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Making Sense of Heritage Planning in Theory and Practice
- Experiences from Ghana and Sweden

Heritage has become a key element in the development of places,
and historic areas have become valuable spaces because of their
economic relevance for global cultural tourism. However, the
interpretations and management of historic areas are inevitably
contested and subject to multiple and conflicting claims, repre-
sentations, and discourses. These challenges are nowadays often
approached through inclusive planning processes, but they
evertheless tend to ignore the specific complex relations that un-
heritage in development context.
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great effect on the local planning system. Civil engagement in
safeguarding the historic landscape of Fréd in the county of
Jamtland, Sweden, has resulted in benefits which reflect regio-
nal policy objectives to combine heritage management, tourism
development and social inclusiveness. Yet, when future manage-
ment of Froa is debated, heritage authorities prioritise traditional
heritage values over social commitment. This reflects the general
county-wide applied heritage planning, which show difficulties
implementing policy objectives of being pro-active and suppor-
tive of heritage activities from below.

The findings are presented in five articles which are linked and
examined in an introductory monograph. A conceptual fram-
ework is developed and used to illustrate how | e
politics are put at work in histori '
particular, how different value
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MSc Susanne Fredholm, Department of Conservation, University of Gothenburg, Sweden,
is specialised in conservation of built environments with research interest in heritage production,
value assessments, cultural landscape transformation processes and professional practice.
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