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Abstract

This thesis comprises four articles, in which I investigate Swedish motion event expressions, such
as Siri springer ivig till affiren (‘Siri runs off to the store’) and Siri coolar omkring pa stan (‘Siri is
cooling around in the city’), from a usage-based construction grammar perspective. More parti-
cularly, the thesis uses corpus and experimental methods to explore how such motion expressions
are commonly used, on the one hand, and used in novel ways with new verbs, or already established
verbs with new functions, on the other.

The former issue concerns a correlation with high token frequency, which, according to usage-
based construction grammar (and other cognitive linguistic approaches to grammar), leads to en-
trenchment; i.e., repeated use of a linguistic string of words with a certain structure presumably
streghtens its representation in the minds of speakers. The latter issue concerns more rare uses of
motion expressions. This is elaborated in this thesis in terms of productivity, that is, the possibility
of using motion expressions with new verbs (or using established verbs in a new way).

The results show that productivity depends on the grammatical properties and frequencies of
the specific motion construction, as well as on the context. Not only is there a difference in the
degree of productivity among motion constructions, but also in different levels of abstraction in
the same construction. Furthermore, the thesis shows that productivity benefits from the fact that
motion constructions contribute motion information.
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