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The aim of this thesis is to investigate the scope of the vowel—zero alternations
in prepositions in the three major West Slavic languages, i.e. Polish, Slovak
and Czech, and to formulate, within the Government Phonology framework,
the general phonological principles responsible for the majority of these
alternations.

Many prepositions in the Slavic languages have two competing forms,
such as the Czech v / ve in. It has long been a recognised problem that the
conditions regulating the use of these two forms cannot easily be formulated, a
difficulty which has led to complications in both prescriptive language
recommendations intended for native speakers and in the teaching of these
languages to foreign learners.

The present investigation is based on extensive corpus data which have
been studied primarily with quantitative methods, but also to some extent
qualitatively. Data and previous research have also been derived from the
literature on the subject. The contexts of the occurrences of the vocalised form
of the prepositions have then been defined as precisely as possible, and the
phonological principles responsible for the phonologically driven
vocalisations are discussed and formulated.

A certain proportion of the alternations have also been found to occur on
lexical, and not phonological grounds.

The findings of this thesis make it possible to present both language
learners and native speakers with new, more precise and detailed information
concerning the actual usage of the vocalised forms of prepositions. The thesis
also provides some interesting language-specific observations on vowel—zero
alternations in relation to the comparative and typological research on the
subject.



