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Abstract 
The trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation worldwide has startled policy 
makers. Despite efforts to tackle this crime, the magnitude of victims remains. Simultaneously, the 
dimension of sex trafficking varies, both within origin as well as destination countries. In this dissertation 
Sofia Jonsson asks why this is the case by examining how, and to what extent the state may shape the 
incentive structure of this illegal trade. The main findings of the dissertation suggest that the state in its 
role as law enforcer, and law maker, might enable crime groups, intentionally and unintentionally, to 
increase their profit, by constituting the environment that shapes incentives for both supply and demand 
in the transnational market of sex trafficking. In more detail, the results indicate, first, that states that 
suffer from police corruption are also more frequently sources of human trafficking. Second, that the 
regulation of prostitution is associated with attitudes toward the buying of sex. 
 
With the expansion of illegal markets, such as transnational sex trafficking, follows increasing profit for 
organized crime groups operating this trade. States thus not only face challenges that arise from 
trafficking activity, additionally the quality of states’ political institutions might become increasingly 
threatened by potential organized crime infiltration. As such, lastly the dissertation explores what 
happens with democracy in states that experience the establishment of organized crime. The results in 
the last paper suggest that a higher presence of organized crime seems to increase political corruption 
and that such corruption in turn is associated with lower levels of electoral integrity. 
 
In this dissertation, Jonsson contributes to several lines of literature by bringing organized crime back 
in. In contrast to previous research, which has focused primarily on the trafficked victims in origin 
countries, Jonsson explores actors’ rationale to traffic and to exploit victims of trafficking, and as such, 
places the traffickers and their clients firmly at the center of the analysis. Using a unique set of survey 
data on attitudes toward prostitution the dissertation further expands our understanding of the 
normative impact of legal frameworks, which may unintentionally influence the demand for trafficked 
victims. Findings from the dissertation are as such policy relevant, especially for the heated and ongoing 
discussion on whether or not to criminalize the purchase of sex. 
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