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Abstract

Recent years have seen an increased mobilisation of LGBT rights in nationalist projects of (non-
)belonging. This thesis provides new insights into the role played by race, sexuality, and gender in
these projects by examining contemporary constructions of Swedishness. Since attempts at defining
belonging matter with regard to how we make sense of ourselves and each other, this project also
investigates which subject positions are suggested and experienced as “intelligible” within the context
of these constructions. Finally, it aims to look at how such normative grids of intelligibility are
negotiated.

The thesis analyses discursive constructions of Swedishness through LGBT rights across three
research sites: A “pride parade” organised by the Swedish populist right, Swedish Armed Forces’
marketing material, and personal experiences shared on an Instagram account for racialised LGBTQ
people. The analysis shows that constructions of Swedishness rely on separating an LGBTQ-friendly
Swedish Self from various dangerous and racialised Others. These separations are maintained by
narratives of threat and protection, making LGBTQ people intelligible as potential victims, while
locating discrimination and anti-LGBTQ violence firmly outside of white Swedishness. While these
narratives seem to silence alternative ways of being LGBTQ as well as to hide anti-LGBTQ attitudes
“within” Sweden, the thesis identifies various ways in which racialised LGBTQ people in particular
challenge them. By manoeuvring, rather than trying to comply with normative grids of intelligibility,
they carve out liveable lives for themselves in the context of exclusionary constructions of
Swedishness.

Overall, this thesis combines an exploration of boundary-making and belonging with queer
conceptualisations of subjectivity, read through a racialisation lens. It therefore not only contributes
with a deeper understanding of how discursive boundary-making around national communities draws
upon and enables normative grids of intelligibility, and how these grids are racialised. By employing a
pluralistic queer logic, it also shows that these norms are inevitably unstable, and thus remain open for
contestation and re-signification.
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