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Abstract

This thesis presents an investigation into the causes surrounding the emergence and spread of tem-
poral auxiliary verb omission in Swedish. In modern Swedish, certain finite auxiliary verbs can be
elided in the perfect and the pluperfect in subordinate clauses. Furthermore, the auxiliary verb in
non-finite perfects can be omitted (subject to a number of restrictions) in three different classes of
non-finite clause.

At the end of the 17th century, auxiliary verb omission spread rapidly in all types of subordinate
clause. It has been suggested in previous research that this might be the result of the influence of
German. The emergence and spread of non-finite auxiliary verb omission has not been previously
examined. Traditionally, it has been suggested that omission of the non-finite auxiliary verb was a
grammatical feature of the language since the Old Swedish period.

In this thesis, I report on two different studies. In the first, I investigated the course of events out-
lining the spread of finite auxiliary verb omission during the Early Modern Swedish period. In the
second study, I examined the occurrence of infinitive perfects in Old- and Early Modern Swedish.
Additionally, I searched for instances of auxiliary verb omission in those very constructions.

The results of the study of the finite auxiliary verbs were in agreement with previous studies in
this area of grammar, as expected. The results of the study of the non-finite verb forms, however,
were not anticipated: non-finite auxiliary verb omission spread throughout the language only after
the finite auxiliary verb omission was already established. Taking these results into consideration, I
assume that finite auxiliary verb omission emerged in Swedish due to the process of grammatical re-
plication from New High German. The (optional) possibility of auxiliary verb omission then spread
to infinitival clauses by analogical extension. A number of consequences of auxiliary omission are
the emergence of the supine, a specific perfect participle form which differs in form and meaning
from the past participle and the loss of temporal auxiliary verb form vara, ‘be’.
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