeply into the //iad and the bird scenes, the first chapter also briefly presented the ma-
terial as well as the subjects and previous research that were considered most relevant
for this study. Thus the oral background of the Iliad, questions of time and space, and
specific features such as metaphors, parallels, signs, and the concept of “double motiva-
tion” were taken up. The second chapter, theory and method, presented and considered
the framework behind the methodology, as well as ornithology and semiotics com-
bined with Paul Ricoeur’s perspective on metaphor and symbol.

The third chapter, THE BIRD SCENES, was a presentation, analysis and interpretation
of the 35 bird scenes. In this chapter each bird scene was analysed in the same way. The
investigated aspects were (1) ornithology, (2) form, (3), interactions, and (4) functions.

1 For “co-dwellings” and “species interactions, see Armstrong Oma 2007, 61, 68; Frankin 2002, 8—9; Ingold 2000; Macnaghten & Utrry
1998.
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Ornithology

The discussion of the results was presented in chapter 1v. p1scussion. The results of
the ornithological investigation indicate that the descriptions concern birds that are
flying, hunting a prey, flecing, calling, feeding, and attacking each other. The focus
is also on whether the birds appear solitary or in pairs, groups or flocks, and whether
they are birds of prey or prey birds. The results also show that there is an interest in the
emotional states of the birds in the descriptions. They can be lively, aggressive, have
a desire to kill, panic when they are fleeing and so on. The ornithological accuracy in
the descriptions is generally high (in 43 of 48 descriptions). No description shows low
ornithological accuracy.

Seventeen species have been identified and suggested according to modern taxonomy.
Most common is the Peregrine, Falco Peregrinus. The other species are Rock Dove, Co-
lumbia Livia, Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos, Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus, Griffon
Vulture, Gyps fulvus | Black Vulture, Aegypius monachus | Egyptian Vulture, Neophron
percnopterus, Greylag Goose, Anser anser, Crane, Grus grus, Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila
verreauxii, Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus, Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula, Com-
mon Starling, Sturnus vulgaris, Short-toed Eagle, Circaetus gallicus, Scops Owl, Otus
scops, Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax, and Spanish Sparrow, Passer hispaniolensis.

In the cases when the time contexts are specified, the birds appear mainly in refer-
ence to the future, to different seasons and after human prayers. The study of the birds’
spatial contexts shows that these are almost always specified. Common environments
are mountains and wetlands, or nearby rivers. Birds whose activities take place on the
ground are associated with scavenging vultures and close-fighting Lammergeiers; also
those that sit in trees are important. In many descriptions the birds occur at different
altitudes in the air, are rising or descending, or are positioned to the right or to the left
of humans. The birds’ behaviours, characteristics and the physical environments gener-
ally suit very well to the choice of bird.

As an answer to my assumptions and hypothesis put in the introduction, the detailed
and accurate descriptions of the birds strongly suggest that the one (or those) who
created the bird scenes not only knew birds well, but also had achieved this detailed
knowledge from observations and experiences in the field.? The choice of birds and
frequency of detailed bird descriptions indicate that this poet/poets was a keen observer
and had a substantial interest in birds, and in different species and behaviours. The
creator of the bird scenes had also another skill, which was to match the most perfect

bird for each situation in the //iad. These two skills demonstrate both a creativity and

2 I would like to emphasise that this is not to be compared to modern ornithological field observation.
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a specific interest in birds.

Form

The investigation of the birds’ forms show that the birds in the //iad can be structured
into five categories of form, physical, transformation, metaphorical, image, and other. The
birds occur mainly in metaphorical form. Most common among the metaphorical birds

is the Peregrine, while different species of eagles are the most common physical birds.

Interactions

The results from the study of the birds’ interactions indicate that the relations and in-
teractions between bird and other birds, bird and other animals, bird and humans, and
bird and gods/goddesses are intense. The birds and their behaviour are essential in all

these “spheres” of interactions regardless of their forms.

Functions

The birds’ presences and functions were discussed based on the five categories of
form.

As presented, the physical birds, dominated by eagles, are generally messengers and
transmitters from a source, Zeus or Athena to an addressee, usually a king (Agamem-
non, Odysseus, Diomedes, Priam). The results make it clear that the purpose of the
physical birds in their function as messengers and transmitters is to operate as sign
birds; as signs, by revealing themselves visually or audibly to the humans, combined
with their movements, spatiality, and position on the right (=good fortune) or left
(=bad fortune) of humans, and their ornithological identities, they transmit the god’s
presence, message and will, and sometimes his or her identity. They are also omens that
predict the future (the first example is the Spanish Sparrows in sceNE 1). The predictive
function of the physical birds is essential. Of incredible importance for the interpreta-
tion is also what the humans are occupied with or what has just been said when a sign
bird turns up. As my results indicate, both the Achaean and Trojan warriors and kings
generally paid attention to bird signs and believed in them. The gods’ messages are
sometimes difficult for the humans to interpret, however, or they have different opin-
ions on how to interpret the signs. Hector distinguishes himself in the //iad as the one
who rejects bird signs. Bird signs are mostly interpreted as good. A misreading could
however be a matter of life or death.

At times the humans make libations and pray to the gods for bird signs. The physical
birds (mainly different species of eagles and a Night Heron) are thus important for the

257



THE BIRDS IN THE /LIAD

humans when they need to be in contact with the gods. They offer a communicative
channel and functions as a kind of hotline between humans and gods.

A sign bird often appears in situations that are risky from a human’s point of view.
All situations when a physical bird appears in the //iad are associated with human war.
Positive bird signs were often followed by a feeling of relief and when a sign bird ap-
peared to warriors in the battlefield, its presence usually raised their fighting spirits. In
this way the bird, operating as a sign and an omen (usually an eagle), had a great physi-
cal and emotional impact on the humans and their states of minds at that moment.
This is not surprising. If a warrior knew that he had a god on his side for a while, he
would believe that a risky situation was less threatening, and his confidence in win-
ning and self-confidence would increase. These signs thus functioned as a kind of self-
supporting system that satisfies human needs in danger-filled situations.

Birds are also parts of gods’ and goddesses’ transformations (shape shifting to Lam-
mergeiers and a Scops Owl). The birds’ roles here are to offer temporary disguises for
the gods when these were in need of such. This happens when they did not want to be
recognised by Zeus.

The metaphorical birds signify both gods and humans. To start with the divine
sphere, they indicate the gods’ and goddesses’ bird-like departures and movements and
occur in situations when the divinities need to transport themselves. Peregrines, a Lam-
mergeier, and Rock Doves are the birds involved in these interactions. The function of
the birds in these scenes is to tell about the gods’ very rapid and sudden departures, and
their quick and light movements. These metaphorical birds thus emphasise the gods’
abilities to easily perform extraordinary activities.

Solitary metaphorical birds, especially eagles and Peregrines, describe an individual
warrior who is acting with power and speed in the battlefield. I have argued that the
warrior’s abilities become heightened, since under normal circumstances he would not
have been able to perform in such a strong and more-than-human way. I have further
argued that when the warrior temporarily exceeds his normal human limits, he is lik-
ened to a bird of prey at that moment. My conclusion is that the metaphorical bird
signals that something exceptional is happening to him, some “extra” driving force,
which can be understood as an effect of “double motivation”. As argued I do not find
it surprising that a concept such as “double motivation” was used to explain the situ-
ation, as well as the experience, when a human in extreme situations such as war, was
suddenly able to perform above his capacity. When having such an experience it could
be seen that the impulse was a result of divine intervention.

Metaphorical flock birds (flocks of geese, cranes, swans, daws and starlings) further
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signify advancing or fleeing groups of warriors when they are marching towards an
enemy, or fleeing in panic in lively, aggressive, or fearful ways, as the case may be. The
major purpose of the roles of the birds here is to bring us listeners closer to the actual
emotions of these warriors as well as to the sounds of their war cries.

When the interacting, metaphorical birds belong to two different species, they em-
phasise the power positions of the human counterparts; in the same way, two birds of
the same species signify that two warriors were equally strong and skilled in fighting.
Regarding strength and status it is most prestigious to be likened to an eagle (usually
kings), or in the second best case, to a Peregrine or a Lammergeier, than for example
to a daw or a starling.

The image birds are exclusively the carrion-eating vultures, the Griffon Vulture, Black
Vulture and Egyptian Vulture. Their function is mainly to predict the desecration of
warriors’ corpses by vultures and the subsequent fact that these fallen warriors would
not be taken care of and buried according to the traditions. Ultimately the vultures
emphasise the tragic consequences of war for the humans.

The birds placed in the category ozher are the Rock Doves, that occur in three scenes.
Their function is mainly to characterise Thisbe and Messe as two cities abounding in
doves, and, as I have suggested, to emphasise a nutritious drinking activity that takes
place between Nestor and Machaon.

This study has demonstrated that the birds’ overall function in the //iad is to oper-
ate in a system that embraces different spheres: bird—bird, bird—animal, bird—human,
bird—divine. The birds are highly influential in all these spheres and have essential com-
municative, informative and emotional functions as intermediaries between the divine
and human spheres.

The birds are of great interest for both the human characters in the /iad and the
audience/listeners since they act as the gods’ messengers to the humans. However they
are not only messengers but also messages in themselves — just their appearance as birds
making visible their identities, spatial positions and behaviours, carrying and dissemi-
nating divine knowledge. More specifically this means knowledge about the gods’ and
goddesses’ presences and will, and sometimes their identities.

Another important function is that the birds carry and reveal knowledge about the
future. The birds’ predictive function is closely related to the gods and their will.

To the humans the birds fulfil needs of safety and protection especially in dangerous
situations such as war or before risky journeys. Humans generally take bird signs seri-
ously and follow their advices. The importance of the gods’ guiding of humans through
birds and bird signs is well attested in the material. Every time a bird and bird sign
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turn up the humans react strongly to it. Usually the humans rejoice and the warriors’
fighting spirits rise.

As birds of different kinds and species, and as signs, symbols and metaphors the birds
in the //iad add important information, or with Ricoeur’s perspective on metaphors
and symbols, we could say that they bring a surplus of meaning and signification.’
Their specific roles as the gods’ messengers to the humans together with their predictive
functions make them unique. They are fundamental parts in the structure of the //iad
and in the war events that take place there, and as beings in the world they are deeply

rooted in the humans’ lives, conditions, consciousness and emotions.

3 Ricoeur 1976, 45, 52 (on metaphors) and 55 (on symbols). See also chapter 2.
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APPENDIX
List of photos

e Cover: Lammergeier, Gypaetus barbatus. Photo: Juan Manuel Menacho
* Photo 1: Whooper Swan, Cygnus cygnus. Photo: Jonas Forsberg

* Photo 2: Greylag Goose, Anser anser. Photo: Bengt Ekman

* Photo 3: Crane, Grus grus. Photo: Jan-Michael Breider

* Photo 4: Cranes, Grus grus, aggregation on a fied. Photo. U. Walz

* Photo 5: Cranes, geese and swans. Photo: Erling Schon

* Photo 6: Cranes, Grus grus. Photo: Per-Olof Eriksson

* Photo 7: Griffon Vulture, Gyps fulvus. Photo: FLPA/Mark Sisson

* Photo 8: Two Lammergeiers, Gypaetus barbatus, searching for bones. Photo: Marcos Veiga
* Photo 9: Lammergeiers, Gypaetus barbatus. Photo: Morales

* Photo 10: Lammergeier. Photo: Juan Manuel Menacho

* Photo 11: Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. Photo: Magnus Martinsson
* Photo 12: Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. Photo: Ulf Risberg

* Photo 13: Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. Photo: C. Huetter

* Photo 14: Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. Photo: Patrik Olofsson

* Photo 15: Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. Photo: Magnus Martinsson
* Photo 16: Night Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax. Photo: Mark Duffy

* Photo 17: Short-toed Eagle, Circaetus gallicus. Photo: Jan Schiitzer

* Photo 18: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus. Photo: Bengt Ekman

* Photo 19: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus. Photo: Peter Lindberg

* Photo 20: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus, chasing dove. Photo: Jim Zipp

* Photo 21: Peregrine, Falco peregrinus. Photo: Kats Edwin

* Photo 22: Eurasian Jackdaw, Corvus monedula. Photo: Ulf Risberg

* Photo 23: Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris. Photo: Jonas Forsberg
* Photo 24: Scops Owl, Otus scops. Photo: Richard Brooks

* Photo 25: Verreaux’s Eagle, Aquila verreauxii. Photo: Emanuel Maria
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