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Abstract 
Nordmarker, A. (2016). Graffiti – For Joy and Confirmation. Motivational aspects, 

triggering and inhibiting factors, and emotional satisfactions in graffiti: 
The creative-interactive dimension of vandalism.  

 
The purpose of the present dissertation is to achieve a deeper understanding 
about what motivates young people to commit vandalism in general and scrawl-
graffiti in particular, and what this propensity provides in the form of 
satisfaction and/or further motivation. The present thesis consists of two 
experimental studies, one questionnaire study, and one interview study, of a total 
of 515 participants (287 male, 219 female, 9 missing gender). The experimental 
studies show that alcohol and frustration in combination increases the risk for 
vandalism to occur, and also the degree of vandalism, destructivity and 
aggression. The questionnaire study demonstrated that impulsiveness presents a 
significant personality trait related to vandalism in general, as well as to scrawl-
graffiti, but whereas vandalism is predicted by non-planning impulsiveness, 
scrawl-graffiti is predicted by motor impulsiveness. Further, the interview study 
indicated that there are distinctions between vandalism, graffiti and scrawl, 
where vandalism is assessed as destructive behavior, often conducted in an 
affective and destructive mood, while graffiti is interactive and creative, 
conducted in a creative mood. Scrawl might be destructive or creative, 
depending on the context, how it expresses itself, and whether or not it is created 
in a vandalism mood or in a graffiti mood. 
 Additionally, The Equity Control Model of Vandalism (Baron & 
Fisher, 1984) was used as an explanatory model to understand the complexity of 
vandalism. The model was complemented with two new primary moderators; 
Personality traits and Emotional state, and a new dimension of vandalism; the 
Creative-Interactive dimension of Vandalism, and finally resulted in an extended 
Equity Control Model of Vandalism (e-ECM 2016). 
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