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Learning a second language involves acquiring new forms and es-
tablishing associations between those forms and certain meanings. 
In this thesis, Anders Agebjörn investigates the development of 

a complex morphosyntactic form – the double-definiteness structure – 
and the association between this form and its inherently abstract mean-
ing – the concept of definiteness – in native speakers of Russian studying 
Swedish in Belarus. Unlike Swedish, Russian does not encode definite-
ness grammatically. However, before learning Swedish, the students had 
acquired English, which expresses definiteness using articles. By explor-
ing this learning situation, Agebjörn sheds light on several linguistic 
and cognitive mechanisms underpinning second-language acquisition of 
grammatical form and meaning.

The thesis reports a quantitaive, longitudinal and cross-sectional re-
search project involving both beginner learners and more advanced learn-
ers. Using a communicative oral-production task, a test of metalinguistic 
knowledge and a test of language-learning aptitude, Agebjörn examines 
the relationship between the two learning tasks – acquiring the form and 
associating it with its meaning – and that between explicit and implicit 
knowledge; he explores the influence of previously acquired languages 
and that of language-learning aptitude; and he discusses the role of lin-
guistic complexity and that of frequency-based regularities in the linguis-
tic input. In short, the thesis takes its readers on a voyage of discovery  
into the minds of people striving to master a fascinat-
ing grammatical phenomenon.
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