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In recent decades there has been decreased resources and larger groups of children in the leisure-

time centres. Statistics show major differences between leisure-time centres in terms of staff 

education, group size, staffing levels and the number of children enrolled at each leisure-time 

centre. 

The overall aim of the thesis is to study social practices in leisure-time centres providing 

after-school care. Based on Anthony Giddens' theory of structuration, an ethnographic study was 

conducted of everyday life at leisure-time centres in three socio-economically diverse areas. 

Fieldwork was conducted at each leisure-time centre over the course of one semester. The study 

shows how children and adults talk about their neighbourhoods and schools. It also shows the 

actors notions about the mission of the leisure-time centres, expressed through the actors' talk 

and interactions, their day-to-day routines and everyday social encounters. 

In conclusion, the study shows that the geographic location, resources, staff skills, group 

sizes and children's socio-economic backgrounds together play major roles in the social practices 

and activities organised at the leisure-time centres. The social changes and developments of 

recent decades are noticeable in all leisure-time centres. Housing segregation along with freedom 

of school choice all had consequences for the leisure-time centres. For children attending the 

same leisure-time centres, the groups become increasingly homogeneous in line with the 

children's ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. The results also show that leisure-time 

centres with large groups of children have reduced opportunities to provide a good learning 

environment. It becomes evident that the social practices in the leisure-time centres reproduce 

the contextual conditions, and risk reproducing structural differences in children's lives. 



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   StepAndRepeat
        
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: yes
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 5.827 x 8.268 inches / 148.0 x 210.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: best fit
     Layout: scale to rows 1 down, columns 1 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     D:20170829094641
      

        
     0.0000
     8.5039
     20.0001
     0
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     1
     1
     0.9500
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     0
            
       D:20170829094641
       595.2756
       a5
       Blank
       419.5276
          

     Best
     99
     185
    
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     1
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0j
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





