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This thesis explores the social construction of a purchase of a sexual service within the
implementation of prostitution policy in Sweden and seeks to contribute to the current
knowledge about how a purchase of a sexual service is regulated based on how the law and
social work are locally implemented.

The thesis consists of four papers based on two empirical studies, including legal documents
concerning the enforcement of the Swedish Sex Purchase Act (Chapter 6 Section 11 of the
Criminal Code), and interviews with professionals within social services providing
counselling to individuals with the experience of purchasing sexual services. The first paper
provides a descriptive analysis of how the Sex Purchase Act is implemented. The second
paper examines how a purchase of sexual services is established as a criminal offence and
the construction of the buyer and the seller during the legal process. The third paper
examines the legal process of a case concerning the purchase of a sexual service and how
stigma and social normative notions of the offence potentially influence the legal process.
The fourth paper examines the construction of a purchase of a sexual service as a social
problem and how this is addressed through the work of social services in Sweden.

The results show that a purchase of a sexual service is socially constructed as a criminal
offence and as a social problem through the implementation of Sweden’s prostitution
policy. This construction represents a purchase of a sexual service as a problem concerning
gender equality, as a problem with a symbolic victim and as a problem of morality. All three
representations construct the purchase of a sexual service as a problem that can be
addressed through punishment and counselling with Sweden’s prostitution policy. Hence,
experiences of buying and selling sexual services that fall within the current problem
definition are addressed in the current criminal justice and social work practices. However,
experiences outside the current problem definition are often left unproblematic. A potential
consequence of this is that individuals with the experience of buying sexual services are
positioned further way from the punishment and counselling used to implement Sweden’s
prostitution policy.



