
Name Description Class. Complexes used in Technique Different SizesElement Matter Origin

Oyoha Cylindrical skin-covered 

drum

membrano- eúrene Nksesi thumb, fingers, 

palm

2 Large Entertain

ment

Clay, 

Skin

Eyuruy

Rischt Plucked 5-stringed harp chordo- eúrene Nksesi plucking Entertain

ment

Wood, 

tendons 

Chsoha

Naku Beaten Gourd idio- karam misse, eszahnze amene fingers, palm Many, 3 

major
Rock

Gourd Fimucu 

(Niuk)

Ikzes Gourd shaker with seeds 

inside

shaken idio- 

(rattle)

usaúvise eneMka emin shaking, palm
Rock

Gourd, 

Seeds

Fimucu 

(Niuk)

Usa Flute Family aero- inniszem kansaú, nerimsanu breath, fingers L, M, S Rock Clay Fimucu 

(Niuk)Szemsze Clay shaker shaken idio- 

(rattle)

eszahnze amene shaking One size
Rock

Clay, 

Seeds

Fimucu 

(Kintht)

Ikui Flute aero- mehenna Msekasi breath, fingering One size Rock, 

Water

Clay Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

Aúnup Clay vessel (two holes); 

percussion instrument

idio-    plosive 

aero-

mehenna Msekasi, inniszem kansaú, 

eszahnze amene, nerimsanu, usaúvise 

eneMka emin, uánu kereksi

fingers, palm L,2 M,2 S
Rock, 

Water

Clay Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

Msen Cylindrical 'trumpet' aero- inniszem kansaú breath M, S Rock, 

Water

Clay Fimucu 

(Kintht)

Aúnuvfe Aúnup s with three  

resonance bodies

idio-    plosive 

aero-

inniszem kansaú, usaúvise eneMka emin, 

rurum epaú

finger, palm 4 M, 3S
Water

Clay Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

Nnuf 

(Rruth)

Water-filled whistles aero- usaúvise eneMka emin just blowing 15 diff. Water Clay Nija

Kea Cylindrical 'trumpet' aero- usaúvise eneMka emin, rurum epaú circular breathing S Water, 

Wood

Clay Nija

Kuzue Flute Family (complex 

fingerings)

aero- mehenna Msekasi, eszahnze amene fingerings 3 (M-S)
Wood

Wood Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

Inimka Flute aero- uánu kereksi, rerek amVri breath, bend, 

fingering

infinite(s)
Wood

Bone Chsoha

Nieye Single-reed instrument aero- unma misse, rerek amVri breath, bursts, 

overblowing
Wood

Wood Eyuruy

Kunshoy Skin-covered goblet drum membrano- 

plosive aero-

unma misse, karam misse, rurum epaú, 

uánu kereksi, rerek amVri

thumb, fingers, 

palm, scraping

3 M, S Wood, 

Rock

Clay, 

Skin

Eyuruy



Rituals Description Complex Ensemble Period Participants (no.) Element Origin

unma misse Tales (myths) Individual Song/Recitation + Kunshoy 

Nieye

intermittently 

during the year

Singer (1) +  musicians (3-5) Entertain

ment

Eyuruy

eúrene Nksesi Tales (fables) Individual Song/Recitation + Oyoha, 

Rischt

intermittently 

during the year

Singer(1) +  musicians(2-5) Entertain

ment

Eyuruy

karam misse Tales 

(political/historical)

Individual Song/Recitation & Chorus + 

Naku, Kunshoy

intermittently 

during a year

Singer(1) + community(10-20) + 

musicians(3-15)
Entertain

ment

Multiple

mehenna 

Msekasi

Pregnancy-blessing Contractual Chant + Ikui, Kuzue, Aunup at first sign Priests(one for each element, each 

plays an instrument)(3)
Life

Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

inniszem kansaú Birth-celebration Communal Chant & Chorus + Aunup, 

Aunufve, Msen, Usa

two weeks after 

birth

Priests(3) + the family + 

musicians(7)
Life

Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)

eszahnze amene Finding new ground Communal 

Contractual

Chant + Aunup, Szemsze, 

Naku, Kuzue

every 8-10 years 

per farm

Priests(1/3/2) + acolytes(5-8) + 

families
Rock

Fimucu 

(Kintht)

nerimsanu Women's initiation 

(farmers)

Individual 

Communal

Solo & Chorus + Aunup, Usa first 

menstruation

Subject(1) + group of elders (5, 4 of 

which play instruments)

Rock, 

Water

Fimucu 

(Niuk)

ursaúvise 

eneMka emin

Steering the flood Communal Aunufve, Kea, Nnuf, Aunup, 

Ikzes

depending Priests(5) + community(10)
Water

Fimucu 

(Nija)

rurum epaú Ceremony of Time Communal Recitation + Kea, Aunufve, 

Kunshoy

3: end of flood, 

start of hunt, end 

of hunt

Priests(1,3,5) + acolytes(6,8,4)
Water, 

Wood

Fimucu 

(recent)

uánu kereksi Initiation of hunters Communal 

Individual

Inimka, Kunshoy, Aunup Beginning of 

hunting season

Subject(1) + Hunters(3-7)
Wood

Chsoha, 

Ehfvu

rerek amVri Preparing the hunt Communal Shouts + Kunshoy, Kuzue, 

Nieye

Hunting season Hunters(5-10) + Families
Wood

Fimucu 

(Ehfvu)


