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In the first chapter of this thesis some aspects of the philosophical background to Nietzsche’s
thought are discussed. In the next chapter two ideas that are central in Nietzsche’s books are
scrutinized: one is the idea of “the death of God”, and the other is the idea that the human
psyche is an energy system.

However, the main focus of this thesis is indirect communication in Nietzsche’s texts. The
phrase “indirect communication” was coined by Kierkegaard. It denotes what (ideally) results
when strategies that are meant to induce the reader to self-activity are used. Self-activity here
is something over and above just accepting the information that is explicit in a text.

It is shown that Nietzsche’s books open up to reading processes that include indirect
communication. Furthermore it is demonstrated that textual indeterminacy is important for the
possibility of this kind of communication.

In fact, one of the main contentions of the present thesis is that, speaking generally, a text
can be used for indirect communication only if it contains indeterminacy. The author has

managed to find only one sort of indirect strategy that is an exception to this rule.
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